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This testimony is submitted on behalf of myself, in opposition to Connections Charter School 
being built on Edita Street (off of Kaumana Drive) in Hilo due to the negative impacts the school 
will have on traffic, safety, and our quality of life.  Your decision should NOT be based on the 
perceived virtues of the school and its curricula, but rather on whether it is an appropriate 
location for the school and whether it has met all the criteria legally required for the granting of 
a special permit.   
 
Increased traffic and safety issues are a significant concern, not only for residents of the Pacific 
Plantations Subdivision, but also for residents up and down the length of Kaumana Drive. An 
April 16, 2002 article in the Star Bulletin quoted Planning Director Bobby Jean Leithead-Todd as 
saying that the “narrow, winding Kaumana Drive…has the highest accident rate of any two-lane 
road on the island.” The article also stated that “With homes and driveways all along Kaumana, 
widening would have been impossible.” An article on the website of Geometrician Associates 
(they were hired to do the EIS for the Puainako Street Extension project) states “County officials 
were faced with high accident rates on …Kaumana Drive, a curvy, narrow road with numerous 
driveways.” A 9/22/2004 Star Bulletin article referred to Kaumana Drive as “narrow and 
winding with drop-offs into open drainage ditches along much of its length.” The Puainako 
Street extension helped ease some of the traffic, but traffic will once again increase if 
Connections is allowed on Edita St. Imagine what it will mean for fire and emergency services or 
police trying to make their way through congested traffic on Kaumana Drive and Edita Street! 
Imagine, too, what this will mean for residents of the area. 
 
Connections indicated that they would be bussing their students to the school, resulting in less 
traffic. But please note, they will have a parking lot for 140 vehicles. Also, parents could very 
well decide to drop off and pick up their children as is happening now at schools due to covid. 
 
A school of Connections’ size will diminish the Kaumana neighborhood’s intrinsic serene nature, 
which is just one of the reasons why our community overwhelmingly opposes this project. 
Windward Planning Commissioner Dean Au conceded years ago that community consensus is 
important because after all, the community is the one that will be driving by the project every 
day. Then-Commissioner Raylene Moses expressed it perfectly when she said, “An important 
criteria for any development is the community support for it.” Testimonies on record and 



signatures of people opposing the school have clearly shown an important lack of support for 
the school by the surrounding neighborhood. Most importantly, the requirements for the 
granting of the permit have not been met. 
 
Before placing your vote, I ask that you deeply consider the residents who will be affected most 
by the ramifications of your decision. If the Commission approves the permit, residents who set 
their roots here many years ago will have to live with your decision for what could possibly be 
the rest of their lives. This means enduring years of construction, increased traffic and noise, 
safety concerns, a diminished peaceful existence, and so on. And down the road, the County 
would likely again face a need to address traffic and safety issues on Kaumana Drive due to the 
increased traffic generated by this development. Please note that in 2021, state and county 
leaders were trying to find solutions to major traffic congestion at two Hilo schools (Waiakea 
Elementary and Waiakea Intermediate). Let’s not have this happen on Kaumana Drive and Edita 
Street. Proper planning is crucial, and selecting an appropriate, befitting location for a major 
development like this is a critical part of that plan.  
 
I ask the Commission to please deny Connections Charter School’s application for a special 
permit so they may seek an appropriate location for their development.  


	June Sakamoto

