From: DBEDT LUC

To: Quinones, Natasha A

Subject: FW: City & County of Honolulu IAL Petition

Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 2:39:12 PM

Attachments: KLRF Proposed Designation of Important Aaricultural Lands.pdf

Public testimony IAL

From: Pepito Paguirigan Sr. <pep37cg@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 2:13 PM

To: DBEDT LUC <dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov>
Subject: City & County of Honolulu IAL Petition

Dear Mr. Orondenker,

Attached was a copy of my letter regarding the City and County of Honolulu proposals for the
Designation of Important Agricultural Lands for the KLRF subdivision.

As stated in the letter, the Dept. of Agriculture confirmed that the quantity of irrigation water was
insufficient to designate KLRF as an IAL in February 2013. Another reason why it does not meet the
designation was explained in the letter.

Mr. Orondenker, there has been over a half-a-dozen front-page story on the Star-Advertiser,
regarding many violations on the KLRF Subdivision. We ask and pray for your honest decision and to
please delay the IAL designation approval until the Court decide what is the nature of ownership.
Farmers purchased the property as subdivided lot under ACT 271, HRS 205-4.5, 17(f) as lots of
record. We want to have our farm we can call our own.

Sincerely Yours,
Pepito R, Paguirigan


mailto:dbedt.luc.web@hawaii.gov
mailto:natasha.a.quinones@hawaii.gov

SENT: via E-Mail, Registered Mail.

From: Pepito R. Paguirigan — Kunia Farmer
268 Kilea PI.
Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786

To: Mr. Daniel Orodenker — Executive Officer
Hawaii State Land Use Commissibn
235 South Beretania St. Suite 406
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Date: April 23,2021

Re: City & County of Honolulu Proposed IAL Designation for KLRF Subdivision

Dear Mr. Orodenker,

The Department of Agriculture back on February 2013, turned down the petition for
designation of the Kunia Loa Ridge Farmlands Subdivision as an Important Agricultural Land,
(IAL). Reason was due to inadequate water to support farming. Since the Lot Owners were not
provided copy of the petition, Farmers are not sure what other reconsiderations was included
besides the designation as Important Agricultural Land, (IAL).

Mr. Orendeker, just to be clear, KLRF Subdivision was the name of the project and KLRF was not
the legal owner of the property which is under Court litigation since June 2005. KLRF was a
Community Farmer’s Cooperative (COOP), created under the Hawaii nonprofit Corporation Act,
HRS 414D, Revised Statutes registered with DCCA on October 27, 2009.

Also, understand that the scope for the hearing was limited to what the City has done in
connection with petition, and my position at this time was to explain why the KLRF Subdivision
was not ready and does not merit the designation as Important Agricultural Land (IAL) for the
following reason:

1. The Dept. of Agriculture pointed out insufficient water to support farming and ranching.
2. \Whether there was more than sufficient water, the design and construction of the
gravity-fed Water System was not geared to provide necessary amount of water for
farming or ranching, (estimated cost charged per acre $9,360).
a. Each subdivided lot under ACT 271, HRS 205-4.5, 17(f), ranging is size from 5 —
acres to 32 acres was provided a stub-out with water meter 5/8” X %”, the size of






small garden hose. During peak hours, based to my experience for Lot 38, it’s
just air coming out from the meter which was being billed and charged as water
usage. One Farmer complained that the meter recorded 8 million gallons
without a drop of water and my next-door neighbor was billed $1,700, hardly
using water.

'b. Other major problem which does not merit the AL, designation was the cost of
Services and water. The water comes from a Kunia deep well but it was recently
switched to City recycled wastewater. Nonprofit KLRF charged $3.50 per
thousand galions compare to other farmlands using fresh water estimated at a
cost of $1.00/thousand gallon. Cost of services rendered by Nonprofit KLRF
charge lot owners $85.00/acre, monthly, compare to other Farmlands which
charged estimated cost of around $75.00 monthly per lot — not per acre. ’

c. Farmers have since stop using the City recycled wastewater to raise green leafy
vegetable. Farmers raising chicken and animals does not want to use the
recycled water, instead they bring own water from their house.

Mr. Orodenker, we urge the City and the State to visit what is going on at the KLRF Subdivision.
You’'ll find out exactly if it deserves the merit as an Important Agricultural Land, (IAL)

If you have any question or need additional information, please let me know. My Phone
number was (808) 729-5707 and e-mail address is pep37cg@gmail.com.

Sin erely Yours

[ g

pstoF( Paguirigan

cC:
Office of the Mayor

Office of the Governor.






