
March 31, 1976

Ka ai Pla ning Commission
4280 Rice Street
Lihue j. Kauai 96766

A tentions Mr. Brian Nishimoto
Planning Direc or

Gentle en;

At its meeting on March 29  1976, t e Land Use
Commission voted to approve a Special Permit to
Princeville Corporation. (SP76 236)  o allow  he re 
activation and, e  e sion of an, existing airs r p
situate  in, the Agricultural District a  Princeville
Hanal i, Kauai, ide  ified as Tax Map Key 5 3-3•
parc l_ 6 and a portion of parcel 2; subject to 'the
conditions i  osed  y  he Kaua  Co nty Planni ncr
Commission.     

A copy of the staff memoran um is enclosed fo 
your information.

Very truly yours,

jrau. eSUL'Us ¦UilUJ.'Hj

cc
Ac ing Ex cutive OfficerEnds,

Princeville Corp.
Tax  ssessor, Kauai
.Real Pro erty  ax Assessor, Dept, of Tax,
Property Tech ical Office, " 
Tax Maps  dministrator, »







STATE OF HAW II
LAND USE COMMISSION

Minutes of Meeting

DPED Conference Room
Honolulu, Hawaii

March 29, 1976 - 9:30 a.m.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Eddie Tangen, Chairman
Stanley sakahashi, Vice Chairman
Charles Du e
Colette Machado
Mitsuo Oura
Carol  hitesell
Tanji Yamamura
Edward Yanai

fipproVicL

COMMISSIONER ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

James Carras

Ah Sung Leong, Acting Executive Officer
Michael Marsh, Deputy Attorney General
Dora Horikawa, Clerk Reporter

Ray Russell, Court Reporter

DDITION TO THE AGENDA

It was mo ed by Commissioner  hitesell and seconded by Commis¬
sioner Duke to add the adoption of minutes to the agenda. The motion
was unanimously passed with the following votes:

Ayes: Commissioners Duke, M chado, Oura, Whitesell, Yama ura.,

Yanai, Sakahashi, Chairman Tangen

DOPTION OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Vice Chairman Sakahashi, seconded by Commissioner
Yamamura, the minutes of February 12 and 20, 1976 were unanimously

approved.



The agenda was rearranged to take action on the Special Permit

first.

AC ION

APPLICATION BY PRINCEVILLE CORPORATION (SP76-236) FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT
TO ALLOW THE REACTIVATION AND EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING HA ALEI AIR¬
STRIP AT PRI CEVILLE, KAUAI

Mr. Leong, Acting Executive Officer, presented a summary of the
pertinent facts contained within the staff memo (see copy of report
on file), and oriented the Commission to the area under petition with

the aid of the District map.

It was mo ed by Vice Chairman Sa ahashi, seconded by Commissioner
Oura, to approve the Special Permit, subject to the 7 conditions
imposed by the Kauai Planning Commission. The motion was unanimously

carried.

A75-400 - HENRY R. MEYER, OTTO S. MEYER, ALEX I. ECUSA
TO RECLASSIFY APPROXIMATELY 10.3 ACRES FROM CONSERVATION TO
AGRICULTUR L AT KAPUAOKOOLAU, MOLOKAI

in the matter of the boundary amendment petition by Henry R.
Meyer, et al. Docket A75-400, a hearing was conducted in Molokai on
January 23, 1976 by Mr. Ben Matsubara, Hearing Officer. Chairman
Tangen referred:the Commission to the Hearing Officer's, repott,.includ¬
ing his recommendation, which had been distributed earlier (see copy

in file) .

Mr. Leong identified the existing surrounding uses, highways,
shoreline, etc. in relation to the subject property.

It was noted that this was the first instance of a hearing having
been conducted by a Hearing Officer, and that the observations, findings
and conclusions in his report were significant and pertinent to the
petition. Therefore, it was moved by Commissioner Duke and seconded by
Commissioner Yamamura to adopt the Hearing Officer's Findings and
Conclusions, and to approve the petition.

During the discussion that followed. Commissioner Whitesell recom¬
mended that the following be included in the Commission's findings:

1. The request conforms to the County General Plan

2. The request was approved by the Molokai Advisory Committee
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It was suggested by Mr. Marsh that the conclusions could include

the follo ing:

1. Agricultural designation would be more appropriate than'
Conservation for the subject parcel

2. The proposed uses are permitted within the  gricultural
District, the amendment conforms to the standards of Rule 2.2
of the District Regulations., not violati e of Chapter 205-2,
HRS, and is consistent with the interim land use policy

The Chair called for a vote on the motion before the Commission,
and the Commissioners were polled as follows:

Ayes: Commissioners Duke, Whitesell, Oura, Machado,
Yamamura, Sakahashi, Yanai, Chairman Tangen

Absent: Commissioner Carras.

The motion was carried.

A75-401 - AMPAC COMMUNITIES I C. - HAWAII
TO RECLASSIFY APPROXIMATELY 65.4 ACRES FROM AGRICULTURAL TO
URBAN AT LAHAINA, MAUI

in the matter of the boundary amendment petition by Amfac
Communities Inc. - Hawaii, Docket A75-401, on which a hearing  as held
on January 15, 1976, the Commission discussed and reviewed the follow¬
ing documents which had been previously distributed to the Commission
members, prior to taking action on the petition:

1. Petitioner's Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law

2. Comments of the Department of Planning & Economic Development
on the Petitioner's proposed Findings and Conclusions

3. Maui County Pla ning Department's letter dated March 22, 1976

(See copies on file)

Since there were no objections from any of the parties. Chairman
Tangen declared that the following document was adopted by the Commission

Petitioner's Motion, dated March 5, 1976, to correct tra script
of the hearing held on  anuary 15, 1976 on Docket A75-401

(see copy on file)
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STATE OP HAWAII
LA D USE COMMISSION

MEMORANDUM

TO i

FROM;

SUBJEC ;

Land Use Commission March 29,
9:30 a.m.

Staff

SP76-236 - Princeville Corporation

1976

' Mr. Donn a*. Car swell. Vice President and Project Manager
of Princeville Corporation has submitted a Speci l Permit reques 
to allow t e reactivation an  extension of an e isting airstrip
situate  in the Agricultural District  t Prince ille, Hanalei, Kauai,
The subject property comprises approximately 20 acres  escri ed as
Tax Map Key 5-3-li parcel 6 and a portion of parcel 2. It is located
mauka of Kuhio Highway and approximately 1.7 miles east of t e main
entrance to the Prince ille de elopment.

By le ter dated September 26, 1975, the petitioner has
submitted the follo ing to support the requests

1.  he intent of this  pplication is to complete the
phased de elopment of this pri ate airstrip as
originally conceive  fifteen  ears ago. The strip
ill augment scheduled airli e and surface trans¬

portation to Kauai. To adequately handle t in
e gine air taxis and charters (Cessna 402"s) the
existing strip must be extende  in length to 3300
fee .  he presence of t e strip  ill ha e a
significantly  ositi e effect on  isitors flying to
Prince ille from Honolulu and Maui. It  ill benefit
Nor h Shore residents by reducing tra el time to
Honolulu b  an hour-, and open up a direct freight
ca ability to the Nort  S ore.

2.  he presence of direct air ta i flig ts to Prince ille
will augme t transportation  o t e North S ore an 
ill h  e an effect in reducing the groun  traffic

between Lihue and Hanalei.

3. Four e isting air ta i operators have expresse 
interest i  fl ing into Prince ille,  it  a s op inu
Li ue if required. ' Se eral pilots o ning private
planes ha e expresse  interes  in t e strip.



4. A minimum amount of pasture land (20  cres)  ill be
removed from production and will be re laced by more
intensive use of other marginal pasture on the
Prince ille Ranch.

5. T e first p ase of t is stri   as built in I960. It
as used continuously by crop dusters and air taxis

ferrying customers to the Hanalei Plantation until
1972. The last use of the  irstrip  as in the 1972-
1973 period.

he petitioner states that  he airstrip will ultimately
be comprise  of 3 acres of stabilized im er ious surface, parti lly
pa e  initiall . Approximately 2.02 acres are in parcel 6 and 0.98
acre in parcel 2. He indicates that the abundance of agricultural
acreage, reflecte  by the 2,923 acres comprising  arcel 2 owned by
Prince ille Ranch, justifies the request.

he preliminary construction plans for im ro ements to
Prince ille  irs ri  consisting of a co er sheet and a  aerial map
entitled "Ge eral Plan"  ere transmitte  by the County, The plan
s o s the followings

1. A 40' x 3,400s ru way.

2.   200* safety area at eac  en  of t e ru /ay.

3.  n area adjacent to Kuhio High ay containing a  in 
cone, auto and aircraft par ing.

in a letter date  January 6, 1976, t e petitioner addresses
concerns ex resse  by the State Department of Health o  noise le els.

copy of a noise stu   for a  ind ard Oa u airport prepared for the
irports Di ision, Department of Transportation,   s submitted

indicating that at 1,000 feet, the noise le els in dB(A) for a Cessna
402 is 70 for o erflight, 70 for landing and less t an 80 at takeoff.
These compare  ith noise le els in  B(A) of 120 for roc  music, and
70-75 for dog  ar i g. The petitioner offered to run simulated tests
at the strip  it  a Cessna for t e Planning Com ission's e aluation.

Records transmitted b  the K uai Count  Planning Department
indicate the follo ing:

A public hearing was held by the Planning Commission on
t is matter on December 10, 1975, Ho e er, o  the ad ice of their
counsel, the Kauai Pla ning staff recommended a re- earing on the
petition, and this  as subseque tl  con ucted on Februar  25, 1976.
The substance of the  iscussion at the February 25, 1976 re-hearing
is summarized belo :
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1. The nearest residence from the subject site is
approximately 3,600 feet.

2. Approximately 10% of the 450,000 people visi ing
K anapali on the island of Maui flew in on the
Kaanapali airstrip.

3. It is antici ated t at t e Princeville airstrip
will accommodate 1 or 2 fligh s a day initiall ?
but it is envisioned th t t is will be increased
to an a erage of 4 flights a day-~2 scheduled and
2 ch rtered. Aircraft  ill be the twin engine
Cessna 402 or Queenair Beecheraft, holding 8 to 9
persons. Due to topograp  , there will be no
further expansion of the airs rip. Prince ille  ill
ei her operate the strip i self or lease it  o an
operator.

4. With regard to the noise factor, peti ioner in icated
that the duration of t e noise is  er  brief and that
no ad erse communi   reac ion is anticipated. He
agreed that there  ill be distraction to the motorist.
Howe er, this  ill be a total of 24 out of a 1,440
minute da .  n identification sign on the approach to
the airstrip will alert motorists and t ere is
sufficient clearance from t e high ay. The minimum
ertical flight clearance from residences in the area

will be 1,000 feet. Use of the airstrip will be
controlled, no night operations will be permitted unless
during eme gencies. Petitione  noted that the e  ere
no recor ed complain s in  he prior use of the Ha alei
Plantation ai strip nor a y problems related  o the
Ranch's crop dusti g operations.

5. Mr. Red Johnson, Kenai Helicop ers pilo , supported
the proposed facility and indicated that perhaps as
m ny as 100 flights a day were conducted on this sa e
airst ip to fertilize the ranch. He estimated that
the crop duster ai craft woul  generate 3 times more
noise than a modern, light t in engine craft, whose
engine generates be ween 210 to 270 HP and has mufflers
on.  he crop duster generates 350 HP and is operate 
it out mufflers.

6. Mr. Da e Anderson, pilot i  ol ed in cons ruction at
Prince ille, indicated that the norm l take off
direction is northeast;  he approach would be over
Hanalei Ba  or the moun ai s mau a.
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7. In reply to several concerns raised by Miss Jo Ann
Yukimura, the petitioner indicated that the use of the
airstrip will be monitered and controlled and if any
acti ity becomes a nuisance and gets out of control,
they can  eny an aircraft t e use of the strip because
it is a pri ate facilit .

8. A fire hydrant will be installed, and ultimately,
restroom facilities  ill  e added.

9. Letters in su port of the proposal  ere receive  from
the follo ings

Letter dated February 10, 1976 from Jac  Perry,
airline captain and Pri ce ille resident, anticipates
no noise or pollu ion  roblems.

Letter dated Fe ruary 23, 1976 from Mrs. Maile
sing Semite ol, "long time resi ent of Hanalei",

anticipates increased jo  o portunities and
security.

etter dated February 24, 1976 from Ro  B. Po ell,
President, Prince ille at Hanalei Community  ssocia¬
tion would provide a needed transportation lin  to
the Nort  S ore.

Letter dated February 25, 1976 from Burt Tsuchiya,
Louie Gonsal es, Jr., Jerome Hew and  bel Medeiros 
would benefit econom , lessen congestion at Lihue
airport and high ay, and t e travel time to Nort  s ore,

10. Pertinent comments recei ed from  arious agencies
are as follo s;

W TER DEP R MEN  - no objections si ce the   a e
no  ater system in the  icinity nor woul  domestic
water sources be affected.

FIRE DEPARTMENT - strongl  recommends the pro isions
of a fire  ydrant and access for fire truc s.

ST TE  IRPORTS DIVISION - concurs with the reacti¬
ation of Hanalei Airport and urges appro al of the
pecial Permit.

FEDER L  VI TION  DMI ISTR  IO  - based on a
pre ious aeronautical stu   a d the revised construction
plans, the F    as no objections to the proposed
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facility and is issuing a FAA determination of "No
Objection to the Proposal".

STATE HIGHWAYS DIVISION - no objections,6 * 8 however,
t e agency requested t  t construction plans be
forwarded for revie  and appro al and further
recommen ed that gra ing and drainage plans be pre¬
pared and that construction com ly  ith State High ay
Di ision requirements.

NORTH SHORE IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE - recommends
appro al of the Special Permit.

On Februar  25, 1976, the Kauai County Planning Commission
appro ed the special Permit subject to the following conditionss

1.  irstrip  use an  control s all be li ited to air
taxi, pri ate, and crop  usting aircraft, as
represented b  the applicant and permitted by P  
relati e to the standards for this size airstrip.

2.  s recommended by the Fire Department, a fire
hydrant be located  ithin t e site and access be
pro ided for fire trucks to enter the field area.

3.  ccess to and de elopme t of t e subject site shall
be su ject to the appro al of the High ays Di ision,
State Department of Transport tion, and include
grading and drainage plans. The applicant shall
inclu e " otes for Constructio   it in the State
Right-of-wa " on the construction plans.

4. Prior to actual de elopment, the applicant compl  wit 
the requirements of the Federal   iation  dministration.
Prince ille Corporation shall com ly  it  F   require¬
ments regarding notification of airstrip de elopment
by filing Form 5010 with t e FA .

5.  ll aircraft utilizing the qtrip shall a oi  o erflying
populated areas, shall take off and land only during
daylight hours, and shall utilize the fligh  pat s as
represented by the applicant. Emergencies are specifi¬
cally e empted. Failure to comply  ith any of t e
foregoing conditions shall be sufficient grounds to
re o e this appro al.

6. In compliance  ith adopted La   Use Commission Regula¬
tions, t e applicant shall establish the use  ithin
1 year of Special Permit appro al by the La d Use  'Commission.
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<7:. Prior to and during any development, construction
and use, all applicable Federal, State an  County
laws, co es,, ordinances, rules an  regulations be
com lied with.

It is noted that the Kauai County Planni g Commission acte 
on this petition on Febru r  25, 1976, the same day that the re-hearing
as concluded. Howe er, Section 205, HRS, requires that I'the planning

commission shall ac  on the petition not earlier t an fifteen days
after the public hearing". A  the  riting of this report,  e  ave been
ad ised that t e Kauai Planning Commission will act to reaffirm its
February 25, 1976 action at its meeting on March 24, 1976.
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