
Hawaiʻi Civil Jury Instructions 

INSTRUCTION NO. 3.3 

PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE 

To “prove by a preponderance of the evidence” means to 

prove that something is more likely so than not so.  It means to 

prove by evidence which, in your opinion, convinces you that 

something is more probably true than not true.  It does not mean 

that a greater number of witnesses or a greater number of 

exhibits must be produced. 

In deciding whether a claim, defense, or fact has been 

proven by a preponderance of the evidence, you must consider all 

of the evidence presented in court by both the plaintiff(s) and 

the defendant(s).  Upon consideration of all the evidence, if 

you find that a particular claim, defense or fact is more likely 

true than not true, then such claim, defense, or fact has been 

proven by a preponderance of the evidence. 




