
THOMAS J. KAIAKAPU – Kauai Wildlife Manager  
Department of Land & Natural Resources - Division of Forestry & Wildlife  
3060 Eiwa Street, Rm.306 Lihue HI 96766 
Thomas.J.Kaiakapu@Hawaii.gov  (808) 274-3433 

BACKGROUND and EXPERIENCE – 35 years of wildlife conservation and management – Hawaii DLNR 

• Currently manages the Kauai Branch Wildlife Management Program
o Wildlife Staff – 4 Wildlife Biologists and 4 Wildlife Technicians

o Hawaiian goose management program
 Nene Recovery Action Group
 Banding and monitoring program
 Wailua State Park Nene habitat development project

o Hawaiian waterbird and wetland program
Kauai-wide waterbird surveys and inventory  
Kawaiele wetland sanctuary management  
Mana Plains wetland sanctuary development project 
Koloa moali recovery working group 

o Hawaiian seabird program
 Island-wide seabird surveys and inventory
 Banding and monitoring program
 Lehua Island seabird sanctuary restoration project
 Moku ae’ae seabird sanctuary management

o Hawaiian forestbird program
 Assist the Kauai forestbird recovery project (KFBRP) in the Alakai Wilderness Preserve

o Public Hunting program
• Game mammal hunting program
• Game bird hunting program
• Game Management Advisory Commission

AWARDS 

• 2019 USFWS – Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Champion
• 2016 Safari International – Hawaii Wildlife Conservation Officer of the Year
• 2014 Hawaii Department of Land & Natural Resource – Team of the Year – Nene Air Safety Relocation

Team

EDUCATION 

• University of Montana – BS - Wildlife Biology
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