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BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 

STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the 
Application of 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL FILE NO. 2008/SUP-2 
SERVICES, CITY AND COUNTY 
OF HONOLULU 

Application to Modify SUP 
No. 2008/SUP-2 (SP09-403) by 
Modifying (1) Condition No. 1 
of the Planning Commission's 
Findings of Fact, Conclusions 
of Law, and Decision and Order, 
dated June 10, 2019, and 
(2) Condition No. 5 of the 
LUC's Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law, and Decision 
and Order Approving with 
Modifications the City and 
County of Honolulu Planning 
Commission's Recommendation 
to Approve Special Use Permit, 
certified on November 1, 2019 

CONTESTED CASE HEARING 

Ewa-State Special Use Permit to Modify SUP No. 2008/SUP-2 

(SP09-403), Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill 

Taken at Mission Memorial Auditorium, Mission 

Memorial Building, 550 South King Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 

96813, commencing at 9:00 a.m., October 18, 2023, pursuant 

to Notice. 

Ariana Kwan
LUC Stamp
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APPEARANCES: 

Planning Commission: 

PANE MEATOGA III, Chair 

RYAN KAMO, Vice Chair [remote] 

MELISSA MAY, Member [remote] 

KAI NANI KRAUT, Member 

JOY KIMURA, Member 

For the Planning Commission: 

ROZELLE A. AGAG, ESQ. 

Deputy Corporation Counsel 

Department of the Corporation Counsel 

530 South King Street, Room 110 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

For the City and County of Honolulu, Department of 

Environmental Services: 

JEFFREY HU, ESQ. 

KAMILLA C.K. CHAN, ESQ. 

Deputies Corporation Counsel 

City and County of Honolulu 

530 South King Street, Room 110 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
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APPEARANCES (cont'd): 

For Ko Olina Community Association and Senator Maile 

Shimabukuro: 

CALVERT G. CHIPCHASE, ESQ. 

CHRISTOPER T. GOODIN, ESQ. 

KATHERINE E. BRUCE, ESQ. 

Cades Schutte LLP 

Cades Schutte Building 

1000 Bishop Street, Suite 1200 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

For Schnitzer Steel Hawaii Corp.: 

IAN L. SANDISON,E SQ. 

JOYCE W.Y. TAM-SUGIYAMA, ESQ. 

RIHUI YUAN, ESQ. 

Watanabe Ing LLP 

First Hawaiian Center 

999 Bishop Street, Suite 1250 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
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WITNESS: ROGER BABCOCK, JR. 

Counsel Hu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11, 65 

Counsel Chipchase ........ . ..... ; . . ...... 41, 101 

Planning Commission ......... . ........... 67 

WITNESS: NICOLAS GAROFOLO 

Counsel Yuan .... .. . .. .. . ..... .. . . . .... .. 68 

Counsel Chipchase ....................... 82 

WITNESS: SCOTT SLOAN 

Counsel Sandison ............... . ...... .. 85 
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CONTESTED CASE HEARING 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Aloha and good morning 

everyone, and welcome fellow Commission members to the 

October 18th, 2023 meeting of the Planning Commission. For 

our listeners and for the record I'm Chair Pane Meatoga. As 

of today I'd like to introduce our new Commissioner Ms. Joy 

Kimura. 

KIMURA: Good morning everyone. It's an honor to 

be here, and I look forward to serving on the Planning 

Commission. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. We appreciate you 

taking the opportunity to serve here with us. The following 

members are physically present here in the Mission Memorial 

Auditorium. Commissioner Kraut, myself and Commissioner 

Kimura. On-line we have Vice-Chair Ryan Kamo and 

Commissioner May. For Vice-Chair Kamo and Commissioner May, 

could you please let us know if you're in your remote 

location that you are present and by yourself? 

VICE CHAIR KAMO: Chair, I'm on-line and by 

myself. 

MAY: Hi. This is Commissioner May, I am on-line, 

and I am by myself. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. Commissioners, we 

do have quorum. So present here today is the Planning 
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Commission and DIT staff to manage and support the WebEx and 

audiovisual platform. Also joining us today is the 

Commission attorney, deputy corp counsel Rozelle Agag. 

COUNSEL AGAG: Thank you, Chair, and good morning 

everyone. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Couple of housekeeping rules. 

For those present here in the Auditorium, bathrooms are 

located in the next building in Honolulu Hale; 3:30 p.m. 

King Street becomes a tow-away zone, and we this Auditorium 

until 4:30. Due to our scheduling, we will do a hard stop 

at 4:30 today. 

At this time, I'd like to officially open the 

public hearing. For the record it is now 9:11 a.m. Just as 

a reminder for us Commissioners, we need to identify 

ourselves first before we speak or make any motions. 

This meeting is being audio-visually recorded which will be 

posted at a later date. 

With that being said the first item on our agenda 

is approval of minutes. This is the minutes of the October 

4, 2023 meeting as previously circulated to be approved by 

the Commission. Members of the Commission, do I have a 

motion to approve. 

KIMURA: Oh, Chair, Commissioner Kimura speaking. 

I'd like to abstain from the vote. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: So noted. Thank you. 
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KRAUT: Commissioner Kraut, I move to approve. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Okay. Thank you . Do I have 

a second? 

VICE CHAIR KAMO: Vice Chair Kamo second. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. Minutes have been 

moved and seconded to approve the October 4, 2023 meeting. 

Are there any discussions? [no response] Any objections? 

[no response] Any reservations? [no response] We will 

note that Commissioner Kimura will abstain. Hearing no 

objections or reservations at this time, the count will 

actually end up being 4, so that would not be the majority 

of the Planning Commission. So we will defer this matter to 

the next meeting. Thank you, everyone. 

Nex t item on the agenda is the contested case 

hearing, the Waianae State Special Use Permit 2008 / SUP-2, 

Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill. The petitioner, City and 

County of Honolulu, Department of Environmental Services; 

Landowner: City and County of Honolulu; Location: 92-460 

Farrington Highway, Waianae; Tax Map Keys: 9-2-050-005 and 

006; Existing Use: Municipal Solid Waste Landfill; Existing 

Zoning: AG-2 General Agricultural District; Land Area: 

Approximately 200.622 acres; Request: Request is to modify 

the date in condition No. 1 of the Planning Commission's 

Finding of Fact, Conclusions of Law; Decision and Order, 

dated June 10, 2019 for a Special Use Permit No. 2008 / SUP-2 
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from December 31st, 2022 to December 31st, 2024. This is 

the date when the Applicant is required to identify an 

alternative landfill site. 

Good morning, everyone. Please make your 

appearances for the record starting with ENV. 

COUNSEL HU: Good morning, Chair, and members of 

the Planning Commission. Deputy Corporation Counsel Jeffrey 

Hu and Kamilla Chan for the City and County of Honolulu, 

Department of Environmental Services . And with us today is 

Director Roger Babcock. Thank you. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Okay. Thank y ou. Next we'll 

go to Schnitzer. 

COUNSEL YUAN: Good morning. Rihui Yuan and Ian 

Sandison here for Schnitzer Steel Hawaii Corp, otherwise 

known as Schnitzer. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. And for KOCA? 

COUNSEL CHIPCHASE: Good morning, Chair, members. 

Cal Chipchase and Chris Goodin for KOCA and Maile 

Shimabukuro. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. Is there anyone 

from DPP who would like to make an appearance for the record 

at this time? [no response] Okay. Hearing and seeing none, 

we will move forward. 

Before we move forward with evidence, we have a 

few housekeeping rules. Commissioners Melissa May and 
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Commissioner Joy Kimura were not present at the August 9th, 

2023 contested case hearing. Commissioners, you must now 

attest to the fact that you have reviewed the transcript of 

the proceedings ofn August 29th, 2023, and that you have 

studied, examined and understand the record of the hearing 

including any written submissions by the parties. 

Commissioner May, do you attest? 

MAY: Yes. I attest. I have reviewed and 

understand the whole materials. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. Commissioner 

Kimura, do you attest? 

KIMURA: Yes. I attest. I have reviewed and 

understand the materials. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you . Just for 

information only. The stipulation to admit intervenor 

Schnizter's additional exhibits into evidence, certificate 

of service filed on October 3rd, 2023. 

Next, the Planning Commission notes that its in 

receipt of Schnitzer's stipulation to admit intervenor's 

Schnitzer additional exhibits into evidence filed on October 

3rd, 2023. The Planning Commission accepts that stipulation 

to admit Schnitzer's additional exhibits into evidence. 

We addressed this at the last meeting but for 

clarity the Planning Commission will admit all submissions 

by all parties into the record including the original 
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request from ENV, any recommendations or reports from DPP 

and exhibits lists as amended by the parties submitted by 

ENV, Schnitzer and KOCA. 

Do the parties have any other stipulations, 

amendments or submission to present to the Commission before 

we begin evidence? 

COUNSEL CHIPCHASE: No, Chair. 

COUNSEL HU: No. Thank you. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Okay. Thank you. Since all 

parties gave opening statements on August 9th, we will now 

move to the presentation of evidence by the parties starting 

with ENV followed by Schnitzer and then KOCA. Each witness 

will have four levels of questioning, direct, cross 

examination by all parties, questioning from Commissioners 

and re-direct. Please plan accordingly. Do the parties 

agree to waive the witness exclusionary rule or is there a 

party that would like to invoke that rule? 

COUNSEL CHIPCHASE: On behalf of KOCA and Senator 

Shimabukuro, we waive that rule. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Okay. 

COUNSEL HU: We waive it. 

COUNSEL YUAN: Schnizter waives. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Okay. Thank you. There's no 

other housekeeping matters. ENV please present your first 

witness. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

11 

COUNSEL HU: Okay. ENV would like to present its 

witness, Dr. Roger Babcock. 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Please stand and raise your 

right hand. 

ROGER BABCOCK, JR. 

called as a witness, being first duly sworn to tell the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was 

examined and deposed as follows: 

CHAIR MEATOGA III: Thank you. You may be seated. 

Counsel, you may begin. 

EXAMINATION 

COUNSEL HU: 

Q: Good morning. Could you please state your 

full name and job title for the record, please? 

A: Yes. Good morning. My name is Roger Babcock, 

Jr. I am the Director of the Department of Environmental 

Services for the City and County of Honolulu. 

Q: Could you provide us with a brief history of 

your educational background as well as any professional 

licenses obtained? 

A: Sure. So I am a civil engineer by training. 

So I have a bachelor's in civil engineering from UC Davis, a 

master's from Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo and doctorate in 
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civil engineering from UCLA. That was obtained in 1991. 

I have professional licenses, a PE in Hawaii and California. 

Q: Dr. Babcock, can you please provide us a brief 

history of your professional background such as your work 

history? 

A: Sure. After completing my education I worked 

as a consultant for a wastewater design firm in California 

called Carollo Engineers. I then came to Hawaii to be a 

professor of Civil Engineering in the College of Engineering 

in 1995. I was there through 2020, then I came and joined 

the City administration of Mayor Blangiardi in January 2021 

as Director of the Department of Facility Maintenance. I 

stayed there for one year, and then moved over to the 

Department of Environmental Services beginning in January of 

2022. 

Q: So in terms of being Director of ENV, you have 

been there since January of last year? 

A: Correct. 

Q: So, that would be a little over a year? 

A: Correct. 

Q: And what is your role as ENV's Director? 

A: So ENV has six divisions which include an 

administrative division; four divisions related to 

wastewater which are treatment and disposal, collection 

system maintenance, engineering and construction and 
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