
 

 
  

Application to Extend the Deadline for Establishing the Project 
Decision and Order (D&O) Docket No. SP21-412 (September 17, 2021) 

Petitioner: Mahi Solar, LLC 
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Mahi Solar Project in Kunia 
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Project Progress 

Special Use Permit, 

Conditional Use Permit & 

P 
(PP 

ower Purchase Agreement 
A) with HECO all approved 

(2021). 

Global Supply Chain Crisis made 
project uneconomic. 

PPA declared null and void 
(May 2022) 

Must re-bid in next RFP 

Hawaiʻi Agricultural Research 
Center (HARC) crop testing 

(2022 - ongoing). 

Sublease with Nalo Farms, 
LLC (hydroponic lettuce) to 

initiate farming 
(May 2024). 

Mahi Solar re-bid in HECO 
Stage 3 RFP (April 2023) 

Selected for Final Award 
(December 2023); 

Began PPA negotiations. 

Final parcel purchased to 
complete site control by 

Longroad 

(March 2023). 



  
 

 

 

 
     

 

Purchased Land for Project 

• Since 2021, Longroad Energy purchased ~220 acres of 
Petition Area through an affiliate, Mahi Land Holdings. 

• Tax Map Keys (TMKs): 

• 9-2-001: 020 (por.) 

• 9-2-004: 003 (por., Condominium Property Regime 
(CPR) Units 1, 2, and 4) 

• 9-2-004: 010 (por.) 
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Agrivoltaics: Co-locating Solar and Agriculture 

• Funding 4 years of research by the Hawaiʻi Agriculture 
Research Center. 

• Identifying crops that can be farmed under or between 
solar panels. 

• Sharing results with farmers and other solar companies 

• Goal is to move from research into commercial farming 
& ag uses throughout the Petition Area 

• Signed first sublease (45 acres) with hydroponic lettuce 
producer. 
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Timeline of the Power Purchase Agreement 

PPA Established 
September 15, 

2020 

PPA First Amendment 

July 30, 2021 

• October 6, 2021; HECO 
and Petitioner jointly 
declared the First 
Amendment null and 
void. 

PPA Second Amendment 

• February 15, 2022: HECO letter 
to PUC requesting approval of 
PPA Second Amendment. 

• March 2, 2022: PUC declines 
Second Amendment approval. 

PPA Declared Null 
and Void 

May 4, 2022 

Petitioner 
Responds to 
HECO Stage 3 
Request for 

Proposals (RFP) 

April 30, 2023 

HECO Stage 3 RFP 
Final Award Group 

December 1, 2023 

COVID-19 pandemic 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
  

 

  
 

   
  

 

  
 

 

  
   

 

  
     

 
• Resulted in global supply-chain disruptions and exorbitant shipping costs. 

• Tripled cost for solar equipment. 



 

  Special Use Permit (SUP) Decision and Order (D&O) Docket No. SP21-412 

• Approved by the Land Use Commission (LUC) on 
September 17, 2021. 

• Includes compatible agricultural activities at a lease 
rate of at least 50% below the fair market rent. 

• Condition No. 4: Project must be established within 
3 years of the D&O. 

• Request to modify Condition No. 4. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Request for SUP Modification 

Request to modify condition submitted to the Department of Planning and Permitting 
(March 27, 2024). 

(A) modifying Condition 4 of the SUP so that 
Petitioner is now required to establish the Project 

within three (3) years from the latter of 

(i) the date of the Commission’s order granting 
this Motion for Order Granting Extension of Time 

(“Motion”) 
or 

(ii) the date that Petitioner and HECO enter into 
a new Power Purchase Agreement for 

Renewable Dispatchable Generation (“New 
PPA”) 

(B) approve a corresponding extension 
of any other deadline imposed by the 

SUP which may be related to the 
establishment of the Project. 

Condition No. 4 of the D&O (Docket No. SP21-412): 
Project must be established within 3 years of the D&O 

(September 17, 2024). 



Mahalo! 
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