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Flanner and Legal Assistant

November 2, 2012

The Honorable Bobby-Jean Leithead Todd, Director
The Honorable Zendo Kem, Chairman

and Members of the Windward Planning Commission
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

RE: CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL; PONOHAWAI,
KUKUAU 2™°, SOUTH HILO, HAWAII
TAX MAP KEY(3)2-5-006:141

Dear Director Leithead-Todd, Chairman Kern and Members of the Windward Planning Commission:

Allow this correspondence to provide a report on activity associated with the above referenced property.

Progress of Lease/Special Permit/Extenuating Events — Timeline

Connection Public Charter School, hereinafter “Connections” has committed enormous hours and
resources to realizing this site as campus.

March 2008 Connections received approval in principal from BLNR (1)

: 2009 thru 2010 Connections prepares and revises an Environmental Assessment

Wiidbs  June 2009 to present  Community meetings and community input (2)
: ,_f =31 October 2010 Office of Environmental Quality Control issues 2 Finding of No Significant

214 Impact for the project (3)

s January 2011 BLNR issues unanimous approval of item D-4 “issuance of Direct Lease to
S ' " Connection™ (4)
e March 2011 Request for Metes and Bounds survey
oo April 11,2012 Transmittal of Metes and Bounds description to DLNR (payment for publication)
W50 May 1, 2012 Public Notice of Direct Lease (6)

: r=t  June 2012 Request for Topographic Survey .
) - July 18, 2012 Connection request for status of Lease Agreement to DLNR (7)
7 July 18,2012 Connection Request of Right-of Entry DLNR (8)
TE Bl July 14 - 30, 2012 Connections is a victim of company’s gross negligence

] Connections files Police Report of property damage and theft (9)
LIRS Connection (Sue Lee Loy) notifies DLNR of property damage and theft
il . 4 August 1,2012 Cease and desist letter to company (10)
Pia s August 15,2012 DLNR Notice of Cease and Desist to Connection (11)
-:: %: August 17,2012 Connections acknowledges DLNR. Notice of Cease and Desist 12) )
fee SCANNED
_ Y various reports, emails and calls related to issues A0V 87 107
M IR
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The Honorable Bobby-Jean Leithead Todd, Director
The Honorable Zendo Kern, Chairman
and Members of the Windward Planning Commission
RE: CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY CHARTER SCHOOL, TAX MAP KEY (3)2-5-006:141
October 24, 2012
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Aupust 31,2012 Complaint filed with Office of Regulated Industries (13)

August 31,2012 Grading Violation Issued by the Department of Public Works (14)
October 10, 2012 New information — drywell/possible connection to Kaumana Cave
October 18,2012 Vandalism at Connections Charter School (15)

October 26, 2012 BLNR Hearing — Remedy of violation approved

November 2, 2012 Supplemental Kaumana Cave Report from Rowland Reeves, Archeologist (16)
November 5, 2012 Submittal of Grading/Grubbing Permit — Remedy for violation

Regulatory Process with the County (Special Permit Application)

On July 31, 2012 the County of Hawaii Planning Department acknowledged receipt of a Special Permit
Application (SPP12-000138) to develop a K - 12 Charter School Campus with dormitory facilities,
intergenerational programs, a sustainable agriculture program and a forestry/conservation program. The
Planning Department has reviewed the application and the Planning Director recommends that the
Planning Commission send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Commission.

Fencing Activity

In May 2012, Connections prepared a request for proposal to: 1) assist with the cutting of a 10-foot wide
edge around the perimeter of the property for the preparation of a boundary survey and metes and bounds
map and 2) fence the makai portion of the property.

In June 2012, Connections prepared a second request for proposal providing more level of detail of the
type of clearing that was to be done related to the property. The fencing proposal clearly noted we would
follow all string that was put up (by the surveyor) and would only create a blades width from the property
line and no more. The proposal also noted that no types of turn-around areas were permitted that would
ruin the property. Copies of the instruction related to the proposat and the company’s contractor’s license
are attached for your information and files. '
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Unfortunately, Connections was the victim of a company that was grossly negligent. It was discussed
clearly on several occasions what type of work was permitted. The company used access at the property
to unlawfully remove Ohia trees/logs and used the earthmoving equipment to cover up the activity.
Qutraged by the gross negligence, professional incompetence and actions of willful, wanton reckless and
indifference to consequences, Connections initiated a police report of theft of the Ohia tress and property
damage. The police report is identified as #C12018558.
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The Honorable Bobby-Jean Lejthead Todd, Director
The Honorable Zendo Kern, Chairman
and Members of the Windward Planning Commission
RE: CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY CHARTER SCHOOL, TAX MAP KEY (3)2-5-006:141
October 24, 2012
Page 3

In addition, on August 31, 2012, Connections initiated a Contractor Commplaint with the State of Hawaii
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs Regulated Industries Complaints Office Consurner
Resource Center.

In an attempt to hold the company accountable for their negligence, on Aungust 2, 2012 our office
transmitted a letter fo the company demanding they provide a copy of Business Liability Policy and/or the
name of their liability insurance agent. The August 2, 2012 letter also placed the company on notice that
our office would seek indemnification in the event that the State of Hawaii were to iinpose any fine or
other penalty against Connections and also reserved the right to file a lawsuit against the company and
criminal charges against those individuals involved. We also warned the company that anyone associated
with their company is to stay off the property or we would file a criminal trespass action against them.
‘We are currently in negotiations with the cohpany’s legal representatives.

To further compound the gross negligence of the company, on August 31, 2012 Connection was issued a
Grading Violation from the County of Hawaii Department of Public Works. On November 53,2012
engineer Paul Nash transmitted to the Department of Public Works a grading application with the
appropriate set of plans to remedy this issue. We are currently awaiting Public Works and other agency
review and approval of these plans.

‘Proactively, Connections has engaged David Miranda to assist with preparing a reforestation plan to assist
the natural growth of native plants and address invasive species on the property, Reforestation continues
to be a goal and an educational offering for this site and Connections is supportive of this reforestation
component be made part of the Conditions of Approval for the Special Permit. In addition, the Board of
Land and Natural Resource (BLNR) has made the preparation and submittal of a reforestation plan pari of
the remedies for the unauthorized land clearing. :

Status of the Lease

On January 3, 2011, under agenda item D-4, the Board of Land and Natural Resources approved a request
for a general lease for the subject property for chatter school purposes. In May of 2012 a Public Notice of
Direct Lease to Public Charter Schools was published when a copy of the metes and bounds description
and map was provided to DLNR. In July of 2012, our office corresponded with DLNR regarding the
status of the General Lease and provided the additional information requested with the understanding that
the General Lease was with the Attorney General Office for review. We patiently wait for the finalizing
of the General Lease and should there be any additional information required, please let our office know
80 we may address it as soon as possible.

New Information

On or about October 12, 2012, new information related to a caveflava tube within a drywell on the mauka
side of Edita was presented to the Planning Department and the Applicant. The Applicant presented this

new information to Dr. Stone, Speleologist and Dr. Stone, could not find any definitive evidence that the

drywell was connected to Kaumana Cave. In addition, Archeologist, Rowland Reeve was also presented

with the new information. Based on his review, “it would appear from the evidence presented above that
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The Honorable Zende Kern, Chairman
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the drywell located along Edita Road is not directly connected to the Kaumana Cave and does not form
part of the lave tube complex™ A copy is attached as item 16.

We hope this summary report was helpful and provides you and your staff with a comprehensive

understanding of the activity associated with this project and property. Should you have any questions,
please feel free to call our office at 933-1919.

Respectfully, /
Ted 8" Hong, Esq. 4& %/

c: Client
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AECOS, Inc.

45-939 Kamehameha Highway, Suite 104 +Kaneohe HI 96744
Telephone: (808)234-7770# Fax: (808)234-7775 #Email: aecos@aecos.com

DAVID MIRANDA

David Miranda received a B.S. degree in Horticulture Technology in 1978 from the
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He has worked in a variety of horticulture
enterprises and has undertaken botanical surveys for the National Park Service,
Connections PCS and AECOS . David currently owns and operates his own native
plant/gardening business and works part time for AECOS and on-call for
Connections PCS. His part time work for AECOS, includes conducting botanical field
surveys and stream water quality monitoring. David has over 35 years of
experience in the field of horticulture and botany. His experience includes:

Identifying native and ornamental plants in the field.

Using taxonomic keys to identify plants not easily identifiable in the field.

Surveying in remote and varied terrain throughout the state of Hawai'i.

Developing propagative methods for native plants and ornamentals.

Evaluating and monitoring crops for disease and nutrient problems through

observation and experimental plots.

* Navigating varied terrain with compass, map and GPS (familiar with Trimble
and Garmin).

¢ Collecting water samples and performing field measurements for stream
monitoring programs on the island of Hawai'i.

¢ Assisting with aquatic and riparian stream and shoreline flora and fauna
surveys.

» Basic knowledge and use of Microsoft Word and Excel.

Recent projects that David has completed for AECOS, Inc. include botanical surveys
for the Auwahi Wind Farm, botanist for the Waikoloa Military Training Area soil
sampling project, biological survey and water quality for the Kapioclani Road
extension project, and botanist for the Pahala Timber project. Recent projects
completed for Connections PCS inctuded miles of transect surveys and trails on the
Connections PCS Kaumana project site,

David has completed the 40-hour basic health and safety training required for
hazardous waste workers under 0SHA 1910.120.

David has a keen interest in Hawaiian and biblical history and archaeology. He has
an avid interest in the natural history of Hawai'i and is adept at sighting and
identifying rare native plants and native birds. He is an avid hiker and hunter of
feral pigs and promotes hunting and gun safety. David shares his knowledge and
mentors teens and young adults interested in the natural history of Hawai, hunting
and native plant propagation. '
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CELIA SHEN
Senior Planner
Wil Chee — Planning, Ine.

Ms. Shen holds a BArch (1991), a Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation {2000) and a MURP in Urban and
Regional Planning (2004) from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. Her 14 years of professional experience
includes working as a land use pianner and as an independent. consultant specializing in the research and
preparation of nomination forms for the Hawai'i Register of Historic Places. She has additional experience as a
University of Hawai'i graduate research assistant where she conducted traffic safety studies and a marine
aquaculiure siting study, both of which required the extensive use of GIS. Ms. Shen joined Wil Chee ~ Planning,
Inc. (WCP) in April of 2004,

Work Experience

April 2004 — current ‘Wil Chee — Planning, Inc.
Ms. Shen’s responsibilities at WCP include land use, conceptual, and master planning; spaceffacility
planning; permifting; and environmental impact documents. While at WCP, she has been involved
with educational facility projects for St. Francis School, St. Louis Scheol, Connections Public Charter
School, and the University of Hawai*i, She was the lead planner for several master planning projects
for new resorts and residential developments in China and headed a team that prepared two
Environmental Assessments (EAs) for a road reconstruction project in Aceh, Indonesia, following the
disastrous tsunami of December 2004, Her background in preparation of National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and HRS Chapter 343 documents is extensive, having been involved in EAs and
Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) for a wide range of project types,

Key projects at WCP include:

2011

2011

2011

2011

2010

2010
2010

2009

2009

2009

Project manager and lead author for the 202K Grow the Force EA, Marine Corps Base Hawai'j
- Kane‘ohe

Project Manager for the MILCON Projects P-749 and P-750 Bachelor Enlisted Quarters
Supplemental EA, Marine Corps Base Hawai‘i - Kane‘ohe

Project planner and contributing author for the Construction of a Flood Mitigation Project (PN
56024} at Fort Shafter Flats EA

Project planner and contributing author for the Technology Demonstration for Remotely
Operated Underwater Munitions Recovery System (ROUMRS) and Energetic Hazard
Demilitarization System (EHDS) EA, Ordnance Reef, Wai‘anae, Hawai*i

Project manager and lead author for the Long Range Development Plan Revision and Update,
and Supplemental EIS, University of Hawai‘i Center — West Hawai‘i

Project manager and lead planner for the Conditional Use Permit for St. Francis School

Planner and primary author for the Bachelors Enlisted Quarters Feasibility Study, Marine Corp
Base Hawai‘i - Kane‘ohe

Project manager and lead planner for the Minor Modification and Zoni ng Variance for the St.
Louis School Ching Technology & Learning Center

Project manager and lead planner for the University of Hawai*i Holmes Hall Facility
Renovations, Technical Assistance to Prepare a Proposal Package to the Recovery Act NIST
Construction Grant Program

Project manager and lead author for the MILCON Projects P-749 and P-750 Bachelor Enlisted
Quarters EA, Marine Corps Base Flawai‘i - Kane‘ohe

917



Celia Shen
Curriculum Vitae
Page2of3

2008 Project Manager and primary auther for the Proposed Construction of the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command Facility EA, Hickam Air Force Base

2008  Project planner and contributing author for the Central O*ahu Wastewater Facilities Plan EIS
2007 Lead planner for the St. Louis School Lower School Space Study
2007 Lead planner for the St, Louis Schoo! Classroom Study

2007 Lead planner and primary author for the Kuntz Ballfield Area Site Survey Report, Hickam Air
Force Base :

2007 Project planmer and contributing author for the Integrated Cultural Resources Management
Plan, Marine Corps Base Hawai*i

2005  Project planner and primary author for the John Rodgers Tank Farm Phase [ Environmental
Baseline Survey Report

2005 Project planner and primary author for the Band Aceh to Meulaboh Road Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Project Phase | and Phase 11 EAs, Island of Sumatra, Indonesia

Jan 2001 ~ May 2003 University of Hawaii, Dept. of Urban and Regional Planning (Honolulu, HD
Graduate Research Assistant
Aguaculture Feasibility Study - Responsible for conducting the literature review; colflecting
oceanographic data from various government agencies, researchers, etc.; modifying data for use in a
geographic information system (GIS); generafing spatial data layers; generating a demonstration
moedel; and writing the final project report (Using Geographic Information Systems to Survey Offshore
Agquaculture Sites in Hawaif).

Bicycle Observation Study - Responsible for conducting the literature review, analyzing data collected
from field observations, and writing the final project report (Bicyele Observation Study).

Pedestrian QObservation Study - Responsible for conducting the literature review, collecting
observational data in the field, analyzing observational data, and writing the final project report
(dssessing the Potential for Utilizing Video Technology in Pedestrian Studies).

Aug2001—-Aug 2003 Independent Consultant
Responsible for researching and preparing State Register of Historic Places nomination forms,
* Completed nomination forms for the Andrews, Miller, Potter, Reed, Snyder, and Davis Residences
as part of the College Hills thematic nomination; and the Petersen Residence for The Contemporary
Museum. All residences were successfully nominated to the Hawai®i Register of Historic Places.

Nov 2000 — Jan 2001 Independent Consultant

Assisted the O*ahu Metropolitan Planning Organization in carrying out various activities related to the

public input process undertaken to complete the 5-year update of Oahu’s 25-year transportation plan

(Transportation for Oahu Plan 2025).

* Assisted participants at public input and focus group meetings fo complete public preference
surveys, and compiled post-meeting summaries that highlighted critical issues, concerns and ideas
raised during these meetings.

* Compiled, analyzed and organized for publication, the survey data gathered during the public input
meetings.

Apr 1997 — Aug 1997 Historic Preservation Division, State of Hlawai‘ (Honeiulu, HI)
June 1998 - Aug 2000
Historic Preservation Specialist Intern
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Celia Shen
Curriculum Vitae
Page3 of3

Respansible for maintaining the historic architectural properties database, Assisted in the research and

preparation of nominations to the State Register of Historic Places.

* Implemented the successful conversion of the historic architectural properties database into Access
and enhanced the inventory’s usability and accessibility.

* Cataloged the architectural properties photograph collection and added it to the historicat
architectural properties database.

* Assisted in the preparation of State Register nomination forms including the University of Hawaii’s
East—West Center.

Apr 1992 —-Dec 1995 Alexander & Baldwin Properties, Inc. (Honolulu, HI)
Land Planning Analyst

Responsible for the development of land use alternatives, objectives, design eoncepts, written narration

and supporting graphics in order to aid management in developing land planning strategies and

evaluating land use options.

» Coordinated the preparation of zoning amendment petitions for the Port Allen Industrial Expansion
(Kauai) and the Grocery Warehouse ot (Kaua‘i), and assisted in the preparation of the Kukui‘ula
Planned Cormunity Revised Phase 1 (Kaua‘i) zoning amendment petition. All three projects
received County approval for a change in zoning.

* Coordinated the preparation of the Kaunoa Il Agricultural Subdivision (Maui) SMA application.
Project received County approval of the SMA permit.

« Contributed to the development and refinement of A&B Properties' Port Allen/Elecle Master Plan
(Kaua'i) for company-owned lands in the regjon.

* Prepared Capital Expenditure Requests (CER) requiring executive management approval, to
facilitate the progression of land development projects, CER amounts ranged from $15,000 to
$170,000. '

Education
University of Hawai®i at Manoa
Major: Architecture
Degree: Bachelor’s of Architecture, December 1991

University of Virginia - Charlottesville
Major: Urban and Environmental Planning, 25 graduate semester credits completed

University of Hawai'i at Manoa
Major: Historic Preservation
Degree: Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation, May 2000

Major: Urban and Regional Planning
Degree: Master’s of Urban and Regional Planning, May 2004

Professional Affiliations
American Planning Association — National and Hawaii Chapter
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PHILLIP J. ROWELL, P.E.

Principal, Phillip Rowell and Associates

EDUCATION BS, Civil Englneering, 1971, Clemson University
MS, Civil Engineering (Transportation & Traffic Englneering), 1972, Clernson University

REGISTRATION Professional Civit Engineer in California (1975) & Hawall (1989)
MEMBERSHIPS Institule of Transportation Engineers (Life Member)
EXPERIENCE RECORD

1995 {o Present Philllp Rowell and Associates, Honolulu, Hawali
Princlpal of consuliing firm specializing in transportation planning and trafiic engineerng projects in
Hawail and Californfa. The following are representative recent projects:

Pillani Promenade {Kihei)

Saddle Road Extenslon TIAR

KIC Resort Area 26 TIAR (Kailva-Kona)

Puunene Heavy Indusirial Subdivision

Cosco, Lihue, Kaual

Fart Sharler Flats Drainage Improvemenis Trafitc Management Plan
Kapa'a Light Industrial Park (Oahu)

Slryker Brigade Combal Tem Facilities at MCEH

Onizuka Space Center Museum at Keahole Alrport

Hyatt Regency Master Plan (Kaanapalf)

Target (Salt Lake)

Puunene Avenue-Mokulele Highway Widening

UH West Hawali Campus

Oahu Commerclal Harbors 2020 Master Plan

NMFS Hanolulu Laboratory Renewal

Pico-Unlen Nelghborhood Traffic Prolection Plan (Los Angeles)
American Dental Assaclalion Convention Traffic Management Plan {Honoluly)
Lions Clubs Internalional Convention Traffic Management Plan (Honolulu)
First Hawalian Intemational Auto Show Traffic Management Plan
No. 1 Capital District Building Trafiic Impact Analysis

China - U.S. Center Traflic impact Analysis (Hilo)

@ B % & & & B S ¥ S Y oP e N OeEr N "oy

1095 Parsens Engineering Science, Inc., Honolulu, Hawai'
Senlor Traffic Engineer - Responsibliities included business development In the areas of traffic
engineering and transportation planning and coordination of frafiic studies with other disciplines and
offices. Manager of lraffic engineering projects conducted by the Honolulu office. Manager of trafile
engineering projecls conducied by the Honaluly office, including traffic studies for:

. Hawaii Gonvention Cenler Traffic Analysis
- Walrnart Traffic Jmpact Sludy, Walakea, Hilo, Hawali

1989 to 1995 Barton-Aschman Assnclates; Inc., Honolutu, Hawai'
Principal Associate - Manager of the Honolulu office and profect director for all projests conducted in
that affice. Served as Project Manager on the following representative projecis:

Castle Junclion Interchange Study

Aloha Tower Traffic Study

Maut Business Park, Phase 2, Kahului, Maul

Maui Lu Traffic Study, Kihei, Maui

Makena Resort Master Plan Trafflc Impact Study

Kona Coast Resort TIS and Allf Drive Deslgn, Kona

Kahului Town Center TIAR and Basls of Destgn Siudy, Kahului, Maut
Aloha Tower Traffic Impact Studies, Honelulu

Traffic and Parking Studies for Honolule intermatlonal Airport

Traffle and Parking Study for Guam Intemational Airport Expansion
Construction Traffic Management Plan for Honolulu International Alrpori

Phillip J. Rowell, P.E. Page 1 of 2
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1984 to 1989

1982 {0 1984

1980 to 1982

1978 to 1980

1974 to 1978

1974 to 1974

Bartan-Aschman Associates, Inc., Pasadena, CA
Senlor Associate - Performed fraffic impact and parking studies In Califormia, Hawai'i, Arizona, and
Nevada. Representative projects include:

General Telephone Co. HQ Traffic Sludy, Thousand Oaks, CA
Citywide Traffic impact Mitigation Fee Study, Carlsbad, CA
Ave. R/Ave. 8 Corridor and Impact Fee Study, Paimdale, CA
HUSITE Transportafion Planning Study, Las Vegas, NV

CBD Redevelopment Transportation Sludy, Las Vegas, NV
Harbor Gateway Transportation Study, Los Angeles, CA

West Hollywood City-wide Parking Study, West Holiywood, CA
Hollywood Parking Study, Les Angeles, CA

Tucson MalliTucsen Place Traffie Study, Tucson, AZ

Department of Transportation, Beverly Hills, CA

City Traffle Engineer and Assistant Director of Transporation -Beverly Hills, CA - Responsibililies
Included the day-to-day operations of the engineering and parking sections of the DOT; review of all trafiic
impact studies submitted lo the City; Instaliallon and malntenanea of tratiic signals; independently
conducting traffic studies for Gty projecls; and implementation of the Cily's street and alley lighting
program, public shullie bus pragrams, and Street Master Plan.

Wilbur Smith and Assoclates, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia & Hong Kong

Project Deslgn Engineer - Conducied traffic studies and prepared preliminary geomelric plans for 11
interchanges along the Jitra-Butterworth Tell Road in Malaysla, Subsequently prepared final plans for the
interchanges. In Hong Kong, prepared plans for a new inlerchange connecting maintand China with Hong
Kong.

Wilbur Smith and Associates, Lexington, Kentucky

Projest Design Engineer - Prepared plans and specs for lhe following:
. Main Sfreet Interchange, Lexington, KY

. Edgewood Botlevard, Lansing, Ml

. 1-40/1-640 Interchange, Knoxvile, TN

. Kenwood Subdivision, Lexington, KY

Wilbur Smith and Associate, Los Angeles, CA

Senlor Transportation Planner - Major projects warked on were:

- Walt Disney World Transportation Study, Oriande, Florida

. City-Wide Clrculallon Stutly, Sanla Maria, California

. San Gabriel Velley Transit Study for SCRTD, Los Angeles, CA
. West Los Angeles Transit Study for SCRTD, Los Angeles, CA

Wilbur Smith and Associates, Columbia, SC

Deslgn Engineer - Representative prejects Include:

- South Mountain Retirement Resort, Burke County, NC

- Woaccamaw Plantation, Waccamaw, SC

. Manrae Downtown Redevelopment Preject, Monroe, NC
* Seaboard Park Redevelopment Project, Columbla, SC

1971 to 1972 Civil Engineesing Department, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Graduate Teaching Asslstant - Graduale leaching assistant in the: Civil Engineering Department,
Classes Included transportation planning and traffic engineering.
Fhillip J. Rowell, P.E. Page 2 of 2
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Rowiland Reeve. M.A. -

reeve@pacificlegacy.com

Project Director

Summary of Mr. Resve has worked in the field of archaeology for 38 years (1974-present). He has

Qualifications conducted archaeological investigations in Hawaii and the Solomon Islands, as well as being
involved in projects in Australia, Southeast Asia, Central and South America, and Europe. Mr.
Reeve has been a Visiting Researcher at the Austraiian National University and held the post
of Provincial Archaeologlst for the Western Solomon Islands Government. His expetience in
Hawaiian archaeology includes all aspects of fizld investigation. He has directed and
participated in reconnaissance surveys, inventory survey and testing, and data recovery
excavations on O'ahu, Hawai'l, Maui, Moloka'| and Kaho'olawe. Mr. Reeve is also
experienced in conducting archival research and oral history interviews, He has researched
and prepared reports on Hawaiian place names and traditional places for the National Park
Service and the Kaho'olawe Island Conveyance Commission. Mr. Reeve has worked closely
with Native Hawaiian groups and is familiar with both federal and state historic preservation
laws. Mr. Reeve is course certified in Infroduction to Section 106 {(National Preservation
institute, 2012}, and NAGPRA and ARPA: Applications and Requiremenis (National
Preservation Institute, 2012). He is cestified {40-hr HAZWOP ER) to work at sites where
hazardous waste/matetlals are of concern.

Ed;_;catign M.A., Archaeology, Institute of Archaeology, University of Londonh, 1980
B.A., Anthropology, Darimouth College, 1977

Recent Key 2011-2012 Prepared the Historic Preservation Plan and Burial Treatment Plan for a

Projects 25 acre Historic Preserve in the ahupua‘a of Keahuolg, district of North
Kona on the island of Hawai'i. This project was supported in part by
federal funding and involved consuitation under Section 106 of the
National Histaric Protection Act.

2012 Project Supervisor for an archaeological reconnaissance survey of 235
acres of Kamehameha Schools lands located within the *iff of
Honohononui in the South Hilo District on the windward side of the istand
of Hawai‘i. The survey identified a total of 26 archaeological sites, both
pre and post-Comtact. Among the sites documented were traditiona]
fishponds, resldence sites, and a possible burial monument or smali
shrine,

2012 Project Supervisor for the archaeological inventory survey of 68 acres in
the valley of Waipi‘o In the district of Hamakua on the windward coast of
the island of Hawai‘i. The survey identified a total of 33 archaeological
sites located throughout the 68 acre property. These sites included both
agricultural and residential structures, as well as a high walled enclosure
that may have served as a historic corral, and a possible pre-Confact
ceremoanial enclosure.

2011 Project Supervisor for the archaeological inventory survey of 700 acres of
Queen Lili‘uokalani Trust lands in the ahupua'a of Keahuol, district of
North Kona on the island of Hawai'i. In addition to numerous surface
archaeological structures that included habitation sites, ceremonial
structures and petroglyph fields, the survey also revealed a number of
subsurface lava tubes, some of which were found to contain human
remains.

2010 Project Supervisor for the archaeolagical inventory survey of a 25 acre
Historic Preserve in the ahupua‘a of Keahuol, district of North Kona on
the island of Hawai'i. The survey was undertaken to fully document the
archaeological resources present within the 25 acres, and to provide
information that could be used in developing a preservation plan for the
Preserve. The survey resulted in the recording of 96 archaeological sites
containing a total of 489 component features.

2010 Project Supervisor for archaeological data recovery along the southern

Pacific Legacy, Incorporated Page 1 922



Rowliand Reeve. M.A.

B
reeve@pacificlegacy.com

Project Director

2008

2009

2009

2009

2009

2008

2008

Pacific Legacy, Incorporated

end of the proposed Ane Keohokalole Highway Corridor in the district of
North Kona on the island of Hawai'i. Sizeable areal excavations catried
out at both traditional Hawaiian habitation and agricultural structures
revealed much about the chronology and use of the project area during
the pre-Contact period.

Froject Supervisor for the archasological reassessment and geographic
positioning system mapping of previously identified sites within a 548 acre
portion of inland Keahuol@, South Kona on the island of Hawai. The
survey relocated and documented 31 previously recorded archaeological
sites and discovered 16 additional sites. The survey was undertaken to
assist the Queen Lilluckalani Trust in planning development of the
property.

Project Supervisor for an archaeological inventary survey of 353 acre
property in coastal Makalawena, Kona on the island of Hawai‘i. The
survey identified 236 archaeological structures ranging from pre-contact
Hawaiian residential structures to historic corrals. The survey was

- undertaken for Belt Collins Hawai*i on behalf of the Kamehameha

Schools.

Project Supervisor for the archaeological inventory survey of a 628 acre
parcel in coastal Kezhuoli, Kona on the isfand of Hawai'i. The survey
revealed the presence of 322 archaeological structures, including the
remains of pre-contact Hawaiian house complexes and possible religious
structures. Test excavations conducted at several residential structures
yielded a range of traditional artifacts as well as various food remains
providing information on the diet of the early residents of coastal

Keauhou. The survey was undertaken for the Queen Lili uokaiani Trust,
Project Supervisor for an archaeological inventory survey of the southern
portion of the proposed Ane Keohokalole Highway. This section of the
highway corridor contained numerous traditional Hawaiian agricultural and
residential sites, which were mapped and documented. Test excavations
conducted at several sites ylelded abundant cultural remains. The
inventory survey was undertaken for Belt Collins Hawaii to assist both
State and Federal Highways in the planning of the proposed Ane
Keohokalole Highway.,

Project Supervisor for an archaeological reconnaissance survey of the
Keahuolil Archaeological Preserve in Kona on the island of Hawaiti.
Numerous archaeological sites were identified within the preserve area.
These included pre-contact Hawaijian residential complexes, religious
sites, human burials, and an extensive but informal traditional agricultural
field system. The survey was underiaken at the request of Queen
Lili'uokalani Trust fo help determine the components and boundaries of
the Keahuolii Archaeological Preserve,

Project Supervisor for an archaeological reconnaissance survey of a 110
acre property in the ahupua'a of Kealia | in South Kona on the island of
Hawai‘l. The survey revealed the presence of an extensive pre-contact
agricultural system consisting of walled fields, trails and associated
residential structures. The survey was undertaken for Kamehameha
Schools to assist them in determining the location of a logging road.
Project Supervisor for the archaeological assessment and geographic
positioning of sites within the proposad University of Hawaii West Hawaii
Carmpus in the district of Kona on the island of Hawai*, GPS (geographic
positioning syster) equipment was used to more accurately locate
previously recorded archaeological sites within a large lava tube complex
that extended across the property. The work was undertaken to assist Wil
Chee Planning in preparing an Environmental Assessment for the State of
Hawail,
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Rowland Reeve. M.A.

£
reeve@pacificlegacy.com

Project Director

2007-2008

2004-2008

2008

2007

2007

2005-2007

2005-2008

Professional 2004 - Present
Employment

2002-2004

Pacific Legacy, Incorporated

Project Supervisor for archasological survey and data recovery conducted
along the Proposed Main Street Road at the University of Hawaii West
Hawaii Campus in Kona on the island of Hawai*i. The survey revealed
the presence of a petroglyph cluster, as well as sfone structures situated
within a large lava tube. Excavations at one structure within the tube, the
only feature scheduled to be impacted by road construction, revealed that
it did not contain a human'burial. The survey and excavations were
conducted for Mitsunage and Associates.

Project Supesvisor for the monitoring and mitigation of archaeclogical
sites during ordnance clearance and removal operations within the
Former Waikoloa Maneuver Area, district of South Kohala on the Island of
Hawai’i, The former maneuver area was utilized as a U.S. Marine Comps
live fire training range during the Second World Wear, Investigations
involved the survey of over 7,900 acres, and the documentation of 1,520
archaeolagical sites, Sites ranged from traditional Hawaiian dwellings and
agriculturat fields to the World War Il era Marine base of Camp Tarawa.
All sites were monitored to ensure that they were not disturbed by the
ordnance clearance activifies undertaken at the request of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Honolulu District,

Project Supervisor for the archaeological inventory survey of an
agricultural property located atong the slopes above Kealakekua Bay on
the island of Hawaii. The survey revealed the presence of pre-contact
stone house foundations, as well as stacked stone mounds that may
contain human burials.

Project Supervisor for the archaeological inventory survey of a segment of
the Mud Lane Road Corridor within the district of Hamakua, island of
Hawai'i. Survey and test excavations were conducted along the route of
the historic era road corfidor. Excavations revealed the presence of a
buried pavement that proved to be a cobbled road bed constructed
sometime in the 1920s or 30s to provide vehicle access fo the nearhy
sugar mill at Kukuihaele.

Project Supervisor for archaeological assessment survey of a 25 acre
Department of Hawailan Home Lands property at Waizkea, South Hilo,
island of Hawai'i. The property, adjacent to the Hilo Airport, had formed
part of the Hilo Naval Air Station during the Second World War. World
War || era building foundations were identified and documented during the
survey, which was conducted to assist PBR Hawaii in preparing an
Environmental Assessment of the property.

Supervised archaeological monitoring of construction activities at the
Shores at Kohanaiki, a 450 acre residential development on the Kona
coast of the island of Hawai'i. Several human buiials were discovered
during construction and their in-situ preservation was coordinated with the
State Historic Preservation Division and the Hawaii Istand Burial Council.
Project Supervisor for the archaeological monitoring of road widening
along a stretch of the Queen Katahumanu Highway near Kailua, Kona on
the island of Hawali. Construction activities related to the highway
widening exposed a number of subterranean lava tubes which were
investigated and found not to contain human burials. The monitoring was
undertaken for Hawalian Dredging at the requaest of State Highways.

Senior Archaeclogical Supervisor for Pagific l.egacy, Inc. Management of
all archaeological projects conducted on the island of Hawait|,
Supervisory Archaeologist, International Archeological Research Institute
tnc. Maui, Hawai'l. Conducted survey and excavation of archeological

Page 3
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Rowiand Reeve. M.A. £

reeve@pacificlegacy.com

Project Director

sites resting within the boundaries of the Kipahulu section of Haleakala
National Park.

Freelance Writer and Photographer in Bangkok, Thailand. Traveled
throughout East and Southeast Asia writing and photographing.

2000-2002 Historic Preservation Quality Control Manager for the Kaho'olawe isiand
Ordnance Clearance Project. Provided oversight for all archiaeclogical
work being conducted on the island during unexploded ordnance removal
operations undertaken for the U.S. Navy by Parsons/UXB Joint Venture.

1993-2000 Independent researcher, editor, and author publishing scholarly articles
and books, including the book titled: Kaho'ofawe: Na Leo O Kanaloa. Also
participating in preparing the museum exhibits fitled: Kaho olawe: Ke
Aloha Kupa'a | Ka "Aina (Steadfast Love of the Land) and Kaho'olawe-
Rebirth of a Sacred Island.

1991-1993 Contracted by the federally appointed Kaho'olawe Island Conveyance
Commission to research and prepare reports on the traditional places and
place names of the islkand of Kaho'olawe.

1988-1980 Research Associate for University Kebangsaan, Malaysia and Northern
Territory Museum of Australia. Collaborated with local archaeologists in
the excavation of a 1st century A.D. village site in coastal mangrove
swamps in Perak, Malaysia. Participated in the excavation of a 20,000
year old cave site in the MacDonaid Ranges of Central Australia.

1987-1938 Provincidl Archaeologist, Western Province Government, Solomon
Islands. Established a regional archaeclogy program and instructed iocal
trainees in the art of surveying ancient sites and recording oral traditions.

1985-1986 Archagologist for Operation Raleigh (Solomon istands and Henduras) and
the Ecuadorian Government. Surveyed and recorded oral fraditions of
ancient sites lying within the Mase valley on the island of New Georgia,
Solomon Islands. Survey of pre-Columbian sites on Mosquite Coast.
Excavation of a pre-Columbian refigious site on the Ecuadorian coast,

1980-1982 Excavation Supervisor for Bemice P. Bishop Museum. Supervised the
survey and excavation of indigenous Hawaiian sites of Waimea on the
island of Hawalil.

1979-1980 Archaeologist for Mary Rose Trust as well as Scottish and French
Governments. Underwater excavation of the wreck of Henry Viil's
flagship, the Mary Rose. Excavation of a Neolithic setlement and
agricultural site on the istand of Westray. Excavation of two Paleolithic

* cava sites within the Dordogne river valley.

1977-1978 Archaeologist for Bernice P. Bishop Museum. Participated in various
archaeological surveys and excavations conducted throughout the
Hawaiian chain.

Selected Reports 1999 A Piece of Kaho'clawe Comes Home. In Honoluly Magazine,
Publications &
Accomplishments

1998 Kaho'olawe: An Archaeological Landscape. In Freserving Hawai'i's Traditional
Landscapes.

Pacific Legacy, Incorporated Page 4 925



Rowiand Reeve. VML.A. B

reeve@pacificlegacy.com

Project Director

1996 To Preserve An Island. In the Approaches fo Herifage issue of Cultural Resource
Management, a publication of the National Park Service.

1996 Kaho'olawe: Na Leo O Kanaloa, “Ai Pohaku Press,
1991  Sharks Hawai'i. Co-author, Bemice P. Bishop Museum Prass,
1980  Pulau Kulit Kerang: Islands in the Sea of Time. In Wings of Gold.

1980 The Early History of the Western Province: Results of Recent Investigations. In *O"Q;
A Journal of Sofomon Istand Studies.

1989 Recent Work on the Prehistory of the Western Solomons, Melanesia. In the fndo-
Pacific Prehistory Association Bulfetin.

1883  Archaeological Investigations in Section 3. In Investigations of the Mudland-Waimea-
: Kawaihae Road Corridor, Island of Hawai'i, 8ernice P. Bishep Museum.

Additional Author, co-author or contributor to numerous technical reports and professional presentations.

Publications and Mr. Reeve is also an experienced archaeological photographer whose images have appeared
. i1 numerous exhibits and publications. These include Legacy in Stone, the Hawai'i State

Experience Department of Land and Natural Resources Calendar for 2001. His photographs are in the

collection of the Hawai'i State Foundation of Culture and the Aris,

Professional . .

Affiliations & Society for Hawaiizn Archaeology

Memberships

Pacific Legacy, Incorporated Page 5 926



DENNIS L. HIROTA, PhD, PE, LPLS

|[EMPLOYER | President, Sam O. Hirota, Inc. 1986-Present
Executive VP 1971-1986
USAE {Capt) 1968-1871

{YEARS OF EXPERIENCE | 41

Diplcma Punahou School 1958

CATIO

IEDU ATION l BS (CE) University of Michigan 1963 Civil Engineering

MS (CE) University of Michigan 1964 Sanitary Engineering
PhD (CE) University of Michigan 1970 Civil Engineering

, il | Land Surveying 1997 Hawaii #9141

|EXPERIENCE/QUALIFICATIONS | Land Court 2004 Hawail #289

: E ¥ o PR aN S
P RS lA;

AR R ) Tt e D R A T
alifjcation

University of Hawaii

Office of Mauna Kea Managent (2008-2012), Regent member, UHawaii Steering Commiittee for
Thiry Meter Telescope (2008-2012).

Smithsonian institution SMA Base Facility, Hilo, Hawaii (2001 -2003) Civil engineering and
surveying services were provided for the design of a new astronomy base facility located at the
University of Hawaii Hilo Research Technology Park. The building houses offices and labora-
tories to support the activities and personnel at the Science Group’s Sub-millimeter Array
(SMA) antennas project on the summit of Mauna Kea. 2004 AJA Award of Excellence Engi-
neering Cost $500,000 (Principal Civil Engineering)

Punahou School Kindergarten and First Grade, Honolulu, Hawaii (2008). Civil engineering
services were provided for the Kindergarien and First Grade Facilities, Roadway
and Parking. This facility lincluded spaces for administration, learning, music, art,
drama, chapel, gathering, physical education and play. This project consists of 5
buildings and renovation of 3-story Wilcox Hall of approximately 22,000 sq ft. Civil
engineering services included site investigation, site layout plan, site grading plan,
erosion controt plan, NPDES Permit, specifications, and construction services. This project
obtained LEED Platinum Certification. As part of the LEED Platinum Certification, multiple LID
technigues were used including: rainwater harvesting, bioswales, and permeable pavements.

Army Residential Communities Initiative (RCI) 6 Army Bases, Coast Guard, Oahu, Hawaii
FEEX1(2004-2012) Civil Engineer of Record for infrastructure design documents as Infrastruc-
P Wiure Engineering Consultant team leader with design/builder Actus Lend Lease. Work
’%‘includes design document preparation for utilities, grading, roads, and waik-ways.

#r‘ Aerial mapping of all Army bases on Oahu (approximately 2,000 actes). Construction
l’ Cost $1,700,000,000 Engineering Construction Cost $400,000,000

Sam O. Hirota, inc.
R N e e e o e e o o o o T e e e e

927



Connections Public Charter School
Special Permit Application (12-000138)

Table of Exhibits
March 2008 Connections received approval in principal from 1
BLNR
June 2009 to Community meetings and community input 2
present
October 2010 Office of Environmental Quality Control issues a 3
Finding of No Significant Impact for the project
January 2011 | BLNR issues unanimous approve of D-4 “issuance 4
of Direct Lease to Connections”
April 11, 2012 | Transmittal of Metes and Bounds description to 5
DLNR {payment of publication)
May 1, 2012 Public Notice of Direct Lease 4]
July 18, 2012 | Connections request status of Lease Agreement to 7
DILNR
dJuly 18, 2012 | Connection request of Right-of-Entry DLNR 8
July 14 -30, 2012 | Connection is a victim of company’s gross 9
negligence; Connections files Police Report of
property damage and theft
August 1, 2012 | Cease and desist letter to company 10
August 15, 2012 | DLNR Notice of Cease and Desist to Connections 11
August 17, 2012 | Connections acknowledges DLNR Notice of Cease 12
and Desist
August 31, 2012 | Complaint files of Office of Regulated Indusiries 13
August 31, 2012 | Grading Viclation Issued by the Department of 14
Public Works
October 18, 2012 | Vandalism at Connection Charter School 15
November 2, 2012 | Supplemental Kaumana Cave Report from Rowland 16

Reeves, Archeologist
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STATE OF HARWAII
DEPARRTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESCURCES
Land Division
Honolulu, Hawaii 898813

March 2§, 2008

Board of Land and Natural Resources PSF No.:08HD-018
State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii HAWATT

Approval in Principle of Direct Lease to Connections Nety
Century Public Charter School for School Purposes, Kaumana,
Hawaii, Tax Map Key: {(3) 2-5-6:141.

ADPLICANT

Connections New Century Public Charter Schoel, whose business and
mailing address :s 174 Kamehameha Avenue, Hilo, Hawaii 96720.

LEGAL _REFERENCE :

Section 171-95(a) {2} and 95.5, Hawaii Revisaed Statutes, as
amended.

LOCATION:
Government lands situated av Ponahawai, Kaumana, Kukuau 2nd,

South Hilo, Hawaii, identified by Tax Map Key: (3} 2-5-5:141, as
shown on the attached map lakeled Exhibit A.

AEER:

72.43 gcres, mor: or less.

Z0NING:
State Land Use District: Agriculture
County of Hawaii CZO: A-1A

TRUST LAND STATUS:

Section 5{b} lands of the Hawali Admission Act

DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State
Constitution: YB3 NO x

-

CURRENT USE STATUS:

Vacant.
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BLNR - Approval in prineipal Page 2 March 23, 2008
For Direct Lease to
Connections NCPCS

Encumbered by Grant of Non-Exclusive Rasement bearing Land Office
Deed No. 8-28322, GTE Hawaiian Telephone Co. Inc,, for telephone
civenit facilities purposes.

Encumbered by Grant of Non-Bxclusive Easement bearing Land 0ffice

Deed No. S§-2B8353, GTE Hawaiian Telephone Co. Inc., for telephone
transmission purposes.

CHARAMCTER OF USE:
School purposes.
LEASE TERM:
Bixty-five (85) years
COMMENCEMENT DATR:
The first day of the month ts be determined by the Chairperson.
ANNURATL, RENT:

To be d=termined upon final submlttal to the Land Board upon
satisfactory compliance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, as amended.

METHOD OF PAYMENT:

Bem:-annual payments, in advance.

RENTAL REOPENTINGS:

To be determined upon final submittal to the Land Board upon
satisfactory compliance with Chapter 343, Hawail Revised
Statutes, as amended.

PERFORMANCE BOND:

Twice the annual rental amount.

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS:

Utilitles - utkilities are available.

Slope — 4% to 6%

Elevation - 725-909 ft.

Rainfall - 193.2 inches per year.

5CS Soil Series - Lava flows, pahoehoe.

Land Study Burea: -~ D3C0 has a productivity rating of '"ev for
grazing, °d" for sugarcane and orchard and "e" for vegetables and
forage. -

Legal access to property - Staff has verified that there is legal
access to the property off of Kaumana Drive and Edita Strest.
Subdivision - Staff has verified that the subject property is a

931



BLNR - Approval in prineipal Page 3 March 28, 2008
For Direect Lease to
Conn=ctions NCPCS

legally subdivided lot.

Encumbrances - Staff has verified that the following encumbrances
. exist on the property: Grant of Non-Exclusive Easement bearing Land

Office Deed No. 8-28322, GTE Hawalian Telephone Co. Inec., Ffor

telephone circuit facilities purposes and Grant of Non-Exclusive

Eagement bearing Land Office Deed No. §-28353, GTE Hawaiian

Telephone Co. Inc., for telephone transmission purposes.

CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:

This is a request for the Land Board's approval in prineiple of a
lease to Copnections New Century Public Charter School and for
Connections New Century Public Charter School to comply with Chapter
343, Hawaii Revised sStakutes, as amsnded.

DCCA VERIPICATION:

Place of business registration confirmed: YES —..x No ____
Registered business name confirmed: YES .___x NO
Applicant in good standing confirmed: YES x NG

ABPLICANT REQUIREMENTS:

Applicant shall be required to:

1} Prepare and process, at its own cost, all necessary studies
and documentation for compliance with Chapter 343, Hawaii
Revised Sktatutes, as amended.

REMARKS:

The subjeck property is currently vacant. Besides 2 easementsf
we have no records of any past dispositions.

The current zoning 1s agriculture. The proposed use is allowed.

Applicant qualifies for a direct lease pursuant to Section 171-
85(a) (2) and 95.5, Hawaii Revigsed Staktutes, as amended. Charter
signed by Governor, Chairperson of the Board of Education and
Superintendent of Education on May 5, 2000.

The school is in the process of hiring a consultant to prepare
the environmental assessmenkt, and if necessary, any other
approvals. The site plan for the propexty is still in the early
stages of development. The educational facility that the school
envisions requires learning environments that support curiosity,
as well as literacy. The future campus is to be built with a
focus on creating an environment that is personalized, learning-
forused, collaborative, connected to khe community and adaptable
and Tlexible. The authors of Architecture for Achievement :
Building Patterns for Smail School Learning define 25 design
“patterns” in creating buildings that are “in harmony with
geography, climate, context, and the culture of place.” The
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BLHR - Approval in principal Fage 4 March 28, 2dq08
For Direct Leass to
Connections NcpCs

patterns, listed below, are grouped according to their primary
focus:

Personalized Learning-Focusned

Ruman Scale Signature

Greeting and Gatekeeping Display

Wayfinding and Streetscapes Transparency

Distributed Resources

Varied Spaces

Safety Studios and Specialty Labs
Lifelong Fitness Presentation

Integrated Technology
Collaborativae Indoor/Outdoor Connections

Clusters of Learning
Gathering Spaces

Optimal Light
Acoustic Balance

Professional Work Areas

Communi ty~Connectead
Siting in Context
Community Resources

Adaptable and Flexible
Multi-Use Classrooms
Learning Supports
{Furniture and Storage)
Flexible Boundaries
Adaptable Utilities
Living Buildings

Applicant has not had a lease, permit, easement or other
disposition of State lands terminated within the last Five vears
due to non-compliance with such terms and conditions,

If Land Board approval in principal is obtained, the Connections
New Century Public Charter School will pursus compliance with
Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended and incorporate
agencies and community comments.

BC NDAT

L.

That the Board:

Approve in principle, a new dirsct lease to Connections New
Century Public Charter School, subject ko the follawing:

A,

AL its own cost Connections New Century Public Charker
School shall pursue satisfactory compliance with Chapter
343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended, and obtain a
finding of no significant impact (FONSI} within kwenty-
four (24} months of the Land Board’s approval;

Should Connections New Century Public Charter School
fail to obtain satisfactory compliance with Chapter 343,
Hawaili Revised Statutes, as amended, within twenkty-four
{24) months, the Land Board’'s approval shall be
considered rescinded;

Comnegtions New Century Public Charter School
acknowledges the following:

i) All costs associated with the necessary compliance

933



ii)

iii)

BLNR .~ Approval in pripeipal Page 5 March 28, 2008
For Direct Lease Lo
Connections NCDCS

with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as
amended, shall be borne by Connections New Century
Pulalic Charter 8cheool;

That this actiom is an approval in principlie and
does not provide any assurance of a direct lease
and such approval of a direct lease shall be
subject to consideration by the Land Board under a
separate action after satisfactorily complying with
Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended;

That there has been no representations or assurance
made regarding the annual rent to be paid under a
direct Jlease, Connections New Century Public
Charter School agrees to provide a proposal for
rent and justification for such rent in connection
with the Iland Board’s final consideration of a
direct lease after satisfactorily compliance with
Chapter 343, Hawali Revised Statutes, as amended.

Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by
the Chairperson to best serve the interests of the
State.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gl E Ipnsdl,

Charlene B. Unoki
Asgigtant Administrator

APEROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

fe—

ra H/ f%}élen, Chairperson
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Kaumana Parcel

1,380 1.840

920

0 230 460
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APPLICATION AND QUALIFICATION GUESTIONQ{{AiﬂE'ﬁ';G il?l'ﬁ? 4
{Non-Profit)
Write answers in the spaces provided. Aftach additional sheets as neggssary. Heatly indjeating the
applicable section number.

WL
Part I: General (nformation o ]"
1. Applicant's legal name: Connections New Century Public Charter School

2. Applicant's full mailing address:

174 Kamehameha Ave.

Hila, H! 96720
3. Name of contact person: John Thatcher

Contact person Phone No.: 808-935-2395 Fax No.: 808-961-2665
4, Applicant is interested in the following parcel:

Tax Map Key No.; (3}2-5-8:141 Location: Kaumana in_Hilo

If Applicant is current lessee: General Lease No.:

5, When was Applicant incorporated? chartered in 2000

8. Attach the following:

Articles of Incormporation

Bylaws

List of the non-profit agency's Board of Directors
IRS 501(c)(3) or (c)(1} status determination

Tax clearances from State of Hawaii and respective county Real Property Tax Office.

nmm e 0 wo»

Audited financlal statements for the last three years. If not audited, explain why.
If Applicant is a new start-up, attach projected capital and operating budgats.
G.  Any program material which describes eligibility requirements or other requirements to
receive services
Part II: Qualification

7. is Applicant registered to do business in Hawail: Yes

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Profit Appllcatiomﬁl Bi it wé_”
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10.

11.

2.

13.

Has Applicant recaived tax exempt status from the Internal Revenue Service?

Is Applicant licensed or accredited in accordance with federal, State or county

slatules, ruies, ordinances, to conduct the proposed activities?

List all such licenses and accreditations required: Charter sianed by Governor, Chairperson of

the Board of Education and Superintendent of Education

Yes

Yes

Fev. 08/30/05

s Appiicant in default or otherwise not in good standing with any State No
{e.g. POS agency, DCCA, DLNR, etc.)?

If yes, explain:

Has Applicant had a State of Hawaif lease, permit, license, easement or No
sale in fee cancelled within the last five years? If yes, list;

Doc. No. Type of Aaresment Term of Agreement

Does Applicant have any policies which diseriminate against anyone on the No

basls of race, creed, color, national origin, sex or physical handicap?

If yes, explain;

Has Applicant received funding from a federal, State, or county government Yes
agercy, the Aloha United Way, and/or a major private foundation within the

last three years? Please list all such contracts below:

Agency Contract Term Contract Amount
State of Hawail per pupil allocation 2005-2006 schoal vear $1.886.046.00
Federa] Titie | 2005-2006 school vear $83.447.00
Federal impact Aid 2005-2008 school year $92.475.00
State of Hawaii per pupil allocation 2008-2007 school year $2.435,250.00
Federat Title | 2006-2007 school vear $73,673.00

Non-Profit Application Form, page 2
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14,

Agenc Contract Term Confract Amouni
hgency Loniract Amount

Federal Impact Aid 2006-2007 school year $85,246.00

State of Hawail per punil allogation 2007-2008 school year $2,925,789.00
Federa Tifle | 2007-2008 schoo| year 315,000 {to 1/25/08)
Federal impact Aid 2007-2008 school year $97.558.00

if Applicant has nof received funding from a federal, State or county government agency, the
Aloha United Way and/or a major private foundation during the past three years, describe
Applicant's qualifications to effectively perform the proposed services, including but not limited
to, granis or subsidles received fram non-major, private fundors and/or staff or Board members
who possess significant experience in Applicant's service field,

Part lil:Program Aclivities and Persons to be Served

15.

16.

What activities will be conducted on the premises to be leased?

K-12 educaticnal prograrn as defined in chartering document

What are the specific objectives of these activities?

Vision: To establish and sustain a community, business, and learning 'ohana {family). Within

this framework, inquiry and project-based currictla will skress independent thinkina,

development of the indjﬁduai’s mind and talents, cooperafive leaming, sense of self within the

neighborhood and the world-wide community with particular altention to the precious and

unigue environiment of Hawaii, both as an island ecology and a place where ethnic diversity is

the norm.,

Mission: Our mission is lo create an 'ohana which is conducive to the recoaniion and

development of individual talents. Thematic and experiential learning experiences are provided

which focus on how studenis constuet knowledde using creative and critical thinking. A forusm

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Profit Application Form, page 3
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for the development of the ability to recognize and differentlate a guality result or product is

offered. Ciassroom experiences are connected to real life experences so that students can
i row in the understanding of themselves In relation to their community and the word.

Quicomes/goals: Instruction is guided by five powerful student-centered goals. Students

demonstrate mastery through_exhibitions, successfu! prolects. and demonsirations of cantent

' - mastery. The focus is on fully informing_and preparing students for their future, particularly in

fostering careers thak sustain the egonorny on this jsland.
Goal 1 ~ Caring, Responsible Communily Members: Students shall develop their abilities to
become responsible members of a family, work group, or locallglobal community within the

D ) framework of democracy,

Goal 2 - Creative, Crilical Thinkers: Students will think creatively, critically, and strategically to

make effective decisions, solve problems, and achieve aoals in thelr academic, personal and
social fives, in and out of school,

Goal 3 - Effective Communicators: Students will write, speak and listen effectively in a variety of

situalions for a variely of audiences and purposes.

Goal 4 - Users and Producers_of Technology: Student will understand, use, and evaluale

technologies as well as produce new innovative uses and applications in g variely of contexts
for a variety of audiences and purposes including academic, personal and social,

Goal § - Stewards of Hawaii's Unique Environment: Students will understand a variety of eco-

systems, natural enerqy flows and the natural environment in order io preserve and design

systems o renew natural resources and habitats. !

17.  Describe the community need for and the public benefit derived from these activities.

Charter schools are nonsectarlan public schools of choice that operate with freedom from many

of the requlations that apply to traditional publle schools. The "charter® eslahiishing each such

school is_a_performance contract detailing the school's_mission, program, goals, students

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Profit Application Form, page 4
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18.

19,

served, methods of assessment, and ways to meastre success. Charer schools are
accouniable to their sponsoer to produce positfve academic results and adhere fo the charter
contract, The basic concept of charter schools is that they exerclse Increased autonomy in
return for this accountability. They are accountable for both academic results and fiscal

practices to several groups: the sponsor that grants them, the parents who choose them, and
the public that funds them.

Describe the targeted population for these activities by: 1) age group, 2) gender, 3) ethnic
background, 4) income level, 5) geographic location of residence, 6) special needs/disability,
and 7) other applicable characteristic(s).

The schooi seives families coming from a range of geographical locations on the Big [sfand.
The communities presently served include Hilo_extending nopthward to the Hamakua district

and Waimea; upper Puna district to Volcano Village: and the lower Puna district to Pahoa,

There are currently 352 sludenis enrolled. The school serves an ethnically and economically

diverse population. Eihnically the 2007-2008 student population is as follows in descending
order: 35% White, 28% Hawalian or Part Hawailan, 15% - Mixed {Other), 4% Portuquese. 4%
Hispanic, 4% Japanese, 3% Native American, 3% Filipino, 2% Black, 1% Samoan, 1% Korean,
and 1% Chinese. Fifty-five percent of the students recelve free or reduced Iunches,

Connectic.ms has a_significant population of students with special needs {12% of total

population), Special education_siudenis are intearated into the classrooms using an inclusion

model. A little over 1% of the siudents within the school have section 504 accommodations.

The school also has a growing ELL (English Language Learner) population.

Describe all eligibility requirernents of clients to participate in the activities, e.g. age, income
level, ethnic background, income leve!, disability, efc.

Nong

Fev. 08/30/05 Non-Projit Application Form, page 5
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24.

20.

23.

Do you require membership to participate in these activities? Yes

If yes, list the requirements of becoming and remaining a2 member:

Enrollment in the schoal

How many unduplicated persons will engage in the activities annually?

Activity Persons Per Year

The populalion of the school is currently 359 students. The school currently has 52 emplovees.

Is State funding made available for the activities to be conducted Yes
on the leased premises?

if yes, by which Stale agency: The Hawaii State Charter Schools Administrative Office
List all activities to be conducted on the leased premises which require payment of excise

taxes, e.g. subleasing, sale of producls or services. Include an estimate of annual gross
revernues from sach activity.

Developrnent of the Land

Describe the proposed site development plan for the property, indicating the location and size
of buildings, parking areas, landscaped areas and related uses. Aftach skeich of plan if
available.

The site plan for the vroperty Is still in the early slzges of development. The vision has besn

highly_influenced by Randall_Fielding an award-winning_educational facility planner who

specializes in holistic, vision-driven desians for tomorrow's learners. The educational facility

that_the school envislons requires_learning environments_that supnort_curlosity. as well as

literacy. The school will integrate a new understandging of learning for the 21st century that

Rev. 08/30/05 Mon-Profit Application Form, page 6
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25.

26.

27.

axtends beyond traditional building solutions. Foriunalely, a substantial, readily sccessed

database of educational archilecture over the last decade has resulted In a rapidly emerglng

language of best practices for planning_and desioning 21st century schools. The emerqing

language of educational design supports bolh the foundational skills of literacy with ihe

demands of a global economy, which require that leamers are curious, self-directed, and able
to work across platforms. Six aspects of best practice offer essential elements that suoport the
requirements of the schoof's educational framawork:

1. Supporting teaching and learning

2. Maximizing physical comiort and well bein

3. Bemonstrating environmental }esgonsibilim

4. Serving the community

5. Establishing design principles thal make buildings work better, last longer, cost less fo
renovale and maintain, and inspire and adapt io changing needs

8. Applying open, transparent and collaborative processes that aliow the schoo! and community
io assume ownership of planning and design

What improvements io the land do you intend to make and at what cost?
We are in the process of hiring a consultant to prepare the EA {(environmental assessment).
That information will be included in the EA.
How will the improvements be funded?
Same as #25.
Describe alt environmental, land use and other permitting requirements which must be met 1o
develop the [and as proposed.
Rav 08:30/05 Non-Profit Application Form, page 7
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EA Is needed for the use of State lands. Qur consultant during the consultation process with

other qovernment agencies, will incorporate any permits/approvals required.

28.  Will you be subleasing any portion of the property? If yes, describe the sublease uses:

Part V: Nolarized Certification

fWe hereby certify that the statemenis and information contained in this Application and
Questionnaire, including all attachments, are true and accurate lo the best of myfour knowledge and
understand that if any statements are shown to be false or misrepresented, liwe may be disqualified
from receiving a lease or my/our lease may be canceled.

L/O})ﬂ A '7%43 %CA €4

Connections Pub lic Charter Schoof

Applicanl Name

Applicant Name

By:

OA. } THLL.

By:
Ils:(/ CfO

lis:

Date: 1/9..8'/06

Subscribed and swom to before me this

Notary Public\ {HNDELLA PERREIRA

County of: ixdl

State of:

My commtission expires: 54/0?' /.30?/

Rav, 08/30/05

Non-Profit Application Form, page 8
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Commumty Meeting
June 3, 2011

Te

Historic Kress Building
174 Kamehameha Avenue, Hilo

5:00-5:30 p.m. Light Refreshrents
5:30-7:00 p.m. Community Input

P i

LB

Yeur input is invited rcgarc[ing C onnections
Fublic hartes Scheplls future campus In
K avmana. f’lcastp[n us.
v 5pcda| Guests: Wil Chiee Flanners, (rban
\Works, Mira [moge Canstructian, and
Shain & Associates

Connections
Public Charter School

[

cpes@bpwaiim.com
Cail 961-3664 for more information.
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Connections Public Charter School
A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

june 6, 2011

Alcha

On behalf of Connections Public Charter School, we would like ta sincarely thank
you for attending the June 3, 2011 community meeting regarding’ Connections'
plans for a future campus..Your input and opinions are greatly appreciated, and
will help determine our direction as we move forward with our project.

We will continue to invite the input of the Kaumana Community. If you would like
to provide the mailing addresses of neighbors whom we missed in our last
malling, it would be very helpful in reaching a broader Kaumana population.

Again, thank you for attending and for sharing your thoughts.

-

Sincerely,

Urabice Medtin

Heather McDaniel

Connections Public Charter Schoot
Local School Board Chair
Kaumana Campus Commitiee

174 Kamnehameha Ave, Hilo, Hi. 36720 - Phone 1-808- 9613664
FAX 1-808-961-2665 Email cpes@hawait.axr.com
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Kaumana Community Meeting

Connections Charter Schoo!

June 3, 2011

Questions, Concerns and Comments

What is the likelihood of the permit being approved? We don’t know, that is
why this meeting is belng held so we can find out your concerns

Resident concerns: (1) This is the first opportunity you folks have given us to voice our
concerns(We advertised in the paper about a meeling 2 years ago) (2) Were the
conditiorsof the land Board megt? ( so far they have ) (3) How will you address the
change to our quality of life,.this is an old neighborhood. {The community will be able
to have use of the gymnasium and other ideas can he discussed)

What about access to the property? There may be access from Puainako extension and
the first thing we will da is fence the pro perty.

If you don’t have places for easement then it looks like you won't have it Edita Street
and Melemanu will be affected. Traffic was monitored and reported in the EIS, It
would be at acceptahle levels. It may be recommended %o have a dedicated left turn
lanie on Edita to minimize impact to neighborhood.

How do you intend on getting jaf an alternate entrance:’Are you Serious? A priority for
the school is to get that easement.

The permitting process is how long? Once County accepts completed application it
could be up to 8 months.

How long does a construction permit last? A couple of yéars.
What is the estimated cost to the school? 20 Million
Where would the funds come from? Private sources

There are already two elementary schools in the area. Where do your students comea
from? 50% Hilo and 50% Puna

Would students from the neighborhood have preference? Right now an
enrollment form is accepted and you are put on the wait list.
What are the conditions to get into Connections? If we have the space,

If you have a waitlist and Connections will be a community school, why don’t you have
just community studants?

Would the community have a say in what is taught at the school? The neighborhood
should benefit, if it's in our neighborhood we should have a say. The Local
School Board makes decisions. It Is a collaboration based on our charter docirments,
We have a working relationship with CRDG and are a demonstration site; steel guitars
are heing made through the Makery program.

949



Kaumana Community Meeting
Connections Charter School
June 3, 2011

What measures will be taken that will assure the privacy of the community is
maintained?  Fence and monitering those on campus

Do you have the title to the property? Woe have been granted a 65 year lease. The
Aitorney General is working on the documentation.

[f it is denled what will you do? agriculture projects

John Ida, the architect, commented that we will work to make sure the land is
sustainable. The school will be 100 feet from the property line, and use of cisterns,
catchment. The project will keep in line with the kinds of things that fit into the area,
Raise the buildings off the ground to minimize the impact on the land and Ideas of
thatsort,

When will the first building be inhabited? 2013, 2014

Will the phases take longer? it depends on permitting. It could ba up to
2017 and the ability to raise the funds.

Some residents who were within 500 feet of the proposed school property were not
notified { Mélenanu area). Will you be notifying them next time? Yes we wilt.
When would you fike to have the question of easement solved 2 Make some
progress this summer,

i can’t give you my support unless | know that the easement (another entrance to
property) is a high priority. We hope to have some questions answered by
the end of summey.

There are 60 lots with one road to the subdivision and to have a school at the beginning,
the traffic and the quality of life will be seriously affected. tht:ﬁ-;e real concern is the
easement,
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Informational Dinner Night

Presented By: Connections Future Visionary Association (CFVA)

When: Thursday April 16®, 2009

Where: Connections Public Charter School
(KI‘ €SS BUildlng) Entrance on Kamehameha Ave.

5:30pm- 7:30pm
5:30pm Complimentary Dinner
6:00pm'—- 7:30p1h Meeting
Why: New Facility Development
“Kaumana Property”
Guest Speakers:
Wil Chee Planning and Development

174 Kamehameha Ave., Hilo, Hawaf'i - Phone 1-866-961-3664 FAX 1-808-961-2665
Email: cpes@aloha,net
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Connectlions Public Charfer Schoof
A Community, Business & Education Learning ‘Ohana

August 22, 2011

Aloha Kaumana Communlity Residents,

We are pleased to invite you to a community meeting regarding our plans for a
new facility on a 73-acre parcet of State land on Edita Street. We will meet at the
Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria on Friday, September 2, 2011 at 5 p.m. to
discuss the project, and to hear your input.

Please share this information with other community residents who may not have
gotten this mailer.

We hope to see you there!
Sincerely, -
Heather McDaniel

Local School Board Chair
Connections Public Charter School

174 Kamehameha Ave,, Hilo, HI 96720 - Phone 1-808-961-3664
cpes@hawail.or.com FAX 961-3664
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Appleafien Ra, _,,: L[m
QEPARTHENT OF EUUCATION « STATE OF HAWAI

AEPLICATION FOR USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS, FAGILITIES, OR GROUNDS
(Application must ba roceived by the School al leas! 10 warking days prior ko riquestad dats of uss.)

FORM BO-4, Rew, TR9

e Aua. (A ga il
WERESPECTEULLY REQUEST THE LISE OF: . DO CLASSROON £3 AUDITORIUM CILIBRARY v
ﬁDINIHG RODK D EYMNASIUN A OTHER - q‘l v
i

Armw@mecaonu ON THE FOLLOWING DATE(S)H
) PRLEIpear)

prow HAPO  smpmro 1220 | amigE)

FOR THE PURPUSE OF [GIVE INFORMATION O usep_Comntlind g maa-ﬁg 9":&':_5 C emndedions' tew facili -f-aj
APPLICANT'S NANE AKD GROANIZATION: watrcr M nestHmns S

aopresg;, L 74 Kamehamalra. Aye - PHONE:  Home: gﬂ LTS
Bus.:
PLEASE ANBWER THE FOLLOWING QIUESTIONS AND AFFIX YOUR SIGNATURE:
5. I8 YOUR CROAHZATION TAX-EXEMPT HON-FROFT? (TAXLD, RURBER: %ﬂ%"]&ﬁ? et JRYES [N
{8 THIR A GOVERNMENT SPONSORED ACTIVITY? [SPONSORING AGENSY: Jene CJYES  ENO
iows ot /T, Yiers 29 YES

2
4 15 THIB A SOHOOLOOE SPGHBQRED ACTIVITY 7 (BHEOL ABKIRISTRATION:
i

Ownod
HAS YOUR ORSANZATION LEASED THIS BITE REGLLARLY IH THEPASTY wmussnsnrars wn CIYES ﬂém
¥ "yisa®, you bre hersby notfted Tl lustes may bs sunaved anntsly hut o) exaseding fre o}ﬁ’]‘r:m. You are pxpscied lo mike w gocd Iaith
affort 0 mlnia 6 MO parmpionens of altamative locatlon for your detivilas during b pedod of the leae, W suel; pyood fah Lo 14 0khg,

yout etk may nol ba pohesvitl,
Total number of yuars pauf Srganizaiion R besn ualng thy Kehoal's lacRilise:

§ 13 THI A PERSONAL OR PRIVATE DUSINESS AGTIMITY? vt A - Oves BEwo
§ 1% THERE A FEE, TUITION, DR CONATICN COLLECTED?  (AMOUNT. ¥, PEA DAVIPER HOUR i aner s neerssnnsais (I VES  EXND
3. OO YOU PLARTO SUBLEARE THE FACILITY? (Gralt A1l end Goralyals) erssareararntbaters s COYES SN0

I SUBLEAZING, ARE ALL BUBLEBEEES T0 BE SOVERED AY APPLICANTS LIABILITY INSURANCET wan i susstonssemistsiseese Ovyes Cno

1, th Udarlgned, on lohulf of tha prganization | renrobant, hive shawsnsd the shiava questions wrutnfully and dGeurstaly, i the sehced Bellives,
equipmunt oe groinds am nvt gy miintalned by tha applizant, tha Biaka of Mawall Doparbmemt of Gdvcation will owny fucthet uoe of school Tagllitea,
squipmant or grnal o Y RSVIdUA) oF organization and Kk spropriath restiition fOf damages Tpgumad. Tha npplicant Rirthaf underdtands thit the
echiool faciiing sad grountih aty to be pitohel apd 1hatso frad, moaniag that tha vl of any alooko! o7 tobacso xubatancas ik prohiblmd wr ol nes on
yohoat & o o 21ty fchee] acyiey, Furthomiomn, | gnderstand that as £ usot of schidal fac!iiws the ectivity baing conducted shalt Be tewftl, Bhavld
diasbiatd prraone wigh to participais in tho tefjiostad DA, SppIRANts maat ke r2&sohxe madifcationy andler programmalc accomenodations 1o permil

such parnipetien.
JALL glzA1)
Bigneturm Qutu
o he fill4d In by the sehbe] .

ACTUAL FEES AND CHARGES: ' SODEE FOR CASH RRGEIPTS)
TYPE OF REQUEST: YYPEI TYFE |l TYPEI Org. 1D.  SouresiOhjett  ProgramiDb,

RENTAL: A % _NA $ . J24g e

CUSTOMALY $ $ 3 88 2209 f23

UTILITIES: $ NA 4 3 o £004 ang

TOTALS: [ - SV {Chucka paysbie ot DEPARTMENT QF EDUCATION)
FOLIGE ANDIOR LIXEGUARD REQUIRED! (NUMBER OF POLICE ANDIOR LIFEGLARDS REGUIRED: ) S OYeEs DING
LABILITY IMAURAKGE REQUIRED: (53,000,000 labiy Ihatrsnae for crah felr, carnlals, and catmin albislic ovania)

FDEW O, e e St FIAROH 40 bar bep £ P 1R P IS EUIEEO D TRTERIBRANAE 1T 44N14S D Yes E] NG

TOUR REGUEST FOR USE OF SCHOOL FAGRITIES ORLBROUNDS 1S HEREBY: MPPROVEB [J oizAPPROVED
Shaaatvie; //Eﬁ_‘—gf’ Odle: g / 8’ /

# (Pdntipal 10oignas)

REASON FOR CBAPPRAVAL: T FAGILITY REQUESTED NOT AVAILADLE O oHeR
O} CUBTORIANSTAFE KOT AVAILABLE

GIATRIBUTION] ORIGINAL-Schosl, COBY-Riquatisr
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FACILITIES ACCESSIBILITY
DISCLOSURE NOTICE AND AGREEMENT

NOTICE - ; v

This dlsclosure notice s to inform user epplicants under Chapter 839, Hawaii Adminlstrative
Rules, that some of the facifitles at this school may not be gecessible to persons with disabilities.
The facilities that are acosssible and not acczssible are noted below on this form.

AGREEMENT ) _ ' _

By signing this disclosure and agresment, the user applicant (1) acknowledges that ghe was
Informed of the accassibility status of the facility requested for use, and (2) agrees o bé
responisible for the nan-dlscrimination and accessibility requirements of Title }l, Ametieans with
Disabilltios Act.of 1990 (ADA), if & state or-Joca] governmehit gency, ot the non-discrimination
and acgessibility requirements of Title i1, ADA, if 2 private entity providing public '
sccommadations, as defined by the ADA, with the use of school facilities. 11 a school facility
{s hiot acepesible, the userenter miust snhounce ahead of time to perticipants fhat the
schoo! facility is not accessible and the user muat provide an accommodation whick
altows any hundicapped person to still attend the actiyity if the userlz notified ahead of

tine.

SCHOOL FACILITY REQUESTED
ﬁm_@é&ﬁ&rﬁm Audidenium

N
2)
I
Conneerons TS/ rﬂgn_,l-%w MeDainiel
Lessee/Rentst
Aua. 1k, 2ol '
‘Hate, ‘
Acknowledged by: W\/ .g// Z / Z/
Sefoo! Principab/Designee " Dae

. — )
The following facilities are goeatsible (A) or not gecessibie (A at this school:

Adrinistration 8ullding Athlefio Fletd e
Library — Stadium —_—
Cafeteriao Dining Rodm . Piayground e
Cafeteria Kitchsn e Augitorium I
{lasstpom e Gympasium R
Playeourt I Orher
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FORM 2042, Rev, 3108

g Ep——

ST A

BEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION—STATE OF HAWAIY
STATEMENT INDEMNIEYING STATE AGAINST LIABILITY CLAIM; GIVIL DEFENSE EMERGENCY
NOTICE: SPECIAL PROVISIONS; AND NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION
SYSTEM (NPDES) NOTICE
{Application for Use of Scheol Buildings, Facillies or Grounde)

268-974-4197 T-347 P@B63/803 F-632
ApgRemtion Mo, {Gomiloz)
Applicaton Mo, {Sehedil

S

Sehos; }

INDEMINIFICATION STATEMENYT
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-Kaumana Community Meeting
Friday, September 2, 2011 5:00 p.m.
Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria
' WELCOME!
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Kaumana Comnunily Meeting
Friday, Septemiber 2, 2011 5:00 p.m.
Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria

WELCOME!
PLEASE SIGN IN

PRINT Name Address
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Kaumana Community Meeting

Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria, 5:00 pm

September 2, 2011

» Have you consldered Edita Street to go through to Puainako extension?

¢ Did you do a Traffic Study? A study was done by Will Chee and is iri the
Environmental Assessment Repott

* Arethere plans for a light at the intersection of Kaumana Drive and Edita St? Ne plan
that we know of

* Where do your students come from? About ¥ from Puna and % Hilo and
surrounding area.

*  With your projection of 370 students, how can you justify this hig of a project when other
schools are closing? Using area for demonstration prpjects

+ Because we are concerned about traffic, how will you efiminate the option for HS students to
drive to campus? Council Person Leite-Todd asked how many of our current HS
students drive to school, answer 3,

» [fthe Land Use Commission denies the application, it stops. Council Person Leite-

Todd commented that that is highly unlikely that the Land Use coramission will deny the
application.
» Aroad out to Puainako Extension would be really good access.

* What are you doing about not meeting AYP? We have a restructuring plan approve
by the Charter School Review Panel.
» How can the new campus enhance the learning? M. Thatcher explained plans

for forestry projects, use of land for gardening etc.

» Ifyou have a 20 mil budget, a suggestion would be to use part of the 20 mil and earmark for an
Edita Street to Puainako Extension road. We are some years away before the school is
built and are looking at all kinds of grants. One grant is related to fiber optics. We can assist in
bringing to the community (comment by audience member that fiber optics are already

available}
» How much have we raised? Not much
» What is the cultural significance of the property? Lava created Kaumana Cave

which runs under the upper portion of the property. No building wili be there, Culturally the
property will provide information centerad oh Science and Geology. An Archeology study
found no artifacts,

¢ Council person Leite —Todd stated that the school is looking to build only on the lower property.
The upper portion may collapse because of Kaumana Cave. The upper portion is also mostly
native forest.
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Kaumana Community Meeting
September 2, 2011
Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria, 5:00 pm

¢ How can you say you will be good neighbars when we had to find out about your school from
the newspaper?

* Do you have a contingency plan if the use permit Is denied? We will use the
property for Agriculture, Forestry Conservation, green houses, Hydroponics, etc,.

¢ My property is next to the property where the propased dormitory is to be located. Haw high
will the fence be? 6 feet

* Have you done any studies on how our property values will be affected? No

» Youonly talk about the good and not about the negative impact on this little community.

¢ Council person Leite-Todd led a discussion about a traffic analysis report regarding a left turn
lane onto Edita Street and a discussion ahout encouraging the school to find another access to

- the'school property. Also stated that there is a copy of the draft EIS at the County Building.

s Can the permit say that the school cannot use Edita Street as an entrance? Council

Person Leite-Todd answered no, if ho other option is available.

Any communications to the community will also be sent to the community assoxation and the
leadership and get the work out,
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New Faciity

i

Subject: New Facility

From: HawaiiJim <hawalijim@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 18:56:48 -0700 (PDT)
To: cpes@hawail.rr.com

Connections Public Charter School

Attn: Heather McDaniel

Sept. 14, 2011

Dear Ms. McDaniel,

| attended the community meeting you held last week regarding plans for a new Connections

facility on Edita Drive. I'm a long time Hilo resident and have lived on Kaumana Drive
(between Hokulani and Chong) for nearly 2 decades.

| spoke at the meeting, and voiced my concern about the added traffic your school wili bring

to Kaumana Drive. (I'm sure you are aware that Kaumana is an old dangerous road, with
high speed traffic and many accidents.) | recommended that you aggressively pursue
extending Edita Street to connect with the Ponahawai Extension. This would create a safe
route that would allow school traffic to bypass Kaumana entirely. It would also shorten
driving time for parents and administration, as well as bus traveling time for your students.

| have talked with other Kaumana neighbors, ali agree that keeping additional traffic off of
Kaumana Drive should be made a priority within your plans. Every resident | spoke to
expressed real concern about the impact of additional vehicles on Kaumana, for both the
safety of the Connections student body, and that of our neighborhood. We want to keep our
streets as safe as possible. .

Thank you for your consideration. Would you please include me in any updates you email
out in regards to your plans?

Sincerely,

William J. Phillips Jr.
1036 Kaumana Dr
Hilo, Hi 96720
934-8888

W&Ud M@ }/Mﬂj Coon
Fair winds and blue skies. Alcha, Jim Phillips
No virus found in this message.

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 10.0.1410 / Virus Database: 1520/3898 - Release Date: 09/15/11
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Connections Public Charter School
A Communily, Business & Education Learning "Ohana

Kaumana Community Informational Meeting
(Connections Public Charter School’s fiuture facility)
Friday, April 27, 2012, 5 pm
Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria

Attached is the sign—in sheet that was not signed by all of the spproximetely thirty people who sttended.

Visual aids: overview site plan
mauka parcel site plan
makai parcel site plan
artist’s renderings of proposed buildings
bus participation, demographics graphs

Presenters: 'Ted Hong, Attorney, facilitator
Eric Boyd, Connections” Adminisirative Assistant, project spokesman
Jobn Ida, Urban Works Inc., architect
Celia Shen, Wil Chee Planning and Environmental, Inc.,
planning and consulting services

5:00 p.m.

Ted: (Welcomed attendees.)

The project team is focused on community interest, and will continue to be transparent in the
planning and implementation process.

The project is intended to be low-impact, developing about 15 acres of the 73 in the lease.
Charter schools background: charter schools are schools of choice. They receive less finding
per pupil than regular DOE public schools, and must acquire, develop and fund their own
facilities.

Regarding the concern for potential crime impact: there is much less potential for criminal
activity than in downtown Hilo, and their have been no complaints of criminal activity related
to the presence of the school in downtown Filo.

Referenced the handout that includes a “comment card”, and invited feedback, concerns and
questions.
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Erie: referenced questions and concerns from the last meetings. Shared resuls of the traffic
impact study (“no significant impact”, and although it isn't required, the project team will
consider a dedicated turn—out lane.) Explained the bus participation graphics and dynamics.

Community Member Question: How is the school’s bus system funded? What about the
DOE'’s plans to downsize existing bus services?

Bric: Connections funds and runs its own bus service internally, separate from the DOE.

CMQ: How many staff does the school employ? How many students are firom the Hilo area?
How do they travel?

Eric: There are approximately 60 school employees, of which about 40 are full~time. About
143 of our students are from the Hilo area, and they travel by private vehicle. We hope Lo
increase bus travel for Hilo residents.

John: The school plans to develop about 17 of the 73 acres in the lease. The property is
bisected by Edita Street, and a porlion of only the makai (lower) parcel will be hand cleared
developed. The mauka (upper) parcel will be fenced as well, but will have only a minimal
network of elevated walking paths, and will be used as an observation example of native
species habitat.

The plot plan on the makai parcel is basically circular in its design, and will include one-story
post-and-pier building {classrooms in 3 “pods” Lo accomodate elementary, middle and high
school students; administration building; library; dormitiory; caretaker’s cottage), and post-
and-pier elevated, covered walkways connecting buildings.

The project will work toward LEED certification, and will utilize sustainable (solar and wind)
power sources.

Eric: addressed the concern of the dormitory. It will be a maximum 30~bed building, used for
short-term stays for students and chaperones directly affiliated with school programs.

Celia: Explained the location of the parcel relative to Edita Street and Kaumana Drive.
Referenced the search for a suitable property, and the history of the relationship with DLNR
and lease acquisition: Environmental Assesment accepled by the DLNR in late 2010, BI.NR
approved the lease in January 2011, Talked about the evolution of the project in terms of the
initial plan, and changes due to cave concerns, and preservation of native species on the
mauka parcel. Talked about the plot plan: elementary, middle and high school students in
“pods”, with shared buildings (cafeterla, library, gymnasium#, agricultural facilities).

CMQ: s the parcel zoned for agricultural use?
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Celia: We will be submitting an application for a Special Use Permit, to include agricultural
use. A public hearing will be part of that process. The Civil Engineer will assess drainage,
water usage and infrastructure concerns. We will continue to hear and address community
concerns.

Ted: How close to the boundaries will the project development be?

Celia: Water tanks will be about 50’60’ from boundaries; buildings about 500’

Ted: Will buffers be included in the design?

John: We will be including landscape buffor options.

CMQ: What about alternative access options? Are you still looking at coming in from the
Puainako Extension?

Ted: That is a property privately owned by Brifhante~Hawaii LLLC. We spoke to Mr.
Brithante again this past Monday, He is willing to continue to discuss the possibility of an
easement through that property.

CMQ: I'm concerned because both Edita and Kaumana are so narrow.

Celia: The traffic assessment showed no significant impact. Although not required, we will
continue to look at dedicaled turn lanes.

Ted: Were there any recommendations [rom the traffic assessment engineer?

Celia: No, they found no significant impact.

CMQ: We first talked about the alternative access question in June 2011 and again at the
next meeting here in Kaumana, and you're only now talking to Mr. Brilhante? At both those

meetings you said it was a priority!

Eric: That was the most recent opportunily we have had to talk to him. Mr. Thatcher did
talk to him after those meetings.

CMQ: How much of the fund-raising project is earmarked for alternative access?

Ted: [Fwe commit to an alternate access, then will you support the project? We will do that
if we have to.

CMQ: Vm concerned because there is only one way in and out.

Mr. Fuke: The planning commission can make occupancy conditional on an alternate access.
Will that issue be resolved by the time of the Public Hearing?
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Ted: Don’t keep presenting hurdles as we jump over them.

CMQ: With the possibility of Puainako access, will you consider moving the project closer to
that side of the property?

Celia: This is all a project concept, and changes can happen as necessary.

CMQ: What is the anticipated breakdown of the enrollment per elementary, middle and high
school?

Erie: Right now we have 140 elementary, 80 middle and 120 high school students. We are
committed to remaining a small school with a maximum enrollment of 400,

Mr. Fuke: When do you anticipate breaking ground? Do you have funds to proceed if the
permit is granted?

Eric: We are actively working on sources of funding, and we're optimistic about our success.
The phasing is about 9 million for Phase 1 (high school). We hope to break ground that phase
in 3 years. John, is that realistic?

John: That’s realistically possible.
CMQ: What's the reality of proceeding with the Brilhante property?

Ted: Mr. Brilhante has said he will continue to talk to us.

* want to clarify that the use of the gymnasium will be for in-school events, and we want to
make it available for Kaumana community events as well, Therc won't be any large sporting
evenls,

CMQ: 1 know that charter schools really struggle with funding, and | can’t see where your
funds are coming from. Will the project impact your State operating funds?

Eric: The project budget is about $20 million, supported by the school’s affiliated non-profit
organization. It’s separate from the school's operating finds. We have an on-going Capital
Campaign in progress.

CMQ: Can the future school sustain itself? By the time the project is complete, most of you
won't be involved,
And, what is the school going to do for us?

Ted: Be good neighbors. Provide access to the facility (through Request For Use of

Facilities), for a variety of uses, including community events.
We are committed to seeing this through.
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Eric: Let us know what you would like to see, as far as benefits to the cominunity.,

Ted: What will the mauka parcel be used for?

Eric: Educational opportunities in forestry and conservation work, for school purposes only.
CMQ: That's Area 18, is it zoned for conservation?

Celia: 1t isn't zoned for conservation, but its use will be restricted per the terms and
conditions of the Special Use Permit. We will be bound by those terms and conditions.

CMQ: What’s the commitment to the limited size of the project?

Ted: We will build those conditions into the request for the permit, [ personally oppose any
fiture changes to the size of the project.

CMQ: What about future communily meetings? When will we know aboul the outcome of
meetings with BrithanLe?

Ted: The next meeting will be the Public Hearing.

Eric: Please notice the new contact information on the handout. We will have a new phone
number on May 4: 808-935-2195. Thanks to everyone for atlending.

6:00 p.m.
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Connections Public Charter School
A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Kaumana Community Informational Meeting
(Connections Public Charter School’s future facility)
Friday, April 27, 2012, 5 pm

_ Kaumana Elementary School Cafeteria

Attached Is the sign—in sheet that was not sigried by all of the approximately thirty people who attended,

Visual aids: overview site plan
mauka parcel site plan
makai parce! site plan
artist’s renderings of proposed buildings
bus participation, demographics graphs

Presenters: Ted Hong, Attorney, facilitator
Eric Boyd, Connections” Administrative Assistant, project spokesman
John Ida, Urban Works Inc., architect
Celia Shen, Wil Chee Planning and Environmental, Inc.,
planning and consulting services

5:00 p.m.

Ted: (Welcomed attendees.)

The project team is focused on community interest, and will continue to be transparent in the
planning and implementation process.

The project is intended to be low-impact, developing about 15 acres of the 73 in the lease.
Charter schools background: charter schools are schools of choice. They receive less funding
per pupil than regular DOE public schools, and must acquire, develop and fund their own
facilities.

Regarding the concern for potential crime impact: there is much less potential for criminal
activity than in downtown Hilo, and their have been no complaints of criminal activity related
to the presence of the school in downtown Hilo,

Referenced the handout that includes a “comment card”, and invited feedback, concerns and
questions,
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Bric: referenced questions and concerns from the last meetings. Shared resuls of the traffic
impact study (“no significant impact”, and although it isn’t required, the project team will
consider a dedicated turn-out lane.) Explained the bus participation graphics and dynamics.

Community Member Question: How is the school's bus system funded? What about the
DOE’s plans to downsize existing bus services?

Eric: Connections funds and runs its own bus service internally, separate from the DOE,

CMQ: Fow many staff does the school employ? How many students are from the Hilo area?
How do they travel?

Eric: There are approximately 60 school employees, of which aboul 40 are fill-time. About
143 of our students are from the Hilo area, and they travel by private vehicle, We hope to
increase bus travel for Hilo residents.

John: The school plans to develop about 17 of the 73 acres in the lease. The property is
bisected by Edita Street, and & portion of only the makai (lower) parcel will be hand cleared
developed. The mauka (upper) parcel will be fenced as well, but will have only a minimal
network of elevated walking paths, and will be used as an observation example of native
species habitat,

The plot plan on the makai parcel is basically circular in its design, and will include one-story
post-and-pier building (classrooms in 3 “pods” to accomodate elementary, middle and high
school students; administration building; library; dormitiory; caretaker’s cottage), and post—~
and-pier elevated, covered walkways connecting buildings.

The project will work toward LEED certification, and will utilize sustainable (solar and wind)
power sources.

Bric: addressed the concern of the dormitory. It will be a maximum 30-bed building, used for
short-term stays for students and chaperones directly affiliated with school programs.

Celia: Explained the lacation of the parcel relative to Edita Street and Kaumana Drive.
Referenced the search for a suitable property, and the history of the relationship with DLNR
and lease acquisition: Environmental Assesment accepted by the DLNR in late 2010, BLNR
approved the lease in January 2011. Talked about the evolution of the project in terms of the
initial plan, and changes due to cave concerns, and preservation of native species on the
mauka parcel. Talked about the plot plan: elementary, middle and high school students in
“pods”, with shared buildings (cafeteria, library, gymnasium#, agricultural facilities).

CMQ: Is the parcel zoned for agricuitural use?
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Celia: We will be submitting an application for a Special Use Permit, to include agricuttural
use. A public hearing will be part of that process. The Civil Engineer will assess drainage,
water usage and infrastructure concerns. We will continue to hear and address community
COncerns.

Ted: How close to the boundaries will the project development be?

Celia: Water tanks will be about 50'-60" from boundaries; buildings about 500’

Ted: Will buffers be included in the design?

John: We will be including landscape buffer options.

CMQ: What about alternative access options? Are you stiil looking at coming in from the
Puaingko Extlension?

Ted: That is a property privately owned by Brilhanie-Hawaii LLC. We spoke to Mr.
Brilhante again this past Monday. Fle is willing to continue to discuss the possihilily of an
easement through that property.

CMQ: ['m concerned because both Edita and Kaumana are so narrow.

Celia: The traffic assessment showed no significant impact. Although not required, we will
continue to look at dedicated turn lanes.

Ted: Were there any recommendations from the traffic assessment engineer?

Celia: No, they found no significant impact.

CMQ: We first talked about the alternative access question in June 2011 and again at the
next meeting here in Kaumana, and you’re only now talking to Mr. Brilhante? At hoth those

meetings you said il was a priority!

Eric: That was the most recent opportunity we have had to talk to him. Mr. Thatcher did
talk to him afier those meetings.

CMQ: How much of the fund-raising project is earmarked for alternative access?

Ted: If we commit to an alternate access, then will you support the project? We will do that
if we have to.

CMQ: I'm concerned because there is only one way in and out.

Mr. Fuke: The planning commission can make occupancy conditional on an alternate access,
Will that issue be resolved by the time of the Public Hearing?
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Ted: Don't keep presenting hurdles as we jump over them.

CMQ: With the possibility of Puainako access, will you consider moving the project closer to
that side of the property?

Celia: This is all a project concept, and changes can happen as necessary,

CMQ: What is the anticipated breakdown of the enroliment per elementary, middle and high
school?

Eric: Right now we have 140 elementary, 80 middle and 120 high school students. We are
committed to remaining a small school with a maximum enroliment of 400,

Mr. Fuke: When do you anticipate breaking ground? Do you have funds (o proceed if the
permit is granted?

Eric: We are actively working on sources of finding, and we're optimistic about our success.
The phasing is about 9 million for Phase I (high school). We hope to break ground that phase
in 3 years. John, is that realistic?

John: That's realistically possible.
CMQ: What's the reality of proceeding with the Brilhante property?

Ted: Mr, Brithante has said he will continue to talk to us.

#| want to clarify that the use of the gymnasium will be for in-school events, and we want to
make it available for Kaumane community events as well. There won’t be any large sporting
events,

CMQ: | know that charter schools really struggle with funding, and { can’t see where your
funds are coming from. Wil the project impact your State operating funds?

Eric: The project budget is about $20 million, supported by the school's affiliated non—profit
organization. It's separate from the school’s operating funds. We have an on-going Capital
Campaign in progress.

CMQ: Can the future school sustain itself? By the time the project is complete, most of you
won’t be involved,
And, what is the school going to do for us?

Ted: Be good neighbors. Provide access to the facility (through Request For Use of
Facilities), for a variety of uses, including community events.
We are committed Lo seeing this through.
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Eric: Let us know what you would like to see, as far as benefits to the community.

Ted: What will the mauka parcel be used for?

Erie: Educational opportunities in forestry and conservation work, for school purposes only.
CMQ: That's Area 16, is it zoned for conservation?

Celia: 1t isn't zoned for conservation, but its use wil] be restricted per the terms and
conditions of the Special Use Permit, We will be bound by those terms and conditions.

CMQ: What’s the commitment to the limited size of the project?

Ted: We will build those conditiens into the request for the permit. I personally oppose any
future changes to the size of the project.

CMQ: What about future community meetings? When will we know aboul the outcome of
meetings with Brilhante?

Ted: The next meeting will be the Public tHearing.

Eric: Please notice the new contact information on the handout. We will have a new phane
number on May 4: 808-935-2195. Thanks to everyone for attending.

6:00 p.m.
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October 22, 2010

Katherine Puana Kealoha, Esq., Director
Office of Environmental Quality Contro}
2335 South Beretania Street, Snite 702
Honoluln, Hawai‘i 96813

¢ Dear Ms. Kealoha,

Subject: Finding of No Significant Empact (FONST) for Connections Public Charter
3 School Master Plan, TMXK (3) 2-3-006-141, South Hile, Hawai*i

The Department of Land and Natural Resources has reviewed the comuments received
during the thirty (30) day public comment period which began on August 23, 2010. The agency
has determined that this project will not have significant environmental effects and has issued a
FONSIL Please publish this netice in the next available OEQC Environmental Notice.

We have emailed a completed OEQC. Publication Form to your office and submitied ons
hard copy and one .pdf format of the Final Environmental Assessment.

pronn

If there is anything we can help you with or if you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Charlene Unoki from my Land Division at $87-0433. Thank you

~—

Sincerely,
f;rl"/ tLaura H. Thielen
‘{\W hairperson
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| STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Land Division
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
January 13, 2011
Board of Land and Natural Resources PSF No.: 08HD-018
State of Hawaii
Honoluly, Hawaii AWAI

Issuance of Direct Lease ta Connections New Century Public Charter School for School
Purposes, Kaumana, Hawafi, Tax Map Key: (3) 2-5-6:141,

APPLICANT:

Comnections New Century Public Charter School, whose business and mailing address is
174 Kamehameha Avenue, Hilo, Hawaii 96720.

LEGAI REFERENCE:

Section [71-95,5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended.
LOCATION: ‘
(overnment lands situated at Ponohawai, Kaumana, Kukuau 2nd, South Hilo, Hawaii,
iie:xﬁﬁed as Tax Map Key: (3) 2-5-6:141, as shown on the atiached mep labeled Exhibit
AREA;
72.430 acres, more or less.

ZONING:

State Land Use District: Agriculture
County of Hawaii CZO: A-1A

TRUST LAND STATUS:

Section 5(b) lands of the Hawaii Admission Act
DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Bawaii State Constitution:
YES _ ~ NO X

D-4
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BLNR Issuance of Direct Lease Page 2 January 13, 2011
To Connections New Cenfury
Public Charter School

CURRENT USE STATUS:

Vacant.

Encumbered by Grant of Non-Exclusive Easermnent bearing Land Office Deed No. S-
28322, GTE Hawaiian Telephone Co. Inc., for telephone circuit facilities PUrpasEs.

Encumbered by Grant of Non-Exclusive Easement bearing Land Office Deed No. 8-
28353, GTE Hawaiian Telephone Co, Inc., for telephone transmission purposes.

CHARACTER QF USE:

School purposes.
LEASE TERM:
Sixty-five (65) years

COMMENCEMENT DATE:

The first day of the month to be determined by the Chairperson.
ANNUAL RENT:

$480 per annum (Minimum Rent Policy approved by the Land Board on May 13, 2005,
Agends Item D-19.)

METHOD OF PAYMENT:

Semi-annual payments, in advance.

RENTAL REOPENINGS:

At the 10th, 20th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th yeass of the lease term, by staff or independent
appraisal,

PERFORMANCE BOND:

Twice the annual rental amount.

FROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS:
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BLNR [Issuance of Direct Lease Page 3 January 13,2011
To Connections New Century
Public Charter School

Utilities  utilities are availeble,

Slope—4% to 6%

Elevation — 725-900 f1,

Rainfall - 193.2 inches per year.

SCS Soil Series - Lava flows, pahoehoe.

Land Study Bureau~D30Q has e productivity rating of "c” for grazing, "d" for sugarcane and
orchard and "e" for vegetables and forage,

Legal access to property — Staff has verified that there is legal access to the property off of
Kaumana Drive and Edita Street,

Subdivision ~ Staff has verified that the subject property is a legally subdivided [ot.
Encumbrances ~ Staff has verified that the following encumbrances exist on the property:
Grant of Non-Exclusive Easement bearing Land Office Deed No, 5-28322, GTE
Hawaiian Telephone Co. Inc., for telephone circuit facilities purposes and Grant of Non-
Exclusive Basement bearing Land Office Deed No. 8-28353, GTE Hewaiian Telephone
Co. Inc., for telephone transmission purposes.

CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:

The Final Environmental Assessment for the subject project was published in the OEQC's
Environmental Notice en November 8, 2010 with a finding of no significant impact

(FONSI).

DCCA VERIFICATION:
Place of business registration eonfirmed: YES X NO___
Registered business name confirmed: YES X NO_ _
Applicant in good standing confirmed: YES _X_ NO __

APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS:

Applicant shall be required to:

1} Pay for the costs of public notice pursuant to section 171-16 and
2) Provide survey maps and descriptions according to State DAGS standards and at
Applicant's own cost.

BACKGROUND:

The Land Board at its meeting of March 28, 2008, under agenda ltem D-5, granted approval
in principle of a lease to Connections New Century Public Charter School for school
purposes and authorization for Connections New Century Public Chaster School fo comply
with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended. One ofthe conditions placed by the
Land Board was that should the Connections New Century Public Charter School fai} to

987



BLNR [Issuance of Direct Lease Page 4 January 13,2011

To Connections New Century
Puablic Charter School

obtain satisfactory compliance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statues, as amended,
within twenty-four (24) months, the Land Board's approval shall be rescinded,

The Land Boerd at its meeting of December 11, 2009, under agenda Item D-5, granted
Connections New Century Public Charter School until December 31, 2010 fo obtain
satisfactory compliance with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as smended. By Jeiter
dated November 12, 2009, Ms. Celia Shen, Planner for Wil Chee-Planning, Inc, on hehalfof
Mr. John Thatcher, Chief Executive Officer of Connections Public Charter Schaol, requested
seven to eight months extension to revise the conceptual master plan and environmental
assessment.  During the 30-day public comment period of the draft environmental
assessment, they were informed that a significant segment of Kaumana Cave underlies the
upper portion of the project site (above Edita Street), and could be impacted by the

. development as represented in the conceptual master plan. Afterreviewing the information

shared by concerned speleologists, Connections New Century Public Charter School decided
to revise the conceptual master plan to avoid impacling Kaumana Cave by limiting
development of the major school facilities to the lower portion of the project site (below
Edita Street).

The Final Environmental Assessment for the subject project was published in the OEQCH

Environmental Nolice on November 8, 2010 with a finding of no significant impact
(FONSI). The 30-day challenge period ended on December 8, 2010.

BACKGROUND ON APPLICANT:

Connections Publie Chaster Schiool was chartered by the State Board of Education in 2000,
and authorized under signature of the Govemor of the State of Hawaii, the President of the
State Board of Education and the State Superintendent of Schools. Connections opened in
August 2000, with 184 students in grades K-6, By August 2001, the school has expanded to
& K-12 program with a total of 360 students. The need and desire for this unique charter
school is evidenced by an enroliment waiting list and is further illustrated by the broad-based
commumity representation in the operation of the school.

The school's faculty has been recognized for their innovative work, which has resulted in
the school being designed as a "Demanstration Site” for the University of Hawaii Manoa
Curriculum Research and Development Group, This designation has resulted in
Connections becorning a major clearinghouse for emerging curriculurm, as well as a
center for teacher development,

Connections is based in the Hilo area. Currently, the elementary and middle school is
located in the Kress Building on Kamehameha Avenue in downtown Hilo. The Kress
building is owned by the school's affiliated non-profit organization. The high school is
presently located in lessed facilities at the Nani Mau Gardens, just outside of Hilo town
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BLNR Issuance of Direct Lease Page 5 January 13, 2011
To Connections New Century
Public Charter School

For long-term planning and budgeting, the school would prefer to not lease property from
private owners. The desire to vacate the leased facilities in which the high school
operates has provided the impetus fo explore options for consolidating all of Connections
academic programs at a single location. Consolidation provides an attractive option for
management, operational, and financial reasons. Thus, began a search for suitable
properties on which to develap new facilities for the school, In coordination with DLNR,
the Kaumana property was identified by the school as a potential site for the new campus.

The master plan was prepared to guide the development of the new campus that would
co-locate its elementary, middte, and high schools on a single property, would aliow for
program expansion, and improve the quality of education the school can provide its
students. Connections would like to add a sustainable agricultural program to their
academic offerings. At present, Connections does not have a pre-kindergarien program,
but may cheose to implement one in the future if demand exists and if adequate facilities
can be provided.

ANALYSIS:

The subject property is currently vacant. Besides 2 easements, we have 1o records of any
past dispositions,

The current zoning is agriculture, The proposed use is allowed.

Applicant qualifies for a direct lease purswant to Section 17 1-95(a)(2) and 95.5, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, as amended. Charter signed by Gavernor, Chairperson of he Board of
Education and Superintendent of Education on May 5, 2000.

The master plan would guide development of a new campus. The new campus would
consolidate el of Connections existing academic programs at a single location, plus provide
land area, and facilities to expand their academic offerings, Facilities included in the master
plen would accommodate the elementary, intermediate, and high scheal programs and
supporting services; an agricultural program: a smail donmitery facility; and a pre-
Kindergarten (pre-K) program. The master plan proposes facilities to support approximately
380 X through grade 12 students, 30 non-traditional students, and 25 pre-K students,

The proposed campus is intended to be a school within 2 forest. The Jower parcel consists of
35 acres where all of the major school facilities are proposed to belocated, The upper pascel
consists of 37 acres where a proposed walkway would be constructed to provide access and
viewing opportunities within the forested area. This area will support educational programs
including reforestation projects,

Applicant has not had a lease, permit, easement or other disposition of State lands terminated
within the last five years due to non-compliance with such terms and conditions,
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BLNMR - Issuance of Direct Lease Page 6 January 13, 2011
To Connections New Century
Fublic Charter School

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board:

1. Find that the public interest demands the issuﬁnce of & new direct lease to the
Connections New Century Public Charter School for School Purposes.

2. Subject to the Applicant fulfiiling all of the Applicant requirements listed above,
autherize the issuance of a direct lease to the Connections New Century Public
Charter Schaol, covering the subject area under the terms and conditions cited
above, which are by this reference incorporated herein and further subject to the
following:

A,

‘The standard terms and conditions of the most current non-profit lease
document form, as may be amended from time to time;

B. Review and approval by the Department of the Attomey General; and
C. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Chairpersen
to best serve the interests of the State,
Respectfully Submitted,
7 . Y
d tthce (I 9
Charlene Unoki
Assistant Administrator
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

4

N_AWilliam I, Ailf, Jr., ~ Interim Chairperson
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APPLICATION AND QUALIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRE .
{Non-Profif)

Wrile answers in the Spaces provided. Altach additional sheels as necessary, clearly indicaling the
applicable secltion number,

Pari

1.
2.

o

1} General Information
«l

Applicant's legal name: Gonneglions New Century Public Charter School

Applicant's full mailing address:

174 Kamehameha Ave.

Hilo, i 96720
Name of contact person: John Thalcher

Contact person Phone No.: §08-935-2395 Fax No.: 808-961-2665

Applicant Is interesied in the following parcel:

Tax Map Key No.: (3) 2-5-8:141 Location: Kaumana in Hilo

1

Ii Applicant is current lessee: General Lease No.:
When was Applicani incorporated? charlered in 2000
Attach the following:

>

Arlicles of Incorporation
Bylaws

List of the non-profil agency's Board of Direclors

IRS 501(c)(3) or (c)(1) status determination

lax clearances from State of Hawaji and respective county Real Property Tax Office.

WM D oo @

Audited financlal statements for the |ast three years. If not audited, explain why,
If Applicant is a new start-up, attach projected capital and operating budgets,

G. Any program material which describes ellgibility requirements or other requirements fo
receive services

Part i} Qualificaiion

7.

Rev. 08/30/05

Is Applicant registered to do business In Hawail: Yes

Non-PruﬂtAppllcaﬁoﬂﬁagﬁ}ﬁ éw
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10.

i

12.

13.

Has Applicant received tax exempt slalus from the Internal Revenue Service? Yes

Is Applicant licensed or aceredited In accordance with federal, State or county Yes
stalules, 1les, ordinances, to conduct the proposed activities?

List all such licenses and accreditalions required: Charer slaned by Govemor, Chairperson of
the Board of Educalion and Superintendent of Educatlon

Is Applicant in default or otherwlse not in good standing with any Stale No
(2.g. POS agency, DCCA, DLAR, elc.)?

If yes, explain:

Has Applicant ha& a State of H'awa!i lease, permit, license, easement or No
sale in fee cancelled within the last five years? If yes, list:

Doc. No. Tvpe of Agreement Term of Agreement
Does Applicant have any poiicies which discriminate against anyone on the No

basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex or physical handicap?
If yes, explain:
Has Applicant recelved funding from a federal, State, or county government Yes

agency, ihe Aloha Unlted Way, and/or a major private foundation within the
last three years? Please lis| alf such contracts below:

Agency Conlract Term Contract Amoun}
State of Hawail per pupil allocation 2005-2008 schoal year $1.886,046,00
Federal Tille | 2005-2006 school vear $83.447.00
Federal Impact Ald 2005-2606 schoo! year $92,475.00
State of Hawalii per pupil allocatlon 2006-2007 schagl vear $2,435,250.00
Federal Title | 2006-2007 school year $73,673.00

Ray. 08/30/05 Nan-Profit Application Form, page .
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14.

Agency Contract Term Coniract Amount

Federal Impac! Aid 2008-2007 school year 86,246,00

State of Hawaii per pupil allocation 2007-2008 schoof year $2,925789.00
Federal Title | | 2007-2008 schoolvear  $15.000 {fo 1/25/08)
Federal impacl Aid 2007-2008 school year $97,558.00

it Applicant has not received funding from & federai, State or county government agency, the
Aloha United Way and/or a major privale foundation during the past three years, describe
Applicant's qualificalions to effectively perform the proposed services, including but not limited
{0, grants or subsidies received from non-major, private funders and/or stalf of Board members

- who possess significant experience in Applicant's service fieid.

Part Ill:Program Activities and Persons to be Served

15,

16.

Whal activities will be conducted on the premises to be leased?

K-12 educational program as defined in chartering document

What are the specific objeciives of these activities?

Vision: To establish and sustain a community, business, and leaming ‘ohana flamily). Within
Ihis _framework, _inquity _and project-based curricula will stress independent _thinking,
development of the individual's mind and lalents, cooperative learning, sense of self within the
neighborhood and the world-wide community with_particular_attention fo the precious and
unigue environment of Hawali. both as an {sland ecology. and a place where ethnic diversity is

the norm.

Mission: Qur mission is to create an ‘ohana which is conducive lo the recoqnltion and

developrment of individuai lalents. Thematic and experlential learning experiences are provided
which focus on how students construct knowledge uging creative and critical thinking. A forum

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Proilt Application Form, page 3
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17,

for the development of fhe abilily lo recognize and differentiate a auality result or product ig

offered. Classroom experiences are connecied o real life experiences so that sludents can
arow in the understanding of themselves n relation lo their commtmnily and the world.

Qutcomes/goals: Instruction ls guided by five powerful student-centered qgoals. Students

demonshiate mastery throuah exhibilions, successful profects, and demonstrations of content

masteiy. The focus is on fully informing and preparing studenls ior their fulure, particularly in

fostering careers thal sustain the economy on this jsland.
Goal 1 — Garing, Respensible Community Members: Studenls shall develop their_abllities to

become_responsible members of a {amily, work group, or local/global community within the

framework of democracy.

Goat 2 - Crealive, Crilical Thinkers: Studenls will think creatively, ciitically, and strategically lo
make effective decisions, solve problems, and achleve goals In thelr academic, personal and
gocial lives, in and out of school.

Goal 3 - Effeclive Communicators: Students will wrile, speak and listen effectively in a variety of

situations for a varjely of audiences and purposes,

Goal 4 - Users and Praducers of Technology: Student will understand, use, and evaluate
léchnologaes as _well as produce new innovative uses and applications In a variely of contexls
for a variety of audiences and purposes including academic, personal and social,

Goal § ~ Slewards of Hawail's Unique Environment; Students will undersland a varfely of eco.
syslems, natural energy flows and the natural environment in order 1o preserve and desian
syslems to renew nalural resources and habitats,

Describe the community need for and the public benelit derived from these activities.

Gharter schools are nonseclarian public schools of choice that operate with freedom fram many

of the requiations that apply to traditional public schools. The “charier establishing each such

school Is a performance contract detalling the schoof's mission, program, qoals, students

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Frofit Application Form page +

998



18.

8.

served, methods of assessment, and ways lo measuyre success. Charter schools are
accountable to thelr sponsor o produce posilive academic results and adhere to the charler

conlract. The basic concept of charter schools s that they exercise increased autonomy in

return_for this accouniabjlity. They are accountable for both academic resulls and flscal

practices o several groups: the sponsor that arants them, the parents who choose them, and

the public thal funds them.

Describe the largeted populalion for these actvities by: 1) age group, 2) gender, 3} elhnic
background, 4} income level, 5) geographic location of resldence, 6) speclal needs/disability,
and 7) other appiicable characteristic(s).

The schodl serves families coming from a range of geographical locations on the Big Island.
The communilies presently served include Hilo extending_northward to the Hamakua district

and Walmea; upper Puna district to_Voleano Village: and the lower Puna district lo Pahoa,
Tiere are curiently 359 students enrofled. The school sarves an ethnically and econamically
diverse population. Ethnically the 2007-2008 student population s as foflows in descending
order: 35% White, 26% Hawaiian or Part Hawaiian, 15% - Mixed {Other), 4% Porluquese, 4%
Hispanlc, 4% Japanese, 3% Nalive Amerlcan, 3% Fllipino, 2% Black, 1% Samoan, 1% Korean,

and 1% Chinese, Fifty-five percent of the sludents receiva free or reduged lunches.

Conngctions has a_signlffeant population of students with speclal needs {12% of lotal

population). Special education students are intearated Into the classronms using an inclusion
model. A fittle over 1% of the students within the schaol have section 504 accommedations.
The school aiso has a arowing ELL (English Languace Learner) population.

Describe ail ellgibility requirements of clients 1o pariicipate in the activities, e.g. age, Income
lavel, ethnic background, Income level, disability, ete,

None

Rev 08/30/06 . Nen-Profit Application Form, page =
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20.

21

22.

23,

24,

Do you require membership to parficlpate in these activities? Yes

I yes, list the requitements of becoming and femaining a member;

Enrollment in the school

How many unduplicaled persons will engage in the aclivities annually?

Activily Persons Per Year

The population of the school is currently 359 students. The school currenlly has 52 employees,

Is State funding made available for the activilles to be conducted Yes
on the leased premises?

if yes, by which State agency: The Hawaii State Charter Schools Administrative Olfice
List all activities to be conducted on the leased premises which require paymen! of excise

taxes, e.g. subleasing, sale of producls or services. Include an estimate of annual Qross
revenues from each aclivity.

Development of the Land

Describe the proposed site development plan for the properly, indicating ihe location and size
of buildings, parking areas, landscaped areas and related Uses. Altach sketch of plan if
avaffable.

The site plan for the property is still in the early slades of development. The vision has been

highly_influenced by Randall Flelding an award-winning educational facility planner who

specializes in holistic, vislon-driven desians for lomerrow's learners, The educational {acility

that the school envisions requires learning environments _that suoport curiosily, as weil as
iteracy. The school will integrate a new understanding of leamning for the 21st cenfury that

Hev. 08/30/05 Non-Erofit Application Form, page &
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25,

28.

27.-

extends beyond fraditional bullding solutlons. Forlunately, a_substantial, readily accessed
dulabase of educational architecture over the last decade has resulted in a fapidly emerging

lancuage of best practices for planning and desianing 21st century schools. The emerging

lanquage of educational deslgn supports bolh the foundalional skills of literacy with the

demands of a global economy, which require that leamers are curious, self-direcled, and able
i — T e e e s o A

1o work across platforms. Six aspecls of best practice olfer essential elements that support the

1egquirements of the school's educatlonal iramework:
1. Supporting teaching and learning

2, Maxlmizing physical comforl and well being
3. Demonstrating environmental responsibility

4, Serving the community

5. Establishing_design_orinciples thal make buiidings work better, last longer, cost less lo

.Chovale and maintain, and inspire and adapt fo changing needs
6. Applyving apen, transparent and collahorative processes that allow the school and communily

lo assume ownership of planning and desion

A&t improvements to the land do you intend to make and ai what cost?

We are in the process of hiring a consultant io prepare the EA {environmentaf assessment).

Thal information will be included in the EA.

How will the improvements be funded?

Same as #25.

Dassribe afl envi onmental, land use and other permitiing requirements which must be met to
develop the land as proposed.

Rev (8130405 Nor-Proflt Appficalion Form page
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EA is needed for the use of Stata lands. Our consuliant during the eonsultation process wilh
other gouerng}' ent agencles, will Incorporate any permits/aparovals required.

28, Wil you be subleasing any portion of the properly? if yes, describe the sublease uses:

No

Part V; Nolarized Cerification

IiWe hereby cerlify that the statements and information contained in this Application and
Questionnaire, including all attachments, are true and accurate to the best of myfour Rnowledge and
understand that if any statements are shown to be false or misrepresented, liwe may be disqualilied
from receiving a lease or my/our lease may be canceled.

\JD}M L -7714 7£CA e Cannea"‘ ] ‘anj RAé / ve C /paml‘gr chéoo/

Apglicanl Name Applivan| Name

By: Q-‘ﬂ’/k\ é—’ m By:
lls:a CECD ils;
Date;__! / 9\3'/ og

Subscribed and sworn fo before me this

Nolary Public\ gHNDELLA PERREINA
County of: @MWM
!(

Stata of:

My commission explres: (Jl{/ay‘/%ﬂ

Rev. 08/30/05 Non-Proflt Application Form, page 8
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The Enviranmenlsl Nolice
Gifice of Environmenial Quality Contro!
November 8, 2010

HAWAI IHRS 343)
7. Connections Publle Chartar Schootl Master Plan (FEA)

lslarid: Hawalf
Diatrict: South Hilo
TMK: (3) 2-5-06:141

Pormits: Speclal Permit, NPDES, Wastewatsr system, Water rause, Bullding, Grading .

Applicant:  Connactlons Public Charter School, 174 Kamehamsha Avenue, Hilo, HI 88720. John L.
Thatcher I, CEO; (866) 981-3664

Approving

Agency: Dept of Land and Natural Resourcss, Land Divislon, 1151 Punchbow! Street, Room 220
Honoluly, HI 96813, Charlene Unakl, 587-0426

Consuttant: Wil Chee ~ Planning & Envircnmentai, 1018 Palm Drive, Honelulu, Hi 88814, Cela Shen,
596 4688; cshen@woephawall.com

Comments: FEA accepled by the Approving Agency. There Is no comment period

A conceptual master plan to gulde the development of a new campus In Kaumana, South Hilo, Hawall,
has been davelopad for Connections Public Charter School. The new campus would consolidate all of
Cornnectlons’ existing academic programs {elementary, Intermediate, end high schools) at a single
locatlan, pius provide land area to expand thelr academic offerings to Include an agricuitural program and
a forestry/conservation program, The campus would accommodate approximately 400 students,

The project Is not expected to cause any significant adverse long-term Impacts to the environment.
However, potential short-term, temparary Impacts could ogcur during the construction perlod. These
Include Impacts on the acoustical environment, air quality, solls, fauna, and lava fube collapse.
Adherenca fo all applicable regulations and permit condltions, and Implementation of construction site
BMPs and other protective/mitigation measures would minimize the effects of any consfruction-relatad
impacts, Though the project stte Is in the Slate Land Use Agricuiture district and Is zoned Agricuiture by
the County of Hawall, no loss of agricultural lands will occur as the site Is undeveloped, The projact
would not adverssly affect traffic and clrculation In the profect area.

The project would result In beneficlal impacts by Improving educatlonal servicss and opporiunities for
Hilo's children. A new campus would ailow Connections to conlinue teaching at is high educational
standards and the propesed agricultural program would provide local chiidren with marketabla sklils for
working In and developing smail sustalnahla agricultural oparations.

8. The Villages of Alna Lga {FEIS)

Island: Hawall

Disfrict: South Kohala

THIK: (3) 8-8-01:25, 36, 37 (por.), 38, 38 and 40 {por.) and (3) 6-8-02:19 (por.)

Permits: Speclal Permlt to permit constiuction of the project's Wastewater Treatment Plant,

subdivizlon approval, and varlous construction related permits, County approval to a
change frem the exlsting multiple zoning deslgnatlons to a single “Project Distrct” zoning
Applicant:  DW Alna Lea Devslopment, LLG, 68-4747 Queen Kaahumanu Highway, Kamuela, Hi

96743. Emall: management@alnaloa.com, 845-9945
Accapting

Authority:  Hawall County Planning Department, 101 Pauah Street, Sulte 3, Hilo, HI 96720. B J
Lelthead Todd, Planning Director, Phone: (B08) 961-8288 FAX: (808) 961-8742

Consultant: J M Leonard Planning, LLC, James M, Leanard, AICP, 1100 Alnalako Road, Hilo, Hi
868720, Emall: [mieopard@mac.com, 896-3459

Comments: FEIS accepted by the Accepting Authorlty. There Is no comment perlod

§

EXHIBIT "2, ”
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,ttorney at "w" RN
Emp?aymenr Worftp!ace I.aw A' Lugal.'on

Sié LK. e, Loy
Flanngr and nga! Astistant "

April 11,2002 -

& Mr. Gordaa Hit

Department of Land and ‘\lamnl Reaources . ’ '

. 75 Awpuni Street ' C - D e -
" Hilo, Hawaii 96720 C ‘ ' '

ﬂL‘: Connections Pu.bl%c {harter Sthool
TMEK (3)2-5-006:141

} ' Dear Mr. Heit

(In behalf of Cornection Pubhic Charter Sehoal, hersinafter “Conriections”, . enclosed please find a metes

-and bmlﬂda des».npnon and map For Tax Map Key {312-3-006:141, ht.mnaf:er "Property

Ji3 _ By way of back orour»d, Cunnacuon prepared and processed an E svicoamental Assessment for the .
-Property and on October 22,2010 was issued a Finding of No Significant Impact by the Depastment-of

\" Land and Natural Resources Since that lims, C oimnections has prepared this metes and bounds -

. descriptions.and mdp. for. the Prnpmy to comph.re the aubmutal requiremants.to seeure. and enter intoa ...
fease with the Board of Land and Natural Remun_es for the Propert)

' Ve loolc forward lo your reviaw of this. mformatmn and the future etecunon ofa Iease agraemem w:th the'

’ Board of Land a_nd Natural Re;ources Should you have any questmns please f'eel Free to call our off ice
at9:u I9!9 e T S . >

: Sintere! y‘

P.O. Box %217  Hilo. Hawal'i 95720 . - Phone: (BO8) 960-5156  E-mnail: thshong@risn.c 1005
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DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
LAND DEVISION

75 Aupur; Street. Room 204
Helo, Nowmi $6720

FHONE (308) 9619390
TAX (8081961-9559

.. April 25,2012
Ref No.: 08HD-018
Author: LD-GH

Connections New Century Puhlic Charter School
- 174 Kamehameha Avenue
Hilo. Hawaii 96720

Dear Applicant:
Subject: Advertising Costs for Direct Lease to Connections New Century Public

- Charter School for Educational Purposes, Ponohawai. Kukuau. 2™, South
Hilo. Hawaii Tax Map Key: 3%2-5-06:141.

We have obtained the cost of the pubfic notice required pursuant to Section 171-16.
FHawaii Revised Statutes. for the above referenced disposition (attached for your reference).

__' Please remit a check in the amount of $486.61 for the ad cost. The check should be made
payable to the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

[y

You are requested (o remit this aniount as soon as possible to avoid any price changes by
the newspaper agencies.

If you have questions. please feel free to contact me at the Hawaii District Land Office at
974-6203. Thank you,

| S

L

) Sincerely.
;' - e .

"“’ Gordon C. Heit
Distriet Land Agent
] Enclosure

ee: .and Board Member
Central Files
District Files
Ted H. 8. Hong

B

R )
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Public Nutice ~ Direct Lease {o Public Charter Schoals — Department of Land and Natur... Page | of |

"
]

Public Notice - Direct Lease to Public Charter Schools
PUBLIC NOTICE
INTENTION TO DIRECT LEASE

o wrgenhy e
. -I

o

Pursuant Io Sections 171+16(¢) Hawai1 Ravised Statules the Soard of Land 2nd Nalural Resources hereby guves

roiee o! its inlent o leass 70 150 acres of Slalz land situale 3t Ponchawa Kukaay 2™, SouthHils Hawa', and,
identifizd as Tax Map Key: (3) 2-5.06 141 1o the Connections New Ce~tury Public Chanter Schooi [§ 171.855] This
lease shall enable the lessee Lo ullize said parcal for 15 schoal

Pursuant to Seclor 17143 Hawai Revised Stalulas ard ine rricnum renl poliey estatisted ay the Board at s
meeling of Mav 13 2005 urder Agenda ffem D 19 the annual rent wif ba 32t 21 $480.00

Irformaton relalad to fis proposad deag lease may be reviewsd during office hours at the Depatment af and ang
Hstwra! Resources Lang Division, 75 dupum Sltest R #2604 Hie Hawa L and 3t iha aifices of Ing Land Division 07
lhe islands of K2ua - Mauk, and Qs Cal grwnls 1 ary clibes2 $IF02s o raguest micrnate ~ w a- alerrate farmat

DONE al thevifice of the Deparimanl of Land 31d Maturar Ry ces (s 1¥dsy of May, 2612

HHH
BRERS!
PHITEH

L) B R B A A S

=
rl Vaz o Dub waten Juasdayy Ma, 3002

.
b

™

*roDownldad Nolize ane 2.9 Pa<hpt =

H
,
!
i
¥
)
.
.
1
1
.

e

e

al

h:ip::-'huw.'xii.gn\-r’d!nr"Innd;puhlicnmiccsfpuhiic--mticcsﬁcunneclions-pcs.'pub!ic-nutice-dirs,.. W12 2

=
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Gur nfficé is dsssshng C.onm.cuon; Pubhc I“har er Qchool heremaﬁer "Cﬁnnectwns PCS“ hawoate the -
er'utlemenl and revvlatory process 1o develop ac haner school camps aT MIC (3)2-::-006 141, h:,remafter'
“Propém' ? Could you Lmdl) prov ide an L.pd'ne on pm«rress of the L RasE Agreemant batween the. Board
“of Land and.Natral Resources(BLNR) and Connection PCS for thé Propiity?  As part- oi'the Jand-use .
proccss Cnnnec. 'ons PC.:. w:H nu.é ta SPcure a Spmaai P it frofy lhf ‘County of, 1‘{3\1"5“ Plnnnma ; o
Departiént; herema ﬁer “Cuunty for lh:. Proper‘y and Llus 1morm:1t|0n wnll be he!pful a5
tij_{joggbh_iﬁg, Specil "P;-'ims'_t. p_ljogcs with'the County :

abﬂut Connectmns CPS pIa-ns for the Pr0pe1y‘ p]ease don i hesuale to contact me of: Sue'Lee Loy of mv
-otheat 9a3 1919 B

_ Best Reoarda, .

Mg

T dHS Hong, Esq :

CorinectidnCPS_. Wl e A D T

FO. Box 4217  Tllo, Hawal'i 86720 - Phone: {(808) S60-3158 - Ewrnail thshongZmisn oot 1010
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NEIL ABERCROMBIE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAS)

WILLIAM L AILA, JR,
CINEFERSGN
LDARD DF LAND AND RATUAAL

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
LAND DIVISION

75 Aupuni Street, Reom 204
Hita, Hawai 96720
PHONE: (2808) 961-9390
FAX (808) 9519599

July 24, 2012
Ref. No.: 08HD-018
Author: LD-GH

Mr. Ted H. S. Hong

For Connections New Century
Public Charter School

P.O. Box 4217

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Hong:

Subject: Connections New Century Public Charter School, Ponohawai, Kukuau,
2™, South Hilo, Bawaii Tax Map Key: 3%2-5-06:141.

We are in receipt of your letter dated July 18, 2012, requesting an update on the progress
of the direct lease to Connections New Century Public Charter School for educational purposes.

The file is currently with the office of the Attorney General for the drafting of the lease
document. Upon completion of the draft lease, we will forward it to the school for signature.
However, there is one question the AG’s office is asking. They note that the school is not
registered with the DCCA and were inquiring for execution purposes, wha will be signing the
lease? Please provide this information so that I may pass it along to the appropriate Deputy AG.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at the Hawaii District Land Office at
961-9590 Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gordon C. Heit
District Land Agent

ce: District Files

RESHR;
COMAIRSHON DN WATEA REXOUICE MANAG)
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es 0 "GEIJ“G surveyor_ OB Shlrdl to prepare a
'_' toponraphxc surv '}’ of the Property fnformauon and (Ial’d colleu!cd from’ thc lcponraphlc sur\fey wﬂl be
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William P. Kenoi

Mayar

Harry 8. Kubojiri
Palice Chief

Paul K. Ferreira
Deputy Police Chief

County of Hawaii

POLICE DEPARTMENT
349 Kapialani Street » Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3998
(80R) 935-3311 « Fax (808) 561-8865

September 19, 2012

Mr. William Boyd

Adminisirative Assistant
Connections Public Charter School
714 Kamehameha Avenue

Hilo, HI 96720

Subject: Report Reguest

Report requested is not available as:

more information is needed; unable to locate report.
written authorization required from party in inferest.
a subpoena duces tecum is required.

it involves a juvenile.

Report(s): Per your request of 8-22-12, enclosed are reports: -
C12018558
XX _ Cther:

If you have any questions regarding this information, please call Lt. Randal M.
Ishii of our Records and Identification Section at (808) 861-2232.

HARRY S. KUBOJIRI
POLICE CHIEF

v %

RANDAL M. 1SHYH, LIEUTENANT
RECORDS AND IDENTIFICATION

RMl:ss

Enc.

1016
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@8/22/2012 ©8: 69 288" 12665
] PAGE Bl1/81

Connections Public Charter School

Hawai’i Police Departtnent

349 Kapiolani Street

Hilo, Hawai’i 96720

Attn: Lt. Randal Ishii, Records Dept.
FAX: 961-8870

August 22, 2012
Lt. Ishii,

] am requesting & copy of police report 4C12018558, issued on 7/14/2012 by Officer Pacheco.
The incident was theft.

Junderstand that this request is taken in the order that it js received and can expect to wait 10
days to 2 weeks. Talso understand that T may be billed for copying and postage. Pleage mail the
report to 174 Kamehameha Avenue, Hilo HI 96720, to my attention or call 895-6857 if 1 am able
to pick up the report.

Sincerely, -
. Z‘M

William Boyd
Administrative Assistant
Connections Public Charter School

174 Kamehameha Ave,
Hilo, HI 96720

174 Kamehataeha Ave., Hilo, }1 96720-2834, 96 1-3664, Fax 96]-2663 .
epos(@alolia net, www.connectionscharterschool.arg RS




HAWAIl POLICE

incident ID; C12018558 Incident Data Sheet Report ORI Number:  HAWAI|
Page: 1 Printed On:  7/21/2012 15:04 (Sat)
Incident ID:; C12018558 Offense Cocde: THEFT 4 (708-0833)
Ocourred Address: EDITA ST HILO, HI 96720
District: HL Post: 131 Source:
Logt Filet: ' Casett:
Situation Found; Disposition:
Date Reporied: 7/4/2012 12:40 Disp Date:
Date Occurred: 7M2/2012 17:00 TO TH2201217:00 Case Status:  Investigation Continuing
Status Date: 711472012 00:00

Shooting: [ ]| Domestic Violence: 1 | Hate Crime: [] | Folow-Up:  [1 | Reclassify, []

Date Approved By Supeivisor: 772172012 15:01 Supervising Officer; CHONG, MILES # 181250

Division: Reporting Officer.  PACHECO, ZENAS PALIL # 4595
Date Assigned To Investigator; 7/14/2012 13:19 lnvéstigato’r Assigned: PACHECO, ZENAS PALIL # 4595
Synopsis:

ON 07-14-2012; JUSTIN THATCHER M-32, REPORTED OBSERVING A WHITE PICKUP TRUCK (UNKNOWN PLATE) LEAVING
FROM A FROPERTY BEING LEASED BY CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL, WITH A LOAD OF OHIA TREES IN THE BACK.
UPON THATCHER INSPECTING THE PROPERTY HE OBSERVED NUMEROUS OHIA TREE'S (FRESH CUT) TO BE REMOVED.
UPON CONTACT WITH CONNECTIONS PRINCIPLE JOHN THATCHER HE RELATED NO ONE WAS GIVEN PERMISSION TO
REMOVE ANY TREES FROM THE PROPERTY.

THE VALUE & THE EXACT AMOUNT OF REMOVED OHIA TREES IS UNDETERMINED.

INV: CONTINUING

WPC 07-21-2012/1332 HRS

Clearance Information
Cleaiance Date Incident Reference Cleared By Clearance Type

1018



HAWAII POLICE

Incident ID: C12018558 Incident Dafa Sheet Report ORI Number:  HAWAI
Page: 2 Printed On:  7/21/2012 15:04 {Saf)

Associated Names

Victim l Vict/Susp Ref; Name: CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL,
DOB AgefTime: UNKNOWN | Juv: | Sex: J SSN: Race:
Home Phone: Work Phone: Other Phone:
Arresth | FBI: SBI: State
Appr . Appr By: Charges:
Circumstance: .
Visitor. Military: [J Pollce Dept Assoclate: [] Justif. Homicide:
Follow-Up: I Weap:
Injured: |:|| Reasons for Treatment Treated:[]-[Vo!untary: O
Hospital: ) Physician:
Transported By: - ! Confined: | ] | Refused Admission: [} | SentHome: [ ]
Condition: Other Action:
injuries ,,,,
Breath Test [ Blood Test: [ ] I Refused Test: [] Test Results:
Drivers License State: Expiratian Number:
Primary Address:
Primary Mailing:
Second Address:

Second Mailing:
Advice of Victims Rights Frovided[] How Natified :

Corament: ‘Ts‘“ &“—j

1019



HAWAII POLICE

incident 1D: C12018558 incident Data Sheet Report ORI Number:  HAWAI i
o Page: 3 Printed On:  7/21/2012 15:04 (Sat)

Associated Names

Reporting Person | Vict/Susp Ref: Name: THATCHER, JUSTIN
DOB 9/22M979 AgefTime: 32 |Juv. N | Sex: M l SSN: 576413220 {Race: WHITE
Home Phonet Work Phone: (808) 953-6037 Other Phone:
Arrest# HH-74952 | FBI: 363670PC5 S8k State
Appr Appr By: Charges:
Circumstance: ,
Visitor [ Military: (] Pollce Dept Assotiate: [ Justif. Homlclde:
Follow-Up: J Weap:
Injured: [] I Reasons for Treatment Treated:[] iVoluntary; M
Hospital: Physiclan:
Transported By: . I Confined: [ ] | Refused Admission: [ ] { SentHome: []
Condition: " Other Action:
Injuries ,,,,
Breath Test: [ Blood Test: [} Refused Test [] | TestResulis:
Drivers License State: Expiration: Number:  NONE
Primary Address:
Primary Mailing:
Second Address:
Second Malling:
Advice of Victims Rights Provided[ ] How Notified :

Comment

SONRIDE ‘3‘@%‘%

FOﬂg Olégm E‘N‘TH ars
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HAWAII POLICE

Incident ID: G12018558 Incident Data Sheet Report ORI Number:  HAWAI
Page: 4 PrintedOn:  7/21/2012 15:04 {Sat)

Associated Names

OTHER | Vict/Susp Rel: | Name: THATCHER, JOHN
DOB 6/6/1954  AgelTime: 58 |Juv: N | Sex: M | SSN: 563406307 |Race: WHITE
Home Phone: (808) 935-4234 Work Phone: (80U) 969-6037 Other Phone:  [808) 8B95-6856
Arresti [ FBI; SBI: State
Appr Appr By: Charges:
Circumslance:
Visitor: [ l Mintary: [ I Police Dept Associate: [ ] Jushif. Horicide:
Follow-Up: Weap:
Injured: [] | Reasons for Treatment: , . | Treated: [ ] i\!oluntary: |
Hospitak Physician:
Transporied By: | Confined: { ] | Refused Admission: [ ] | SentHome: []
Condition: Other Action:
Injurles ,,,,
Breath Test: [] Blood Test {] Refused Test: [} | TestResuits:
Drivers License State: HI Expiration: 6/612010 12:00 Number:  HG0822356
Primary Address:
Primary Mailing:
Second Address:
Sacond Maliing:
Advice of Victims Rights Provided[”] How Notified :

Comment:

Vehicles

Stolen Vehicles

1021



HAWAI POLICE

Incident ID: G12018558 incident Data Sheet Report ORI Number:  HAWAI
b page: 5 Pernted On:  7/21/2012 15:04 {Sat)
Property
Tag#: 4 Brand: Maodel:
Aclion: STOLEN Prop Type:
Units: Amt/Unit | Est value:
Disposition: PENDING RECOVERY IOccurred 71212012 006:00 Reported On: 7/14/2012 00:00
Serial Number: UCR Code: Miseellaneous NCIC Code:
Secondary Action: | Secondary Location:
Secondary Value: I Secondary Reported On: Secondary Occurred
Description: OHIA TREES
Comment:
Citations
Ticket# Date Ordinance Amount Officer
Field Interviews
Fleld Interview#  Date/Time Occumed Action Taken Tvpe Vehicle Plate Vehicle VIN
Accidents
Report Number - Date Description

Suspects (Unknown)

Victim to Suspect Relationships N mm‘ﬁ’ﬂ\m&g

ey

Victim # [Victim Name W 3 ON‘:{ Relationship

FOR\‘S%R NoE W
1 AC

GO erore oS
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incident ID¢ 12018558
Fage: §

Offense Codes

HAWAII POLICE

Incident Data Sheet Report

HAWAIL
T121/2012 15:04 (Sat)

ORI Number:
Printed On:

Code: THEFT 4

iRank:

lAﬂempt Dom Violence:

Date Qccurred { FROM ):

[Pate Ocourred ( TO ):

|Date Reported:

Code Section:

|Bias:

|Statute:

Location: OTHER - OPEN FOR FREE

[ Final Lacatlon:

‘ Rape Location:

Enfry Type:- Other

| Enfry Area: Unknown

| Instrurnent Used:

# Premises Entered:;

| Entry Method: NFORCE

] Entry Point 1; Other

l Entry Paint 2;

Exit Point 1: Other

Exit Paint

Method Of Exitt TRUCK

Area Target

Property Target 1;

Other

Property Target 2:

Property Target 3:

Victim Target:

Time Of Day:

Clreumstance:

Security 1:

{Security 2;

Weapon 1: OTHER

|Automatic: IWeapon 2

IAutom atic:

Weapon 3:

|Automatic:

Criminal Act 1:

i Criminal Act 2:

Criminal Act 3:

Suspected Use 1:

Suspected Use 2:

Suspected Use 3;

Susp. Action io Prem, 1: Other

Susp. Action to Prem. 2:

Susp. Action to Prem. 3:

Susp, Action on Vict.

Susp. Action on Vict, 2:

Susp. Action on Vict. 3:

Susp. Cther Action 1:

Susp. Other Action 2

Susp. Other Action 3

Susp, SolicitOfferad 1:

Susp. Sollcit/Offered 2:

Susp. Soficit/Offerad 3:

Victim Use 1: Victim Use 2; Victim Use 3.

Victim Activily: Victim Cendition: Precip. Circumstance:
Vehicle Locked: Keys in Ignition: # Louvers Removed:
Photographed: Y Dusting: Arson:

] Remarks:

Incident Supplement

Officer Hours

1023
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CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY 07-12-2012 12018558
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL Ofcx. 4. PACHECO HL
174 Kamehameha Avenue THEET 4
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES

ASSIGNMENT

07-14~2012: Approximately 1248 Hrs.: While working
patrol in the District of South Hilo, I was assigned by Central
Dispatch to a reported theft of Ohia trees from a property located
off of Bdita Street in the District of South Hilo.

07~14-2012: Approximately 1253 Hrs.: I arrived on-
Edita Street to contact the reporting party.

REPORTING PARTY IDENTIFIED/STATEMENT

07-14-2012; Approximately 1253 Hrs.: While on Edita
Street at a large undeveloped agricultural lot {(unknown numerics),
I contacted the reporting party who was identified as:

Justin William THATCHER, M-32
DOB: 09-22-1979

SSN:  576-41-3220 [)Egﬁgﬁf“LXQ:
i rsve QO <z

OUR AGEN 40 HiRS.
Hilo, Hawaii 956720 ‘\:‘?A&;QBDANCE WiTH 9oF

Ph.: 835-4234

THATCHER reported on 07-12-2012 at approximately 1700
hours, while walking his dog on Edita Street, he observed a white
Ford pickup truck (unknown license plate) leaving the property
which is -being leased by “Connections Charter School” and
traveling north (toward Kaumana Drive) on Edita Street with a
truck bed £full of Ohia trees. THATCHER related upon seeing this,
he immediately became concerned and made a connection to the
property in which is being leased to Connections Charter School
from the State of Hawaii located off of Edita Street. THATCHER
related the property has numerous Ohia trees within.

THATCHER, who stated that he is a former employee of
Connections Charter School and is the son of the principal of
Connections Charter School whe he identified as John THATCHER, M-

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 523019323
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. {4595] on 08/07/2012

Bpproved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 08/12/2012 1024




CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY 07-12-2012 €l12018558
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL Ofcr. Z. PACHECO HL
174 Kamehameha Avenue THEFT 4
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES

58, related that acting on behalf of his father, whe was currently
in the mainland, he proceeded to conduct an visual inspection of
the 33-acre property and at this time he noted numerous Ohla trees
to be removed from the property. THATCHER related that the Ohia
trees that were removed appeared to be have been freshly cut down,
not more than a day to a week old.

THATCHER related that Connections had hired a fencing
company, identified as ™“On The Line Fencing” to construct a
perimetexr fence around this property being leased. THATCHER
related that a property perimeter line was cleared by a 1land
clearer being that the fencers had difficulty placing a fence
without the bulldozer flattening and removing the foliage.

A THATCHER related that he believes that the responsible
LT party/parties had removed Ohia trees, unknown amount, which had
been earlier knocked down by the bulldozer when the perimeter was
cleared. THATCHER also believed that the responsible

party/parties had also cut and removed fresh Ohia trees which had
not been affected by the bulldozer clearing the land. THATCHER
related that the pickup truck in which he seen the Ohia trees to
be in the back of did not bear any logo or identifying marks as
being associated with On The %Line Fencing. THATCHER stated that
it was related to him by his father John THATCHER that no one had
permission to remove any trees or material from this property.

I asked THATCHER if he had any furthex description on
the pickup truck in which he had seen on 07-12-2012 in which he
stated that it was a white Ford pickup truck, late 80s or early
90s model, again unknown license plate.

CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL PRINCIPAL CONTACTED

07-15-2012: Approximately 1000 Hrs. I contacted t
principal of Connections Charter School. He is 1d ‘t) ﬁf“

John L. THATCHER, M-58 ©©ﬁ§ CY'S USE ONLY

FOR YOURRGEN o oo 10 1ES.

DOB: 06-06-1954 CE
SSN: 563~40-6307 it AGGORDAN
e e e e e 523019323
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 08/07/2012

Approved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 08/12/2012 1025



o CONNECTIONS NEW CENTURY 07-12-2012 Cl2018558

; PUBRLIC CHARTER SCHOOL Ofcr. Z. PACHECO HL
174 Kamehameha Avenue THEFT 4
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES

Address:
1188 Kaumana Drive
Hile, Hawaii 96720
Ph.: 935-4234
895-6856
Principal
Connections New Century Public Charter School
174 Kamehameha Avenue ' ’
Hilo, Hawaii

Upon contact with THATCHER, THATCHER related he had just
returned from the U.S5 mainland and had been informed of what had
occurred at the leased property located off of Edita Street by his
son, Justin THATCHER. THATCHER stated that no one had permission
to remove any trees or material from this property which is being
leased from the State of Hawaii by Connections Charter 8School
which he is the ©principal and handles +the administrative
responsibilities. THATCHER stated +that a fencing company
identified as “On The Line Fencing” was hired by Connections
School to place a perimeter fence around the property, although he
did not give no one permission to remove any of the tree material
from this property. THATCHER stated that at this time he has not
yet .contacted On The Line Fencing to speak with a supervisor/owner
to inguire as to the missing trees. John THATCHER requested that
I speak to another Connections employee who he identified as Eric
BOYDE, Phone No. 895-6857, in which he believes BOYDE might have
new information to provide to me.

ERIC BOYDE CONTACTED

07-18-2012: Approximately 1100 Hrs.: I contacted a
male party who is employed by Connections Charter School. He was

e Eric BOYDE, M-40 @Mf

DOB: 05-29-1972 AGENCYS US

OR YOUR ] RS
174 Kamehameha Avenue TN AGCORDANCE WITH 92F-18 1
Hilo, Hawaii 926720

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 523019323
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. {4595] on 08/07/2012

Approved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 08/12/2012 1026




CONRECTIONS NEW CENTURY 07-12-2012 C12018558
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL Ofcr. Z. PACHECO HL
174 Kamehameha Avenue THEFT 4
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

PAGE 4 OF 3 PAGES

Ph.: 855-6857

Upon contact with BOYDE, I asked BOYDE if he is familiar
with the investigation regarding the theft of Ohia trees from the
Connections property located off of Edita Street. At this time
BOYDE stated that he was. He was informed by the Connections
principal, John THATCHER, of what had happened. BOYDE related
that he himself does not have any perscnal information as to who
possibly was responsible, although he stated he spoke to the
owner/supervisor of On The Line Fencing who he identified as John
GONSALVES and asked him if he knew anything about the removed Ohia
trees from the property. BOYDE related to me at this time that
uponn speaking with GONSALVES, GONSALVES stated that he did not

éﬁ& have any information nor any involvement in the removal of the
Ohia trees from this property. At this time BOYDE related that he
did not have any further information to provide.

SCENE

The scene is 1identified as Edita Street at an
undeveloped agricultural property approximately 30 to 40 acres
being leased by Connections New Century Public School from the
State of Hawaii. The property is described to have numerous Chia
trees and other types of vegetation on the property with no
permanent structures built at this time.

VALUR

: Upon speaking with Connections Charter School Principal
John THATCHER, he related at this time he did not have a value of
the Ohia txees that were removed from the propexrty, although he
wonld work on obtaining a value on the trees. John THATCHER
related that these trees were important fto Connections Charter

School as it would be used by the Stud%ﬁﬁ@ﬁfﬁilﬁirlous woodworking

ts.
projects @Eﬂm’,XEBL%quggg§E§E§

RAGE g,
EHCTOSERIES T‘?EG\E%%DANCE WiTH 92F-19 HR
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 523019323
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. {4595] on 08/07/2012
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07-14-2012: While on scene, photographs were taken of
the scene. Photographs also depict several areas where noted
fresh Ohia cuttings were made by the suspect(s).

SUSPECT VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

The suspect vehicle in which was seen leaving the area
with a bed full of Ohia trees is described as a white late
80s/early 90s Ford pickup truck, unknown plates, unknown other
distinguishing characteristics.

DISPOSITION

This investigation will remain continuing pending
obtaining the value of the removed trees and identifying
suspect (s} or witness(es).

INV. CONTINUING

APPROVED Zenas PACHECO $#271
’ PO 2W HL

07-21-2012 } 1332 HRS
DATE:

07-25-2012 WED 03807 HRS

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 523019323
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 08/07/2012

Bpproved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 08/12/2012 4(28
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INFORMATION
08-07-2012: Approximately 1200 Hrs.: I was contacted
by a female party via telephone who verbally identified herself as
Sue LEELOY. LEELOY informed me that she 1is representing

Connections Charter School 1in regard to this investigation of
theft of ohia trees from the leased property located off of Edita
Street. Upon speaking with LEELOY, she related that the property
located off of Bdita Street, which is the future site for
Connections Charter School, that the lease has not yet been
officially finalized. LEELOY related that it is 90 percent
completed but there are several steps in the lease process before
finalization of the lease agreement between the State of Hawaii
and Connections Charter School. LEELOY related that Connections
Charter School has Dbeen granted "right of passage" on the
undeveloped property. It should be noted that the ohia trees that
were reported to be taken without permission from this property
legally belongs to the State of Hawaii and not to Connections
Charter School as I mentioned in an earlier reported submitted by
me. LEELOY related that she would provide further documentation
regarding this property to police in the near future to submit as
parct of this investigation.

NEIGHBORHOCD CHECKS

08~07-2012: Approximately 1330 Hrs.: I arrived at
11B8A Kaumana Drive and I contacted a female party, who was a
possible witness to this incident. She is identified as:

Stacy STAR, F-52 QgggﬁiﬂEﬂ£gE§BﬂjEB£§EE

DOB: 05-03-19260 FOR YOUR AGENCY'S USE ONLY
1188A Kaumana Drive (N ACCORDANGCE WITH a2F-19 HAS.
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Res. Ph.: 808-485-7264

STAR reported that sometime in June while walking her
dog on Edita Street and as she was passing the property on Edita
Street, which is the future site of the Connections Charter
School, she observed a black flat trailer parked in the front

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 525346537
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 08/12/2012

Approved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. (1886231 on 8/12/2012 1029
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portion of the property with approximately 15 to 20 cut ohia trees
on top. STAR related that she observed several parties in the
area; although she did not take notice and could not provide a
accurate description at this time due to the fact that at that
time she did not think anything was suspicious bkeing that a fence
was being constructed around the property. STAR related that the
trailer was black in color 'and she could not provide any further
information. The interview was concluded at this time being that
" §TAR had no further information to provide,

I proceeded to a property located north from the scene
and I contacted a male party, who identified as:

Kimokeo BOWDEN, M-37

DOB: 07-26-1975

SSN: Last four digits 3437
1265K Kaumana Drive

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

.Res. Ph.: 640-92902

I informed BOWDEN that I was investigating a theft of
Ohia +trees from the property located south of his residence.
BOWDEN stated that he had no prior knowledge of any theft
occurring on the property. BOWDEN explained that he works off
island for the Hawali carpenters union and is sometimes gone for
weeks at a time. BOWDEN reiterated that he had no information nor
knowledge of any trees being taken from the property located south
of his property. This interview was concluded at this time being
that BOWDEN had no further information to provide.

I proceeded to another residence located north of the
scene and I contacted a male party, who resides within, and is

identified as:
Paul Y. MOTONAGA, M~57 i “@ﬁf“[Xﬂ:

DOB: 04-04-1855 @@Nﬁ ®E‘ USEONLY
SSN: TLast four digits 551 oﬂYOURAGENGY.:ggF.igHHS-
1265E Kaumana Drive G(;,()F{Dlﬁd‘lcn‘aW\T

. . N A
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 525346537
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 048/12/201.2
Approved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 8/12/2012 1030
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Res. Ph.: 969-1845
Jas Glover

890 Leilani Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Bus. Ph.: 935-0871

MOTONAGA reported that sometime in the month of June or
July during the late afternoon hours, he observed a possible Dodge
or Ford unknown color pickup truck passing his residence headed
toward Kaumana Drive with a bed full of what appeared to be cut
ohia trees. MOTONAGA related that he did not actually see the
truck exit from the property, which is located south o¢f his
property but he saw this vehicle leaving and thought it was
suspicious. MOTONAGA related that he did not see the license
plate nor see the driver of the vehicle, MOTONAGA that his wife
also observed something similar. Due to the fact that MOTONAGA
had no further information to provide regarding this incident,
this interview was concluded and I proceeded to ¢ontact his wife.

: While at the residence of Paul MOTONAGA at 1265 Kaumana
Drive, I contacted his wife, identified as Venus MOTONAGA. She
also related that she saw a large pickup truck with a bed full of
ohia trees traveling toward Kaumana Drive passing their residence.
Venus MOTONAGA could not provide any information as far as vehicle
license plates or a description of the operator of the wvehicle.
MOTONAGA related that on three separate occasions she ohserved
pickup trucks with cut Ohia trees in the bed area to past her
residence. MOTONAGA was unsure of the dates and times of these
sightings. MOTONAGA related that she did not observed anyone
placing Ohia trees from the property onto these trucks. It was at
this time that this interview was concluded being that MOTONAGA
had no further information to provide regarding the descriptions.

DISPOSITION

I recommend thi?E%Cjﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂiﬁﬂgh\rlijﬂLfontinuing‘

TOR YOUR AGENCY'S USE ONLY
FN ACCORDANCE WITH 92F-18 HRS.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 525346537
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 08/12/2012
Roproved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. [188623] on 8/12/2012 1031
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APPROVED Zenas PACHECO #271
PO 1w HI.
08-08-2012 0634 HRS

DATE :

08~09-2012 THU 1208 HRS

CONFIDENTIAL

USE ONLY

OUR AGENG CY'S

I :\{G\EOHDANCE WITH 92F-19 HRS.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 525346537
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on So2030603T

Approved By: TOLENTINO, DARRYEL M. (188623] on 8/12/2012 1032



Connections Public 07-12-2012 €12018558

Charter School Ofcx. C. ACOB HL
174 Kamehameha Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii THEFT 4

PAGE 1 OF 5 PAGRES

ASSIGNMENT/ARRIVAL

On 08-01-2012 at approximately 1045 Hrs, myself and
other Police units were assigned to head to Edita Street on a
theft of trees report.

Dispatch related that the property in which the trees
were being removed from belonged to the Connections Charter
School and that the reporting party whe is also the school’s
Principal was there now and wanted to meet with Officers as the
responsible was there also.

Myself, Officers C. KANEKO and B. RAGOCOS arrived at
approximately 1050 Hrs.

REPORTING PARTY/PRINCIPAL CONTACTED

On 08-01-2012 at approximately 1034 Hrs, I contacted
the Connections Charter School’s Principal. He verbally
identified himself as:

John I.. THATCHER, M-58, White
DOB: 06-06-1954

SSN: 563-90-6307

1188 Xaumana Drive

Hilo, Hawaii 96720
808-895-6856

Connections Public Charter Sch.
174 Kamehameha Avenue

Hilo, Hawaii 956720

808-961-3664

THATCHER stated that there was a Police Report already
made with Ofer. 2. PACHECO relative to trees being stolen from

this property here on Edita Street. QE(JBﬂﬁgﬂﬁDﬁgﬁﬂi?ulkﬂ

: ONLY
FOR YOUR AGENGY S Use
e 1N ACCORDANCE WITH 92F-18 HRS

Reviewed By: ACOB, CLARENCE {180035] on 09/06/2012
Annraved Bv: HORIO. DARREN [182929) on 9/7/2012
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Note that this property is currently under
construction as this property will be their school’s new
location.

THATCHER then stated that he came here today at
approximately 10:30 a.m. (1030 Hrs) after he was called by the
school’s Admin. Assistant, Eric BOYD who informed him to come
here to Edita Street as his daughter, Ipo BOYD drove by and
observed an unknown colored truck {(unknown license plate)
connected with a trailer that had trees on it., She further
stated that she observed approximately (8) trees that were
exceeding the trailer's size and the truck left with the trees.

THATCHER also added that the school contracted John
GONSBALVES, owner of “On the Line Fencing” to do the
construction. During this contract, GONSALVES have bheen keeping
in touch with BOYD.

Note that GONSALVES was present at this time and he
was interviewed by Ofcr. C. KANEKO.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

On 08-01-2012 at approximately 1101 Hrs, via
telephone, I contacted:

William Eric BOYD, M-40, White
DOB: 05-29-1972

SSN: 496-74-6095

161 B Lanikaula Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720
808-895-6857

e Ramenameha avene . (CONEIDENTIAL

Hilo, Hawail 96720 FOR YOUR AGENCY'S USE ONLY
808-961-3664 (N ACCORDANCE WITH 92F-18 HRS,
Reviewed By: ACOB, CLARENCE [180035] on 09/06/2012

Approved By: HORIO, DARREN [182929] on 9/7/2012 1034
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BOYD stated that John GONSALVES called him this
morning at about 9:00 a.m. (0800 Hrs) and GONSALVES basically
told him about the progress on the job and that the job would be
complete by the end of this week. He also informed him that the
bulldozer guy was here and that the bulldozer guy wanted Ohia
trees.

BOYD stated that he clearly told GONSALVES that
nothing is to be removed from the property. GONSALVES then told
him that he would be letting the bulldozer guy know that nothing
is to be removed from the property.

BOYD then stated that approximately 3 minutes later he
receives a phone call and apparently it is the bulldozer guy.
The guy introduces himself as only Chad at this time.

BOYD states that Chad asked him on what the problem
was with taking the trees and that the trees would be smashed
anyway. He replied that he already had told GONSALVES that
nothing is to be taken off the property and that they had
already made a Police report regarding trees being removed from
the property.

BOYD then states that Chad replies that it is ignorant
on their part and if they are trying to preserve the trees then
why not take them somewhere and replant them. He then tells Chad
that regardless of what he thinks, it is the school’s decision
and nothing should be removed.

BOYD states that he called his daughter, Ipo BOYD and
asked her to just drive by the property this morning just to
check. Apparently she had told him that she observed an unknown
make or model, white colored pickup truck with unknown license
plate to have a trailer attached with an undetermined number of
trees loaded on it. She added that there were some guys
standing around, but did not know who they weremFﬁhe able

——— !N ACC ORDANg E%?}:‘M Fgéﬂ&

Reviewed By: ACOB, CLARENCE [180035] on 09/06/2012 99F.1,
Approved By: HORIO, DARREN [182929] on 9/7/2012 *1035
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to determine how many guys were actually there. She was unable
to give him any names or descriptions to him at this time.

MALE CONTACTED/ID/AOR

On 08-01-2012 at approximately 1135 Hrs, on Edita
Street, I contacted the bulldozer guy that called BOYD. Note
that this male was able to produce a valid Hawaii State Drivers
License to this Officer upon identification request. He is
identified as:

Chad A. SOARES, M-47, Ptgée
DOB: 10-16-1966 ()
oo e D

No Mailing Address ACCOHDANCE‘:WT S UsSE ONLy
808-769-3442 H92F.19 pipg.
Self Employed/C&S Landclearing

Note that when SOARES was asked for his current
address information he stated that he comes and goes and does
not really stay at one place.

Dne to the phone call made to BOYD today, SOARES was
rendered his rights off of the Hawail Police Department Advice
of Rights form (HPD/PAT-022). This form was read to him
verbatim. With his initials he acknowledged that he understood
his rights, he did not want a lawyer now and that he was willing
to tell this Officer what happened.

SOARES stated that he did make a phone call to Eric
this morning and asked Eric about the Ohia trees and that it was
silly not to be able to tdke them elsewhere to presexve them,
because they are going to be destroyed by the bulldozer anyway.

I then asked SOARES to see if it was he or anyone he
might know who took the trees. He replied that he did not know

Reviewed By: ACOB, CLARENCE [180035] on 09/06/2012
Approved By: HORIO, DARREN . [182929] on 9/7/2012 1036
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who took the trees all he knows is that he did not take any of

it.

Refer to the Advice of Rights form for further
details.
DISPOSITION

In view of the above information, I recommend that
this report be left continuing and that a copy be routed to the
Lead Investigator, Ofcr. Z. PACHECO for hnis information.

ROUTE COPY OF THIS REPORT TO OFCR. Z. PACHECO

INV. CONTINUING

CONEIDENTIAL

FOR YOUR AGENGY'S USE ONLS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 92F-19 R

-----

Reviewed By: ACOB, CLARENCE [180035] on 09/06/2012
Approved By: HORIO, DARREN [182929] on 9/7/2012 1037
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INFORMATION

09-05-2012: I was informed by Officer Joseph FELICIANO
of South Hilo Patrol that he conducted a follow-up investigation,
in which he contacted the Department of Land and Natural Resources
(DLNR) land agent, who he identified as Gordan HEIT.

Officer FELICIANO was informed that this particular
investigation of the theft of trees from the property located off
of Edita Street, which was owned by the State of Hawaii, was
currently being investigated by DLNR Officer Edwin SHISHIDO.

HEIT informed Officer FELICIANO that this investigation
was to be forwarded to SHISHIDO for his information.

DISPOSTTION

In view of the above information, I recommend this
investigation be closed, referred to other agency. Route a copy
of this report to the Department of Land and Natural Resources
Officer Edwin SHISHIDO for his information and final dispositiocn.

ROUTE COPY OF REPORT TO DEPT. LAND/NATURAL RESOURCES

CONFIDENTIAL

CLOSED: REFERRED TO OTHER AGENCY FOR YOUR AGENCY'S USE ONLY
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 92F-19 HRS.

APPROVED Zenas PACHECO 271
PO 3W HL
0p9-05-2012 19328 HRS

DATE:

09-13-2012 THU 1209 HRS

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 529175733
Reviewed By: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL A. [4595] on 09/13/2012
Approved By: CHONG, MILES [181250] on 9/13/2012 1038



HAWAI! POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADVICE OF RIGHTS

e e
H

1 am a Police Officer. I want to inform you of your rights.

1. You have the right to remain siient. You do not have to answer any guestions.

2. Anything you say may be used against you in a court of law.

3. You have the right o falk to a iawyer before we ask you any questions and to have him with you during
guestioning.

4. If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before any questioning if you wish.

5.If yéu decide to answer the questions now without a lawyer present, you will still have the right to stop
answering at any time and talk {o a lawyer.

The Advice of Righis was administered to C.l—{m A 6)0 ALES

Location G\’)\’fbc QT \QEEFT H‘Iu H’l

By Pog‘f’f Officer @ EF%DE%&?&(O' %a};‘e_ 0112 ﬂi"fg 7
WAIVER OF RIGHTS
INITIAL
YES NoO

1. Do you understand the rights that | have [ust read to you? [’/é
2. Do you want a lawyer now? ‘ (%gg a5
3. Would you like to tell me what happened? C. ’4

Subject's Signature / 2 ,f %ﬁn o and “w\:ﬁ;\’ LSL.\\\;\ Dﬁ? /69. T}.?I:Legcf__

[} Refused to sign ___ Location N\?“HEV\:\: USE ONL':{ ’ /

Witness Signature “F'ai C\{C%%% AP\‘\‘E;‘E‘W“H goFAd HRs Date Time

All of the foregoing was transfated into

Datea Time

By:
Translator's Signature
HPDIPAT-022

REVISED: 03-2009 RETENTION: RECORE '
1039
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POLICE DEPARTMENT - PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD Report No. C12018558 DIST: HL

. Qecuyred On: 07M2H2 17:00 PAGE:{1 of 1
Location: RECEIPT # 1 -
{ For Internal Use } _— Actlon: OTHER
QOffense Code / Liferal Master Report # | Status UCR Clearance Disposition
708-0833 - THEFT 4 invesligation Contin
VICTIM Last Name, First Name, Mlddle Name ddrass Res Phons / Bus Phona
CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL,, 174 KAMEHAMEHA AVE HILO HI 0
Recaovering Officer Recovery Location Recovery Date  Time
PACHECO - 4585 EDITA STREET 027/147/12 00:00 to 00:00
ITEM [QTY | Description Tag Category
1 7 YELTLOW ENVELOPE CONTAINING A MAGNAVOX CD-R DISC, DIGITAL 3626006 Photos
PICTURES OF THEE SCENE
iTEM Photo Type: DIGITAL Fhotegrapher: PACHECO, ZENAS PAUL
31 Description: FRONT OVERALL VIEW FROM EDITA STREET TOWARDS THE FPRONT PORTION OF THE SCENE
1-2 Description: FRONT OVERALL VIEW FROM EDXTA STREET TOWARDS THE FRONT PORTION OF THE SCENE
1-3 Description: VIEW OF CUT OHBIA TREE STUMP ON PROPERTY
1-4 Description: VIEW OF CUT ORIA TREE STUMP ON PROPERTY
1-5 Description: VIEW OF CUT OHIA TREE STUMP ON PROPERTY
1-6 Description: vrew OF CUT OHIA TRRE STUMP ON PROPERTY
1-7 Description: VIEW OF DAMAGED OHIA TREE QN GROUND ARER
CHAIN OF CUSTODY RELEASE AUTHORIZED BY; DATE: .. TIME:
l;{f-rm IT(EI)“ FROM {SIGNATURE) | EMPLOYEE# |RECEIVED BY {SIGNATURE) { EMPLOYEE# DaTE | TIME
~randEE AL
~ONEIDENEECS
FORYOPR [\ g WitH
OFFICER EMPLOYEE# DATE  TIME |APPROVEDBY EMPLOYEE#  DATE TIME
ZEWAS PAUL PACHECO 4595 | |
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Ted H.S. Hong
Attorney at Law

Employment, Workplace Law & Litigalion

Sue L.K. Lee Loy Y
Planner and Legal Assistant = B
70L) 3500 00OL 7147 9523 o
r,‘—-l Poskage | S
August 2, 2012 Cenified Feo
& g Retum Recelpt Fee P%Z:""
[ {Endorsement Requlied} B
= Beslricled Delivary Fap
o =] (Endorzement Flegilirad)
=0 John Gor‘lzales, Owner b Teta) Posiaga & Fess |
2 On the Line Fencing m
Post Office Box 1810 3
Keaan, Hawaii 96749 ~
; Ko g 7 - -4' '.a:g
& RE: CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL . PR ——
N

Dear Mr. Gonzales:

My name is Ted H.S. Hong and I represent Connections Public Charter School, hereinafter
“Connections.” Today, August 2, 2012, I was notified by the leadership of Connections that you
w1 and/or workers associated with you and/or your company, On The Line Fencing, removed trees

{0 (Ohia) from a property located off of Edita Street, owed by the State of Hawaii and further
X7 identified by TMK (3)2-006:141.

Gy Effective immediately, you are only to go onto the subject property after notifying and receiving
En the approval of either myself or someone in a position of authority with Connections. Any
7 violation of this instruction will be considered a trespass onto the property.

Y The removal of high value trees (Ohia) without permission from the State is a criminal and civil
violation of Hawaii Revised Statues and under contract with Connections you are hereby
required and further demanded to provide my office with a copy of your Business Liability

7w Policy and/or a name of your liability insurance agent within ten (10) days of receipt of this

2% ".._': letter. Information can be directed to my office at Post Office Box 4217, Hilo, Hawaii 96720.

This letter also serves as notice that we will seek indemnification from your company in the
event that the State of Hawaii imposes any fine or other penalty against Connections. We
== reserve the right to file a lawsuit against you, your company and criminal charges against those
individuals involved.

i Should you fail to provide my office with the information requested above within ten (10) days,
will proceed on behalf of my client to pursue any and all legal remedies afforded under the law,

1042



John Gonzales, Owner

RE: CONNECTIONS CHARTER SCHOOL
August 2, 2012

Page 2

In addition, my office will work collaboratively with the State of Hawaii Department of Land

and Natural Resources, and the State of Hawaii Enforcement Division to ensure you and/or
=45 ‘workers associated with you and/or your company will held liable for violation of Hawaii

o Revised Statues,

: Sincerely,
.,;l",.'_r: I Wy/ﬁ&/{
RS Ted S Hong, Esq. Y- > 7
c: Connections

State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources
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SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

M Complete ltems 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
ltem 4 If Restricted Dsllvery Is desirad,

® Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can refurn the card to you,

= Aftach this card to the back of the mallplece,
or an the front if space permits,

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

A sy LA -
X ’_-:41.- P o) B Agent
Uoi-chin fOSwD 1 Addressen '

B. Recelved by (Prinfed Name) G. Dals of Dellvery

1. Asticle Addrassed 1ot

Dic3dajivery address different from Rem 17 L Yes

A7 Cfenterdellvexy address belows [ No

Expresa Mail

dc.o.D.

e ™ Ilvefy?(EXtraFe,e) I Yes

2. Artlcle Number

s 10| Y0 B0

PS Form 3811, February 2004

Domestio Ham?‘{ecalpt ' ' ! 102595-02-M-1540
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NEIF- ABERCROMBIE
GOVERNOR OF IAWAU

WILLIARLD, AILA, JR.
EAARHTREIH

PAUL S CONRY
INTERIH FIMST RERI T

WILLIAM M, TAM
PPUTY BHECTUR WATER

1 OF CORVTTANLES

CORSTRVATION
DPEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES wmﬁ;{:’ﬁ“ﬁfgﬁgﬂﬁ
POST OFFICE BOX 621 TR
HONOLULU, HAWAN 56809
August 15, 2012
NOTICE AND ORDER

Connections Poblic Charter School
174 Kamehamehd Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

SUBJECT:  Ilegal Activity on Public Lands Identified as Tax Map Key: 3 2.5
' 06:141, Kukuau, South Hilo, Hawaii

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that you are in violation of Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR)
Title 13, Chapter 221, entitled "Unencumbered Public Lands" providing for the control of public
activities on unencumbered public lands, enacted pursuant fo Chapter 171, Hawaii Revised
Statutes (HRS).

An inspection of the premises on which the illegal activity has been conducted was made on
August 10, 2012 by the Department of Land and Natural Resources. We have determined that:

1) The subject property, identified as tax map key: 3"/ 2-5-06:141, is unencumbered
public lands;

2) The following uses were conducted on the subject premises: bulldozing perimeter of

property, consfruction of hog wire fence along perimeter of property;

3) These uses were not authorized by the Department of Land and Natural Resources
under Chapter 13-221, HAR.

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO CEASE any further activity on the subject premises.
Should you fail to cease such illegal activity immediately, you will be subject to fines up to
$5,000 for a first violation plus $1,000 per day in which the violation continues, $10,000 for a
second violation plus $2,000 per day in which the violation continues, and $20,000 for a third or
subsequent violation plus $4,000 per day in which the viclation continues, pursuant to Chapter
13-221, HAR, in addition to administrative coss incurred by the Depariment.

DUARDE LAHI AN MATURAD RLSUVRC) &
QUMHESION DHWATER RERDURE MARATE RENT

AQUATRE ATSURLES
:m,nmmm QCIAH RECREATIUN
CUMMISION DN WATER KLYHCE MANALUELE
COMAERYATIUR AH)) COASTAL LANIS

Ay CES ENFDHCEAEH]
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NOTIGE AND ORDER
Connectlons Charter School
Kukuau, South Hilo, Hawaii
TMK: {3) 2-5-08:141

Please contact Gordon Heit of the Land Division at (808) 961-9590 to clear this matter.

.-""" 1
¥

by oAl Ly

ﬁdeIlam J, Alla, Jr. Cha&person
AN 4 Board of Land and Natural Resources

'I

cc: . Distriet Board Member
District Branch
Ted H. S. Hong

t
!
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EXHIBIT A

CONNECTIONS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
TMK: 3" 2-5-06:141

SUBJECT PROPERTY
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- 1ean.s. fong .-
Attorney at Law -~

Empleyment Workplace Law & Litigaton

Sue L.K. Lee Loy
Planner and Legal Assistant

o,

August 17,2012

The Honorable William J. Alla. Jr. Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources
Post Office box 621

Honolulu, Hawai; 96809

Mr. Gordon Heit

Land Division - Island of Hawaii
75 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720
“USF RE ILLEGAL ACTIVITY ON PUBLIC LaND
" ; i TMK(3)2-5-006:141. KUKUGAL. SOUTH HILO. HAWALL
€21 Dear Mr. Aila and Mr. el
2-?}3%’; On behalf of Connections Publie Charter Schoal, hereinafier < ‘onnections”, | acknowledge
R receipt of your letter Notice and Order dated August 15, 2012 As a matter of record,
% Connections has ceased act ivity on the subject property,
A .
E_'@ v By way of background. Connections is eager and committed to secure the property and has been
,d:w working with the Department of Land ang Natural Resources for some time now to secure a
i S direct lease with the Board of Land and N

alural Resources. Gordon Heit has and continucs to be
ms through the process.

B4 ":': -
g ?j . -% - .
o T

helpful and supportive assisting Connectic

S

On October 22. 2010, C hairperson Laura 11, Thielen. issues a i inding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) and since that time Connections completed additivnal siudies which included a metes
and bounds descriptions and map for the subject propedy. A copy of the metes and bounds
descriptions and Map was transmitied to Mr. Heit on April 11, 2012 and a Publjc Notice of
Direet Lease was published o May 1.2012,

A ._5‘
u'ff g e T
(3 M

]
Iuﬁ‘!!
¢ iR
AN E

¥t

\
\; K _'.!-.!-; o
%
¥,
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The Honorable Wiliiam J, Ajla, Jr. Chairperson

Board of Land and Natural Resources
Mr. Gordon Hejt

August 17,2012
Page 2

On July 18. 2012, on behalf of Connections ouroffice continued with a follow
Department regarding a right-of-entry for the
Property and a progress report of the
notice that Connection would be sub
regulatory and cntitlemen process n
the subject properiy.

up letter to the
property to complete a topographic survey of the
L.ease Apreement between the Board and C onnections and
mitting a Special Permit Application to continue the

ceded for the esiablishme

On .]lh}' 24,2012, Mr. teit quickly responded with the ne

Lease Agreement and Connection replied with ¢
follow-up call with Mr. Heir reveled th
within the Department,

ed Jor additional information for the
he additional information and at the same time. a
at the right-of-entry was forward Tor review by others

Conneetions has been able 1o secure granis and loans to help with the development of the
property. and some funds have 1 ming elements which has Conne
streamline the communications and continue

be prudent for our offices o meet and diseuss the various issues and how ¢ hegy
" a synchronized matter 1o axoid any other inappropriate
’, August 27, 2012 thry August, 31,2012

f-‘.%;" " issues. Ilook forward to your reply.
0

clions eayger and committed (o
working the Department. At this juncture. it would

address them in
activities, 1 am available the week of

« W meet with you and Mr. Heit 1o discuss the varjous

';%‘f‘ Regards,

s " /)
& 079/))]]
¥l IS, Hong 28" . “"—j?

3%

ey Client,

1651
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STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
REGULATED INDUSTRIES COMPLAINTS OFFICE

CONSUMER RESOURCE CENTER
OAHU OFFICE
235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET, 9TH FLOOR
HONOLULU, HI 96813

www.hawaii.gov/decalrico

CONTRACTOR COMPLAINT FORM
Case No.

For Official Use Only

The contractor you complained against will he informed of this complaint to facilitate resoluticn of this matter. Your complaint
may also be referred to mediation, if appropriate. This complaint will not be processed unless this form is complete, legible,
Signed, dated and includes coples of all available evidence,

YOUR NAME
% . (Last) (First) (Middle)
C  Ms. Boyd William Eric
C Mrs.
Address; Telephone number where you may be contacted (8:00am-4:30pm):
Connections Public Charter School 808-895-6857
174 Kamehameha Avenue
Hilo, Mawial 96720 Residence Number;
% Business Number: 808-961-3664
NAME OF CONTRACTOR YOUR COMPLAINT IS AGAINST
Name: John Gonsalves- On The Line Fencing
Address: Phone Number: 808-982-6074
Post Office Box 1810
Keaau, Hawaii 96749 License Number: LIC #C=30989
Name of petson you dealt with; John Gonsalves

1. Have you contacted the contracior to try and resolve your complaint?

If you have not dore so, please attempt to resolve your complaint with the contractor before you file this complaint

[J Unable to contact the contractor.

Yes (Please tell us what happened. Include names of persons contacted and dates of contact.)

1. Spoke with J. Gonsalves regarding work not done to standards.
2. Letter to J, Gonsalves

CLB-01 revised 5241 : 1 0 5 3




PROJECT INFORMATION

2. OWNER OF CONSTRUCTION SITE 3. CONSTRUCTION SITE ADDRESS: slraet and number

State of Hawail leased to Connections Charter School Edita Street

ADDRESS: PHONE CITY7ZIP PHONE
Hilo, Hawaiii

4, Describe briefly the woik Included with the centract:

of turns that will ruin property

Fencing that would only clear a 10-foot wide property perimeter, following survey fine/string with clear instruction not to make all types

5. CONTRAGT DATE 8. AMOUNT 7. AMT PAID ON CONTRACT |8, DATEWORK STARTED  {9. DATE WORK CEASED
5-21-12and 6-12-12 30,000 40,000 on or about lune 25,2012 July 14,2012
10. Why did you choose thls contractor?
{71 Regular Contractor [] Doorto-door Solicitation [}  Advertisement (enclose copy of the ad if possibla)

[ Referred by someone Other {(explain} Request for proposal

1. BRIEFLY STATE YOUR COMPLAINT (Allach a separate sheel If necessary):

The contractor displayed gross negligence, professional incompetence and aciions of willful, wanton, reckless and indifference to
consequences. Contract called of 10-feet or no more than “a blades width.” On average areas cleared with 25-30 feet and In some areas
cleared areas of approximately 150-feet. in addition some areas cleared were on the adjacent landowners property. Photos attached.
ilhere Is evidence of the unlawful cutting and taking of Ohia trees from the Property and evidence of deliberate attempts to cover the
nlawful cutting and taking of Ohia trees. A County of Hawaii Police Report No. #C12018558 has been filed for theft of Ohia trees and
property damage. Because the contractor fail to follow the contract, it was determined by County of Hawail that a grading and grubbing
permit is required and the contractor falled to secure those permits. The County of Hawaii has issued a grading violation to Connections.

12. Is this project a: Residence [} Commercial Building [ ] Other

13. Is this project a: Addition [ ] Repair/Replace ] New Construction New Purchase [ ]
14. Is contract: Wiritten Oral New Home Purchase Agreement [}
15. Are there any change orders? Yes [ ] No

186. is your complaint:  Failure to complete [ ]  Workmanship Other Gross Negligence

17. Building permit obtained by; Contractor ] You [7] Do not know [ ]

18. Who presented the contract? (name): [] Salesperson

[ Do not know

Confractor

Does this contractor have any employzes? Yes If so, how many?
20. Were employees, subcontractors, or materialmen paid? Yes [ No []
21, Are any liens filed on this job? Yes [] By whom?

No [[] Do not know
Do not know
No (] Do not know =~
10




PROJECT INFORMATION

2. OWNER OF CONSTRUCTION SITE 3, CONSTRUCTION SITE ADDRESS: street and number

State of Hawaii leased to Connections Charter Schoal Edita Street

ADDRESS: PHONE CITYiZIP PHONE
Hilo, Hawaiii

4. Describe brisfly the work included with the contract:
Fencing that would only clear a 10-foot wide property perimeter, following survey line/string with clear instruction not to make all types

of turns that will ruin property

5. CONTRACT DATE 6. AMOUNT 7. AMT PAID ON CONTRACT 8. DATE WORK STARTED 9, DATE WORK CEASED
5-21-12 and 6-12-12 80,000 40,000 on or about June 25, 2012 July 14,2012

10. Why did you choose this contractor?

[(] Regular Contractor [0 Doorfo-door Solicitation {T]  Advertisement (enclose i‘.opy of the ad if possible)
(] Referred by someone Other (explain) Request for proposal

11. BRIEFLY STATE YOUR COMPLAINT (Altach a separate shzet if necessary):
The contractor displayed gross negligence, professional incompetence and actions of willful, wanton, reckless and Indifference to

consequences. Contract called of 10-feet or no more than "a blades width.* On average areas cleared with 25-30 feet and In some areas
cleared areas of approximately 150-feet. Photos attached. There is evidence of the unlawful cutting and taking of Ohla trees from the
\Property and evidence of deliberate attempts to cover the unlawful cutting and taking of Ohia trees, A Cou nty of Hawail Police Report
grio. #C12018558 has been flled for theft of Ohia trees and property damage, Because the contractor fail to follow the contract, it was
determined by County of Hawaii that a grading and grubbing permit is required and the contractor failed to secure those permits. The
County of Hawaii has issued a grading violation to Connections.

12. Is this project a: Residence [] Commercial Building [] Other

13. Is this project a; Addition [] Repair/Replace ] New Construction New Purchase ]
14, Is contract: Wiritten ’ Oral New Home Purchase Agreement [7]
18, Are there any change orders? Yes (] No

18. Is your complaint:  Failure to complete [[] Workmanship Other Gross Negligence

17. Building permit obtained by: Contractor [] . You [] Do not know []

18, Who presented the contract? (name): {] Salesperson

[J Do not know
Coniractor

Does this contractor have any employees? Yes If so, how many? No [} Do notknow
20, Were employees, subcontractors, or materialmen paid? Yes [] No [] Do not know

21. Are any liens filed on this job?  Yes ] Bywhom? ' Mo [[] Do not know <1
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Did you obtain an estimate from another contractor to complete or correct the job? Yes [] No []

If yes, please provide name, address, phone number of the contractor and a copy of the estimate.

23, What would resolve your complaint? Please remember that what you want as a resolution may not be within the
jurisdiction of this office.

Return monies pa:d and pay forany fees and fines that are assessed against Connection based on John Gonsalves gross
negligence. Any and all attorney fees and costs associated with this matter,

Please attach complete COPIES of the following documents, if applicable. Do not send originals,
they will not be returned to you.

CONTRACT [[] CHANGE ORDERS
[0 RECEIPTS (1 CANCELED CHECKS (FRONT AND BACK)
CORRESPONDENCE E_] PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

OTHER (PLEASE LIST) Photos, Police Report No,, Grading Violation Letter, llegal Activity Letter

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

A.  RICO cannot direct an unlicensed contractor o C.  RICO cannot represent private citizens in court
complete or correct a project. nor collect any money for you. Please contact an
attorney for advice on filing such an action
B.  In addition to this complaint, you may also file an )
action in civil court. Please get advice from an D. You may be able fo file a claim through the
attorney on filing such a complaint. Recovery Fund, Please contact your attorney for
L details. (Refer to Section 444-26, Hawaii Revised
« If your disputé involves an amount of $5,000 or less, Statures).

you may consider filing a claim in Small Claims Court

If you believe this complaint involves issues particularly affecting the elderly, please check here. ]

The information contained in this form is true, correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | understand that RICO is
unable to represent private parties in court.

Date;
. f. B/ A
Please submit this form w@h—}our &.(; @L\a&b failure to do so may delay the processing of your complaint).

THANK YOU FOR ASSISTING QUR EFFORTS TO REVIEW YOUR COMPLAINT

This printed material can be made available for individuals with special
needs in brailié large print or udio tape. Please submit your request tn
the Complaints & Enforcement Officer at 586-2666. 1056
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. I:} LICH C-30989
& PROPOSAL/CONTRACT rage 1

. ®POBox 1810 : Hilo: John Gonsalves

¥ Keazu, Hi 96749 : Pone:808-854-0213
& .

e

¥ Phone Number:808-082-6074 Kona: Scoft Muller

-- ket Fax Number;982-6100 . Phone:808-854-7184
K<

8

- e {6-12-12}

o |

t.*Customex: Information: ) Job Information:

’d( EXTRA CHARGE TO SUB CONTRACT CNE excavation per Donald soars’ and Chadwick soars')

s {kaumana edit a street Hilo hi)

= rd0On The Line Fencing proposes tao sub contract CNB Excavation to bulldoze at kaumana
‘(charter school entire fence line so that Otlf can access there vehicles and also smooth
sout were needed s¢ fence will be more efficient and not so groundy . also they will neot
charge more then $10.000.00.to complete all sides and back of property were Otlf says
““““ need to be cleared this bulldozing is being done 50 that Otlf can drive all trucks and
- #machine to erect fence 1i ines -=* 4
: : S e not be liable if it
- QOIS U Ve YOS oL Lowi nd pins they have provid

PRSI

< 1 i and ApProve Job. P
" M{OTLE WILL PAY c n b AND TAKE CARE OF ALL PAYMENTS NEEDED WITH THEM A DEPOSIT HAS BEEN
.’.‘PAYED TO THEM TO START OF $5.000.00 AND BALANCE WHEN T BAY THEY ARE DONE AND I APFORVE
1/
IT.

_ ,,.( Approved & Accepted for CUSTOMER

:‘:Contract Amount: $(10.000.00)
&

::.: HATLFDOWN { $5000.00 ) Accepted for On The Line Fencing:
g -’
. ¥Barance ( $5000.00 ) . . T

—_

"“‘ . ‘Date: { ‘2-- /3-’} [

TERMS & CONDITIONS Page Z
\

)i{Dn The Linz Tencing sgzzas tc guarsnice zbeve fence to be fres from defects in werlmanship for one year. Any dafset in
Yatworkmanship will be repairad st On The Lins Fenclng's 2upense durlng thst pericd. Wasrantlss de nss 2prly T2 any dewage

i.j '
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This -wantrase, Irqluding =.l zivached doosumencs, whish ere in i in kv }“
~z =f che rsrxize. TH

— PROFERTY LiIWEZE: On The Line Feacing shali sdvise the custsmers ss =t ao0s) 2OLInT rEgulstions out respongtbliliz; )‘{
__<:cm1:-l;'in; with szid zegulaticns =2n0d obtzining eny reouirad permics shzll rsst with the custsmer, In The Lina & a Li ,,‘(
.4 ascist the sustomer, upsn regueskt, in dazsmmining whese the &2 itz to ke orectad, buf wnder no cirsumstanos 3 ar. The Lins ‘
.} Fercing assung 2ny respensibility sencerning propsErey ilnes or In 2ny way Juerantes their gourscy. DL propezis !.‘
_F.ﬁains 2arnnce be loceted it is racemmendad thet the suskomer have tns Fromerty farvavzad. )_"1
:‘;.:UTI?_IT‘IES: an Tha 1ine Fencing will sssume the responsibility far hewieg underground pukliic wpilicles o PIMBLIT lsnd "‘
. locat=d and merhed. However, On The Line Fensing =ssumes no resonrsibilicy for wnmarszed spricklsr lipss, :r any otbhsr ).'.(
v ’ unmetiizd kburfed linss or Stjests. The customer will assamz ail limblliey Itr sny damuige czused by o2 ecting On Tre Line Fancing ?.’
Pgtte dig in thz immediate vicirity =3 known atifitias, ) }‘(

) “1. THE HAWSII MECEANIC'S LIEN LEN: “nder Hawali's Machanic'e Zizn Lew, &y Qontrastay, iskorer, supplizr, oT sther person )’(
)".who helps Lo improve ysur propesey but is net pais far his worh =r suepliss, has @ right <o erlforse £ clalin azziner vonr "{
“ wprag-srty. This mesrs that sfter 2 20Ukt hesring vyour property 2apid ka said Ly a sourt sfiizer and the peossads of She seie rat
>, {us-f_-d Te s&zisfy the indsbtadness. This cen happen, aven if you peld your contrsotor in full, i the subssnrractor, laberar, y“
- ) 1c:n: supplizr remalins wnpaid. Te sveid any faars of pessibls ilens =r clziems agalnst your propexby, 30 The Lins Fansing, =t "{
> ‘buyer's raqusst, will provide 2 iien relssss upen final payment sz specifizd in this cont=ace. }‘(
- }.{2. INSPECTIGON OF 50003: The Buyer shall [nspest the joods dmmesizsely upen delivery or whesn picked of &t tre Seller's p’{
yafPtate oi business by the Buyer znd shall within I itws) days of such dalivery ¢y gickup give writben netice vo the Satler of P’(
. "‘any damagad goods cr nnr.confurmanctz &f goods a5 those set forth in the contract, Fsilure to meke such claim within the &
K ‘:tsteﬂ per;?dishall constiz-;_t:e :r_a 1rr=-_=._mc:1;19 a:-:epta:ce. cf the gs3ds zpd an admission that they folly zsomply with 2!l ths :”:
‘ erme, conditidns and sces «ations of tals agreement. ‘
:’13. DELEYS: The seller shall no: bs hzld responsibie for any delsy :r fzilure ¢ peka deliwery, if khis contrast porovides :’:
— }.{fn: da}iv:rf rether than pisk-up of gecds bty the Buyer, 3§ 3)l -r rart =f the merchandise Jus o any osese beyond the ‘

contrzl of €

he Saller P‘(

ra(
— ’.‘“4 EUYER! S SEMEDY: Should Buyer reject the giods f£ir & good cause, the Buysr's scla ramzdy is peclacemant of the aoods snd ;‘:
’_."the 3eller is not liable for incidertal =r coneequentlal damages zs a resuit tharactf. ’.‘
- :is. CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES: If rha Buver sscepts the joods, wittin a reasonsble tine afimr sfhe diszovers cor shauld hzee )%
ratdiscoverad sny braach of warranty, Buyer shell notify the Ssiler of such brsach $n wrizing. The measure of dzmzaes for ary ra
- 1such brewsh shall be the giiferenza at tha tims and plsce of ateaptance betwzen the value of the osods 2acepted and ths ’.’
. ‘ valua bhey woeuld heve hed if they had bear warrsnted. No claim shell bs made for pronimats damages, nsP msys 4nYy Teosvery be )‘1
¥k 24 for incidental or consequentizl damages. The furegoing remedy shall be the azslusive ramzdy £ the Buyer for the 1<}

wrallerty feflure Lo make delivery cr ropudiatian ar for the Buyer's rightful rajactisr of she goadse.

a0 6. INSTRLLATION: Sheuld tha Huyer zlest € have On The Llng Fensirg inskell ths gocds end if furing the ipstallg<isn 4 Thne Line "’

-~ PeRelng encaunters unusesl conditlions such 3s underzround skstru-tians, utilivy compary lines, pipes, unfezgsesn ),.',(
‘ajmpediment or damaged wood {&s 1t deck or rziling irstallsticns-, On Tha Lina Fopszing will inform the waysr and diseansinus ?.’
" ppqinstallsticn untid) such condiiions araz resslved. Pinforseen 4Y unususl oonditizas ace not sevsred ty 9 The Line Fencing n:zmal ),

: P, ‘ir.s_':aua:i:m charjes and will be billed et tne hourly rate ¢f $75.20 per man hour olus any raterizl =nd
. eguipmsht rental fess).

pt

Pat7. ACCESS: Buyer stalt aktain parmission fram adjtinirg rroperty swnsrs f£3ar rassinacls aczess t2 thelr properey during the

%cunstru-‘.‘ti on profect,

A ?"a_ PAYMENT: Unless otherwise exprassly pravided fer in this contrack, the Buyer shall ray the purchass price tc the Zzller
}.(upn:n complation of the joi. Rfter three (3) days the Buyer shaii pay interaest at tha rate of -1% per Enoum on any amount
ppdremsining due if, in the opinion of the Sellsr, the financizl zonditisn of the Buyer warrants such actisk. The Ssiler may
‘1da.=.mand paymers in cash before the deldvery of any parts of the goods, and upsn the fallura by the Buyar to mske suach paymert
@ within ten days after demand in writing, the Sslisr in additisn to all other remadics allowed by law, m2y cancel tha
lglconiract or sell all or part of the undeliverable yiods without astizs, st public er grivate ssle, holding the Buyer
Fpresporcsinle for any déliclency. If the 3eller deems it necsssary to employ an atcarney or collaction agency to collast this
’.“acr::ount, =r any part tharzsf, Buyer agrees o pay attuzl, reasonzhie attornsy 's fees or callectisn sosts.

. ¥ {9. SECURITY TS8TEREST: The Buysr herein grancs to the secured party, the Ssliar hersin, a secuzrity intsrest im “ke goods
. ?‘descri‘ced in the front of thi= contract. A soapy of ths wontrast constitutes a sacurity sgreement =nd mas-oparats as 3
' ):.(fi. <ing statament. - - -

X ‘1{3. BIER'S FIGHT T0 CANZEL: Y-u are enzitled by Yaw oo
”’(midnight =f the third dsy f9xcluding Sundays and holidsys
Ja{mail or fax within the thres-day resclssiop pariod. Specisl
‘{value 2f Lhe contract wiil be applied £ cancellztinsns afrer

!

ek
o ):1 2
‘(CUSTOMER Initial =878

, 2uzluding specizl srdsr items, bzfare

this contract by mstifying On The Line Fancing by
t be zanczlled, B restocking fee of 25% of the
22 d3y rescissicon pegicd.

¥,
L

ALESPERSON Initial -—;//
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William P. Kenoi
Mayor

Warren H, W. Lee
Director

William T. Takaba

. Brandon A. K. Gonzalez
AManaging Direclor

Deputy Director

Vs €§-
County of Fatoai'
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Aupuni Center
101 Pauahi Street, Suife 7 ¢+ Hilo, Hawaii 96720-4224
(808) 961-8321 » Fax (808) 061-8630

August 31, 2012
CERTIFIED MATL

Connection New Century Public Chartei- School
175 Kamehameha Avenue
Hilo, HI 96720

SUBJECT: GRADING VIOLATION
Location: Ponahawai, Kaumana, Hawaii
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-5-006: 141

Our attention has been called to the grading work recently performed on the subject property. A search of
our records shows that neither a grading nor grubbing permit was issued for this work.

The grading work performed in violation of the Hawaii County Code, specifically, Section 10-9(a)(1) which
states no grading shall be commenced or performed without a permit,

You are directed fo cease any further work on the subject property and submit a completed copy of the
enclosed grading permit application within forty-five (45) days of the above date. Three (3) sets of grading
plans shall accompany the application as required by Hawaii County Code. The plans shall include property
lines, location of any features, limits of grading, existing and propased contours, and any drainage patterns.

Approval of the application by the State Historic Preservation Division and the Planning Department are
required prior to approval and issuance of the permit by this department,

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Kelly Gomes, P.E. of the
Engineering Division at (808) 961-8327.

Qo Prme.

s BEN E. [SHI, P.E,

Engineering Division Chief
KG

Enclosure

re TedH 8 Hrane Atharmes o T oous TF -
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Ted H.S. Hong

Attomey at Law C e AR
m, rhplace Law £ 45 By E‘.,-"

ES Ployn;jn; Wo Ifj:u 1; & Litigation Fﬁ-.séfz e W §
ue LI Lee Lo

Planner and Legal ﬂssistan%r October 18: 2012

g}, s n\;} Hawaii County Police Department
ﬁ%a% 349 Kapiolani Street

. ‘f\’&xﬁ Hilo, HI 96720

Connections Charter School
Vandalism - Hate Crime
Police Report No.

2
éﬁéﬁ%ﬁ}‘@& Please be advised that I represent Connections Charter School. My client informs me that

Dear Chief Kubojiri:
N

N ‘I overnight, someone vandalized my client’s property at the Kress Building, My client called the
j o4 police and made a police report.
o
T;—%“”i}a}a The vandalism was particularly upsetting to many students, parents and staff who came to school
hﬁﬁ\&%ﬁ this moming. The vandalism was directed at my client’s students, parents and staff and this
’@Q\j&\e'ﬁ incident needs to be taken seriously. [have enclosed copies of pictures of vandalism for your

i

= < reference.

7773 Given the demographics of the school's student bedy, this act of vandalism borders on being a
202 “Hate Crime” as defined by Section 846-51, Hawaii Revised Statutes:

"Hate crime" means any criminal act in which the perpetrator intentionally
selected a victim, or in the case of 2 property crime, the property that was the
object of a crime, because of hostility toward the actual or perceived race,
religion, disability, ethnicity, national origin, gender identity or expression, or
sexual orientation of any person. (Emphasis added)

7 j' The purpose of this letter is to respecifully request that this incident of vandalism be taken

;3/; %55 seriously with the understanding that this may develop into a “Hate Crime” violation. I suspect
%ﬁ%% that this is enly the beginning of a series of criminal acts targeting the school, its students and
%‘*@@j—?ﬁél staff. I don’t need to tell you that this vandalism was designed to intimidate and bully school
%ﬁ’ ‘@%; aged children and this criminal misconduct should not be tolerated.

27> ] want to emphasize that many parents regard this act as an attack against their children and this
gﬁgw@d act has gotten many parents upset. If the Police Department fails to act in a prompt and

.sﬁ-

2

w& ! responsive manmer, I am concerned that things may get out of hand and in a misguided act of

= }’. ) Q'\..', . . [l - H
; defending their child, a parent or staff member may strike out against someone, even though that

a person may justifiably deserve it. But that is a lose-lose situation and something that my client’s

% students, parents and staff have been cautioned against. Failure to take this event seriously will

== only result
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Letter to Chief Kubojiri
October 18, 2012
Page 2.

ik in an unnecessary escalation of hostile and criminal acts.

I know you share our concern and our expectation that this criminal act and fature criminal acts
3 against my client will be professionally handled and addressed promptly.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation in this matter.

ﬁ; Respectiully,

o )

'@'--7"!}""}? / / .
R LY -
y%ﬁ.-' ,‘!ﬁ[l"%\ /yﬂ / ,

Heieoi Ted H. S. Hong

5 Bncl.

ce:  Hawaii County Police Commission
The Hon. David M. Louie, Esq.
Attomey General, State of Hawaii
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Pacific Basin — Hawai‘i Island Phone: 808.351.9560
900 Kumukoea Street www.pacificlegacy.com
Hilo, I 96720

Histosic

Preservatinn EW

The Katimana Lava Tube Complex

This letter report has been prepared by Pacific Legacy Inc. to address the question of whether a
dry well located along Fdita Street may connect with the Kafimana lava tube complex.

Kafimana Caves
"~ The principle entrance to the Kafimana lava tube complex is located across Kaimana Drive to
the west of the Connections Charter School Katimana property’s upper parcel. This opening is
situated within Kaiimana Caves County Park. From here, the Kafimana lava tube runs both
- mauka (upslope) and makai (down slope). The makai section crosses Kafimana Drive and passes
under the Charter School’s upper parcel (Figure 1), It runs down the length of the upper parcel
and exits the property at Edita Street. A map of Ka@imana Cave prepared in 1953 by the Hilo
Lions Club (Stone 1992:3) shows the lava tube extending for approximately half a mile beyond
this point. During the construction of Edita Street, however, the section of the tube located
beneath the street was collapsed, sealing off the lower portion of the tube. At present this lower
section of Katimana Cave is not accessible. By overlaying the 1953 Lions Club survey map of
the Java tube onto a map of the area’s surface property boundaries, Wil Chee Planning has
projected that the lower section of the tube passes under the northern corner of the Charter
School’s lower parcel (Figure 1).

The present makai opening to Kattmana Cave is located along the southwestern edge of Edita
Street. This opening has been barred to prevent access, and a culvert has been dug io divert
flood waters flowing out of the cave from crossing Edita Street. This cement lined culvert runs
southeast along the mauka side of Edita Street. It ends at a dry well near the southeastern edge
of the Connections Charter School’s upper parcel. It has been suggested that this dry well
connects directly to Kafimana Cave and should be considered part of the cave complex.

As part of their archacological inspection of the Connections Charter School Kafimana property,
Pacific Legacy archaeologists walked the length of Kaitmana Cave from its entrance in the
County Park to its exist at Edita Street. All side tubes were investigated. No side tube was
found that extended in the direction of the dry well or connected to it. A detailed map of the
cave drafted in 1993-96 by the Hawai'i Speleclogical Survey also shows no side branches
extending in that direction (Figure 2).

The Dry Well at Edita Street

During times of heavy rainfall, water is known to flow through Katimana Cave. Dr. Fred Stone
who prepared a report on. the cave in 1992 as part of the Puainako Road Extension
Environmental Impact Study indicated that, ”According to residents across the road from this
entrance [the Edita Street entrance to the tube], during heavy rains in the mid-1970s, Kaiimana
Cave flooded and water gushed from the cave and covered Edita Street” (Stone 1992:5). It was
for this reason that the diversion culvert was constructed.

W

Pacific Basin - Q“ahu Business Office Bay Axcea Sierra/Central Lancaster
30 Aulike Street, Suite. 301 2641 Hwy 4 900 Modoc Steeet 4919 Windplay Drive, Suite 4 44702 10 Street West
Kailoa, HI 96734 PO Box 6050 Beckeley, CA 94707 El Dorada Hills, CA 95762 Tzncaster, CA 92334
808.243,4800 Phone Amold, CA 95223 510.524.39%1 Phone 530.677.9713 Phone 641.729.9355 Phone
808,263.4300 Fax 289.795.4481 Phone 510.524.4419 Fax FA0.677.9762 Bax 461,729.9417 Fax
209.795.1067 Pax
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In more recent conversations with local residents, Pacific Legacy was told that during times of
heavy rainfall, water flowing out of the cave will be channeled along the culvert and into the
dry well along Edita Street. If the rain persists, the dry well will gradually fill up with water
and eventually overflow. This would indicate that the dry well (whose entrance probably feeds
into a section of lava tube) is a self contained unit that does not conmect with a largertube
complex such as Kaiumana Cave. If it did connect with Kafimana Cave, somewhere further
makai, then the floodwaters wonld not fill up the well and overflow, but would be drained
away.

The overflow water from the dry well is channeled under the road and empties out in a shallow
depressed area on the mukai side of the Edita Street. This area is located outside the
Connections Charter School property. Also outside, but near the property is the opening to a
small lava tube. During the archaeological inspection. of the school property, Pacific Legacy
archaeologists entered this tube and traced it for a short distance, The tube was found to run
takai, away from the school property, and did not appear connected to the Kaimana Cave.
During periodic flooding, water from the overflowing dry well that finds its way across Edita
Street often flows down into this tube. The dry well and this lava tube likely represent small
sections of tubes that originally flowed parallel to the larger Ka@imana Cave tube complex, Itis
not unusual inlava flows of this kind to encounter several parallel lava tubes all oriented along
the line of the flow.

It would appear from the evidence presented above that the dry well located along Edita Road
is not directly connected to the Katimana Cave and does not form part of that lava tube
complex.

REFERENCES

Halliday, William R.

1997 The Hilo Lions Ciub 1953 Ka#imana Cave Expedition. Report 97-02, Hawai'i
Speleclogical Survey of the National Speleological Society. Typescript in the University
of Hawai‘i Hilo Library.

Stone, Fred D.
1992 Puainako Road Extension Envirorunental Iimpact Study: Katimnana Cave.
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Figure 1. Map of the Kaiimana lava tube showing its z:elationship to the surface property

boundaries {prepared by Wil Chee Planning from existing sources, including both the 1953
Lions Club survey and a 1992 Hawai‘i County survey of the lava tube).
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Sarah Stevens

c/o Connections High School )
174 Kamehameha Ave, Rt T T L
Hilo, HI 96720 o

November 2, 2012

Y L 1A [ AL T v
!'{_,6{{1".‘ ) ﬁ“.t‘.--a: IRV
LTI B R

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni St.
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,

I am a student at Connections High Scheol. In this letter I would like to discuss the problems that our
beloved high school is facing at our current location and facilities. I would like to share with you just
how the new campus in Kaumana will benefit our school and fisture students, I would like to share my
ideas on just how Connections will be a good neighbor and benefit the community around it. I'm deeply
concerned with my school and hope you will listen to my letter in hopes to help my school.

The problem my school has been facing for so long is the location. We are located at Nani Mau
Gardens yet it's not the best facilities or location for a school. All last year tourists have tours right in
the middle of our school disturbing our learning environment. The buildings we are currently located at
(for CPCS high school students) are broken down. The building used bé a salon originally but ended up
being our school. The walls are patched with odd colors, walls are crumbling down, and there are
random sinks and mirrors everywhere. There is hardly enough space for students to learn. The school
has to pay a high rent just to stay in this unsuitable learning environment.

Due to our school’s conditions we sought for a larger campus for our future students, We found the
perfect place to build a bigger, more efficient campus in Kaumana, It had less rent and more space. We
could build more educational environment for the students, such as a gym field and playground, We
couldn't build these things at our old campus, Connections would be an exceptional neighbor to the
Kaumana community. The community, if they chose to, could send their students to a closer and safer
schoo] compared to other schools. The school would be nearby their homes if there were an emergency
or just some other need for them to go home. Please help Connections move to Kaumana.

Sincerely,

Bovah v &darrerse

Sarah Stevens

SCANNED
HO 85T
By: 8544 2




CLENT

Loretta & Jason Okamoto i ’
HCR 2 Box 6040 97 -7 B3 36
Keaau, Hl 96749

‘November 2, 2012

Connectlons Public Charter School
174 Kamehameha Avenue
Hilo, HI 96720

County of Hawali Planning Department
Planning Commission Committee

Aupuni Center, 101 Pauaht Straet, Suite 3
Hilo, HI 96720

Ta Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to you in support of Connections Public Charter School Kaumana Project; we
humbly ask that you show your support and approve our educational building project in
Kaumana so that we can bulld a permanent foundation for our students. Qur wish is to create a
school for the community by setting a firm foundation and learning environment where
students can voice thelr own opinions to help fusther their own education.

We are parents of two children, ages 10 and 12 who have been attending Connections Public
Charter School for the last 3 years. We have been extremely happy with their staff and
cuiriculum. Both cur children have Type 1 diabetes and the staff at Connections Public Charter
School has been extremely supportive In assisting with their diabetes management over the last
3 years,

We ask you for your support and approval to move forward with the Connections Public
Charter School Kaumana Project; it will benefit the entire community of Hilo.

Sincerely,
OQ oatte. Ollanal
6m Dl

Loretta & Jason Okamoto

(SCANNED

By:
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Callege of Education
Office of the Dean

November 2, 2012

Mr. John Thaicher
Connections Publc Charter School
Hilo, HI

Dear Mr. Thatcher;

Thank you for informing us of your intent to submit 2 proposal to the Windward Planning
Commission for a special use permit to build a new campus for Connections School in Kaumana,
On behalf of the College of Education at UH Manoa I want to state that we fully support this
major development and I believe it is a good next step for you and Conaections Public Charter
School to pursue.

Ours has been a long-standing relationship as you and your faculty have pursued education
excellence, Under our existing Memorandum of Agreement supporting our collaboration on
curriculum development, professional development, and educational research we have
accomplished much over the past 15 years. Your successful implementation of the CRDG-
developed programs provide the foundation for the next generation curriculum efforts, Further, 1
believe there is a place in your proposed work to consider the Makery in designing and
engineering systems that would focus on farm-to-scheol technologies, ineluding designing and
building greenhouses, efficient gardens, aquaponic systems, etc. Engaging students in these
engineering projects will further their education in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) fields that will contribute to preparing college and career ready graduates,
The proposed site at Kaumana will serve as a model of twenty-first century education.

Our Cursiculum Research & Development Group (CRDG) stands ready to assist in any facility and
curriculum design and development that might be required as described in onr MOA with Connections
School. And our College of Education faculty would welcome this opportunity to support your
developing plans. As you know, the CRDG, including its associated K--12 University Laboratory School,
is an organized rescarch umit established in 1966 whose mission is creatin , evaluaiing, disseminating,
and supporting quality educational programs for all stadents and teachers, preschool through grade 12.
We pledge our support and assistance as you move forward with the Kanmana plans and we urge the
Windward Planning Commission to favorably consider your applicstion for special permit use.

i?m/ﬁ

Donald B. Young, De

1776 Unliversity Avenue
Everly Half, Room 128
Horoluly, Hawai'i 96822
Fax: {04) 956-3104

SC A NN ED } An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution
i
§

R OB
@:u@ig%4
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Joan Derbyshire
7 ey -7 P O3 36 27 Elm Drive
Hilo, Hi. 96720

November 2, 2012

RE: Testimony for Connections Public Charter School

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in support of the above referenced school’s planned
campus in the Kaumana area. Thirteen years ago, my children went to the
Kress Building daily to be taught by this dedicated community of staff and
teachers. My children found a home in this commamity and, although the
high school lasted only a year at that time because of space, my older child
refused to go back to DOE public schools.

For the past several years, the high school and elementary and middle
schools of Connections has been divided. This is not an optimal situation for
a small school. The advantages of having older students modeling for the
younger ones is invaluable and the hope of having a united campus has kept
that High School dream alive.

Connections has persevered through funding malfeasance, including
less per pupil allotment money for their students ( less than the Department
of Education gives non-charter schools), no facilities funding and less
support for students in the way of sports or extracurricular activities. Yet,
Connections continues to offer viable alternative education to those in need
of something different.

Give these folks a break. They have more than paid their dues in this
system and deserve to follow through on this dream of a sustainable, green
campus that will serve the entire community of the Big Island.

Joan Derbyshire L[\
&%p 7 SCAN
' |t is |
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Thomas Mooney
25 Aununi St,
Hilo FI 96720
November 2, 2012

Dear Windward Plarming Commission.

[ am student at Connections High School. My name is Thomas Mooney. A problem we are facing at
Connections High School is our main building is at Kress, which is located in downtown Hilo right next
to the ocean. This is a problem because if there was a tsunami (which could happen as we just had a
tsunami warning this past week) then the building would most likely be totally destroyed. But if we move
to Kaumana this will not be a issue since we are in Kaumana, : o

Connec :ions PCS will be a good neighbor in Kaumana by first going green. We are planning on building
environment friendly buildings and running our energy on solar panels which we never had here at this
Connections campus. Another way Connections will help the community and be a good neighbor is by
spreading positive messages around the community such as a ‘drug free’ school and 'no littering,' These
ate two of the many ways we will be a good neighbor.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

T e Mhect)

Thomas Mooney

SCANNED

0¥ 5.8 7017 ]
BY:ME_@ ;
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning "Ohane

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,

Connections Public Charter School does not like bullying, Connections is a school that is an
ohana. We help people, not hurt people. Connections helps people when they are mad or sad. If you
are getting bullied, we will stop the bullying and give you mediation when there is a big problem. We
are a bully free school, and we stop bullying. We are an anfi-bullying school.

Connections loves fo give kids the teaching they need so they leamn best. Connections is a
school of choice. We do not want to force you to come to this school. If yon come to Connections,
you-should not be sad because we all are friends in this school. We all know the kids because this
school is an ohana.

Copnections is an ohana because we all are a second family. We all work together and we play
together and we eat lunch together. Connections is a big ohana, but we have two different campuses,
one at Nani Mau and one at the Kress building. The Kress building has three floors. The first floor has
kindergarten through sixth grade, the second floor has seventh grade through eighth grade, and the third
floor is where the principal and all the administration are. The high school is all the way at Nani Mau.
We really want to be together on one campus.

Connections is the best school in the world. Please help us build Connections in Kaumana.

Sincerely,
Ttk Scargpiot

Trent Saragosa

Sixth Grade SCANNED

ay 082754
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Connections Public Charter School

A Communiily, Business & Education Learning "Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commss1on
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo Hawaii 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

What happens to my feelings when these people say things like, “No Connections” is that it makes
me really mad. Why would they assume that the students fromm Connections would harm their homes?
They are the ones who put stickers all over our school saying, “No Connections in Kaunana.” All of
our students are hard workers; and I don't think that they would waant to miss important things in thejr
classes.

The thing about our school is that they are positive about us. We help each other if we need help.
When someone is hurt, everybody goes to help that person because we want our community to be safe.
Our school is very fiiendly, too, because we don't bully. Every time someone is new, we help them out
and show them around if they don't know their way. That’s an important rule for students, which is be
friendly to each other,

Another thing about our school is that we don’t allow bullying of any kind, We have an anti-bullying
program. Cyber-bullying, physical bullying and all other kinds of bullying are not allowed in this
school because we waiit to keep our school safe. We don’t want other people ta hurt one another so we
do not allow bullying in this school.

The last positive fact about our school is that our students never disrespect any one, elders or each
other. If a teacher or staff member asks one of the students to do something, they do it instead of just

crying or arguing.

This is why our school is a good school, why they shouldn't hate us, and why they should stop
bullying us.

Sincerely,
Falaniko Kaleo Ramos .
Sixth Grade SCANNED

o, B2
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Connections Public Charfer School

A Commmunity, Business & Education Leamr";zg ‘Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Member,

I really feel upset about the people that are protesting because the Connections School is a huge
ohana to me.

This school is a very green school because we help out the aina by recycling everything we’re not
using. For example, we take extra wood up to the Makery, so that we can make gifts for love ones,
Students are making doll houses, 3-D blocks, and other things. '

When we have a hard time, like peer trouble, we call our peer mediation team. It’s when you
have two people mediate, one takes notes and the other asks questions. Sometimes a person hands out
five cards to everyone who is in the mediation. Then when they speak, they hold up one card. They put
it down when they're done speaking. We have less bullying than other schools. We have fewer fights
than, other schools. :

We also get to do hands-on things like science fair and project-based learning in social studies.
We work with friends. When we don't know something and we need help, every one contributes to help
that person who is struggling.

Connections has fun things, like for Halloween we had a Halloween party at the Kress Building.
We had a beach clean-up and fun field trips to the UH for a play. It was about courage. We get to go to
the park and the theater because it is really close to us. We can just walk there, The scary thing is that
we are in 4 tsunami zone.

I think that it will be a great opportunity if you will help and let us build our school in Kaumana
so that every child that goes to Connections can have a safer place to learn and play.

Sincerely, 7 .
Lg”ﬂmw Mol SCANNED |
. it

eilehua Pakele By: 23 3
Sixth Grade
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning "Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, B 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission members:

I am angry because the residents of Kaumana are protesting the building of
Connections Public Charter School in Kaumana. They do not know what or how we
learn! When I fixst came to this school, I was shy. With a little help, I made friends and
was not scared to share my work. I chose this school and I’'m glad I did. So, shame on
them for judging us before they have seen what we learn and how we learn.

Sincerely,

Mdeenzie Baronu-\ﬁa\oonei

MacKenzie Barona-Kahoonei
Sixth Grade

SCANNED
oY 15
| 2082185
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning ‘Chana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

. Dear Windward Planning Commission,

I feel mad about the protesters opposing our school because I've been Connection
for six years, and I know this school will not do anything bad. The protesters are wrong
about Connections, We just want a school in Kaumana to avoid being in the tsunami
zone and to learn about agricultural things.

% Connections is a caring environment because students and staff helps each other
) to succeed and to learn. Our school has an anti-bullying program which teaches kids not
to bully each other. We have peer mediators and counselors to help out kids with their
feelings and to stop bullying. Students have amazing teachers who teach and care for
them; this school is an QOHANA,

Connections has a lot of opportunities, like sixth-graders having ukulele classes
with Uncle Cyril Pahinui, an ukulele legend, every Tuesday. Students also go to a lot of
fun field trips. Students also have opportunities, like middle school students can choose
makery class for their elective. Other opportunities like electing a class president and
forming committees makes the school more fun.

So therefore, please support us in building a new campus in Kaumana.
Connections Public Charter School should have chance to build a new school so all
grades can be on one campus. Help us succeed through this challenging time. Thank
you for listening to my letter

Sincerely .
[AS"‘C' ANNEL Mercin M
(1% LyBel Marcin Enoch
{ ﬁy-ﬂ 5 %i% Sixth Grade
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Connections Public Charte;:School

A Cominunity, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Friday, Novermber 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

Connections Public Charter School wants to move to the Kaumana campus because we want to be
able to do agriculture-related projects. Connections wants to be able 1o walk on our own property
without having to walk around people that we do not know in downtown Hilo. Connections wants to be
able to run around and not be crowded in one big building.

QOur ohana wants to be together, and not have the elementary and the middle school students in Hilo
and the high school at Nani Mau Gardens. I think Connections Public Charter School is great because
they give us great education, fun activities, and other opportunities.

This school has great opportunities like having Cyril Pahinui, son of Gabby Pahinui, come and
teach us every Tuesday for the sixth- graders and middie school.

Connections Public Charter School takes care of all of us in the school, so please say yes so we can
move to Kaumana,

Sincerely,
Naomi Burt
Sixth Grade
SCANNED: -
N
| By: % §522% 0
—— T
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning "Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

I really do not like how the protesters are putting up signs on the side of the road in their neighborhood,
in town, and on the Kress building, That is vandalism to the school and that is illegal.,

I think Connections Public Charter School is a great school because it has great opportunities like having
Unecle Cyril Pahinui, son of Gabby Pahinui, come to this school every Tuesday to teach and play ukulele with the
sixth grade and middle school. He also teaches steel guitar to the high school students.

The good thing about Connections Public Charter School is that you can siay with your friends all year
and sometimes for multiple years. Connections is a school of choice; children choose to come to this school. A
lot of children are in Connections Public Charter School, so that must mean this is a good charter school.,

The best thing about this school is that it is a bullying-free zone, or anti-bullying charter school.
The peer mediators always help you out if you have a problem. This helps students understand how te confrol
their actions. They can continue with their learning, and they don’t distract their peers.
Thank you for reading this lefter and please support Connections Public Charter School.
Sincerely,
Kyrin Young
Sixth Grade

SCANNED

BV 15 2012
By: 082119
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Eearning “Ohana
Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni St.
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

Connections is a great school, and I do not know why people bully it for @ing to move to Kaumana.
This school is really great, and when people bully, jt makes me really mad and sad. Connections is really neat.
So those who comment about our school should at least come in here and visit us.

Connections is my favorite school, and it makes learning fun. Instead of using textbooks all the time,
which is really boring, we have awesome projects like science fair and PBL (project-based-learning).
A Connections also takes care of us when we are in need, and if you have a problem you can always talk o the
¥ teachers, counselors and friends. Some of us have been here longer than others, and we still stick together
throughout the years. When someone else new comes to school we always make them feel comfortable.

Connections has provided us with fun, educational and interesting opportunities. Some of the
opportunities involve traveling to different states, countries and cites. They have also provided us with a
famous musician, Cyril Pahinui, to teach us. He is an excellent ukulele player.

The opportunity to move to Kaumana would be great, especially since hexe we are right next to the
acean. Tsunamis could come and destzoy our school, so if we move to Kaumana we will be at higher ground
during a tsunami.

Connections has put a lot into our anti-bullying program to help stop bullying around our school.
Moving to Kaumana will give us more quality education. Our school will have more space and an actual
playground for children to play on. We will also have dorms for exchange students. Connections has planned
to have an educational garden and other cool activities.

The signs in Kaumana that say “No Connections in Kaumana™ are putting a bad reputation on this
school. This school is my life, so please think about it.

Sincerely,

(lkﬁtMMUAfﬂ{ﬂLnﬂu, .

Arcturus Kainaltu Yrondi SCANNED
cturus u Yrondi

Sixth Grade By: %UVSJQSiZBiZ 8 ]
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Connections Publzc Charter School

A Community, Business & Educatian Learning "Ohana
Friday, November 2,;2‘0 12

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members:

I feel a little uncomfortable with the people who are putting up the signs and stickers that say
*“No Connections in Kaumana.” Little kids come to this school and see those signs, and they take it to
heart. They do not know what they did wrong; they just want to come here and have a fun time
learning.

1 love learning here especially with Cyril Pabinuhi, Gabby Pahinuhi's son, on Tuesdays. Itis
_ very fun, we learn new songs, we get to be taught by a celebrity, and most of all we have great time.
" Another way we have fun is our activities.

We have a Leadership Committee. Our Leadership Committee works hard to give us fun
activities such as: Spirit Week, Halloween party, etc. The Leadership Committee does not cut info our
class time; we have our meeting while eating our Innch in the afternoon. -

Our lunches are delicious. Our cafeteria worker does a fantastic job at giving us the best
lunches. Sometimes they let the students help out, and, yes, we wash our hands and put on gloves.

So please let Connections move to Kaumana because here tsunamis can get us, and if we move
there, there will be more space to play at recess. We also can have more space to do agricultural stuff.
Thank you for reading this.

Sincerely,

ez Oum

Alec Owen
Sixth Grade

SCANNEDj
by U821H7 |
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana
Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

The group of people who are protesting against Connection Public Chatter
School’s move up to Kaumana does not understand the good things about this school.

1 like this school because it has a pood learning system like: project-based
leaming which makes learning come to life, Caught’ya, which is an interactive grammar
learning system, and Cyril Pahinui who teaches ukulele and is a famous musical artist. I
also like this school because I used to have anger problems. Then peer mediators helped
me with that, and now I do not have tempers any more. I like how this school has an antj-
bullying program because then the people are really nice, and there’s not as much gossip
going on.

I think we should move up to Kaumana so we can have more agriculture, more
land, a play ground, be out of the tsunami zone, and have all the grades on one campus.

Please support our school, Windward Planning Commission Members, so we can
move up o the Kawmana campus.

Sincerely,
Somud o embima
Sam F. Jenkins
Sixth Grade
SCANNED |,
OV 15 2012
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning ‘Ohana

]

Friday, November 2,2012  .*

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,

Our school is currently separated in two campuses. The elementary and middle schools are in
the Kxess Building, and the high school is at the Nani Mau Gardens. I think that building a new school
for Connections is a great idea for three reasons.

One, Connections students would be able to have deeper friendships at a bigger school made for
all students. Everyone will be on one campus. Students will be with older and younger siblings,
Being split on two campuses is like splitting up a family. Having ¢lementary, middle, and high school
all on one campus will be like putting a family back together.

Second, Connections would have a lot of new educational opportunities like an agriculture
program and an intergenerational center where kids could leam how to take care of eldexly people and
pre-school children. The intergenerational center could prepare students for careers or for when they
have to take care of their elderly relatives.

Third, Connections would be safer in Kaumana because there would not be the tsunami threat.
If there is a tsunami waming, we need to evacuate within five minutes. Parents could also send their
kids to school without having to worry about their children.

Thank you for reading my letter, and I hope you will let Connections' new school campus be
built.

Sincerely,
Loy, Sarroganyy

Isobelle Tempany
Sixth Grade SCANNED

5y, 08385
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning "Ohana
Friday, November 2;:2012 -

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members:

The people talking negatively about Connections PCS are making me feel sad. Tt hurts me that
they have put up signs saying, “No Connections in Kaumana.” I do not understand why people do not
want Connections in Kaumana.

I love this school in many ways; the classes have twenty to twenty-eight kids in each class. In the
classes, we get close to each other by being with the same people for years. You can get close to the
teachers because you stay in their class for three years, In Connections you can go up and show the class
your work even though you need help because the class will work together to make sure you understand

it.

" The learning program in Connections is great. We have this math program called Measure-up
where you learn the problem really deep by analyzing it instead of doing a bunch of the problems and
learning it on a “surface™ level. We visuvalize what we are doing not just memorize a formula. We do
project-based learning where we do a project on a social studjes or science topic. The grammar program
in my class is called “Caught Ya!” It is a story, and every day you get part of the story that you have to
correct.

The anti-bullying program that Connections has is very great. The teachers and other staff
members make sure nobody is getling bullied, and if someone is getting bullied, the teachers try to fix it
right away. We have peer mediators that help solve some problems that people have, too.

There are a lot of new possibilities that Connections would get if we were able to move to
Kaumana. The teachers could teach agriculture to the kids. There would be chances for kids to learn how
to take care of pre-school kids or the elderly because there would be an intergenerational center for them
to stay at. We would be able to have a field to play in so the kids could get more exercise.

So I ask you, please let Connections move to Kaumana, Thank you for reading my letter.

t Sincerely,
SCANNED |
Comml ey |2
Sixth Grade By: 082114

1119



PLANNING DEPARTMENT
COUNTY oF Hawan

2017 KoY -8 PR

P

Connections Public Charter:School

A Community, Business & Education Learning ‘O'Iiiq'if_:

Friday, November2,2012 ~ £:,

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hi 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members:

The Kaumana neighborhood has been campaigning against our school for some
time now. They think that we are going to disturb their houses or the natural sights
around their houses.

I know that if we were to move to a bigger campus we couid grow back the trees
that were chopped down during the fencing company accident, one day at a time.

I’ve only been in Connections for a few years and already taken a partienlar Jiking
to the kids, teachers, and the education the teachers provide. I went to multiple schools
before this one. I did not feel at place until I found Connections. The reason why I feel
at place or feel like I fit in, in Connections, is because the people here do not just educate
you, they support you no matter what disability you have or social problem you have.

Connections Public Charter School is a family, a family of people who will not
steal from houses or disturb property as accused. I believe that if we were to move to
Kaumana we could offer more to the students, such as greater opporiunities. So please
don’t reject us, sapport us.

Sincerely,
S?:na Short
Sixth Grade SCANNED
N &
gy 0827 o
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Connections Public Charter School

A Communiiy, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
. 25 Aupuni Street
Hilo HI, 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission members,
You see, I feel really upset and insulted by the signs being put up about our school

saying, “No Connections in Kaumana.” I come to this school, and I choose to be here, The
stickers {and signs) make me feel like I got slapped in the face.

I think it is worth it to come to Connections PCS because the students can have deep
friendships, get to know their teachers, and are rarely bullied.

If the school moves to Kammana the students will be good neighbors. The students will
not bother the people who live in Kaumana, The students will not go and vandalize houses.

The students will be able to do agriculture. The school should move to Kaumana becanse
the school is in the tsunami zone.

I learn better here at Connections PCS because of Project-Based Learning (PBL). The
students do cool things such as: dissecting owl pellets, plays, Science Fair, and ukulele with
Cyril Pahinui. The students do PBL because that is how we learn best. Connections is a school
of choice. This gets the students engaged in learning.

Well, that is it for me. I hope you read this letter and take it sexiously.

Sincerely,
W Lt

Naomi Lemieux

Sixth Grade SCANNED

N0V 15 72012
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Léarning “Ohana
Friday, November 2, 2012°

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni St.
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,

I believe that most of the signs and negative things going on about Connections are junk. The
signs personally hurt me because it's like they are insulting my family. They are not only insulting my
family, but also my friends. The signs are saying “No Connections in Kaumana” and that's like saying
“No Connections Having a School.” If we don't get the new campus, then our school won't really be an
actual school. It will just be a “temporary campus” forever.

I think that if we could agree on a plan that would work for everyone, then it would be a much
happier environment. We could both go about our daily lives in peace. If we built an entrance off
Puainako, then there wouldn't be as much traffie, If there are any other problems, then let us know and
we can try and find a solution.

I think that this school should be built because our school has positive intentions, and it will
provide new opportunities, for me and my peers, that will be exciting. It will give us a good education
that we can use when we are done with college. It will provide new science and Torestry programs as
well as playing fields for sports.

There's no reason why the kids who live in Kaumana can't come to our school. In fact, they
would be more than welcome in our school. Anybody is welcome in our school.

So, please allow us to build our school in Kaumana,
Sincerely,

Noah Siderhurst
Sixth Grade
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Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni 8t.
Hilo, Hi 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

You may know about the protest against Connections in Kaumana. I think that the opposition
against our school is misled. They are saying negative things about our school that are not true. I am
agitated and annoyed.

When I came to Connections 1 loved it right away. The staff, the teachers, and the students are
so welcoming and nice. I made friends right away and did not get bullied at all. ‘We are like a family.

The learning is great and deep at Connections. We believe in “project-based learning” which is
Jearning not in textbooks but in projects that are fun and engaging. We learn better this way because
we are not bored, and the leamning is not dull like just reading from textbooks. Our math program is
different too. We learn to visualize things like fractions by using diagrams and models, and then we
learn formulas and equations. This way we get a better understanding of things.

Here at Connections we have many great opportunities. Every Tuesday we go to music class
with Cyril Pahinui, the famous musician. Twice a year we walk to Hilo Bay to do a beach cleanup in
which we pick up all the trash. These are only some of the great opportunities Connections has.

I truly hope you support Connections. We are a great school so please help us.

Sincerely, m

Dakota Kalvaitis
Sixth Grade
SCANNED
My isam
By: 082110
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012 o

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission members:

I am a Connections Public Charter School student, and I have been going to this school since
kindergarten. It hurts me so much that people really think bad and negative things about my school,
my second family.

Connections has always been supportive to my friends and family through all of the years I
have been going to this school. For example, when I had some personal family issues, the Connections
ohana made me feel better, and they comforted me. Also, whenever my friends and/or I have new ideas
or opportunities, we have always been supported and encouraged by the students, staff, and parents.

Through the many years I have been a Connections student, I have never felt like an outcast
because of the school. For example, even when we go on to a new subject, and ¥, or others, have a hard
time undersianding this new subject, we do not get teased. Instead, we get helped by our peers. Also,
this school is an anti-bullying school, so you never get builied by anyone.

Connections has always encouraged us to embrace our differences, encouraged us to love
ourselves the way we are.  No matter what culture, religion, or nationality you are, you are taught to
embrace it. You are always accepted no matter your style, appearance, or whether you are rich or poor.

Thank you for listening to what I have to say, and I hope that it made you think about your
decision for Connections PCS. '

Sincerely,

A~ B '

Talia Rose Liepold . .
Sixth Grade SCANNED

O T
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Cornnections Public Charter School.

A Community, Business & Education Learning *Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission members:

I choose to come, and to continue coming, to this school because I can see my peers year after
year. This is because it is a small school where everyone is family. We all know each other like
brothers and sistexs.

We have many projects and different ways of learning, such as Project-Based Learning, or
P.B.L. Our science class just had a project where we had. to examine owl pellets. It was surprisingly
fun, and fim projects like that contribute to me wanting stay here in Commections. If we do move to
Kanmana, then we would have way more opportunities.

The school has an ANTI-BULLYING program, so any bullying here actually is reaily minor.
Tt gets taken care of very fast. I am one of our peer mediators. That’s why my friends and I chose to
come to this school. This charter school is a school of choice.
So please support our school’s building project in Kaumana.
Sincerely,

IRy Do M, oty

Skyler De Mello
Sixth Grade

SCANNED

by 083768
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Connections Public Charter Sch(';'ol' .

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission members:

There are signs being put up in Kaurnana that say, “No Connections in Kaumana,”
That’s not right, and showing it to the public is still not right. We aze kids, and to come
to school and see that people put stickers on school windows is not cool. We just want
to make a school, so we can have more opportunities. The Kaumana people should stop
right now. We are a school of choice, and that is why we care so much.

The signs are really painful. Please support our school.
Sincerely,

AuKM ma¥eh

Aukoa Marsh
Sixth Grade

SCANNED .
Rl {
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Connections Public Charter-School

A Community, Business & Education Learning "Okiana
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Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,
Connections Public Charter School is a really great and fun School because it is caring. If you

have a problem, you can always talk to the teacher. Our school also doesn't do boring school work.
Connections makes learning fim.

Connections has given us kids awesome opportunities like field trips and good leaming, When I
go to this school it makes me feel good,

When people in Kaumana bully our school, I feel sad. I have been here since kindergarten, and I
am now in 6™ grade. I have been in Connections my whole life, and I have made a lot of friends along
the way.

I hope our school can move to Kaumana because we will have more activities and a more
educational area. The children will be so happy if we move because the campus will have more space
and a playground.

I love this school, so will you please help us build this school?

Sincerely,

Joshua Evans
Sixth Grade

SCANNED
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Connections Publfé_.éhaﬁqr School

A Community, Business & EducafionLearning “Ohana

Friday, November-2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission:

I like Connections. Before, I couldn't keep my temper down, but when I went to Connections
they helped me. They are like another family.

Connections helps kids get a good education. We learn cultural things like Navajo studies, and
we have Korean and Pernvian exchange students. We dissected owl pellets and fish. We have project-
based leaming which helps learn in an exciting way.

We want Connection to be in Kaumana, so we can work on plans and other things like
agriculture. We will be able to have gardens and horses. I would like to work in a garden so I can bring
vegetables home for my family.

Connections has good teachers and a good principal. They will always catch and stop bullying
in this school. They never let bullying in this school. 1 think that the principal is good man. If a
student gets bullied, he will solve the problem.

We have lots of fun in Connections, like ukulele class. Uncle Cyril Pahinui, a famous musician,
is our teacher. We like having him because he is fon and joyful. He shares a lot of things with us.

Some of the students in Connection need a small school. Other schools have more bullying.
The kids in connection have good talent and quality of work. Some people come to Connection because
they need help during hard times. There is a lot of support in our school.

Please help us build our new campus.

Sincerely,
Hunter ©,0r e SCANNED
e ) U
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Connections Public Chartsr School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

Friday, Novex_nb er 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

I like this school because we do projects. You can make deep friendships by getting to know
each other better because you can stay with them longer. Recess is also a good time for peers to gather
and talk with each other.

We are going to build a new school in Kaumana. Therefore, we will have new and exciting
opportunities such as forestry and animal-based projecis with actnal animals. There will be lots of
agriculture-based projects.

My feeling about the signs in Kaumana and on the front door of the school where kids come to
school every day is that it is like bullying. In our school, we don't have bullying, We have mediators
to solve bullying situations. Please help support our school.

Sincerely,
MICA SaloNo

Mica Sarono
Sixth Grade

SCANNED i

NOV 15 2017
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Connections Public Chaiter School

A Community, Business & Education Leariting “Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members:

As you know, people in Kaumana are putting up signs that say, “No Connections in
Kaumana,” That made me upset because they just do not understand how amazing;this school is.
Here is why I like this school.

e,

We have fun things at this school: the sixth, seventh, and eighth graders have ukulele
class by Cyril Pahinui. At recess, we have park time, PE, and more fun things, We do a lot of
field trips in this school.

I love this school because it is a small school, like an ohana. There is no bullying
allowed, but if it happens, it is dealt with fast. Everyone knows each other and can frust each
other.

Connections Public Charter School should move to Kaumana because there will be a
bigger place to play and leam. The whole school will be together, not separated like now.

We will help the community more by taking care of the land. We will share fiuits and
vegetables with the community.

We will be out of tsunami zone, so we will be safe. Thank you for listening. Please help
us 50 we can build our school in Kaumana. This means a lot to us.

Sincerely,
K.ylee Ramirez
Sixth Grade SC ANNED :
MOV 15 2612
By: 082103
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana
Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo HI 967320

Dear Windward Planning Commission Members,

Connections Public Charter School is a really great and fun school. Why is that? Commections lets
kids go on lots of field trips, do lots of activities, do lots of crafs, and have a lot of opportunities.

I really like Connections because Connections has less children. This makes a lot of friendship last.
Connections gives us love, and we give love back to Connections. Our school has done a lot of things
for us.

Connections has given us joy and fun. This school provides us children and kids with lots of things to
do. The opportunities that Connections gives are really making a lot of people happy and smarter, We
learn a lot of things like history, cool minerals, rocks, and shells that are very old.

Connections Public Charter School’s teachers have done a lot of work to keep Connections going, and
we all have to give it a chance. I want to stand up for Connections. I get to work and stay focused and
learn well.

We all should move to Kaumana campus because the bigger campus the more the student can do. Also
we will have more opportunities and activities at the Kaumana campus. There will be a lot of learning,
farming, and playing. We have done a lot of work to plan for building the campus.

Please help Connections Public Charter School to build our new campus in Kaumana, Thanks for
listening and reading my letter. It means a lot.

Sincerely,
Jadelyn Kaleohano
Sixth Grade SCANNED

. Bas s
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Connections Public Chdirter School

A Community, Business & Education Leani;"ng ‘Ohana
Friday, November 2, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 967320

Dear Windward Planning Commission members,

I am mad that some people do not want us to build our new school in Kaumana because they
think that we will do bad things to their neighborhood. They are putting up signs around town, and
they even put stickers on our school windows.

When I first came to this school, I was not good in math. Division, multiplication, and more,
were hard, but now I am good at it because they tanght me and helped me throughout the whole year. I
really love Connections Public Charter School. They really helped me, so I am glad.

Connections is the kind of school that does not stand for bullying, so if there is bullying,
Connections will find the probler and stop it. Connections does not have bullying because it is a small
school, butitis a good school. Even though it is small many kids love it because their friendships can
last long.

Connections is a small and good school, Why? Well the smaller the school, the better, when we
look at the number of students. However, we need a bigger campus for the kids. 1 also think that it
will be goad for us to move to Kaumana because we will have a playground and all of the students will
be on one campus. We will also learn how to take care of horses. It will have a center for elderly to be
taken care of during the day. Students will be able to come and help. We will also be able to have more
opportunities with a bigger campus.

Please help Connections Public Charter School to build our new campus in Kaumana. Thanks
for listening and reading my letter. It means a lot.

Sincerely,
% P
Kira Pavao SCA NN Eﬁ i
Sixth Grade Nﬂv
a, "098L 01
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Legrning *Ohana

Friday, November 2, 2012 .

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Windward Planning Commission,

I love this school a lot because it is fun. Connections Public Charter School has a great thing called
“Project-Based Learning.” It means that my class and I do research on topics that we get to choose in
social studies and science. We also get to do fun things such as: field rips to plays, beach cleanups,
spirit week, science fair projects and a lot more,

Connections also has an anti-bullying program, I do not need to be worried about being picked on all
the time; I have not been bullied once in this school even though I ama new. The kids do not know me
very well, but they always include me in games and other activities. In Connections we are all fiiends
and obana. Connections is helping me become a better person.

We want to move to Kaumana because we will have a playground, green energy, a farm, and much
more. The school means a lot to me. 1know all the kids in my grade, and it's like a second home to me.
All the kids are very nice to me. My school could be so much more with a campus in Kaumana, We are
not criminals that rob houses; we are just a charter school that wants to help kids lean. It makes me
feel bad that people say our school has “delinquents” for students, and they are putting signs on the
road saying that “No Connections in Kaumana.” Please show some support for my school. Thank you
for reading this letter.

Sincerely
' Gabriel Quander
Sixth Grade

| SCANNED
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Dear Windward Land Use Commission members,

qa 1oy ~7 B 337
This is only my second year teaching at Connecfions Public Charter School, but | can
honestly say | love it here. | love the way the staff supports me 100%, all the time. |
feel like | fruly have a community, that | belong here. | know a lot of people who teach
elsewhere, and most of them can't say the same. In other places, there is drama
amongst the faculty members, or the administration doesn't support the teachers. And
it might not happen ali the time, but at least some of the time. | hever feel that way
here. Connectrons lS truly a place where people—all people, staff, students, parents-—
can céhnect. '

Personally, I look forward to having our campus in Kaumana.. 1 look forward to being
able to have all of the facilities that we are currently lacking. 1look forward to being able
to take the students out on the land and show them the endemic plant species growing
in the environment. We don't have that opportunity now. We don't have a yard or field
we can take the kids out on, and since we are in downtown Hllo we certainly do not
have native plants growing outside the classrocoms that we can show the students. |
teach English L.anguage Arts and Literature; one might argue that it is not necessary to
use the natural world to teach my subject matter. | would disagree. Nature has inspired
countless writers, and countless classics, and it can do wonders in inspiring these
students.

In all honesty, it is our keiki, our youth, who are really being impacted the most in this
situation. They are neither deaf nor blind, and they know what is going on when people
make cruel insinuations about them; when people put custom made bumper stickers
on aur school so that they have to walk by and see this very vistial sign that they are
unwanted by members in their community; when they hear that people are catling their
school “Corrections,” suggesting that they are bad kids, delinquents even, in need of
correctional facilities; when people are bold enough to imply and even state that they
and their families will rob and vandalize the homes that the school is situated near.

it is genuinely heart wrenching when a student, twelve years old, looks at you with
the utmost sincerify and asks, “Is that really what people think of us?” And how am
supposed to respond to that? | am not going to lie to him and tell him that he is getting
the wrang impression from all of this, because he’s not. The impression he has made
is the one that certain pecple want everyone in Hilo to make. So, instead, I tell him
that the people who are saying these things are only saying them because they don't
know him and his classmates. That they don't know how intelligent they are and how
much potential each of them has within them. That they don’t know how kind and
considerate they can be, because they have never met them and they are making

OV 6 8 7017

By:081963
1134
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assumptions based on their own fears. 1 don’t know that my words really helped his
crushed self-esteem,; after all, no amount of justification can fixed a bruised heart, and
words certainly have the power to wound, especially when you are only twelve years
old.

| don’t have any bad kids in my classes. | have rowdy kids, kids with attitude, kids

with too much energy... but | teach middle scheool. | don't expect anything else. | also
have kids who volunteer their free time to do exira work, harder work at the high school
level, simply because they want the opportunity to challenge themselves. 1 also have
kids who come info my classroom to volunteer fo clean my boards or ask if | need help
with anything. | also have kids who come into my classroom after the school day has
ended just to see if they can hang out and chat with me while they wait for their ride.
No, | don't have any bad kids. My kids are amazing, and they honestly deserve more
consideration than they are getting from peaple in the community. They don’t deserve
to be judged, measured, weighed, and found wanting. They are works in progress, and
itis our responsibility, not as a school but as a community, to make sure that they get
the best educational opportunities possible as they make their way into their futures.
The children are the future, our future; why are we trying to short change ourselves?

At Connections, we care about the future of our children. That's why we want to build a better
campus for them. We know that they will have superior opportunities at the Kaumana campus
than they ever could have in the limited facilities we currently occupy. For all of these reasons,
I implore you to give our school tihe opportunity to provide these children with a better education
and a better tomorrow.

Thank you for your fime and consideration.

Sincerely,
Mlddle School Language Arts Teacher

Nov 3, 2012
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To whom it may concern: ‘ -7 Py 3 37

1 am writing this letter in support of the new endeavor that Connections Public Charter

School has begun. I have been part of the Connections Ohana since they first opened and

have never been disappointed in the administration or leadership of the school.

The school has always been forward thinking and what I deem a good learning

environment for it’s students.

The new property is just another step to further the education of Connections students
that I feel they would not be exposed to if in a traditional public school. The Charter

School System has the ability to “think cutside the box™ and Connections surely does
this.

Please consider their petition for Special Permit and help a successful school enter the

future for the sake of the students.

Thank you,
it R Moy

Judith R. Moniz
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P.Cabral
PO Box 11325
-7 Bt 336 Hilo, Hi. 96720

i

November 4, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hi. 96720

Dear Planning Commission,

| have been with Connections PCS since their inception twelve Years ago. Hired firstasa
kindergarten teacher, | then went on to teach 1%, 2" and 3 grade. I know the importance of
having the students work/learn by using their hands. Our science program, Developmental
Approach to Science, Health and Technology {DASH), is an internationally recognized program.
The students make sense of their environment by building/working with their hands, To study
rainfall, they build rain gauges out of recyclables, place their instruments around the campus,
read and graph thelr results, and make predictions about future readings. To learn about
decomposition, the students bury food scraps/miscellanecus scraps of paper, plastic, and foil;
and make predictions about the rate of decomposition. To study temperature, the students
blow bubbles and observe the direction of the bubbles and make predictions as to what they
have observed.

Presently, we are limited in seivicing the students. We don’t have the land or proper
environment to do such exploring. Education should be fun...it should live in the minds of the
children. By giving them the chance to experiment and explore, they become life-long learners.
The Kaumana property would be a great place for discovering and learning. When given a
situation, the students would be able to hypathesize, collect and analyze data, and come to a
conclusion...steps in the Scientific Method...and higher level of thinking.

Change is always difficult to accept, By giving Connections the chance, we will show the
community that the school would be a great learning institute for the 21% century,

Sincerely,

Pbed.f

P. Cabral
Title 1 Coordinator

| SCANNED
‘{ MBdoGiy2
By:
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November 4, 2012
7 e -7 PR 3 37

To whom it may concern:
1 am a supporter of Connections Public Charter School and am begging your

consideration for their Application for Special Permit,

The school has been successful in looking to the future and implementing new and

innovative ideas to further the education of the students,

The new property and its functions would provide another stepping stone for the plan

that the administration has to continue the success of the school.

Thank you again for your time and consideration in this matter.
Thank you,

el

Pamela Moniz

Mm
SCANNED |
A0y &8 21
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Pfanning Commission

I am writing this letter of support for Connections Public Charter School. I have been working
for Connections about 13 years now and have had the privilege to work with many student. This new
Kaumana Campus would give us the opportunity to grow a very needed Agricultural program.

As you know, Graduates today have little or no knowledge of self sustainability. We at
Comnections want to give these students the knowledge that in the event it is needed, they will know
how to take care of themselves and there community.

Charter Schools have had obstetrical over the years with finances and facilities. With this new
campus it would give our family a stable home for many years and give us much more opportunity to
give back to our community.

Please consider this request so that we here at Connections can pour out as much knowledge as

we can on our future. The students are our future.

1
("
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Carol Gray
HCS3 box 11061, Keaau, HI 96749 Cap e

Date: 11/5/2012
Windward Planning Commission

Dear Windward Planning Commissioners:

I am writing in support of Connections Public Charter School building a school at the Kaumana site lsased to the school
by the DLNR. Connections has an 18 year track record mesting the needs of the children and families of Hawaii County,
in spite of being in two sets of repurposed buildings that are truly not well suited to teaching and learning. Ourschool has
been patient with the drawbacks of our physical facilities, but the time has come to unite our school at one location in
buildings actually designed to be a school. Where the walls go up to the ceiling and students are not distracted by the
tessons in adjoining classrooms, where students will have natural light and opening windows for fresh air, and where K-8
students are not in a tsunami inundation zone.

The issue of suitable locations for Public Charter Schools in Hawaii has been a burden for Hawaii charter schools ever
since the public charter school Jaws in Hawaii were first introduced. There are very few places suitably zoned for charter
schools, resulting in charter school students being taught in tents, ch urches, community centers, and in the case of
Connections, a former spa/salon and a former department store. These facilities make it hard for students and teachers to
dedicate themselves to teaching and learning.

The Kaumana site is in a residential neighborhood, which is the perfect location for a school. Schools should be in
residential neighborhoods, not forced into industrial or commercial zones. While the population of Connections currently
draws from all over East Hawalii, from Waimea to Lapahoehoe to lower Puna, the probability of half our students
continuing to come from outside Hilo once the permanent campus is built is low. As Hilo families who currently do not
want their children educated in repurposed buildings get to know about the programs we will be able to offer at our new
school location in Kaumana, Connections will draw more students from Hilo, including the Kaumana neighborhood.

My final point is that the students of Connections are some of the most responsible, caring, and community oriented
students it has ever been my pleasure to teach. These wonderful young people have been very wounded by the rhetoric
used by some opponents of the school. To take a disagreement about 2 land use issue and turn it into an indietment of the
characters of our students and families as some of the opponents have done, to plaster our school and the roadways our
students travel to school each day with “NO Connections in Kaumana” stickers and signs, to denigrate the children of this
school because of their socio economic status, these are all inappropriate when working through a zoning and land use
issue. Making children feel unwelcome in the community because of the neighborhoods they live in, taking that battle to
the walls of their school, these are actions that show no aloha, no malama for the next generation, and no regard for the
greater good of the East Hawaii community. Please allow Connections to build a beautiful new school on the Kaumana
site, it will be a plus for East Hawaii and enhance the Kaumana neighborhood, not diminish i.

Sincerely,

(o < B SCANNED |

Yl () 2
Carol 8. Gray, Connections PCS Socia)] Studies Teacher doY & & 2012

By:() 51536
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PLARIING DEPARTUENT

Steven Sayre Grerme R Ay November 5, 2012

Puna Goat Cheese WIEWN -2 P 3 29
Box 1064

Kurtistown, Hi.96760

To Whom [t May Concern;

This letter Is in support of Connections Public Charter School’s plan for a campus in the
Kaumana area. If one studies the plan, it is obvious that much planning and thought was used
in creating a unigue and environmentally innovative campus. Instead of clear cutting the land,
the school buildings are interspersed with the native forest. A good portion of the land is kept
in native ohia rainforest. Hiking trails are built to teach students and visitors about the fee) and
value of the natural landscape.

As a farmer | am especially pleased to see an area dedicated to agriculture. Gardens,
greenhouses, orchards, and even buildings for livestock are included to demonstrate to the
students, methods of growing our own food here in Hawaii. Hopefully some students wil} be
encouraged to pursue agriculture in the future.

I was also impressed with the idea to include dormitories for visiting students. | feel itis a
valuable experience for students to visit other schools to compare and contrast lifestyles
different from their own.

Schools should help lead us into the future by educating our children into creating a world
we desire. Connections are clearly trying to achieve this goal. | urge you to please help support
their dream.

Sincerely,

‘ i AN SCANNED:

Steven Sayre Wy Laan
¥y:0.82-i 33—
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Connections Public Charter School

A Community, Business & Education Learning “Ohana

N7
K{.'.'.? f'r:':‘l - :,;'

November 5, 2012
Aloha Windward Planning Commission,

I am the principal of Connections Public Charter School (CPCS). I was also one of the
founders of Connections school-within-a-school in 1995. We opened as one of the first
charter schools in Hawaii in September, 2000, For our first year our new charter school
operated on the campus of Mt. View Elementary School. “Connections” had previously
been a school-within-a-school on the Mt. View Elementary School's campus for five
years. In 2001 the schaol was forced to find new facilities and moved to the Kress
Building in downtown Hilo,

Charter schools have struggled with facilities issues, since their establishment in Hawaii
in 2000, despite the fact that Section X of Hawaii's State Constitution clearly says, “The
State shall provide for the establishment, support and control of a statewide system of
public schaols free from sectarian control, a state upiversity, public libraries and such
other educational institations as may be deemed desirable, including physical facilities
therefor.” Funding for public charter schools does not include money for facilities and is
not equivalent to funding for traditional public (DOE) schools. Ona per-pupil basis,
students attending charter schools receive about half of the funding for each their students
as compared to the average per-pnpil funding supporting students attending traditional
(DOE) schools. There is also no support for utilifies or repairs for public charter school
facilities as there is for traditional DOE schools.

ACT 298 of the 2006 Legislature adopted many of the prioxity proposals developed by
the Charter Schools Task Force on charter school governance that was established by Act
87, Session Laws of Hawaii 2005, SECTION 22 says, “Public charter schools have great
difficulty with leasing affordable land on which to locate schools due to prohibitive costs
and zoning restrictions. As public schools and state agencies, charter schools should have
access to state-held lands and buildings and enjoy comparable rates and conditions as
those afforded other state agencies. The purpose of this part is to encourage the State to
enter into long-term leases of lands and buildings with charter schools for the location of
school facilities.”

The new law also amended Chapter 171, Hawaii Revised Statutes, by adding a new
section:

“8171-95.5 Lease to public charter schools. Notwithstanding any limitations to the
contrary, the board may lease to charter schools, at nominal consideration, by direct
negotiation and without recourse to public anction, public lands and buildings under the
contro! of the department. Except as provided in this section, the terms and conditions of
sections 171-33 and 171-36 shall apply. The lands and buildings leased under this section

174 Kamehameha Ave., Hilo, Hawai'i - Phene 1-808-961-3664 FAX 1-808-961-2665
Email: cpes@hawaii.rr.com
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shall be used by the chat®®r schools for educational purposes only. 8% section shall not

apply to conversion charter schools.”

In 2007 CPCS asked the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) for a list of
properties that could be utilized by CPCS for the construction of a new carmpus, On
August 28, 2007 CPCS informed DLNR of our interest in a Kaumana property for the
development of firture campus. An Approval in Principle of a Direct Lease to
Connections New Century Public Charter School for School Purposes in Kaumana,
Hawaii, Tax Map Key: (3} 2-5-6:141 was passed by the Board of Land and Namral
Resources (BLNR) on March 28, 2008.

A Community meeting was held at the Kress Building on April 16, 2009 to discuss
CPCS's Kaumana campus development plan and on October 22, 2010 the Environmental
Assessment report for the project was approved by the BLNR. The jssuance of a Direct
Lease to Connections New Century Public Charter School for School Purpaoses,
Kanmana, Hawaii, Tax Map Key: {3) 2-5-6:141 was approved unanimously by the BLNR
on Janvary 13, 2011 as submitted by board members Pacheco and Gon. Another
community meeting was held on June 3, 2011 at the Kress Building,

After consultation with the County Planning Department and Councilman Donald Tkeda a
community meeting was held at Kaumana Elementary School to discuss the CPCS
Kaumana campus development. Community concems were noted. One clearly articalated
concem was for a fence to be erected around the part of the property that would be used
as the main campus facility. On April 25, 2012 CPCS received a Jetter from Gordon
Heith, of DLNR, advising the school abont the annual cost for a Direet Lease of the
Kaumana property. Another community meeting at Kanmana Elementary was held on
April 27, 2012,

Tn June of 2012, CPCS hired On-the-Line Fencing to erect a fence around the pexrimeter
of the lower portion of the property. After initial work began, On-the-Line-Fencing
informed CPCS that there was a need for minimal bull dozing (not to exceed an acre),
The contract with On-the-Line Fencing was amended to allow On-the-Line Fencing to
hire a subcontractor to clear the area for the fence. Unfortanate personal circumstances
left supervision of the fencing project under the Jurisdiction of my assistant. Again,
another medical emergency occured and my assistant had to 20 to Oahu. A number of
'chia trees were fllegally removed from the Kaurnana property. Several police reports
were initiated by the school and our associated non-profit organization is suing
On-the-Line Fencing to recover damages resulting from their involvement with the illegal
removal of trees. A group of CPCS staff and students appeared before the BLNR on
October 26, 2012 to answer questions about the illegal removal of trees from the
Kaumana propetty.

The school is scheduled to appear before the Windward Planning Commission on
November 9, 2012 regarding a special use permit to allow CPCS to develop a campus on
agriculture zoned land, On October 13, 2012 the Director of DBEDT Office of Planning
sent a letter to the County Planning Office stating that they had “no objections” to the
development of CPCS Kaumana campus. On October 19, 2012 the County of Hawaii,
Planning Department Director recommended that the Windward Planning Commission
send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Use Commission for the approval of
CPCS campus development, We also have other letters of support from the Dean of the
College of Education at UH, Manoa; various faculty with UH, Hilo's School of

174 Kamehameha Ave,, Hilo, Hawai'i - Phone 1-808-361-3664 FAX 1-808-961-2665
Email: cpes@hawali.rr.com
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Education; Dr. Maya So®bro-Ng (President Obama's sister); CPCSY
students; and other menibers of our community.

, parents, and

Our 'ohana and supporters know about our plans for the new campus in Kaumana. We
have been working on this project for over five years. This year we initiated a K-12,
school-wide exploration of Farm to School careers, agricultural operations, disttibution
systems, nutritional education and challenges for sustainable agriculiure in the state of
Hawaii, Students at all levels are attending stuctured fieldtrips to local farms, ranches,
dairies, poultry operations, aquaculture and hydroponic enterprises, specialty crop
operations, supporting (government and other) entities and regional open markets. The
school is integrating award winning science and health curricula with experiential,
enrichment-based experiences to move learning from deductive and prescriptive to
inductive, self-selected, and investigative learning. Through applications of relevant
knowledge, thinking, and interpersonal skills solutions to real-world problems in
agriculture are being developed. This involves finding and focusing on problems,
identifying relevant information, categorizing and critically analyzing information, and
synthesizing and effectively communicating the results to authentic audiences.

The staff at CPCS has worked hard for the past 18 years to maintain the vision of the
original founders of Cennections, Our vision is, “T'o establish and sustain a community,
business, and learning ‘ohana {family). Within this framework, inquiry and proj ect-based
curricula will stress independent thinking, development of the individual’s mind and
talents, cooperative learning, sense of self within the neighborhood and the world-wide
community with particular attention to the precious and unique environment of Hawaii,
both as an island ecology and a place where ethnic diversity is the norm.” The new
campus will aliow our school to also greatly enhance our ability to meet the goals
originally outlined in our Charter 13 years ago. At Connections instruction is guided by
five powerful student-centered goals. Students demonstrate mastery through exhibitions,
successful projects, and demonstrations of content mastery. The focus is-on fully
informing and preparing stdents for their future, particularly in fostering careers that
sustain the economy on this island. Our students have internalized these goals. Many of
them have written testimony supporting fhe development of our new school. Although
they are hurt by the negative propaganda campaign initiated by some of their new
neighbors, they sirive to maintair a positive perspective. They are anxious to demonstrate
their commitment to bright personal futures. Please support their dreams by approving a
special use permit for the constrmetion of our new campus in Kaumana.

Sincerely,

John Thatcher
CPCS Principal

174 Kamehameha Ave,, Hilo, Hawai'i - Phone 1-808-961-3664 FAX 1-808-961-2665
Email: cpes@hawalire.com
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To Residents of Kaumana, and Kaumana City in Hilo Hawaii,

1 am writing this letter on behalf of the Connections Public Charter School Students and 5taff Members.
We are graciously asking your support and blessings over the proposed project that is being put before
you to approve the construction of our school.

My children have been attending Connections Pubdic Charter School for the past three years, The
students and staff members of Connections Public Charter School are very trustworthy and honest
people. | hope and pray that you are able to find it in your heart to approve this project, so our future
generations are able to continue to have a great education through the Public Schoo! Charter System.

Thank you kindly,

Christina V. Taylor

mﬁ
5. 081981 |

— |
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November 7, 2012
Windward Planning Commission:

My name is Derek Kurisu. I suppert Connections Public Charter School's plans to build a new campus
in Kaumana, Commections students have been featured on our “Living in Paradise” show. I have also
spoken to many of their students, teachers and their Principal, Jobn Thatcher, about their school and

local pride and sustainability to build on. To these themes, it adds the Hawaiian value of lokahi, or
working together, and the J: apanese principle of kaizen, or continuously striving for improvement.

KTA’s response to the vision of sustainable agriculture was the creation of the Mountain Apple Brand®
label. This vision is encapsulated in the “Mountain Apple” name itself. The mountain apple or ‘ohi‘a-
‘ai, was one of the twenty-four “cance plants” brought to Hawai‘i by Polynesian voyagers 1,500 years
ago. Like taro, coconut, breadfrnit, bananas, sugar, bamboo and other island staples, the mountain apple
was fundamental fo the sustenance of the Polynesian culture newly transplanted to Hawai*;,

The Mountain Apple Brand® label consists of food products grown, processed or manufaciured in
Hawai‘i. These products are priced competitively and their standards for quality are exceedingly high.
KTA recognizes that Hawai‘i shoppers will embrace these products if the quality, availability and price
compare favorably to established mainland known brands.

KTA supports community partnerships and business opportunities for the people of the island. We are
commiitted to the vast potential of the diversified agriculture and Hawai*i’s determined and hard-
working people. Purchasing locally produced and manufactured goods and supporting Hawai‘i Island
Ccompanies generates jobs, supports the local cconomy and helps improve this special place we call
home. KTA Super Stores salutes the many Mouotain Apple Brand® vendors who supply fresh farm

Connections' agriculture program on the new Kaumana campus will focus on agrienlture as an industry
and will utilize hydroponics, green/shade houses, aguaculture, and some traditional farming techniques,

production of food will be incorporated. Across the country “Farm-to-School” programs are bringing
healthy food from local farms to school cafeterias. The way that food is grown, delivered, and
consumed has created a disconnect with the land and our agricultural roots on Hawai‘i Island. Students,
their families and the local community will have an Opportunity to support the resurgence of local
farms while increasing access to fresh and healthy food grown on their Kaumana campus.

I'urge you to approve the special use petmit allowing Connections to build this new campus,

Mahalo,
’ . : Derek Kurisu
S e . Executive VP
N SCANNED - K.TA Super Stores
Y8RYBE
2 e By: 5 1181
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November 7, 2012

Attn: Zendo Kern, Chairman
Windward Planning Commision
Plarning Departiment

101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Re: Support for Proposed Campus Site for Connections Public Chartered School

Dear Mr, Kern and Commissioners,

[ am writing in support of the proposed plans to build the Connections Public Chartered School
Campus (CPCS) in Kaumana, The recent tsunami scare on the evening of Qctober 27, 2012,
which tied up all the major roadways in down town Hilo and the coastal areas highlighted the

The current constricted fac; lity that houses the CPCS in downtown Hilo limits the schoo}'s ability
to develop creative curricula to immerse our young minds in the natural tropical and agricultural
potentials of our island. The taros fining the island dividers of the Kamehameha Highway
fronting the Kregs Building where CPCS is currently located and the Hilo Farmers Market are
evidences of the children's interest in sustainable agriculture, The proposed campus will provide
the children more than island dividers to learn gardening and farming for suskinable living on
this istand.

Providing for environment and facilities conducive to learning for our children is not only the
responsibility of the parents and government, but is a moral responsibility of every community
members elected or otherwise. If we are to preach to our children that they are the future leaders
then let’s invest in them by making sure they have the proper facilities and resources they need to
prepare themselves for that daunting task of leading our islands, State, and the Nation in the
future,

| ask that you unconditionally support the construction of the Connections Public Chartered
School Campus in Kaumana fo provide the children the school facility and resources they need
and deserve for better learning,

Thank you very much in advance for your support.

Sinterel

Phone: (808 2}7-104]

SCANNED
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November 7, 2012

0 % -3 B 329
To Whom it May Concern: 07 10y i

My name is Kate Wines, and I am a teacher at Connections Public Charter School. 1 am
writing this letter in support of Connections and the plan to build our new school on the
property in Kaumana,

This is my seventh year teaching here at Connections. To say that I love my job and

. school is an understatement. Being a teacher here allows me to fully experience the joy
that is found in teaching as I see my students discover the joy and adventure of learning.
I teach 4™ 5™ and 6™ grade, moving up with my students each year, This allows for
consistency and greater learning to take place. As a school, teachers, staff and parents all
work together to provide a safe, caring environment where students feel fiee to take risks
and reach their goals. Being a Charter school means we have learned to make do with
less—creating opportunities where some might find defeat. Thron gh support, working
collaboratively, and never giving up, Connections Public Charter School shines brightly.
[ am proud to be part of this school.

Tam deeply saddened by the opposition to the school being built in Kaumana, Our
projected school campus is set to not only be a place where students can learn and grow,
but it will be a place for the cornmunity. T also feel threatened when I come to school and
see anti-Connections bumper stickers on the school building. I know that we are doing
good things here. Seeing those stickers not only on our building, but in the Kaumana
area, and in Puna makes me uncomfortable. It makes me wonder if someone will
actually hurt a student or staff member all because they don’t want a school in their
neighborhood? This is not a good feeling to have. Iactually had a student of mine ask if
Connections was a bad school because he saw the signs and wondered what was going
on. When Itold him that people did not want the new school to be built, he asked if they
did not like children. I had no answer for him.

Children are literally our future. As adults, it is our responsibility and dfity to provide the
best education we can for them, in the best environment possible where the most fearning
will take place. The new campus in Kaumana will provide that opportwiity. It is time for
Comnections to grow. Please don’t put the lid on our children’s future. Children need to
be safe and given the best education possible, Thank you for opening up this door of
opportunity for us and approving the plan to move forward with the building of
Connections’ new campus in Kaumana,

Sincerely, R
Kate Wines

Fourth Grade Teacher
Connections Public Charter School
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To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Kathleen Booth and | am the first grade teacher at Connections Public Charter
School. Although 1 have lived on the Hilo side of the big island for 17 years | have only been
teaching for six. A mid-life change of careers sent me back to school and into teaching. What a
wonderful change | made. | truly enjoy what | do and | spend many hours doing it!

Teaching at a school located in downtown Hilo has both its advantages and disadvantages. | am
willing to trade in all of the advantages {the view, unlimited food choices, and shopping
convenience) in order to teach at a school surrounded by grass and treesl My students have
indoor recess every day. We can’t plant a garden in our backyard because we don’t have one.
When we go to Kalakaua Park for PE we have to be careful not to make eye contact with the
homeless people hanging around. Our students deserve a safe learning environment and they
should be able ta enjoy the outdoors. They should be able to look cut a window in their
classroom to see the outdoors!

Connections Public Charter School will celebrate their 13th birthday this school year. The
school is successful in spite of the facility challenges it faces. It is successful because the staff,
students, parents, and supporters work hard and truly believe in it.

Please let us build our new campus on Edita Street. Our students deserve a safe place to learn,
play, and grow into their future.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Booth

First Grade Teacher, Connections PCS
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Dear Windward Planning Commission:

I am writing this letter in support of the proposed new Connections Public
Charter School in Kaumana. I am a new teacher at the Connections High School.
I have the honor of teaching math and science to our unique and diverse
community of students, Prior to coming to Connections, I taught at University of
Hawaii at Hilo and University of Oregon. From my experience with college-level
teaching I have seen the benefits of providing faculty and facilities that utilize
modern teaching styles and technology in college and at the high-school level. It
is imperative that the students at Connections are provided these kinds of
resources so that they may feel success and be successful in academics and life,

Ibelieve the new campus will be of great benefit to our school, providing the
facilities that will support our studenis as they grow into contributing members
our community. In addition, the proposed campus will welcome a diverse group
of students that will benefit our island. We are family of bright, creative, and
ambitious students and teachers. As our student and faculty population grows
we are in nieed of a new, larger, and updated facility.

The efforts to campaign against the proposed new campus are a disappointing
reflection of an unwelcoming group of people. I am sure that this negative
mentality does not represent the majority of the people who live in our
community. I am in support of the proposed new Connections campus, and ask
that the planning commission also support this needed development.

Regards,
P
Emily Lindstrum

High School Science and Math Teacher
Connections Public Charter School

174 Kamehameha Avenue

Hilo, Hawaii 96720
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To whom this may concern:

Alohal My name is Noelle Buffett and my son is currently 3 3 gfaﬁe student at Connections
Public Charter School. He has been a student there since Kindergarten and if you asked me how
i feel about his education, I’d say that it is beyond what | would expect!

Connections takes great pride in their school with a noticeable reputation for taking care of
their children first. My son has excelled a lot academically and if not for the caring, ohe on one
style of the school staff | believe that my son would be another student left behind. The
teachers don't just leave the students at “OK, we're finished” they make sure that the child
understands the work which they are doing. They make sure that the students are thought the
“Concept” of what they are doing.

Mrs. Tempany, the 3" grade teacher, takes time out from her after school hours to help my son
and other students out with subjects in which they struggle in. If there’s too much students she
has a classroom assistant who help her to tutor the kids. My son came home ona day and sajd
“Mom, Mrs. Tempany called me a mathematician” with this big grin on his face. She instills self-
worth in to her students. She lets them know, hey, you're not just learning things to de work,
you're learning all this because it will make you who you will become one day!

Connectians is well known for doing community service in and around the communities. They
pick up rubbish around town, down the beach side. My son said “Don’t WOrry mom, we use
gloves” ;} 1 was born and raised on Hawaiian Homes Land in Keaukaha here on the Big Island
and my kumu’s at keaukaha Elementary School always told us always know where your home is
& when you get your keiki one day, make sure you bring them home too. | didn’t though with
my son. Something caught my attention about Connections and the positive things | would hear
made me anxious. | enrolled my son! When | saw one of my Kumu’s, who had already gotten
my son’s District acception form completed, |

told him | enrolled my son at Connections and he looked at me and said, Noelle, that is a

wonderful school. My heart then was content and | knew ever since then that | had made the
right decision by sending my son there.

| guess what | am trying to get at in this letter is, By having the campus built in Kaumana for the
school would be tremendously beneficial for all students who attend the school. This about the
childrenl Everything that | mentioned above In this letter is not even the half of what this
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schaol does or what they are capable of. Bigger campus= Bigger opportunities. They can have
more students, especially because they usually have a good sized wait list of students wanting
to get in to the school. | can see so many doors opening for our children that would make our
communities and government proud to have allowed this to happen. Let’s build a bigger
campus so we can build new & bigger bridges and broaden a bigger harizon for our children!

In closing | would like to say that it’s not all the time you can come across such devoted
teachers and staff such as at Connections. When you have a good thing you shouldn’t let it go
to waste. So much can come out of this project. Our population is growing a lot bigger and very
fast. There's all the talk about overcrowded dassraoms, students with little to no one on one.
Here's the solution. Connections currently enly has one class per grade level which minimizes
the amount of students. There’s another reason 1o say that this would he very beneficial. The
school will have much more room for a lot more students! So let's build a bigger campus, so we

can build new and bigger bridges and broaden a new horizon for our children and their
educationt

Mahalo,

{

Noelle K.T. Buffett
nktbuffett@gmail.com
Parent of Ethyn LK. (iuirantes

3" Grade/ Mrs. Tempany

1187



.

Connections In Kauman .
oy v —7 Bl 3 36

Dear Windward Pianning Use Commission,

The community of Kaumana is protesting against our schoo! being built there. They're
assuming that just because we are a poor school that we are just a bunch of no good kids who
will disturb them. That’s why I'm writing this essay, to prove to the people that we are a school
wanting a better place to learn. And the new school being built will give us much more freedom
than we could have in a shared building. We need a bigger school campus. And all the kids are
excited about it. But it's been made clear that the comimunity will try hard not to let us move
there.

Riding in the car on my way to school a few weeks ago was the first fime | saw the sign.
Right on the telephone pole was a poster. It had the word "Connections” with a red circle and a
slash through it, and then under that, "in Kaumana.” At first, [ was in shock, then | got angry, but
more than anything | felt hurt. “They are stating that we are disrespectful and that we will be
hurtful to them. But they are the ones being rude. And they aren’t being exactly good influences
either."That was the first thing that | thought.

| don’t know why people are against our school. We didn't do anything to them. Now, I'm not
saying that we are perfect. Every school has at least a hand full of trouble makers.But | think
that our schiool does & good job of dealing with cur behavior. And we don't really have a
problem mostly since we are a small school everyone knows each other and we are more of a
community than anything. Even the teachers, we get along with the staff and they always have
a close eye on us. Our school doesn't have much of a problem with fights, drugs, and theft,
unlike most DOE schools.

{ have been going to this school for my whole life and I've experienced a lot of fun times here. |
have met a lot of cool people here too. So to hear people say that we are bad kids makes me
angry. When the teachers announced about the bumper stickers and signs on our school,
everybody was shocked. | personally think that they are the ones agting like stubbormn children.
And 1 think that it's wrong to judge others by their appearance. So those who are being rude and
putting up posters against us should really consider our feelings. And the way it makes them
look. Like 1 said, we are a school wanting a better place to learn. Can you please help us to get
that?

Sincerely,
Taylor Armormino, Grade 7
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Dear Windward Planning Commission,

Why would the people of Kaumana be so quick to judge the students of
Connections PCS who have so much good and potential in them? One of the most well
known quotes is “Don’t judge a hook by its cover.” More than likely the residences of
Kaumana know this quote, but still judge us by our cover. They don't know that we're
respectiul, kind, and hardworking students who deserve a better learning environment.
Connections PCS student value education and want a place where we can focus on our
learning. :

We deserve to have a school in Kaumana because we've been living in a poor
environment and have been looked down on as a low, petly, uneducated school, Qur
classrooms aren't fit for teaching; our walls den't ge up all the way to the ceiling so
classes disrupt each other. Our recesses are indoors because we don't have a
playground of our own. If we moved to Kaumana we could play outside instead of
indoors. So much good could come from moving our tiny school to Kaumana.

There are so many good possibilities that could come out of moving our schaol
to Kaumana. We could have a chance to play outside. We could grow fresh food for our
lunches. We could have separate classrooms instead of having connected classrooms
with eight foot walls between them that allow classes to disrupt each other. We could
possibly become friendly neighbors with the peopie of Kaumana. What's reaiiy sad is
that just recently people put up horrible signs saying “No Connections in Kaumana®.

| feel offended from these signs and that the Kaumana people are so sure that
we're horrible kids. it feels hormrible fo walk into your own school and to see a sign that
vandalises our building and discriminates our school's students. The people of
Kaumana should give us a chance to prove our school is warthy and respectful enough
to move our school fo Kaumana. | hate the thought of the Kaumana people thinking that
we're delinquent kids. Why would the Kaumana people think so poortly about us that
they would create signs that disgrace our school? | really hope the Kaumana people will
change their perspectives about our awesome school.

Connections PCS studenis love to learn and deserve a place where we can
focus on our leaming. Our school is old and is not the best environment for learning. So
much good possibilities could come to our school if we move to Kaumana. It is sad that
the Kaumana people wouldn’'t want our respectful school to move to Kaumana. | really
hope the Kaumana people will change their minds about our school. Please help us
have this opportunity!

Sincerely,
Mesepa Short, Grade 7
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Aloha Windward Planning Commission,

SN

Please consider my strong support for Connections Public Charter School's request for Special Use
Permit for the development of a new facility in Kaumana. i am a 12-year employee of the school. |
know the potential that the project affords, in terms of increased opportunities for student successes in

fields that are not currently available (agriculture, conservation), and growth of programs with which we
have had great success (STEM, Makery, music and arts).

| have seen first-hand the confusion and sadness that Connections’ students and families have had to

endure because of the negative "campaigning" that misinformed ¥zumana residents have produced. It's
inexcusable,

1 ask for your careful consideration of the request.

Thank you,

= =
Heather McDaniel & =
L =
o~
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Dear Windward Land Planning Use Commission

Why would anyone want to deny children edu_gation?- This is what Kaumana
residents are doing. They are not lefting us, Connections Public Charter School, build a
new campus in Kaumana. Education is important to us and we need a building that was
meant to be used as a school buiiding so that we can focus on our education.

We are good kids; we won't rob your houses. it is prejudice to think that just
becatse someone is from Puna, they will rob your house. Only some of our kids are
from Puna, but they are not thieves. How wili you know that we're going fo rob your
house if it has never happened before? We only want to learn, not steal.

We want fo learn; that's all. We are the future, and for us to have a good future
we need a good education. Children need a good education; there aren’t that many
good paying jobs out there for people who are uneducated. Connecfions is a great
schoal with great teachers and great students; just give us a chance. We want to learn;
but it's hard to do that in the environment that we're in,

We want to learn in a building that was made for learning. We don't have walls
that reach the ceiling so it's hard fo focus on our teachers because we can hear
everything that's going on around us. We don't have doors that close so it is distracting
when people walk by. We are right next to the ocean so if the tsunami sirens go off, we
have to walk a mile to get out of the tsunami evacuation zone.

Education is very important to the students of Connections and that is why we
want to build our new campus. We are good kids and it’s not fair of others to judge us
without getting to know us. We need good education for a good future. But it is hard {o
get that education in the environment we are in. So please help us; let us build our
campus. Anything you do here will make all the difference in the world for us.

Sincerely,
Taylor Schabell, Grade 7
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Dear Windward Pianning Commission,

Why would anyone want to prevent a child from having a bright and beautiful
future? The people in Kaumana do just that. They put up signs to prevent our school
from being built even though they don't know us. We have dreams, but how can we
fulfill them with s0 many ohstacles? We are good children and we deserve a place in
Kaumana. . .

They put up signs that say “No Connections in Kaumana®” but they don’t know our
people. Why do they put up these signs? i do not know. I'm just sad and mad that they
would go to such a tength to get our new school from being built. | value learning but is
hard to learn in this school. [ love this school and hopefully we can get this new one
buiit.

They assume we are bad kids but we are just the opposite. Compared to a D.O.E
school, we have hardly any problems. We have nearly no fights and no stealing. We
have dreams that will only happen in Kaumana. Please help us make our dreams come
true.

A place in Kaumana is needed because our school is very old and in bad
conditions. It has pipes that leak in our classrooms, ho doors on the second floor, and
ceilings on the first floor that occasionally fall in in the middie of class. Our school is by
the ocean so it is vulnerable to tsunamis. How can we learn in this environment? We
can't anymore!

We need a new school. Our school is old and the environment is hard to learn in.
We have good students who hardly get into any fights and we solve our problems by
talking it out. We are respectiul and responsible children. 1 wish everyone would put
down the signs and support us. Please heip us by allowing us to buifd our school in
Kaumana.

Sincerely, -
Seneca Helfrich, Grade 7
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Connection kids care

7617 149 -7 TRé Pedile of Kaumana deny the education and the feefings of the kids by not

letting us build our school. Why do people deny the education and the feeling of having
a real school to the kids of Connections PCS? Everyone has rights and it is our right to
learn and to build our scheol in Kaumana. Connections pcs students should be able to
have a real school instead of half a building for a school to learn.We should be working
{ogether with Kaumana residents instead of working against.

We kids need to focus on our work instead of the noise around us. We can hear
everyone talking and the other teachers speak. We have hard time focus on our work
because of the noise. Sometimes kids lose focus because of all the noises that can be
heard. We have constant noise and have to stop till the noise stops. The kid are trying
their best {o persuade Kaumana residents.

Connections students put efforts and their feelings in this essay o let the people
of Kaumana know how much we care about the school that is being built up in
Kaumana. The students are working hard to persuade residents of Kaumana to let us
build our school. We care about our education but most important is what the next
generation of kids have to learn with. We, the students care about the new school, but
most important is that the little kid have a good place to learn. We want the younger
generation of kids to have a good start and and a good school.

All the kids of Connections PCS want is to have the right environment for our
education, but we are being held back by the people that don’t want us in Kaumana,
Signs are being posted up saying “No Connections.” Bumper stickers are being posted
on our buildings, some even calling us Corrections as an insult. These are keeping us
from having a good environment for a school. | care deeply in this project and | want my
younger brother to have a good start when he get to our intermediate.

The kids of Connections should be able to have a real school fo {eam, and to
have the right education to prepare for the future. We kids have to try focus in
classrooms when you can hear every feacher, even in other classrooms, talk. We care
about our education and we care about what the next generation gets to learn with. We
have been hurt by the signs and people calling us "Comections” as an insuit. All we want
is a real school and the right environment to work. Please, for these reasons, allow us
to build our schooll

Sincerely,
Kaipo Ramos, Grade 7
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Dear Planning Commission Board-

How would you feel if you found out an entire community of pecple didn’t even know
you, yet they still judged you? Well, this is basically what most of the Kaumana district is doing,
not only this but they are also denying us, the students at Connections PCS, education.
However, even with them doing this, I'm hoping to persuade the residents of Kaumana to
change their minds, I love this school and i hope they leam to love us to.

For one thing, our school can't go outside for recess! We only receive indaor recess, which
isn’t because we aren't allowed, it's because we can't. We don't get to exercise, we have to sit
in the cafeteria, and well...Sif! It's unfair how we have to be cooped up and not get any vitamin
D from the sun. Of course, since all we do is sit, that means no playful activities. it's not that we
are bad children and deserve this, it's our location, which is my first reason we should be
aliowed to build in Kaumana.

Our leaming environment isn't the best either. You can guess why....\We're placed right
beside a movie theater! Our middle school is only one HUGE room that has ne doors and no
walls. To separate our classes we have to use open walls, meaning, as we learn we also have
to listen to the OTHER classrooms. It would be better if we had a better environment to learn.
That's all we are asking for.

They don't know us. The fact that people are putting signs up in Kaurnana, protesting
that we build there is just....inconsiderate. We are a good school; just because of where we are
placed doesn’t mean we aren't. It is understandable that they think, since we are kids, that we
will....Well, rob them. But, when wilt we have time to do that? We are such good kids, such great
students, we really just want fo focus on learning! Plus, why would we? Not to say the residents
there are poor, but robbing people and having a record would really affect us. Why? Why would
we do that to ourselves? '

“Don't judge a book by it's cover.” Let's say that we had already buiit our school there, let's
just say that we had a very appealing look. Would you still think we were robbers? No. We are
inside a movie theater! A movie. theater. We don’t have cutdoor recess and well, we deserve a
better learning environment to study with our education. We deserve to build there; it's not fair
that they are doing this. Kids that want education are pretty rare and we do. The way they are
holding us back is rude. We're the future, asking for a better leamning piace, and people should
support us, not deny us, The Kaumana district should let us build there... Not because they
have 1o, but because they want to.

Sincerely,
Zoe Tong, Grade 7
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Let Connections PCS in KaumanaI

Dear Planning Commission Board-

The past is not the same as the present, Perhaps you might have had bad school
memories that make you think we’re bad. We're not. Maybe classmates of yours did bad things
at school. We don't do bad stuff, Times have changed and we, the students, knew how fo
hehave. Besides, have you even met the students of Connectmns’) Conneclions new campus
will help us learn more efficiently.

Connections’ new school would help us focus because we won't be distracted by other
classroom’s noise. There would be different buildings, which is really helpful. The buildings wiil
help us concentrate on our own work instead of another classroom’s work. We also have more
room 1o play outside, not inside a crowded place. If you think we would steal from your house,
you're wrong.

We would never steal because we instead would rather focus on Iearnmg so we can be
smart. We know how to behave, sa please don’t treat us like we're dangerous. Not once would
we bring guns to school. Also | doubt you have met any of the students of Connections PCS.

The past can change things so the future will improve. We students learned to behave
because of the past. The past help us leamn, and in order to help us learn better we need a
school that will give us an environment that's good and a non-closed in space. The past is
used as an example to teach us to trust also. So do you mind trusting us that we won't steal or
do anything like that?

The new school will help us learn better. We don't do bad stuff. We're not bad either.
Times change and this school is different than you think. The students are different too. So,
please? We need our new school so we can leam better.

Sincerely,

Merle Yao, Grade 7
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Dear Windward Land Planning Use Commission-

How would you feel if a community was putting up signs that said they didn't want your
school moving into their neighborhood even though they didn’t know anything about you? The
residents of Kaumana have started putting up derogatory signs that encourage people to
inaccurately judge our school. Connections pcs kids value education, and we look forward to
having a campus in Kaumana where we can focus on learning.

The residence of Kaumana don't want our school in their community, but the way they have
expressed their feelings has been unnecessarily mean. They have put up sighs that have led
people to have negative feeling about our school. We do not appreciate the way they have led
pecple to think of our school. recently they put stickers on our school that say "No Connections
in Kaumana.” it hurts that they're not even giving us-a chance to express the true beauty of our
school. We would really want to have a better learning environment, unlike we have here.

it's hard for us to learn because there are many noise issues. The walls don't go all the up so
we disrupt other classes. None of the other classes have much of a good learning environment
because they have to clase their doors at recess, We also disrupt elementary because we have
to have lunch right outside their classrooms. This building was not built to be a school. some of
the pipes leak, it's noisy, and one time part of the ceiling fell in the middle of class. I understand
that building a school there would take away some of the privacy of the residents in that area,
but we need a betlter school.

We don't have a good learning environment, and all we want is a better one, but they're
denying us that opportunity. I understand that they wouldn't want a schaol built right next to their
houses, but they can say so in a more understanding, non insulting way. We are not bad or
rebellious kids. We've all enjoyed and participated in island wide events like science fair,
spelling bees, and fund raisers. I have never stolen or even thought about stealing anything
from anybody. The way the pecple of Kaumana are seeing this is very short sighted. If they
gave us the chance to express our schodl, | bet they would think differently.

Connections PCS kids vafue education. All we want is a better leaming environment. We do
not appreciate the signs and the stickers that inaccurately judge us. We deserve a better school.
We do not have a good leaming environment like those that other schools are lucky to have. We
don't understand why the residence of Kaumana would want to deny us a better education. We

believe that we can prove to them that we are good smart kids that just want to learn. pos -
S N

Sincerely, ' T: : ,
Gabriel Frazier-Jenkins, Grade 7 ~E
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My daughter is a kindergartener at Connections this yeat, and we are so grateful to have found this
schoal. We just moved to Hilo in May of this year, and with everything else going on, ! didn't plan on
sehding my daughter to school this year. | had decided to home school her because | didn't want to just
throw her into any school. | really wanted her to have a positive first experience with formal schoeling. |
wanted her to have a teacher and a school environment that would recognize her as an individual with
her own talents and strengths, and that her unlque personality weuld be valued. | wanted to feel
connected to the schoo! myself so that | would have a presence and ini}ol\}ementin my daughter’s
education, and be able to ensure that her educational needs, as well as social and emotional needs were
being recognized and met. ’

About a month into the start of Hawaii's school year, through a fortuitous turn of events, 1 was able to
learn about Connections and that there were still openings for kindergarteners. After a tour of
Connections, my hushand and ! realized that this was just the right place for our daughter. She lit up as
soon as she walked into the kindergarten classroom. Upon learning ahout their philosophy of education
and seelng how passionate everyone who works and teaches at Connectlons Is, we felt that this was just
the schoof we had been haping for. Connections has been everything 1 had wanted for my daughter. She
is having an extremely positive first experience with school. She is treated as a valued member of her
class, and her teacher recognizes her strengths and encourages her development as a unique individual,
Connections has the feel of an 'ohana to me, and [ feel welcomed into the school environment
whenever { am there. My daughter loves Connections, as do J, We wholeheartedly support this school,
and the reasonable goal and desire of the school to grow and enhance their students' learning
oppartunities by moving to their own beautifully-planned campus in Kaumana.

Connections wants to provide the best educational opportunities possible for their students. | believe
that that Is just as it should be, and that they really need their own campus to be able to do this. This
school is filled with good people, and the students are likewise good people. | know that the goal of
teachers, students, and parents allke are to contribute good to the community around them. | want to
do all that | can to support Connections, and support their goal to have their campus built in Kaumana.

Sincerely,
Farrah Jensen
854-5875
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Pacific Basin — Hawaii Island PLEHNIRG GEP.“:?{{.E&;EHT Phone: 808.351.9560
900 Kumukoa Street e 0F ATHE www.pacifidegacy.com
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The Kafimana Lava Tube Complex

This letter Teport has been prepared by Pacific Legacy Inc. to address the question of whether a
dry well located along Edita Street may cormect with the Ka@imana lava tube complex.

Katimana Caves

The principle entrance to the Katimana lava tube complex is Jocated across Katimana Drive to
the west of the Connections Charter School Katimana property’s upper parcel. This opening is
situated within Katimana Caves County Park. From here, the Kaiimana lava tube runs both
mauka (upslope) and makai (down slope). The makai section crosses Katimana Drive and passes
under the Charter School's upper parcel (Figure 1), It runs down the length of the upper parcel
and exits the property at Edita Street. A map of Katimana Cave prepared in 1953 by the Hilo
Lions Club (Stone 1992:3) shows the lava tube extending for approximately half a mile beyond
this point. During the construction of Edita Street, however, the section of the tube located
beneath the street was collapsed, sealing off the lower portion of the tube. At present this lower
section of Katimana Cave is not accessible. By overlaying the 1953 Lions Club survey map of
the lava tube onto a map of the area’s surface property boundaries, Wil Chee Planning has
projected that the lower section of the tube passes under the northern corner of the Charter
School’s lower parcel (Rigure 1),

The present makai opening to Kafimana Cave is located along the southwestern edge of Edita
Street. This opening has been barred to prevent access, and a culvert has been dug to divert
flood waters flowing out of the cave from crossing Edita Street. This cement lined culvert runs
southeast along the mauka side of Edita Street. It ends ata dry well near the southeastern edge
of the Connections Charter School’s upper parcel. It has been suggested that this dry well
connects directly to Katimana Cave and should be considered part of the cave complex.

As part of their archaeological inspection of the Connections Charter School Kafimana property,
Pacific Legacy archaeclogists walked the length of Kaftmana Cave from its entrance in the
County Pask to its exist at Edita Street. All side tubes were investigated, No side tube was
found that extended in the direction of the dry well or connected to it. A detailed map of the
cave drafted in 1993-96 by the Hawai‘i Speleological Survey also shows no side branches
extending in that direction (Figure 2).

The Dry Well at Edita Street

During times of heavy rainfall, water is known to flow through Katunana Cave, Dr, Fred Stone
who prepared a report on the cave in 1992 as part of the Puainako Road Extension
Environmental Impact Study indicated that, “According to residents across the road from this
entrance [the Edita Street entrance to the tube], during heavy rains in the mid-1970s, Katimana
Cave flooded and water gushed from the cave and covered Edita Street” (Stone 1992:5), It was
for this reason that the diversion culvert was constructed.
- - — ———— —————————————————————— |}

Pucific Basin ~ O*ahn Business Office Buy Aren Sierta/Central Lancaster
30 Anlthe Steeer, Suite, 301 2641 Fiwy 4 900 Modae Street 4919 Windplay Drive, Suite 4 44702 10 Stevet West -
Kailua, H) 96734 PO Box 6050 Beckeley, CA 94707 El Dozsdo Hills, CA 95762 Lancaster, CA 92534 .- . _
$08.263.4808 Phone Amold, CA 95223 310524397 Phone 530.677:9713 Phone 663,795 Poone . L. ¢
BOR 2633500 Fax 279.795. 1481 Phone 510.524.4419 Fax 5305079762 Fax 617209417 Fax

7195 H31 P 481901198



In more recent conversations with Iocal residents, Pacific Legacy was told that during times of
heavy rainfall, water flowing out of the cave will be channeled along the culvert and into the
dry well along Edita Street. If the rain persists, the dry well will gradually fill up with water
and eventually overflow. This would indicate that the dry well (whose entrance probably feeds
into a section of lava tube) is a self contained unit that does not connect with a larger fube
complex such as Kaamana Cave. If it did connect with Kafimana Cave, somewhere further
makai, then the floodwaters would not fill up the well and overflow, but would be drained
away.

The overflow water from the dry well is channeled under the road and empties out in a shallow
depressed area on the makai side of the Edita Street. This area is Iocated outside the
Connections Charter School property, Also outside, but near the property is the operning to a
small lava tube. During the archaeological inspection of the school property, Pacific Legacy
archaeologists entered this tube and traced it for a short distance. The tube was found to run
makai, away from the school property, and did not appear connected to the Kafimana Cave.
During periodic flooding, water from the overflowing dry well that finds its way across Edita
Street often flows down into this tube. The dry well and this lava tube Iikely represent small
sections of tubes that originally flowed parallel to the larger Kaimana Cave tube complex, Ttis
not unusual in lava flows of this kind to encounter several parallel lava tubes all oriented along
the line of the flow.

It would appear from the evidence presented above that the dry well located along Edita Road
8 not directly connected to the Kaiimana Cave and does not form part of that lava tube
complex.

REFERENCES

Halliday, William R.

1997 The Hilo Lions Club 1953 Kaiimana Cave Expedition. Repozt 97-02, Hawai‘i
Speleological Survey of the National Speleological Society. Typescript in the University
of Hawai‘i Hilo Library.

Stone, Fred D,
1992 Puainako Road Extension Environmental Impact Study: Katirmana Cave.
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Figure 1. Map of the Kaftmana lava tube showing its relationship to the surface property
boundaries (prepared by Wil Chee Planning from existing sources, including both the 1953
Lions Club survey and a 1992 Hawai‘i County survey of the lava tube),

Figure 2. Map of Katimana Cave prepared in 1993-96 by the Hawaii Speleological Survey.
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Fred Blas Phone: (808) 965-2712
Council Member  PLAWE:G DEPARTHENT g Fax:  (308) 965-2707
coum'.‘l'l Dis‘fﬁct 5 .P-;‘," 5ot g 5‘; ; ' l:_-_‘;l_ pf o2 Emai[:‘fbias@CO.ﬁa‘Waﬁ.hi.ﬂS
Matling Address: 3|7 MOY -8 PA 22 27 Business Address:
Hawai't County Butlding 4 15-2660 Pahon-Village Road
25 Aupuni Street g Pahoa Marketplace, Room 145
Hilo, Hawai'i 96720 Patoa, Hawai'i 96778
Hawai i County Council
County of Hawai i
November 8, 2012
Zendo Kern, Chair and

Windward Planning Comtnissioners

Subject: Support for Connections New Century Public Charter School

Aloha Chair Kern,

I am writing in strong support of the request for Connections New Century Public Charter School to
develop a K-12 Charter School Campus with dormitory facilities and related uses on approximately 70

acres of land in the State Land Use Agriculture District in Kalimana,

Mahalo

SCANNED !
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Serving the lnterests of the People of Our Island
Haweai'i Connty is an Equal Opporiunity Provider and Employer
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November 8, 2012

Windward Planning Commission
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720

To Whom It May Concern:

1 write this letter in support of Connections Charter School and their Special Permit Application, which
will allow the school to grow and thrive and better serve its students, community, and mission as a
state of Hawai'i public charter school.

Connections School has been doing an outstanding job as a charter school, That job is to create new
models of schooling and new programs that answer the educational needs of our children in Hawai‘i,
and then to share those innovations with other schools to help improve education for all students in the
state. In this effort, Connections Schools has been a partner with the University of Hawai‘i Curriculum
Research & Development Group (CRDG), adapting curricula and programs developed at CRDG and used
successfully at the University Laboratory School to the particular population of students on Hawaif
Island. We have worked closely with the Connections teaching staff, who have participated every year
in professional development and continuous improvement of their school programs. These efforts
Inelude innovatlye mathematics teaching to develop algebraic thinking in elementary students,
teaching science as inquiry, engaging students in engineering endeavors through the revolutionary
“Makery” program under development at CRDG to motivate as well as teach concepts and skills in the
STEM areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics,

Jobn Thatcher, as the school’s leader, is a visionary and an innovator who has helped create an
educational environment that is responsive to the unique needs of Hawai'i's students and welcomes
new ideas that can promote that purpose. He has been a catalyst for CRDG ideas and activities, and we
count Connections as a partner in our educational research and development, The school thus serves as
another laboratory for the invention of effective educational programs and approaches, fulfilling the
role of public charter school to benefit our state and community.

We hope that the community will, in turn, support the efforts of Connections Charter Schoel to improve
the facilities and educational experiences for their students.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Berg, Director of CRDG

1776 University Avenue, Castle Memorial Hall 132

SCANNED Honolulu, Hawat'i 96822
i Telephone: (808) 956-7961
6”%125 éﬂl} Fax: (608 956-9456
By: i hitpwww . hawaii.edufcrdg/

An Equal Qpportunity/Afliirmative Action ixstition 1202



From: Keala Lee Loy keleeloy@ksbea.edu
Subject: My name is Pauline Kesla Kealoha Lee Loy. | regret | am not able to testifyin person as [ remain in isolation at the Gueens medical
center while undergoing chematherapy for acute leukemia. [ have been an edugator for the past 33 years. | commend them ...

Date: November 8, 2012 2:23 PM
To: lealoyh002@hawail.rt.com

My nama is Pauline Keala Kealoha Lee Loy. I regret | am not able to testify in person as | remain in isoletion at the Queens
medical center while undergoing chemotherapy for acute leukemia. 1 have been an educator for the past 33 years. 1 commend
them for their dedication. | fee! that they desarve a new academic campus, however | feel that this Is not a good focation for the
connections public charter school. Kaumana elementary schaol is focated fust 3/10 of a mile from this proposed project and has
been servicing the community for over 100 vears.

The County-of Hawaii planning department says “from a planning perspective, the request has praven to be difiicult In arriving at
a position we are comfortable with. The greatest difficulty we encountered was determining whether or not this Is an appropriate
location for a public charter schoo! whose student body largely consists of students whe do not live in this particular section of
Hilo. Currently there are approximately 5G% of the student body coming from the Puna district and approximately 50% coming
from different locations in South Hilo... In reviewing this fand use request for a new K ~ 12 schoal we considered severat factors.
One factor is that a K — 12 school should be located in close proximity o where people live and near the center of probable
student population for the proposed school... A school should not be lecated In an area where the students live a far distance
from the school and require students to be transported via buses or vehicles.

| belleve contrary to the County planning Department's perspective the location of the school would NOT create a better
neighborhood and a more livable community as the students will be transported a far distance via buses and vehicles increasing
traffic congestion in our neighborhood that is aiready well served with sxisting public schodle.

Again, as an individual dedicated to education in both public and private schools for the last thirty-three years. | applaud the
efforts of charter schools for their diligence In meeting the needs of diverse learners. indeed 21st Century Learning has gone
beyand the traditional classrooms with innovation unfrmagined a trite decade ago.

What 1 oppose is the propased location of the school. From personal experience, we teach our students to develop a "sense of
place"” far the community In which you live. That would suggest to me that the school should be located in alignment with pre-
dominate demographics of the current student population.

Respectfully,

Pauline Ke'ala Kealoha Lee Loy
Resident of Mele Manu St.

Ke'ala Lee Loy on iPad 2

This message is the property of Kamehameha Schools and any attachments are confidential to the intended recipient at the &-
raail acdress to which it has been addressed. If you are not the intended tacipient, you may not copy, forward, disclose or use
any part of this message or its attachments. If you received this transmission in eror please notify the sender immediataly by e-
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8§ November 2012
Windward Planning Commission,

It gives me great pleasure to write this letter of support for funding the proposed Kaumana
campus of Connections Charter School. I first became aware of the unique opportunities
available at Cobnections when I was asked to attend a demonstration of the students’ work as it
related to their innovative math curriculum. As a university Math professor I was particularly
interested in the subject matter, but I must say I was very impressed with the students’ grasp of
mathematical concepts beyond their vears, and also with the ease with which the students
presented their work in teams to the audience. I would later become more familiar with the
methods that enabled this ease of presentation. Their innovative curriculum is presented as a
collaborative effort with the UH Curriculum Development Center over at Manoa, and is based on
a Russian model that works very well. The elementary students demonstrated 2 much better
grasp of the concept of number value and placement than many students in high school, They
could perform algebraic operations in various bases other than base 10, which then makes base
10 arithmetic not only easier, but more understandable and intuitive and probably ‘more
enjoyable. The material was removed far enough from the standard curriculum that even I had to
give it some thought before I could do what they were doing, which is quite impressive for
students still in elementary school! 1 realized right away that the methods enabled the students to
come. 10 a much deeper understanding of valuable concepts that would service them well as their
math instruction progressed.

After attending this demonstration I immediately decided to try to enroll my danghter into
Connections when she reached school age. She ended up atiending Chiefess Kapiolani
Elementary School for Kindergarten, since her older brother was in his last year there, but I was
able to eoroll her into Connections last year as a first grader. Since my flexible university
schedule allowed, I was also able to volunteer in her class, which I wanted to do to show her that
her father cares about her education, and to get to know more about the unique aspects of
Connections. I volunteered for an hour each Wednesday, helping the students with their reading.
Each week I worked with a group of Vanessa’s peers, sometimes with Vanessa but mostly with
other groups of students, and I supervised their reading and interacted with them in an intuitive
manner. Her teacher, Ms. Booth, is a wonderful teacher. She always gave me a short written
sheet with directions, including what to emphasize and the types of questions I might ask the

Ll/,.
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students as we read the stories. The students seemed to enjoy my presence and always offered a
warm “Hi Dr. Anderson” when they saw me, both in the class and outside the school when we
happened to run into each other. They still go out of their way to say hello now that Vanessa is
in the second grade and my schedule no longer aflows me time to volunteer. It is my plan that
Vanessa continue with Connections at least through elementary school, but quite possibly
through middie and high school.

What I have found about Connections is that in addition to the excellent academics that require
students to go beyond the standard curriculum to make the necessary “connections” that lead 1o a
deeper understanding, something T also require in all of my university courses, is that it is a very
pleasant environment in which the students spend their academic life. I actually like faking
Vanessa into the building every moming. - Everyone that works there obviously enjoys working
there. The kids like being there. I like talking to the staff, administrators, employees, and the
kids that T now know. It’s clear that they have gone out of their way to make Connections a
unique and vibrant environment in which learning is encouraged and engaging. Vanessa misses
school when she has time off and is happy when Monday comes along, and tells me about her
kappy day when I drive her home. I think this philosophy of a great work environment comes
from the top and spreads to the very bottom. Iam not the only one volunteering at Connections.
It seems to be more of a philosophy of a better way of doing things at Connections than at other
schools with which I have been associated. Get the parents involved and the kids will benefit.

When the administration became aware of my math teaching expertise they did not hesitate 1o
ask me to give a presentation to the entire K-12 teaching staff, to pass along my thoughts on the
challenges and opportunities facing them as they transition to the new national Common Core
Standards. I was happy to oblige, as I was then preparing a talk on that very subject, and I hope
everyone was able to take something home from that presentation. My point is, they went out of
their way to utilize every resource to help them improve their school and also to meet their
upcoming challenge. This is typical of the attention to detail I have noticed at Connections.

The one thing that Vanessa missed as a first grader, and still misses as a second grader, and the
one aspect of Connections that is somewhat deficient, is open space for a playground for recess
and exercising, It is certainly not enough to make me consider moving Vanessa elsewhere, but
as a consequence the teachers must frequently take Vanessa’s class on short excursions to the
park and other venues for exercise. This is inadequate and Connections really needs a new
facility. It is not as safe taking the students on walking excursions, and the fear of rain, which
can occur frequently in Hilo makes any extended stay outside problematic. This would not be
the case if they had a playground adjacent to their classrooms, where they could quickly retum to
class in the event of inclement weather. They could also use an auditorium with a stage and all
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the other amenities found in schools with a “normal” venue. While I enjoy entering the historic
- Kress building and marvel that they had the insight to begin a school in such a great venue, in
order for Conuections to truly spread its wings and reach its full potential it needs the new
Kaumana campus. It is also a major inconvenience having the high school physically located
across town. Although I am as yet unfamiliar with the difficulties this presents, it’s not hard to
imagine that the Connections “family” atmosphere must suffer, The parents, teachers,
administrators, staff, and Connections supporters are willing to do whatever we can to help this
laudable effort. Please give your strongest consideration to this wonderful effort for this
wonderful school, and do not hesitate in the least in contacting me if there is anything else I can
do to assist you in your decision. '

Sincerel

Dr. Mitchell Anderson
Mathematics Professor
Univessity of Hawaii at Hilo
mitch@hawaii.edu
808-345-3331
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AR " Berlinda Sipinga
- e - 8-A period 3
w2 ve% -8 P 3 27 Connections in Kaumana
-~ ~There is a new kid in class and some kids don't like the new kid. They thifik §he is no goodjust -~~~ -~

because of the way she looks. That is exactly what.some people who live in Kaumana think of us, They
don't want us building a school up there, Someone has even posted some bumper stickers on our doors.
They say that we will vandalize their property when we are up there, so why come and vandalize our
property. I think we should have a nice place fo learn in. I bet, if Hilo and Waiakea DOE schools were to

. build a school up there, people would have no problem because they are a public schoo} and we are a

. charter school.

Like I said before ,we should have a nice place to learn. Not in a building that is falling apart. Our
school is literally falling apart. We have pipes up above us. Did you know that our walls don't even go all
the way up? We can hear the class next to us. It is sad knowing that we are not welcomed up in Kaumana.
The people that don't want us up in Kawmana should give us a chance. When there is a fire drill it is
difficult for Lauren to get out of the building. Lauren has bone cancer and if is hard for her to get out of
the building because she has a hard time walking down the stairs to get out. When or if we get to build a
school up in Kaumana it would have a preschool for your little ones.

Like I said we would be building a preschool up there. I bet that would be really helpful for your
parents with litfle kids. It would help yon get to work on time if there was a school right there for your
kids. We would also have a dorms up there for our exchange students. It is so that parents don't have to
keep the exchange students in their house. You know just because we are a charter school it doesn't mean
that we are bad kids, whose parents are not all that wealthy, It just means that we would rather have our
learning methods a bit different form regular public schools. If or when we build a school up in Kaumana
it would really help some of you property owners.

If we were to build a school up in Kaumana then it would help out you land owners. Do you know

what would happen? It would bring up your property value because there is a school up there-Feow:

| SCANNED |
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there would be traffic because parents are trying to get their kids to school but it would also stop
speeding, If any one is caught speeding near the school they would be given a ticket for speeding, A_l__s_o
tratfic would not be all that bad because it would be at two different times. One at drop off, which is at
7am, and pick up which is at 2pm. Most of the people up there are either working or in school
themselves.

We should be able to build a school up in Kaumana becanse we deserve a nice place to learn. That
is what ] am trying to say. We should be able to build a school up there because the place we are in right
now is not the best place for people. Also we would have an eco-friendly school with a preschool and
elderly care. People who live up in Kaumana don't know at what kinds of good things we could bring to
their community. You know we should really be able to build a school up in Kaumana. I bet of Hilo Infer
or any public or private school was to build a school up in Kaumana, the residents would not have a
problem with them up there. What I am trying to get at is we should be given a chance to build school up

there, and we will try our best not to do anything that will upset the people who live up there.

By: Berlinda Sipinga
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My name is Shandon Pestano and I graduated ﬁ-om Connectlons back in 2009.
Connections would be such a better school if they were able to expand and build on the
Kaumana property. One thing Connections was short on when 1 attended there was space.
We were always so crowded and secluded. When we moved out to the Nani Mau gardens it
got a little better but we still didn’t have as much space as needed. We did what we could
but sports were hard. Of course boys love sports so trying to play sports in the small areas
we had were not enough. Kaumana would provide so much more space for the kids to get
out and exercise, which would help fight obesity, one of the many important issues are
country is focusing on fighting. The new property provides so much extra space and
enables out door activities for everyone.

Also, it would be great for Connections to get regular classrooms. Although middle
school at Kress was fun, I could hear the other kids and teachers in the other classes over
the wall. Because the rooms are simply divided by a short wall in between the two it was
easy to hear what was going on in the other class, Regular classes will provide a more
focused learning experience for everyone.

Connections staff, students, an_d parents will all benefit from the new facility up in
Kaumana.

Thanks for your time,

Shandon Pestano

| SCANNED
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Every time you stop a school, you will have to build a jail. What you gain at one end you lose at
the other. It's like feeding a dog on his own tail. It won't fatten the dog. ~Mark Twain

Ak

How would you feel if your children were denied a quality place to
learn? Well that’s what certain residents of Kaumana are trying to do,
by attempting to stop a new Connections Public Charter School from

being built. But we deserve to have a nice place to learn that will
increase the quality of our education.

Education benefits everybody, not just students. One of our most
important rights stated in the UDHR (Universal Declaration of Human
Rights) is the right to an education, and in order to do that, you must

have schools.
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Connections PCS in Kaumana!

Our school is not even a block away from the ocean, it is closer, and do you know that when we
have ﬁtsunami or earthquake out of the blue, we have a high risk of getting killed and getting injured.
We should have a right to build a CPCS in Kaumana because we will be an eco-fiiendly school, and we
need to be safety first at all times.

We should be able to build a Connections PCS in Kaumana because weneedtoneedtobe ina
safe area, just liks all the rest of the schools-(Waiakea, Hilo). If we get to build a school we will have a
safe place for the little ones especially... we would have a place to play outsides which is a good—uo 2
great thing because we should be apart to decrease child obesity in Hawail, We would have a clean air
environment and where grass grows where plants, trees grows efc, we need a bigger place for we want
yo be active and safe and everything else. This is one reason why we should be a safe school and active
and eco-fiiendly school.

Another reason why we should build a school in Kaumana because we will be a family school.
What I mean by this is that we will have a preschool and that will be a new thing to our schoo} because
we only start with kindergarten. We will also have an elderly-care included to our school which is a good
thing because you can just drop off your grandparents off at this new place and worry-free. We will bea
better place for you people that is living in Kaumana because we could also improve your neighborhood.
This is the second reason why we should be allowed to build our school in Kaumana,

The last reason why we should be able to build a school in Kaumana because they are judging
us,but they do not even know us, we are not a bad school where we rob the houses, we do not do this kind
of bad things. We won'"t create harm to our fellow neighbors.

We should be able to build schopl because our school is too close to the water and we wougga’
have a tsunami or earthquake out of the blue we need to be safety first. First reason is that we Will%fﬁ an

]
eco-friendly school. The second reason why we should is that we will include an elderly care and =

o2
==

preschool.
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207 KoY -8 Py 3 20 by Michael Scott

Do you ever get accuseq of being something your not? Or because of your race you aren't
welcomed to an occasion, you'r poor and rich people don't invite you to places? This shouldn't happen,
why do people always judge people on their appearance and what they think they are something based
on where they live, or where they go to school. They don't take the chance to know them. “Don't judge a
book by its cover”.

People are putting bumper stickers on our school, saying that there’s not going to be a school in
Kaumana, Imagine how the little children in our school feel? The rich people in the Kaumana
neighborhood are saying we're going to try to steal from their hou-ses. This is a very good school and has
always been a good school. We have a lot of good students, and even if we don't, we have 4 security
goards, This is a very good school and the Kaumana people don't even know us. We are benefiting them
more theﬁ we're hurting them.

We will make their property more valuable than it is. More people will want to come there and '
live there because theres a new school right there, They will get a lot more money because its arich
neighbo;'hood. People with money will want more to live there because of being so close to the school.
This school will be a very nice school and we will try to have a green school in order to have green
energy.

We are going to be eco fiiendly. We are going to use solar panels so its clean energy right from
the sun, this will be a good energy to use and we will recycle as much as possible. We are going to try to
help the environment as much as possible. We will benefit the environment we are living in.

You shouldn't judge people by just what you think there like, People are frying to stop us just
because just because they think were going to vandalize their property. We are benefiting them a lot with
our school, people will want to live next to a new school. We are going to help their environment as

much as possible. I don't like it when people accuse me of something I'm not about, do you? -

9890z9"
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nrurezn Connections In Kaumana
by: Sierra Longley Kaaumoana
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We need a new Connect'?%s campus in Kaumana, Some people think that we don't deserve this
school but if we were to build, the students will be able to have more activities and we would have more
of an opportunity for kids around the world to come and learn. Also the students would have a better
opportunity of education because we would have more room to add more things to help the students,
Some of the people think that we don't deserve to be up in Kaumana because they think we are going to
steal. Don't judge us before you get to know us. Our stadents and families are nice and honest people.

‘We would be improving the neighboorhood’s value. We would be helping the community by
growing gardens and plants. Connections school would be opening its doors to the community and entire
world! They should give us a chance in Kaumana before they judge us about what they think we are
going to do. We are not that kind of peopl'e. The people that are against Connections in Kaumana need fo
let us build a new school up there so we can get a good education.

Also the students need to be in a non-tsunarai zone. For exanple there was recently a tsunami
warning that was heading our way and imagine if that tsunami did hit we wouldn't even have a school
right now. We are in danger if that tsunarni, or in this case any tsunami, would hit, and not all of us would
be able to make it to a safe spot with all of the students that go to this school.

There are many, many, many reasons for our school to be in Kaumana such as, Connections
would have a much of a better environment for the sindents in Kaumana, and more, but we need this
school and some people that are in Kaumana are in the way of us having a good education. We are nice,

good, and honest people and with this school being able to get built we would be in a better community

and be able to get a better education. But some of Kaumana's neighboors are in the way of that.

P
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Connections should have a right to build a new school building. Most of the children and families
are nice and local, Children at Connections can help improve Kaumana's community. Connections could
help the community and the environment by planting plants and going solar, we could help the
community by giving children a school close to their homes, Children at Connections should be able to
get an education and build a school in Kaumana.

Someone is protesting that there shouldn't be a Connections in Kaumana. Someone stuck stickers
on the Kress building saying “No Connections in Kaumana”. People ave putting up signs in their
neighborhoods saying the same thing “No Connections”. We should be able to have a place that was
originally designed for a school. We need actual classrooms and more space to leaxn, We should be able
to build a Connections in Kaumana,

Our school should be able to build a new improved school for us and other children. We should
be able to have actual classrooms and more space to learn, Other children can have a more improved and
better more child friendly neighborhood. But people keep protesting against it by putting up sign's in their
neighborhood's saying “No Connections in Kaumana”. If we could build a new Connections campus in
Kaumana we would have actual classrooms and a better education. Connections can help the community
by giving a school closer to their homes. If people keep protesting against Connections in Kaumana we
might not be able to give children a safe and better community and school in their community. All the
children that go to Connections or will go to Connections in the future deserve a new, more improved

place to learn.

’JS 02’?
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How would you feel if if someone judged you by which school you go to? I think that people
should get to know us before you start to judge us, How would you like it if someone that doesn't know
you went and vandalized or put signs up on something you truly love? We just want to be educated,but if
people are stopping us by vandalizing our school and pufting up signs saying "No connections in
Kaumana!!” We won't get our new school and might not be able to get educated.

We ate nice people with a lot of respect for other people and we just want somewhere where we
can learn and play outside. It feels like we are being stereotyped. We want to be educated and not start
problems with people we don’t know,but people are trying to stop us and it hurts every one of us that
goes to Connections Public Charter school, You shouldn’t be judging us if you don't even know us. We
deserve to have a real school where we can actually go outside to learn and all that other stuff that other
schools do outside for their leamning time. We are hard working kids and shouldnt be going through this.

We don’t deserve this,we work hard five days a week and it’s hard for some of us especially when
we have to wake up early in the morning and go straight to school work, We have little ones that come to
school and have to listen to what is going on and it doesn’t only hurt us it hurts them too. I think that you
should let us build our school up in kaumana and we will show you how hard working kids we are,then

you will think that it was wrong to judge us and also vandalize our school.

08202
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To Whom It May Concern: g ey -5 P %79
Hello, ‘

My name is Ipoleiokalani Boyd and I am a former graduate of Connections
Public Charter School, class of 2008, Being both a student and now an outsider I
am able fo give my opinion from both sides not just one, As a student of
Connections I know how much of a difference this property in Kaumana will make,
started at Connections when it first opened up in the downtown Kress building, at
first it was cool because of all its history but as time went by it became just a
building, a building that we were stuck in for 8 long haurs, Don't get me wrong T
enjoyed going to Connections but I can't imagine how much of a difference it would
have been if we were oh a regular campus able to do outside activities, The
Katmana property would make school so much more enjoyable for the kids not to
mention educational. The agriculture program alone would open bigger possibilities
for the children. Children need to be hands on and experience things first hand
instead of just being told about it, the Kaumana property will enable this for their
future students.

As an outsider I can say that these kids are caliling out for bigger space. I
currently serve the lunches 1o the students, so I watch them throughout the
entire day. The Kaumana property would open up a whole new meaning to the word
"RECESS". The kids are crying out for freedom here. Could you itmagine playing and
letting loose in a school cafeteria with over 50 other kids? You can imagine the
"FUN" that they are able to have. The eutdaors, the fields, the plants, the
possibilities that lay within this property is endless. Connections Public Charter
School would be able to provide their students with an entirely different meaning
of education. Right now the kids do with what they got but imagine how they will
feel when they are able to grow their own food and then prepare and eat it as well.

As a school we were always ONE ohana, which is « little hard when you are
located on two different campuses, Being able to have the entire ohana on one
campus would be like home, everyone together under one roof. The older students
would be able to work with the younger ones and vice versa, Being separated was
always a hard thing for us because we were constantly going back and forth 1o be
with one another (assemblies, events, classes, etc), this would eliminate this
problem, everyone in one area.

Needless to say I am completely for this property. I know how much it would
mean and the differences it would make for all students. Connections has great
ideas set up for this property, allowing their students with multiple educational
learning methods.
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Being born and raised on the Big [sland | wanted my children to have a positive, safe, unprejudicial
education. Connections has provided that and more for my children for over four years now and they
are excelling. My son started out at St Joseph and did not excel. |have also been teaching several
dance classes at the schoot for over 3 years now and | know the children.

Connections is an excellent school with the same reputation. If it was not there would not be a waiting
list for students to attend.

{ am appalled that peaple from the Big Island, that are supposed to show equality and Aloha have

decidedto show their prejudiced judgmental behavior towards the children of Connections, the childran
of Hawaii, You shoufd be immensely ashamed of yourselves.

My children are the grandchildren of Dr. Joseph Bratton whomis a highly regarded psychologist who has
also worked with the children and people of Hawaii for decades. My mother has been a RN for the

hospitat and for Hawaii for years and is now a highly respected, recognized artist whom represents
Hawaii,

Are you saying that my children, their grandchildren are delinquents? My children are very good
students and my oldest son, Alexandre is already making plans for attending university and beyond. He
is also a green belt at Master Terry Canda’s Tae Kwon Do Club. Are you also implicating that a 5" degree

black belt teaches delinquets? Are you saying my son’s friends that | have known for over 4 years are
delinguents?

Are you aware in these unfortunate economic fimas that vour property value will excei? When the
school is built,

Aren’t we supposed to support, encourage and educate our young children of Hawaii, for a-rimpi;_q\,.red —_
future for us all?

/ﬂ% V'//é&/ /A i
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The purpose of this written statement is to outline the reasons ﬁhy'l?sﬁppﬁﬁ*ﬂié\%o‘nstruction ofa
Connections Public Charter School carnpus in Kaumana. As a product/graduate of the Hawaii
Public school system; and now a father of two children who attpﬂl gﬁphﬂé"éﬁgﬂs,gi ismy opinion
that the school should be built. My reasons are as follows: ]

Alocha,

One:

In general, charter schools have addressed a huge hole in Hawaii’s Public School System.
Geographically; charter schools have been and are able to, service communities where with out
them, school children would have to travel outrageous distances to attend school. Academically,
charter schools have the unique ability to steer their curriculum in ways that accommodate
student needs that are lacking in other established DOE schools. Sccially; charter schools have
been and continue to be the catch all for students who are troubled, defined as needing SPED
resources, and even those students that are just not motivated to perform in their current
environment. Connections, in y opinion, is the poster child for what can be done through
school, to address, and or solve these and many other issues surrounding the education and well
being of the children of Hawaii,

Two:
Kaumana is an area where Connections will be able to continue to broaden its academic and
social development capabilities. The campus in Kaumana will facilitate hands on learning by
relating text book concepts to physical real world situations. For example, students will be able
to see how math corresponds to farming and how reading and writing correspond to ones ability
to explain and fllustrate real world situations. In addition, students will be able fo examine first
hand the issue of invasive species, their effect on the environment, and will be able to use critical
. thinking skills as they attempt to address this issue. Suffice to say, a plethora of opportunities
await the students of Connections if this campus is built. Moreover, it will allow the students of
Connections the opporturity to spend time outside in a safe area; something that is very hard to
accommodate at the moment with the current campuses.

Three:

Kaumana will offer opportunities for students to experience things unlike any campus before it
Tt is obvious that we need to think outside of the box in regard to preparing students for life after
school. This is a bold attempt to do just that. I encourage the opposition fo read through the
literature that outlines how Connections plans to use the campus, before blindly saying no to a
project that has such a great deal of potential in regard to educating and preparing students for
life after school.

In Closing:

It is impossible to list all of the amazing and wonderful opportunities having a campus in
Kaumana will give the students of Connections. It is very unfortunate that this fact is lost upon
those opposing the campus. Listing all of the possible adverse affects of having the school in
Kaumana, most of which are unfounded and ot simply illogical, by the opposition shows the lack
of understanding and willingness to compromise for the betterment of our children. I strongly
encourage you to support this endeavor.

Best regards,

SCANNED
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To: Windward Planning Commission Meeting of 11-9-2012
Re: Connections Public Charter School in Kaumana

My work schedule does not allow me to attend this meeting in person and 1 thauk you for the opportunity to
express myself via writing.

1 am a parent of a child who attends Connections PCS. At considersble expense and sacrifice to my family,
I have relocated part of my family to Hilo from Kau so that my son could have a better edncation. My
famnily is separated during the week asmy child aud Irent a home in Hilo, and then, on the weekend we
return to Kan where my son’s father, my husband, remains to operate our ranch.

There are at least 4 other children, that 1 know of, from other families, that also incurred the expense and
family sacrifice of moving part of their families from Kau fo Hilo during the week to go to Connections
PCS. Other families recognize the need for and are willing to make these sacrifices for a better education.
And I know of over a dozen more families from Kau that would seek better educational opportunities for
their children too, if possible.

There are many reasons why we chose to enroll our son in Connections PCS. Besides the obvious
consideration for effective education, we chose Connections PCS so that our child could establish himself in
a school that would eventually take him thra high school. Options for high school are extremely limited on
this jsland, We want a safe place for our son and & school that puts gducation first.,

Today, my son and his classmates are complementing their didactic education about US History, by
learning about the legislative process first hand - he and his classmates are among the audience.

Please sapport the Connections PCS in Kaumana so that the children of this island have a choice for a safe
and better education, With a good education, my son will have a bright future aud maybe, some day, even
pasticipate on a commission such as this, and make important decisions for the good of his community.
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Dear Windward Planning Commissioners:

| write this letter in support of Connections Public Charter School request to build their school
in the Kaumana location. | am a resident of the Kaumana community, a science educator, and a
parent of two young boys who attend Connections Public Charter School. Thereatthree
fundamental reasorfwhy | wish for you to cansider and approve their application to build their
schoo! on the Kaumana site,

1. Safety of students, staff and faculty-Current location of the kindergarten/middle school
location is in a Tsuanami evacuation zone, our students are at risk of iife and injury if a natural
disaster were to take place within a school day.

2. Quality of Education-The Kaumana site allows for science based inquiry to take place due to
its location to natural resources. Science based inquiry is an essential component in promoting
science literacy. The Kaumana site will allow for endless opportunities for teachers from various
grade levels to articulate and create aligned curriculum centered on the unique environment of
the location. Such learning opportunities are essential for student because they promote
responsibility to land, responsibility to host culture, and responsibility te their community. At
the current location, such activities are limited due to the high amount of traffic at the Kress
Building site. Leaving educational site can be dangerous [e.g. crossing busy streets] and
expensive since funding for bus transportation is limited,

3, Limited Funding and Resources: All charters schools in the State of Hawaii get less funding
per pupil than the Department of Education Traditional Schools. Charter schools do not get any
allocation for facilities; this money has to come from external resources such as grants. Such
grants are limited and often difficult to obtain when funding is low. Having a site sponsored by
two government agencies [State of Hawali and the USDA] reflects a commitment to education
hy charter school students. The Kaumana site was selected because it was land we could afford
due to not having 100% access of facility funds offered to Traditional DOE schools. We need
vacant land to achieve our educational mission. The Kauman site is ideal because of its location
and limited associated cost because of land donation by the State.

| understand there are reservations with those who directly live on or near the site of the

schools location. Concerns related ta traffic can be addressed with proper planning
SCANNED
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cooperation, and putting the interest of student’s education first. We are talking about a school
that is needed in our community, one that provides learning opportunities for a diverse
population of students with special needs and interest. Such a school is not found inthe
Kaumana area, and this is why this specific school is attractive to parents that value a quality
educational experience. This is the only school in this area that allows the environment to be
part of the education curriculum. No other site promotes curricufum based on land
management and sustainability. Cansidering our children are the future generation, they should
have access to resources which promote their learning.

It is discouraging to see signs, which convey a message of “hate, anger, and Jack of
understanding” about the value of a school and education. This location is found in area in
which the median household income is more than $80,000.00/household. This population has
benefited educational opportunities. We only ask that the same opportunities be provided to
our students. The message of opponents was clearly stated in a recent town hall meeting
where they accused our students of reducing their property value and increasing crime because
a small percentage of our students come from high crime areas of our island. Most of our
students come from central Hilo, Kaumana is as much as their backyard as those that reside on
Edita street. The cave system that the school will be built on extends to many areas of the east
side of this island, like the cave system, the school is also a connector of people. The opposition
has not offered to give us land in other areas of our town, nor offered much alternatives for our
school other than placing signs of HATE on their lawns. Our land was accessed in a legal and just
manner. We just want the right to use it to achieve the mission of the school; educating
children.

Please consider our request. 1t is the pono thing to do for our children, our future generation.

Aloha,

/7

Mario Patifio, National Board Certified Teacher, Masters of Life Science-University of Maryland.
Science Educator
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