From: DBEDT LUC

To: Quinones, Natasha A

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to IAL Proposal
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 7:25:32 AM

IAL

From: warmandfuzzyllc@aol.com <warmandfuzzyllc@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 6:29 AM

To: DBEDT LUC <dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to IAL Proposal

Honorable Jonathon Scheuer
Chair

Land Use Commission

P.O. Box 2359

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2359

Dear Chair Scheuer and Members of the Commission,

My name is Lena McCormack, and | am a landowner/farmer and owner of Happy Plants Nursery in
Waimanalo and | own a small 2.6 acres plot. | recently received a letter from the Land Use Commission
informing me that my property has been designated by the City and County of Honolulu as Important
Agricultural Land (IAL). Furthermore, | was informed that the Land Use Commission may be taking action
to accept the City and County of Honolulu's IAL designation which includes my property in Waimanalo. |
understand the current regulations that are in place in regards to owning agricultural lands in Honolulu.
My property is dedicated to farming and agriculture for the required ten years. | have done and am doing
what the State and City and County of Honolulu has mandated. However, | object to the designation of
my property as IAL for the following reasons: The process for the IAL designation was flawed and did not
fully inform the landowners of the designation's impact; the LUC process did not provide adequate
information as to how the acceptance of these maps would impact my property; there was no clear
guidance on how | could "opt out" of the IAL designation; and lastly the process seems to be rushed and
has caught not only me but, my family and neighboring farmers by surprise. We are all feeling confused
and anxious.

| was able to work through the rules and regulations of the DPP and the DLNR in order to subdivide our
family farm. It took almost ten years to plow through the difficult process and now we are faced with this
IAL proposal. | feel that this IAL proposal doesn't take into consideration the difficulty the small farmers
go through on a daily basis. Farming is a labor intensive job and not very glamorous as people think it is.

I challenge anyone to work with me for a week and see if they don't change their mind about farming,
which is a seven days a week job. | am not a young person anymore and | do not need nor want the
powers that be, to dictate what | can or can't do with my own property. It is a choice and a commitment to
do what we do.

If I had clearly understood the earlier letters, | would have tried to opt out of the program. However, the
letters weren't clear and | waited for more guidance...five years go by and surprise...it's almost a done
deal. ltis all pretty frightening. Please reject the City and County's representation that it has followed all
procedures, with respect to state statute | don't feel that they have been successful in doing what they
claim to have done. The IAL designation process needs more vetting and we landowners must be better
informed about our options, and how such a designation will impact our lands, lives and most importantly,
whether or not we have the ability to "opt out" of such designation, if we choose to do so. That would be,
in my opinion, the right decision. As it stands right now it would be totally unfair to many of us small
farmers who are working hard to contribute to our State and City, the best way we know how and then, to
have to change everything just because someone thinks they know better than us.


mailto:dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov
mailto:natasha.a.quinones@hawaii.gov

Thank you for your consideration.
Ua Mau ke Ea o ka 'Aina i ka pono
Aloha,

Lena McCormack
Happy Plants Nursery



DOUGLAS & KATHIE STEWART
41-712 MOOIKI STREET
WAIMANALO, HAWAII 96795

SENT VIA E-MAIL: dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov
Honorable Jonathon Scheuer

Chair

Land Use Commission

P.O. Box 2359

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2359

SUBJECT: Opposition to Proposed Important Agricultural Lands Designation
Dear Chair Scheuer and Members of the Commission,

We are Douglas & Kathie Stewart and we are landowners/farmers in Waimanalo and own two 2
acre parcels (TMK: 41024028 & 41024105). We recently received letters from the Land Use
Commission dated May 11, 2021 informing us that our properties have been designated by the
City and County of Honolulu as Important Agricultural Lands (IAL). Further, we were informed
that the Land Use Commission may be taking action to accept the City and County of Honolulu’s
Important Agricultural Lands designation which includes our properties in Waimanalo.

We live in and have been farming in Waimanalo for nearly 35 years. We were disappointed to
hear that LUC meetings were being held in April and we received no notification from the LUC.
Fortunate for us, the law firm of Durrett Lang Morse, LLP sent us a letter that we received after
the fact informing us of the LUC April meeting and provided a very informative Webinar
thereafter.

We follow the guidelines of the LUO and know how very important agriculture land is in
Hawaii. Four years ago we purchased an abutting 2 acre property that was abused by dumpster
firms and illegal dumping of trash, rocks, old cars and trucks, etc., which all by the way were
reported numerous times to authorities by others to no avail. We took on this property to restore
as best we could to a viable ranch with pasturing. Needless to say, this has taken an enormous
amount of time, energy and money for us two kupuna to take on but we persevere still each day.
We purchased these properties fully knowing the agriculture land requirements and until our
individual concerns have been heard and the current LUO is enforced, we request the ability to
opt out.

We object to the designation of our properties as IAL for the following reasons: the process for
the IAL designation was flawed and did not fully inform landowners of the designation’s impact;
the LUC process did not provide adequate information as to how the acceptance of these maps
would impact our properties; there was not clear guidance on how we could opt out of the AL
designation; and lastly the process was rushed and has left us confused and perplexed.

Please consider our concerns and reject the City and County of Honolulu’s representation that it
has followed all procedures with respect to state statute. The IAL designation process needs

more vetting and landowners must be better informed about their options, how such designation
will impact their lands, and whether or not they have the ability to “opt out” of such designation.


mailto:dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov

DOUGLAS & KATHIE STEWART
41-712 MOOIKI STREET
WAIMANALO, HAWAII 96795

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Douglas & Kathie Stewart



Rodney and Michele Seibel
41-717 Kakaina Street, Waimanalo, HI 96795

SENT VIA E-MAIL: dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov
Honorable Jonathon Scheuer

Chair

Land Use Commission

P.O. Box 2359

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-2359

SUBJECT: Opposition to Proposed Important Agricultural Lands Designation
Dear Chair Scheuer and Members of the Commission,

We are Rodney and Michele Seibel, private landowners of 2 acres in Waimanalo. We recently
received a letter from the Land Use Commission informing us that our property has been
designated by the City and County of Honolulu as Important Agricultural Lands (IAL). Further,
we were informed that the Land Use Commission may be taking action to accept the City and
County of Honolulu’s Important Agricultural Lands designation which includes our property in
Waimanalo.

We were blessed to purchase this fee simple property for our family 17 years ago from Mrs.
Nam, shortly after she subdivided her 9 acres. We did not purchase the land to farm it for a
living and that was never a stipulation in owning the property.

We object to the designation of our property as IAL for the following reasons: the process for the
IAL designation was flawed and did not fully inform landowners of the designation’s impact; the
LUC process did not provide adequate information as to how the acceptance of these maps
would impact our property; there was not clear guidance on how we could opt out of the IAL
designation; and lastly the process was rushed and has left us confused and perplexed.

Please consider our concerns and reject the City and County of Honolulu’s representation that it
has followed all procedures with respect to state statute. The IAL designation process needs

more vetting and landowners must be better informed about their options, how such designation
will impact their lands, and whether or not they have the ability to “opt out” of such designation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Rodney and Michele Seibel



Edith Teixeira, Etal.
86-346 Halona RD
Wai‘anae, HI 96792
TMK: 8-6-011-004

May 24, 2021

RE: Conformance of C&C of Honolulu Important Agricultural Lands (IAL) Recommendations
Land Use Commission Meeting May 26-27, 2021

Dear Land Use Commissioners,

This letter is written to express our family‘s OPPOSITION to the proposed IAL designation of
our family property; TMK 8-6-011-004. Hereinafter “family property.”

The meetings on May 26-27, 2021 intend to discuss whether the C&C of Honolulu has complied
with legal requirements regarding the proper procedural, legal, statutory and public notice
requirements that were met in developing the recommendations. Following is a list of evidence
that demonstrates non-compliance by the C&C of Honolulu.

Lan ner Notifications:

1. The methods of landowner notification by the C&C of Honolulu is questionable as many
of our family members were unaware of the IAL designation and the impacts of such
designation would have on our family property.

2. The use of mail, websites, zoom video conferencing, social media and newspaper articles
have been proven to be ineffective, especially among our older family members who
have barriers to accessing these sources of information.

3. Not every family member listed on our TMK received the two meeting notifications and
those that did, reported that there was little to no information to landowners about the
issues surrounding IAL.

4. The registration links provided on the letter mail outs were extremely long resulting in a
high probability of incorrectly inputting the addresses.

5. In order to receive the actual hearing link an email was required, which many of our older
owners do not have.

6. The second link;
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/registet/ WN_SC16ZGg_SJiadxkMADSzYQ to register
for the May 27th that was included in the May 11, 2021 letter does not work.

7. No one from the C&C of Honolulu made efforts to speak to any of our family members
DIRECTLY about the IAL designation and the criteria that was set forth in qualifying our
family property.


https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SC16ZGg_SJia4xkMAD5zYQ

Process and Procedure:

1.

In the C&C of Honolulu recommendations, soil quality was used as a large indicator of
land viability. No one from the C&C of Honolulu contacted any one of our family
landowners to conduct soil quality studies. No one from the C&C of Honolulu conducted
interviews with our family landowners to see how our family land is currently being
used.

There was no information that was shared on the potential negative impacts the IAL
designation may have on our family and our family property. (i.e. Increase in taxes,
reduction in occupancy, decrease in property value, cost of infrastructure, water access
etc.)

The landowners of our family were not provided with a full explanation of but limited to;
potentially harmful ramifications and consequences for individual landowner, how
agricultural land currently used for livestock will be impacted, and if there will be an
opportunity to opt-out of the IAL designation.

The option for landowners to petition for their land to be exempt from recommendation
was not sufficiently communicated or clear. Several of our family members submitted a
letter dated March 31, 2017 requesting that our family property be removed from the
IAL designation and no response was ever received.

C&C of Honolulu, lacked full transparency in helping landowners, like our family in
helping us to fully understand the IAL proposal and what it would mean for us, our land
and our future.

Our land has been in our family for 100 years and we continue to stand strong in keeping it that
way for future generations. Let me reiterate as I stated in our letter to the C&C of Honolulu on
March 30, 2017 to OPT OUT ... our Matriarch and her five offspring along with several of her
grand and great grandchildren are resting in our private family cemetery. To desecrate her legacy
with this bureaucracy is NOT PONO!

Thank you for your time and consideration of our written testimony.

With Love and Aloha,
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