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9.0 PARTIES CONSULTED DURING PREPARATION OF THE 
DRAFT AND FINAL EIS 

9.1 Environmental	Impact	Statement	Preparation	Notice	(EISPN)	

Early	consultation	to	discuss	the	development	of	the	Keālia	Mauka	Homesites	(“Proposed	Action”)	
was	conducted	by	the	Petitioner,	Keālia	Properties,	LLC,	and	its	consultants.	Early	consultation	was	
held	with	several	County	of	Kaua‘i	agencies,	including	the	Planning	Department,	Department	of	
Housing,	Department	of	Public	Works	and	Department	of	Water.	

Following	this	initial	consultation,	an	Environmental	Impact	Statement	Preparation	Notice	(EISPN)	
was	prepared.	The	EISPN	was	prepared	in	accordance	with	the	requirements	of	Hawai‘i	Revised	
Statutes	(HRS)	§343	and	Chapter	200	of	Title	11,	Hawai‘i	Administrative	Rules	(HAR)	in	support	of	
the	Petition	for	a	State	Land	Use	District	boundary	amendment.		

Notice	of	the	EISPN	was	published	in	the	November	23,	2017	edition	of	the	Office	of	Environmental	
Quality	Control	(OEQC)’s	bi‐monthly	The	Environmental	Notice.	The	EISPN	was	available	for	
viewing	and	download	from	the	OEQC	web	site,	and	hard	copies	were	available	at	the	Hawai‘i	State	
Library	(Hawai‘i	Documents	Center),	Kapa‘a	Public	Library,	and	Līhu‘e	Public	Library.	The	agencies,	
groups	and	individuals	listed	below	were	notified	in	writing	of	the	EISPN.	

The	30‐day	EISPN	public	comment	period	ended	on	December	26,	2017.	Parties	providing	written	
comments	are	identified	below	with	an	asterisk	(*).	Table	9‐1	summarizes	the	EISPN	comments	
received.	Copies	of	all	EISPN	comment	letters	and	response	are	included	at	the	end	of	this	chapter.	

9.1.1 PARTIES	CONSULTED	DURING	THE	EISPN	

Federal	

Department	of	Agriculture,	Natural	Resources	Conservation	Service	
Department	of	the	Interior,	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service*	
Department	of	the	Interior,	Geological	Survey,	Pacific	Islands	Water	Science	Center	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	
	
State	of	Hawai‘i	

Department	of	Agriculture	
Department	of	Accounting	and	General	Services*	
Department	of	Business,	Economic	Development	and	Tourism	
Office	of	Planning*	
Strategic	Industries	Division	
Department	of	Defense*	
Department	of	Education,	Facilities*	
Department	of	Hawaiian	Home	Lands	
Department	of	Health*	

(Separate	letters	received	from	DOH	Environmental	Planning	Office,	Kaua‘i	District	Health	
Office,	Safe	Drinking	Water	Branch,	and	Hazard	Evaluation	and	Emergency	Response	(HEER)	
Office)	
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Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources	
Commission	on	Water	Resource	Management*	
Division	of	Forestry	and	Wildlife*	
Land	Division*	

DLNR	State	Historic	Preservation	Division	
Department	of	Transportation*	
University	of	Hawai‘i,	Water	Resources	Research	Center*	
Office	of	Hawaiian	Affairs	
	
County	of	Kaua‘i	

Fire	Department	
Housing	Agency	
Human	Resources	
Department	of	Planning		
Police	Department	
Department	of	Public	Works*	
Transportation	Agency*	

(Letters	received	from	The	Kaua‘i	Bus	and	Transportation	Agency)	
Department	of	Water	
	
Elected	Officials	

U.S.	Senator	Brian	Schatz	
U.S.	Senator	Mazie	Hirono	
U.S.	Representative	Tulsi	Gabbard	
Senator	Ron	Kouchi,	State	Senate	District	8	
Representative	Nadine	Nakamura,	State	House	District	14	
Mayor	Bernard	P.	Carvalho,	Jr.		
County	Council	Member	Mel	Rapozo	
County	Council	Member	Ross	Kagawa	
County	Council	Member	Arthur	Brun	
County	Council	Member	Mason	Chock	
County	Council	Member	Arryl	Kaneshiro	
County	Council	Member	Derek	Kawakami	
County	Council	Member	JoAnn	Yukimura	
	
Utilities/Other		

Kaua‘i	Island	Utility	Cooperative	(KIUC)	
Keālia	Water	Company	Holdings,	LLC	
Keālia	Kai	Homeowners	Association*	

(Letters	received	from	residents	Karen	Gibbons;	Jirair	and	Aderineh	Saralou;	and	Ross‐boy	and	
Cindi	Link)	

Wailua‐Kapaʽa	Neighborhood	Association	
Keālia	Town	Tract	residents	(Ka‘ao	Road	and	Hopoe	Road),	Kamole	Road	residents	
The	Garden	Island	
Honolulu	Advertiser	
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9.1.2 SUMMARY	OF	EISPN	COMMENTS	

KEALIA MAUKA HOMESITES 
SUMMARY OF EISPN COMMENTS (as of 1/23/2018) 

Federal Agencies Contact Comment 
Ltr. Date 

Notes 

USFWS Michelle Clark 12/27/2017  No designated critical habitat in vicinity. 
Listed waterbird species that may occur or 
transit include Hawaiian stilt, Hawaiian 
coot, Hawaiian gallinule, and Hawaiian 
duck, Hawaiian goose, Hawaiian petrel, 
Newell’s shearwater and band rumped 
storm petrel. 

 Recommend incorporating mitigation for 
Hawaiian goose (Nene) 

 Recommended mitigation for Hawaiian 
seabirds including shielded outdoor lights, 
motion sensor switches on outdoor lights, 
avoid night construction during fledging 
period (Sept. 15-Dec 15) 

 Recommend mitigation for Hawaiian hoary 
bat, including not disturbing woody plants 
greater than 15 ft tall during birthing and 
pup rearing season (June 1-Sept. 15) and no 
barbed wire fencing 
 

State Agencies Contact Comment 
Ltr. Date 

Notes 

Accounting and General 
Services  

 1/17/2018  No comments 

Department of Defense Shao Yu Lee, O‘ahu 
Land Manager 

12/1/2017  No comments 

Department of Health, 
Environmental Planning 
Office 

Laura Leialoha 
Phillips McIntyre 

12/14/2017  Consider health from broad perspective, 
account for social, economic and 
environmental determinants of health and 
well being 

 Standard comments regarding water quality, 
wastewater systems, clean air, noise, Phase I 
ESA, DCAB 

 EPA has developed environmental justice 
(EJ) mapping and screening tool called 
EJSCREEN. Attached EJSCREEN report 
for project area. 
 

DOH Kaua‘i District 
Health Office 

Gerald N. Takamura 12/22/2017  Use of individual wastewater systems not 
allowed. Have engineer submit plans for 
wastewater treatment works. Wailua WWTP 
capacity around 50% but there are other 
proposed housing developments 

 Standard comments regarding noise, dust, 
solid waste, clean water, NPDES, etc. 
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DOH Safe Drinking 
Water Branch 

Jennifer Nikaido, 
SDWB Engineer 

12/27/2017  Submit signed water agreement to SDWB 
for review when construction plans 
submitted.  

 Project is substantial modification to Keālia 
Water system. Projects proposing 
substantial modification must receive 
approval by Director prior to construction or 
modification in accordance with HAR. 

 Standard comments regarding dual water 
system 

DOH-HEER Randall John Peard Email 
12/19/2017 

 EIS approval or future development should 
be conditioned on assessment for potential 
of soil contamination from past sugarcane 
production activity. This is standard 
recommendation from DOH for all new 
residential or commercial developments. 

 If site only formerly used as sugarcane 
growing fields, chemicals of potential 
concern to be evaluated in soils limited to 
arsenic and organochlorine pesticides. 

 If Phase 1 ES reveals other sugarcane 
operations, additional chemicals of concern 
are required to be investigated for those 
areas 

DOE-Facilities 
Development 

Heidi Meeker, 
Planning Section 

12/22/2017  Schools serving project area are Kapa‘a 
Elementary, Kapa‘a Intermediate, Kapa‘a 
HS. Kapa‘a Elementary excess capacity 
expected to be eliminated over next 5 
years. Kapa‘a Intermediate has capacity 
for 125 additional students, expected to 
remain same. Kapa‘a HS is overcapacity 
by 100 students. 

 DEIS should include discussion on 
whether project meets zoning and code 
requirements that allow for construction of 
Additional Dwelling Units (ADU) to assist 
DOE estimate number of students 

DLNR-CWRM and 
DOFAW 

Russell Tsuji 12/28/2017 CWRM 
 Standard comments related to water 

resources (coordinate with County and 
Hawaii DOA, use BMPs for stormwater 
management) 

 Discuss water requirements for potable and 
non-potable water, identify two wells and 
capacities, and water conservation and 
efficiency measures. Provided info on 
several wells. 

DOFAW 
 Hawaiian hoary bat has potential to occur. 

Recommends avoiding barbed wire and no 
disturbing woody plants during bat 
birthing and pup rearing season (June 1-
Sept 15) 

 Hawaiian goose (Nene) has been observed 
in mauka pasture lands adjacent to Kūhiō 
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Highway. Recommend survey be 
conducted during fall/winter nesting 
season between October and March to 
determine if birds are using area 

 Recommend shielded lights to minimize 
impacts to seabirds 

DLNR-Land Division Russell Tsuji 12/21/2017 Engineering Division 
 Standard flood hazard comments 

 
Office of Planning 
(addressed to 
Matsubara & Tabata) 

Josh Hekekia, CZM 
or Tomas J. 
Oberding, Land Use 
Division 

1/18/2018  Attached “Issues of Concern in District 
Boundary Amendment Proceedings Based 
on LUC Decision-Making Criteria”. 
Should be addressed 

 DEIS should address population increase, 
development schedule 

 Address Hawai‘i State plan objectives, 
policies, guidelines 

 Address CZM objective and policies 
 Address stormwater runoff, wetlands, 

watershed, etc. 
Office of Planning 
(same as letter above 
but addressed to 
Hawai‘i Management 
Services) 

Josh Hekekia, CZM 
or Tomas J. 
Oberding, Land Use 
Division 

1/25/2018  Attached “Issues of Concern in District 
Boundary Amendment Proceedings Based 
on LUC Decision-Making Criteria”. 
Should be addressed 

 DEIS should address population increase, 
development schedule 

 Address Hawai‘i State plan objectives, 
policies, guidelines 

 Address CZM objective and policies 
 Address stormwater runoff, wetlands, 

watershed, etc. 
University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, Water Resources 
Research Center 

Darren T. Lerner 12/7/2017  WRRC does not have capacity to review 
EISPN 

Department of 
Transportation 

Noren Kato 12/14/2017  TIAR should address: existing and future 
ped and bike use along Kūhiō Highway. 

 Gated, unused access on Kūhiō Highway 
via Kealia Road should be noted in TIAR. 

 No direct access shall be permitted from 
site onto Kūhiō Highway. Project should 
include stipulation in the title documents 
for parcels adjacent to Kūhiō Highway that 
direct vehicle access onto Kūhiō Highway 
is not authorized. 
 

County of Kauai Contact Comment 
Ltr. Date 

Notes 

Department of Public 
Works 

Stanford Iwamoto, 
engineering division 

12/21/2018  Address air quality, drainage downstream, 
Kealia Rd use 

 TIAR should assume roundabout at Kūhiō 
Hwy & Mailihuna Rd as proposed by 
HDOT 

 TIAR should include trip generation and 
distribution for listed roadway segments 
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The Kaua‘i Bus Jeremy Kalawaia Lee Email 

12/18/2017 
 County of Kaua‘i Transportation Agency 

would like to be kept abreast of any 
development actions 
 

Transportation Agency 
(Lee Steinmetz, County 
Transportation Planner) 

Lee Steinmetz, 
Transportation 
Planner 

Email 
12/18/2017 

 Include multimodal analysis of project to 
address: 

o  bike and ped access from project 
area to Kealia Beach and Ke Ala 
Hele Makalae 

o to Kapa‘a Elementary, St 
Catherin School and Kapa‘a HS 

o to Kaua‘i Bus mainline and 
potential improvements to bus 
stops serving project area 

o onsite and offsite improvements 
that could support mode shift 
goals in County Multimodal Land 
Transportation Plan 

 
Other Contact Comment 

Ltr. Date 
Notes 

Kealia Kai Owners 
Association 

Adrian Saralou, 
KKHOA President 

12/19/2017  Concern #1, Traffic—project will increase 
traffic in already congested north end of 
Kapa‘a. Evaluate project access including 
necessary improvements to Kūhiō 
Highway 

 Concern #2, Density—Not ideal from our 
personal vantage point but from overall 
island perspective, probably acceptable 
tradeoff to provide needed affordable 
housing. Hsg would be better located 
closer to Kapa‘a. 

 Concern #3, View from Kūhiō Hwy—may 
be eyesore from highway and Kealia Kai. 
Consider 300’ setback as required for 
Kealia Kai. 22 homes adjacent to Kūhiō 
Highway should be eliminated and 
replaced with green area. 

 Other concerns—impact on public 
services, potable water, ag water, property 
values, loss of quality ag lands. 

Jirair and Aderineh 
Saralou, Kealia Kai 
residents 

Jirair and Aderineh 
Saralou 

12/21/2017  Not enough info to discern petitioner’s 
intention for developing remaining 2000 
acres 

 Alternative plan with fewer home sites and 
larger lots appears to fit area more 
appropriately 

 Potential LUC approval will affect several 
characteristics of area—agricultural and 
grazing land, open space, traffic, public 
services, ag water, surrounding property 
values, County budget 
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Karen Gibbons, Kealia 
Kai resident 

Karen Gibbons 12/18/201
7 

 House lots not restricted to Kaua‘i 
residents and could open door to another 
1,000 to 1500 people moving to Kaua‘i 

 Where are comparable density 
residential areas on ag land? What does 
it look like? 

 Why use B rated ag land for compact 
housing? 

 Access to and from Kealia Rd 
intersection is challenge. Consider 
access to subdivision north of project 
across Kealia Kai’s entrance from 
Kūhiō Highway 

 Noise impacts due to increase people 
and cars 

 Visual impact will be devastating 
Ross-boy and Cindi 
Link, Kealia Kai 
owners 

 12/26/201
7 

Provided input to KKOA letter. Personal 
perspective on concerns and potential 
solutions: 
 Concern #1, Traffic--additional light 

almost certainly necessary 
 Concern #2 Density--ask that developer 

agree no further subdivision will occur 
in TMK 4-7-004:001 

 Concern #3 View from Kūhiō 
Highway—Ask for setback from 
highway similar to Kealia Kai. Delete 
homes adjacent to Kūhiō Highway and 
replace with green area. 
 Other concerns—impact on public 

services, potable water, ag water, 
property values, loss of quality ag 
lands. 
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9.2 DRAFT	ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	STATEMENT	(DEIS)	

The	Draft	Environmental	Impact	Statement	(DEIS)	for	the	Proposed	Action	was	prepared	taking	
into	consideration	the	comments	received	during	the	EISPN	review	period.	Notice	of	availability	of	
the	DEIS	was	published	in	the	May	8,	2018	edition	of	OEQC’s	The	Environmental	Notice.	The	DEIS	
was	available	for	viewing	and	download	from	the	OEQC	web	site,	and	hard	copies	were	available	at	
the	Hawai‘i	State	Library	(Hawai‘i	Documents	Center),	Kapa‘a	Public	Library,	and	Līhu‘e	Public	
Library.	The	agencies,	groups	and	individuals	listed	below	were	notified	in	writing	of	the	DEIS.		

The	45‐day	DEIS	public	comment	period	ended	on	June	22,	2018.	Parties	providing	written	
comments	are	identified	below	with	an	asterisk	(*).	Table	9‐3	below	provides	a	summary	of	DEIS	
comments	received.	Copies	of	the	comment	letters	and	responses	are	included	at	the	end	of	this	
chapter.	

9.2.1 PARTIES	CONSULTED	DURING	DEIS	

Federal	

Department	of	the	Army,	U.S.	Army	Corps	of	Engineers,	Regulatory	Branch*	
Department	of	Agriculture,	Natural	Resources	Conservation	Service	
Department	of	the	Interior,	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service*	
Department	of	the	Interior,	U.S.	Geological	Survey,	Pacific	Islands	Water	Science	Center*	
Environmental	Protection	Agency,	Region	IX,	Pacific	Islands	Contact	Office	
Department	of	Commerce,	National	Marine	Fisheries	Service	
Department	of	the	Interior,	National	Park	Service,	Pacific	Islands	Support	Office	
Commander,	Naval	Facilities	Engineering	Command	Pacific	
Department	of	Transportation,	Federal	Aviation	Administration	
Department	of	Transportation,	Federal	Transit	Administration	
Department	of	Transportation,	Federal	Highways	Administration	
Department	of	Homeland	Security,	Coast	Guard,	Commander	14th	Coast	Guard	District	
	
State	of	Hawai‘i	

Department	of	Agriculture	
Department	of	Accounting	and	General	Services*	
Department	of	Business,	Economic	Development	and	Tourism	

DBEDT,	Strategic	Industries	Division	
Land	Use	Commission*	
Office	of	Planning*	
Department	of	Defense*	
Department	of	Education*	
Department	of	Hawaiian	Home	Lands	
Department	of	Health,		

Environmental	Health	Administration	
Environmental	Planning	Office	
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Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources*	
DLNR	Land	Division*	
Engineering	Division*	
Land	Division‐Kaua‘i	District*	
Division	of	Forestry	and	Wildlife*	

DLNR	Commission	on	Water	Resource	Management	
DLNR	State	Historic	Preservation	Division	
Department	of	Transportation*	
Department	of	Transportation,	Statewide	Transportation	Planning	Office	
DOT	Deputy	Director	of	Highways	
University	of	Hawai‘i,	Water	Resources	Research	Center	
Office	of	Hawaiian	Affairs	
	
County	of	Kaua‘i	

Fire	Department*	
Housing	Agency	
Department	of	Human	Resources	
Department	of	Planning*	
Police	Department*	
Department	of	Public	Works*	
Kaua‘i	Transportation	Agency	
Department	of	Water*	
Office	of	Economic	Development	
Kaua‘i	Emergency	Management	Agency	
	
Elected	Officials	

U.S.	Senator	Brian	Schatz	
U.S.	Senator	Mazie	Hirono	
U.S.	Representative	Tulsi	Gabbard	
Senator	Ron	Kouchi,	State	Senate	District	8	
Representative	Nadine	Nakamura,	State	House	District	14	
Mayor	Bernard	P.	Carvalho,	Jr.		
County	Council	Member	Mel	Rapozo	
County	Council	Member	Ross	Kagawa	
County	Council	Member	Arthur	Brun	
County	Council	Member	Mason	Chock	
County	Council	Member	Arryl	Kaneshiro	
County	Council	Member	Derek	Kawakami	
County	Council	Member	JoAnn	Yukimura	
	
Utilities	

Kaua‘i	Island	Utility	Cooperative	(KIUC)	
Keālia	Water	Company	Holdings,	LLC	
Keālia	Irrigation	Company,	Inc.		
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Media	and	Libraries	

The	Garden	Island	
Honolulu	Advertiser	
Honolulu	Civil	Beat	
Hawai‘i	Tribune	Herald	
West	Hawai‘i	Today	
Maui	News	
Moloka‘i	Dispatch	
	
Libraries	
	
Hawai‘i	State	Library	
Līhu‘e	Public	Library	
Kapa‘a	Public	Library	
University	of	Hawai‘i	Hamilton	Library	
Legislative	Reference	Bureau	Library	
University	of	Hawai‘i,	Kaua‘i	Community	College	Library	
UH	Edwin	H.	Mookini	Library	
UH	Maui	College	Library	
	
Organizations	and	Individuals	
	
Keālia	Kai	Homeowners	Association	
Wailua‐Kapaʽa	Neighborhood	Association*	
Sierra	Club	of	Hawai‘i,	Kaua‘i	Group*	
Kaua‘i	Board	of	Realtors	
Kaua‘i	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Kaua‘i	Planning	and	Action	Alliance	
All	owners	on	adjacent	Ka‘ao	Road,	Hopoe	Road,	and	Kamole	Road	subdivisions	
Jirair	and	Aderineh	Saralou	
Ross‐boy	and	Cindi	Link	
Tim	Reis	
Karen	Gibbons*	
	
(Responses	received	from	the	following	private	individuals:	Barbara	and	David	Beasley,	Marj	Dente,	
David	Dinner,	Marge	Freeman,	Karen	Gibbons,	John	Harder,	Mark	Henley,	Sharla	Kalauawa,	Agnes	
Marti	Kini,	Sylvia	Partridge,	Adam	Roversi,	Gabriela	Taylor,	Valerie	Weiss)	
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Aaron Nadig, Island Team Manager 
U.S. Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service 
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office 
300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3‐122 
Honolulu, HI 96850 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 27, 2017, 01EPIF00‐2018‐TA‐0105 

 
Dear Mr. Nadig: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 27, 2017, referenced above. Your letter 
confirms that there are no federally designated critical habitat within the immediate project 
vicinity. You note that several federally listed species may occur or transit through the project 
vicinity, including several species of Hawaiian waterbirds, in particular the endangered Hawaiian 
stilt (Himantopus mexicanus knudseni) known to nest in areas with ponding water. You also cite 
the Hawaiian goose or Nēnē, known to occur in the northeast portion of Kaua‘i, and Hawaiian 
seabirds that may traverse the area at night during the breeding season (March 1 to December 
15). Outdoor lighting could result in seabird disorientation, fallout, injury or mortality. The 
Hawaiian hoary bat roosts in both exotic and native woody vegetation across all islands and 
overfly the project area on a seasonal basis. The removal of vegetation has the potential to 
temporarily displace individual bats and young bats during the pupping season.  
 
An avian and mammalian survey of the site was completed for the project, and will be included 
in the Draft EIS. The Draft EIS will summarize the survey results, describe the listed species, 
identify the project’s potential impacts, and recommend mitigation measures to avoid and 
minimize impacts, if appropriate. 
 
A copy of your comment letter has been forwarded to the project’s biological consultant for 
their information. Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you 
for your input on the EISPN. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Colonel Neal S. Mitsuyoshi, P.E. 
Chief Engineering Officer 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Defense 
Office of the Adjutant General 
3949 Diamond Head Road 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96816‐4495 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 1, 2017 

 
Dear Colonel Mitsuyoshi: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 1, 2017, indicating that the State of Hawai‘i 
Department of Defense has no comment on the above referenced project.  
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you for your input on 
the EISPN. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Ms. Laura Leialoha Phillips McIntyre, AICP 
Environmental Planning Office 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Health 
P.O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI 96801‐3378 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 14, 2017 

 
Dear Ms. McIntyre: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 14, 2017 referenced above. We appreciate 
your providing references and links to so many useful and pertinent sources of environmental 
data. We will review DOH’s standard comments and strategies for healthy and sustainable 
design, and regulations and requirements of the Clean Water Branch, Wastewater Branch, and 
Clean Air Branch. We appreciate the references provided pertaining to hazardous waste and 
noise, the Hawai‘i Environmental Health Portal and DCAB.  
 
A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment that included the project has been completed and will 
be discussed in the Draft EIS. The EIS will also discuss conformance with Hawai‘i’s Complete 
Streets law, pedestrian corridors and other social influences on public health.  
 
Thank you for the link to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental Justice (EJ) 
mapping and screening tool (EJSCREEN) and for including a copy of the EJSCREEN Report for the 
project area.  
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Gerald N. Takamura, Chief 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Health 
Kaua‘i District Health Office 
3040 Umi Street 
Līhu‘e, Hawaii 96766 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 22, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Takamura: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 22, 2017 providing additional comments to 
those submitted by the DOH Environmental Planning Office. We offer the following responses to 
your comments: 
 

1. The project civil engineers have held preliminary discussions with the County of Kaua‘i 
Department of Public Works, Wastewater Management Division. The County indicated 
that it would service the proposed subdivision, but that they typically do not issue “will 
serve” letters until the developments have obtained zoning approvals. The Draft EIS will 
discuss the existing and proposed wastewater system and estimated wastewater 
generation quantities.  

2. The Draft EIS will describe the existing Keālia Water System (KWS), source wells, and the 
project’s proposed water system. The KWS is owned by the entity Keālia Water 
Company Holdings LLC (Water Company). There is a Water Service Agreement between 
the KWS and the owners of the subject property, which allows a daily aggregate of 
300,000 gallons of potable water per day to be reserved for the use of the owners of the 
project site. This is sufficient to meet the potable water needs of the project.  

3. The applicant will comply with Title 11, HAR Chapter 11‐26, Vector Control prior to site 
clearing. 

4. The applicant will comply with Title 11, HAR Chapter 11‐46, Community Noise Control 
during the construction phase of the project. 

5. The project will comply with Title 11, HAR Chapter 11‐60.1, Air Pollution Control, to 
prevent or minimize fugitive dust caused by construction work.  

6. All construction waste will be disposed of in accordance with Title 11, HAR, Chapter 11‐
58.1, Solid Waste Management Control. No open burning of waste will occur. 

7. Acknowledged. 
8. The project will comply with the state’s antidegradation policy, designated uses, and 

water quality criteria as cited. 
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9. The project will comply with applicable NPDES requirements for discharges of 
wastewater, including storm water runoff, into State surface waters. 

10. Acknowledged. 
11. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch has been asked to comment on 

the project as part of the EISPN process. There is no proposed work in, over or under 
waters of the U.S., and it is not anticipated that the project will impact waters of the 
U.S. 

12. Project will comply with State Water Quality Standards. 
13. The proposed subdivision includes two proposed detention basins on site. Storm water 

generated from each individual lot within the project area will be directed to the 
nearest downstream street or natural drainage way that will collect the storm water and 
convey it to the detention basins on site. The detention basins will moderate the storm 
flows and allow infiltration back into the soil. Post‐development runoff will be less than 
that of current undeveloped conditions. Drainage issues and recommendations will be 
discussed further in the Draft EIS. 

14. Project will comply with applicable National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit requirements. 

15. All discharges related to project construction and operation will comply with the State’s 
Water Quality Standards. 

 
A copy of your comment letter has been forwarded to the project’s civil engineering consultant 
for their information and incorporation into their report. Your letter and this response will be 
reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you for your input on the EISPN. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Ms. Joanna L. Seto, P.E., Chief 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Health 
Safe Drinking Water Branch 
2385 Waimano Home Road 
Uluakupu Bldg. 4 
Pearl City, HI 96782 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 27, 2017 

 
Dear Ms. Seto: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 14, 2017. We offer the following responses 
to your comments: 
 

1. A copy of the signed water agreement will be submitted to SDWB for review when 
construction plans are submitted. 

2. Plans for the water system improvements will be submitted to the DOH prior to 
construction of the proposed system or modification in accordance with HAR Section 
11‐20‐30, “New and modified public water systems.” 

3. The project will comply with HAR, Chapter 11‐21, “Cross‐Connection and Backflow 
Control” as applicable. 

 
Your letter has been forwarded to the project’s civil engineering consultant for their information 
and incorporation. Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We 
appreciate your input on the EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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Leslie Kurisaki

From: Scott Ezer
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Leslie Kurisaki
Subject: FW: Comment regarding Keälia Mauka Homesites EIS, on Kauai

FYI 
 

From: Peard, Randall John [mailto:randall.peard@doh.hawaii.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 12:17 PM 
To: Orodenker, Daniel E <daniel.e.orodenker@hawaii.gov> 
Cc: Scott Ezer <sezer@hhf.com>; moana@mskauai.com; Mow, Steven P <steven.mow@doh.hawaii.gov>; DOH.EPO 
<DOH.epo@doh.hawaii.gov>; Grange, Gabrielle Fenix <Gabrielle.Grange@doh.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Comment regarding Keälia Mauka Homesites EIS, on Kauai 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I recently saw information in the November 23, 2017 OEQC newsletter about the Subject proposed residential 
development project on Kauaʻi. I want to recommend, if this has not already been recommended by the Dept. of Health, 
that any EIS approval or future residential development at this location be “conditioned” on the requirement that the 
applicant’s environmental consultant conduct an assessment of the site for potential soil contamination from past 
sugarcane production activity on this site.  This is a standard recommendation from the Department of Health for all 
new residential (or commercial) developments on former sugarcane or pineapple agricultural lands … especially those 
that were in production after about 1912 when arsenic and subsequently pentachlorophenol (with dioxin contaminants) 
and possibly organochlorine pesticides were utilized for weed or insect control by the agriculture industry. These 
chemicals, now all generally banned due to unacceptable human or environmental health risks, are stable or persistent 
in the environment and sometimes still found decades after their use at levels that present unacceptable health risks … 
especially for kids in a proposed residential land use. Levels of these chemicals will vary depending on the past practices 
of the plantation that was in that area, nature of the work/operations on the specific site, and these factors vary 
significantly from location to location. Hopefully, levels are low on this particular site and will not present a situation 
where remediation of the soil would be necessary before development, but only good representative soil sampling can 
answer that question.  
 
If the proposed development area was only formerly used as sugarcane growing fields (based on best estimates from a 
quality Phase 1 ESA including aerial photos and other historical records, interviews, and a walkaround of the entire site) 
then the chemicals of potential concern to be evaluated in soils would  be limited to only arsenic and the organochlorine 
pesticides. If the Phase 1 ESA reveals there were other associated sugarcane operations on a portion of the site (e.g. 
pesticide storage or mixing areas, former camp housing, drum disposal areas, equipment storage areas), then additional 
chemicals of concern would be required to be investigated for those areas. Target chemicals for assessing former 
sugarcane or pineapple lands as well as HDOH‐approved sampling strategies and soil sampling methods are provided in 
the HDOH HEER Office’s Technical Guidance Manual (TGM; www.hawaiidoh.org).  Section 9.1 of the TGM includes 
specific guidance on selecting contaminants for the investigation of former sugarcane or pineapple lands, and Sections 
3, 4, and 5 provide detailed guidance on soil sampling strategy and sampling methods that should be followed. I also 
suggest that any soil sampling plan developed for the site be first reviewed and approved by the HDOH HEER Office … 
request for such as review can be made through contacting our main office in Pearl City on Oʻahu, at 808‐586‐4249. 
Once results of the soil sampling data is available, the HEER Office can also provide a “closure letter” documenting  “No 
Further Action” necessary if all soil contaminant concentrations are below applicable State Environmental Action Levels, 
or provide additional guidance regarding additional evaluation or remediation work if any contaminant(s) are detected 
above applicable Action Levels.   
 



2

As I noted above, these are standard recommendations by the HDOH HEER Office for former sugarcane or pineapple 
agricultural lands being converted to residential or commercial use, so are applicable to any similar current or future 
request for environmental impact review or land use change by the Reviewing Authority, unless the applicant has 
already investigated the extent of historic soil contamination on the former agricultural lands and has documentation to 
prove the soil sampling methods used were representative and soil contaminant levels for chemicals of potential 
concern were below applicable HDOH HEER Office Environmental Action Levels for residential or commercial use (as 
applicable).  
 
Thank you.  I understand that the comment period for this site extends through Dec. 26, 2017, so please include these 
comments in the record for review and response. Also, please let me know if you have any questions regarding these 
comments.  John 
  
 
John Peard, Remediation Project Manager  
Hawai‘i Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation & Emergency Response Office (HEER Office) 
Hawai‘i District Health Office 
1582 Kamehameha Ave., Hilo, HI  96720‐4623 
randall.peard@doh.hawaii.gov 
(808) 933‐9921 (office) 
 

 
--  
This message has been scanned for viruses and  
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is  
believed to be clean.  
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Randall John Peard, Remediation Project Manager 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Health 
Hazard Evaluation & Emergency Response Office (HEER) 
Hawai‘i District Health Office 
1582 Kamehameha Ave. 
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720‐4623 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Email comments dated December 19, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Peard: 
 
Thank you for your email sent December 19, 2017 providing comments from the DOH HEER 
Office. Your letter recommends that future residential development be conditioned on an 
assessment of the site for potential soil contamination from past sugarcane production activity. 
You indicate this is a standard DOH recommendation for all new residential (or commercial) 
developments on former sugar cane or pineapple agricultural lands, especially those in 
production after about 1912 when arsenic and subsequently pentachlorophenol (with dioxin 
contaminants) and possibly organochlorine pesticides were utilized for weed or insect control.  
 
A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was completed for a 2,000 acre area (comprised of 
several TMK parcels), which were at the time owned by Cornerstone Hawai‘i Holdings and Kealia 
Plantation. The Phase I ESA was as conducted for Kealia Plantation Partners Kaua‘i, LLC as part of 
their due diligence activities prior to purchase of the property. The 235‐acre Kealia Homesites 
project area is part of that 2,000 acre study area. The Phase I ESA (Belt Collins Hawaii Ltd, June 
2005) revealed previous land uses within the study area included a sugar mill, vehicle storage 
and maintenance, service station, and rodeo ring. The area also included above and 
underground storage tanks. According to maps provided in the document, these activities do 
not appear to have been conducted within the current Keālia Mauka Homesites project area.  
 
As recommended in your letter, soil sampling within the project area will be conducted prior to 
development of the site. A soil sampling plan, identifying chemicals of potential concern and the 
proposed testing methodology will be developed based on guidance in the DOH HEER Office’s 
Technical Guidance Manual. The sampling plan will be submitted to the HEER office for review 
and approval. Test results and recommendations will be submitted to your office, and a closure 
letter documenting “No Further Action” will be obtained. Additional evaluation and/or 
remediation work needed will be completed prior to the commencement of construction.  
   



 

Pacific Guardian Center  |  733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590  |  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone: 808.545.2055  |  Facsimile: 808.545.2050  |  www.hhf.com  |  email: info@hhf.com 

 
 
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Kenneth G. Masden II 
Public Works Manager 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Education 
Planning Section 
P.O. Box 2360 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96804 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment Letter dated December 22, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Masden: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 22, 2017. Your letter identified the DOE 
schools currently serving the proposed project area as Kapa‘a Elementary, Kapa‘a Intermediate, 
and Kapa‘a High School. You indicate that while Kapa‘a Elementary School currently has 
classroom capacity for approximately 29 additional students, this excess capacity is expected to 
be eliminated over the next five years. Kapa‘a Intermediate School has classroom capacity for 
about 125 additional students which is expected to remain the same, and Kapa‘a High School is 
over capacity by 100 students.  
 
It is anticipated that the majority of Keālia Mauka families will be Hawai‘i residents living on‐
island. The project is intended to provide housing opportunities for local families who are 
already part of the island population base, and their children are already attending Kaua‘i 
schools. However, it is possible that some of these families currently live outside the Kapa‘a 
region; therefore their children may be a new addition to enrollment at the Kapa‘a complex 
schools. The Draft EIS will estimate the number of school aged children generated by the 
proposed subdivision at the elementary, intermediate, and high school levels, based on 
standard DOE multipliers. It will also discuss what percentage of homeowners are expected to 
be existing Hawai‘i versus new residents.  
 
As requested, the Draft EIS will include a discussion on whether the project meets zoning and 
code requirements that allows for the construction of Additional Dwelling Units (ADU), in order 
to assist the DOE in estimating the number of students.  We are working with Ms. Heidi Meeker 
of your Facilities Development Branch to come up with these estimates. 
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Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOUJUJ. HAWAII 96S09

December 21,2017

Hawaii Management Services, LLC

Attention: Ms. Moana Palama

P.O. Box 1630

Koloa, Hawaii 96756

Dear Ms. Palama:

via email: moana(2'mskauai.com

SUBJECT: Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia
Mauka Homesites; Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the subject matter. The
Department of Land and Natural Resources' (DLNR) Land Division distributed or made

available a copy of your report pertaining to the subject matter to DLNR Divisions for their

review and comments.

At this time, enclosed are comments from the (a) Engineering Division and (b) Land

Division - Kauai District on the subject matter. Should you have any questions, please feel free
to call Lydia Morikawa at 587-0410. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Russell Y. Tsuji
Land Administrator

Enclosure(s)

ec: David Orodenker; Dept. of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
Daniel.e.orodenker(%hawaii.gov

Central Files
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SUBJECT:
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STATE OF HAWAU
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOUILU.HAWATT 96809

November 27, 2017

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
_Div. of Aquatic Resources

JDiv. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

JCEngineering Division
XDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

_0ffice of Conservation & Coastal Lands

X Land Division - Kauai District

X Historic Preservation

Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator

Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia Mauka
Homesites

Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai; TMK: (4) 4-7-004:001 (par.)
Kealia Properties LLC

Transmitted for your review and comment is information on the above-referenced project. We

would appreciate your comments on this project. Please submit any comments by December 21, 2017.

The EISPN can be found on-line at: http://health.hawaii.sov/oeqc/ (Click on the Current

Environmental Notice in the middle of the page.)

If no response is received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments. If you have

any questions about this request, please contact Lydia Morikawa at 587-0410. Thank you.

( ) We have no objections.
( ) We have no comments.

(</) Comments are attached. -
(

Signed: • __

Print Name: carty s- chanS. chief Engineer

Date: _____- _

Attachments

ec: Central Files
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DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ENGINEERING DIVISION

LD/Russell Y. Tsuji
Ref: Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia

Mauka Homesites, Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai;
TMK: (4) 4-7-004:001 (por.)

COMMENTS

The rules and regulations of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), Title 44 of

the Code of Federal Regulations (44CFR), are in effect when development falls within a

Special Flood Hazard Area (high risk areas). Be advised that 44CFR reflects the
minimum standards as set forth by the NFIP. Local community flood ordinances may

stipulate higher standards that can be more restrictive and would take precedence over the
minimum NFIP standards.

The owner of the project property and/or their representative is responsible to research
the Flood Hazard Zone designation for the project. Flood Hazard Zones are designated

on FEMA's Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), which can be viewed on our Flood

Hazard Assessment Tool (FHAT) (http://gis.hawaiinfip.org/FHAT).

If there are questions regarding the local flood ordinances, please contact the applicable

County NFIP coordinating agency below:

o Oahu: City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting

(808)768-8098.

o Hawaii Island: County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works (808) 961-8327.

o Maui/Molokai/Lanai County ofMaui, Department of Planning (808) 270-7253.

o Kauai: County ofKauai, Department of Public Works (808) 241-4846.

Signed:
CARTY S. CHANG, CHIEF ENGINEER

( / ^

Date:
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<<SUBIECT:

LOCATION:
APPLICANT:

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DmSION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU. HAWATT 96809

November 27, 2017

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
_Div. of Aquatic Resources

_Div. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

JCEngineering Division
XDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

_Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

Office of Conservation & Coastal Lands

JLLand Division - Kauai District
X Historic Preservation

Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator

Environmental impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia Mauka
Homesites

Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai; TMK: (4) 4-7-004:001 (por.)
Kealia Properties LLC

Transmitted for your review and comment is information on the above-referenced project. We

would appreciate your comments on this project. Please submit any comments by December 21, 2017.

The EISPN can be found on-line at: http://heaSth.hawaii.gov/oegc/ (Click on the Current

Environmental Notice in the middle of the page.)

If no response is received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments. If you have

any questions about this request, please contact Lydia Morikawa at 587-0410. Thank you.

( ) We have no objections.
( - ) We have no comments.

( ) Comments are attached.

Signed: •

Print Name:
Date:

u^^^\

Attachments

ec: Central Files

l/J^lJ^ ^ U^^n^W
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STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
LAND DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96809

December 2 8, 2017

Hawaii Management Services, LLC

Attention: Ms. Moana Palama

P.O. Box 1630

Koloa, Hawaii 96756

via email: moana(5)mskauai.com

Dear Ms. Palama:

SUBJECT: Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia
Maulca Homesites; Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the subject matter. In addition

to the comments previously sent you on. December 21, 2017, enclosed are comments from the

(a) Commission on Water Resource Management and (b) Division of Forestry & Wildlife on the

subject matter. Should you have any questions, please feel free to call Lydia Morikawa at

587-0410. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Russell Y. Tsuji

Land Administrator

Enclosure(s)

ec: David Orodenker; Dept. of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
daniel.e.orodenker(%hawaii.eov

Central Files
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAND DmSION

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU. KAWATT 96809

November 27,2017

MEMORANDUM

DLNR Agencies:
_Div. of Aquatic Resources

_Div. of Boating & Ocean Recreation

J(_Engineering Division
XDiv. of Forestry & Wildlife

Div. of State Parks

X Commission on Water Resource Management

Office of Conservation & Coastal Lands

X Land Division — Kauai District

X Historic Preservation
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FROM:
SUBJECT:

LOCATION:
APPLICANT:

'Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator

Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia Ivlauka
Homesites

Kawaihau District, Island ofKauai; TMK: (4) 4-7-004:001 (par.)
Kealia-Properties LLC

Transmitted for your review and comment is information on the above-referenced project. We

would appreciate your comments on this project. Please submit any comments by December 21, 2017.

The EISPN can be found on-line at: http://health.hawan.gov/oeqc/ (Click on the Current

Environmental Notice in the middle of the page.)

If no response is received by this date, we will assume your agency has no comments. If you have

any questions about this request, please contact Lydia Morikawa at 587-0410. Thank you.

( ) We have no objections.
( ) We have no comments.

( x ) Comments are attached.

Signed: /s/ Jeffrey T. Pearson, P.E.

Attachments

ec: Central Files

Print Name:
Date:

Deputy Director
December 21,

FILE
DOC

, 2017

ID:
ID:

B!E. 443-^
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
P.O. BOX 621

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809

SUZANNE D. CASE
CHAIRPERSON

WILLIAM D. BALFOUR, JR.
KAMANA BEAMER, PH.D.

MICHAEL G. BUCK
NEIL J. HANNAHS
PAULJ.MEYER

VIRGINIA PRESSLER. M.D.

JEFFREY T. PEARSON. P.E.
DEPLTTY DIRECTOR

December 21, 2017
REF: RFD.4737.2

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

FILE NO.:
TMKNO.:

Mr. Russell Tsuji, Administrator
Land Division

Jeffrey T. Pearson, P.E., Deputy Director
Commission on Water Resource Management

V,

Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the Kealia Mauka Homesites

RFD.4737.2
(4) 4-7-004:001 (par.)

Thank you for the opportunity to review the subject document. The Commission on Water Resource
Management (CWRM) is the agency responsible for administering the State Water Code (Code). Under the Code, all
waters of the State are held in trust for the benefit of the citizens of the State, therefore all water use is subject to
legally protected water rights. CWRM strongly promotes the efficient use of Hawaii's water resources through
conservation measures and appropriate resource management. For more information, please refer to the State
Water Code, Chapter 174C, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and Hawaii Administrative Rules, Chapters 13-167 to 13-171.
These documents are available via the Internet at httD://dlnr.hawaii.aov/cwrm.

Our comments related to water resources are checked off below.

|X| 1. We recommend coordination with the county to incorporate this project into the county's Water Use and
Development Plan. Please contact the respective Planning Department and/or Department of Water
Supply for further information.

II 2. We recommend coordination with the Engineering Division of the State Department of Land and Natural
Resources to incorporate this project into the State Water Projects Plan.

|X I 3. We recommend coordination with the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) to incorporate the
reclassification of agricultural zoned land and the redistribution of agricultural resources into the State's
Agricultural Water Use and Development Plan (AWUDP). Please contact the HDOA for more
information.

|X I 4. We recommend that water efficient fixtures be installed and water efficient practices implemented
throughout the development to reduce the increased demand on the area's freshwater resources.
Reducing the water usage of a home or building may earn credit towards Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification. More information on LEED certification is available at
http://www.usgbc.org/leed. A listing of fixtures certified by the EAP as having high water efficiency can be
found at http://www.epa.gov/watersense.

|X I 5. We recommend the use of best management practices (BMP) for stormwater management to minimize
the impact of the project to the existing area's hydrology while maintaining on-site infiltration and
preventing polluted runoff from storm events. Stormwater management BMPs may earn credit toward
LEED certification. More information on stormwater BMPs can be found at
http://planning.hawaii.gov/czm/initiatives/low-impact-development/

IX I 6. We recommend the use of alternative water sources, wherever practicable.

7. We recommend participating in the Hawaii Green Business Program, that assists and recognizes
businesses that strive to operate in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. The program
description can be found online at http://energy.hawaii.gov/green-business-program.

8. We recommend adopting landscape irrigation conservation best management practices endorsed by the
Landscape Industry Council of Hawaii. These practices can be found online at
http://www.hawaiiscape.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/LICH_lrrigation_Conservation_BMPs.pdf.



Mr. Russell Tsuji
Page 2
December 21, 2017

9. There may be the potential for ground or surface water degradation/contamination and recommend that
approvals for this project be conditioned upon a review by the State Department of Health and the
developer's acceptance of any resulting requirements related to water quality.

10 The proposed water supply source for the project is located in a designated water management area, and
a Water Use Permit is required prior to use of water. The Water Use Permit may be conditioned on the
requirement to use dual line water supply systems for new industrial and commercial developments.

11 A Well Construction Permit(s) is (are) are required before the commencement of any well construction
work.

12 A Pump Installation Permit(s) is (are) required before ground water is developed as a source of supply for
the project.

13 There is (are) well(s) located on or adjacent to this project. If wells are not planned to be used and will be
affected by any new construction, they must be properly abandoned and sealed. A permit for well
abandonment must be obtained.

II 14 Ground-water withdrawals from this project may affect streamflows, which may require an instream flow
standard amendment.

15 A Stream Channel Alteration Permit(s) is (are) required before any alteration can be made to the bed
and/or banks of a steam channel.

II 16 A Stream Diversion Works Permit(s) is (are) required before any stream diversion works is constructed or
altered.

17 A Petition to Amend the Interim Instream Flow Standard is required for any new or expanded diversion(s)
of surface water.

II 18 The planned source of water for this project has not been identified in this report. Therefore we cannot
determine what permits or petitions are required from our office, or whether there are potential impacts to
water resources.

|X I OTHER: The Draft EIS should discuss water requirements for the project, both potable and non-potable,
and the calculations for the demand projections. The EIS Preparation Notice indicates that potable
water will be supplied by two existing wells via an existing private domestic water system, for which
the there is a water service agreement in place. The Draft EIS should identify the two wells by
their State Well Nos., their installed pump capacities, and current pumpage amounts. In general,
the Commission encourages the use of alternative water sources for non-potable needs, and any
proposed alternative sources should be identified. The Draft EIS should disclose the water
conservation and efficiency measures to be implemented. The Draft EIS should also discuss
ground and surface water resources of the project area and how those may be impacted by the
proposed development.

Kealia Wells 1A & 2A (well nos. 3-0618-009 & 010, respectively) currently report a combined
average use between 30,000 to 40,000 gallons per day since 2008. There are two other wells
Kealia 6 & 7 (well nos. 3-0618-006 & 005, respectively) that are reporting no use and are not part
of the Kealia Public Water System. There are also 5 abandoned wells in the vicinity of the water
system wells, 2 that have been properly sealed, and 3 which cannot be found and are considered
lost. If any of those 3 wells are discovered they should be properly sealed in accordance with the
Hawaii Well Construction and Pump Installation Standards, 2004 with work permitted through the
Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact Lenore Ohye of the Planning Branch at 587-0216 or W. Roy Hardy of the
Regulation Branch at 587-0225.
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TO:

ATTN:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Russel Tsuji
Land Administrator

Lydia Morika

James C6gs^('"ell

Wildlife Frograr anager

Division of Forestry and Wildlife Comments on the Kealia Mauka Homesites

Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice

The Division of Forestry and Wildlife has received your inquiry regarding the Kealia Mauka Homesite
Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice. The proposed project is located in the Kawaihau

District, Island of Kauai, TMK (4) 4-7-004: par. 001. The proposed project would be a 53.4 acre residential

subdivision and include 235 lots and infrastructure improvements such as installation of utility

infrastmcture and transportation improvements.

The State and Federally listed Hawaiian hoary bat or 'Ope'ape'a (Lasiums cinereus semotus) has the

potential to occur in the vicinity of the proposed project. DOFAW recommends to avoid using barbed wire,

as bat mortalities have been documented as a result of becoming ensnared by barbed wire during flight.

Hawaiian hoary bats roost in both exotic and native trees. If any trees are planned for removal during the

bat breeding season there is a risk of injury or mortality to juvenile bats. To minimize the potential for

impacts to this species, woody plants greater than 15 feet (4.6 meters) tall should not be disturbed, removed,

or trimmed during the bat birthing and pup rearing season (June 1 through September 15). Site clearing
should be timed to avoid disturbance to breeding Hawaiian hoary bats.

The State and Federally listed Hawaiian goose, or Nene (Branta sandvicensis) has been observed in the

mauka pasture lands adjacent to Kuhio Highway. While DOFAW has no records of nesting activity in the

proposed project site, we recommend a survey be conducted during the faU/winter nesting season between

October and March to determine whether birds are using the area.

Should night work be required, DOFAW cautions that artificial lighting can adversely impact endangered
and threatened seabirds that may pass through the area at night, causing disorientation which could result

in collision with manmade artifacts or grounding of birds. DOFAW recommends that any lights used be

fully shielded to minimize impacts. If night work is to occur during the seabird fledging period (September
- December) we request further consultation with DOFAW.

We appreciate your efforts to work with our office for the conservation of native species. Should the scope

of the project change, or should it become apparent that threatened or endangered species may be impacted,

please contact our staff as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Katherine Cullison,

Conservation Initiatives Coordinator at (808) 587-4148 or Katherine.culli.son@hawaii.gov.
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Russell Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator 
State of Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Land Division 
P.O. Box 621 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96809 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
DLNR Comments transmitted on December 21 and December 28, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Tsuji: 
 
Thank you for submitting DLNR’s comments in response to the subject EISPN, which were 
transmitted on December 22, 2017 and December 28, 2017. We offer the following responses to 
the comments provided: 
 
Engineering Division 
The project site is located in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood Zone X, 
area of minimal flood hazard, determined to be outside the 500‐year flood. The project will 
comply with the rules and regulations of the National Flood Insurance Program. 
 
Land Division 
We note the Land Division has no comments. 
 
Commission on Water Resource Management 
The project engineers have held preliminary discussions with the County of Kaua‘i Department 
of Water Supply, and the Planning Department and the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture have 
been contacted as part of this EIS process. Best management practices will be implemented for 
stormwater management.  
 
The project will utilize the Keālia Water System, a private domestic water system in the area 
controlled by the Keālia Water Company Holdings LLC. There is a Water Service Agreement 
(dated December 22, 2004) between the Keālia Water Company and the owners of the subject 
property, which allows a daily aggregate of 300,000 gallons of potable water per day to be 
reserved for the use of the owners. This is sufficient to meet the potable water needs of the 
project. The Draft EIS will discuss the project’s water requirements, describe the existing Keālia 
Water System, source wells, and the project’s proposed water system.  
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Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
The Draft EIS will discuss potential project impacts on the state and federally listed species 
mentioned in your letter, including the Hawaiian hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus), 
Hawaiian goose or Nēnē (Branta sandvicensis), and species of Hawaiian waterbirds; in particular 
the endangered Hawaiian stilt (Himantopus mexicanus knudseni) known to nest in areas with 
ponding water. The DEIS will recommend mitigation measures including those cited in your 
comments. 
 
A copy of your letter has been forwarded to the project engineers for their information. Your 
letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on the 
EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Dr. Darren T. Lerner, Ph.D. 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
Water Resources Research Center 
2540 Dole Street, Holmes Hall 283 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 7, 2017 

 
Dear Dr. Lerner: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 7, 2017, stating that the Water Resources 
Research Center does not have the capacity to review the EISPN at this time. 
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you for your input. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
 
Ms. Jade Butay, Interim Director of Transportation 
State of Hawai‘i 
Department of Transportation 
869 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813‐5097 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 14, 2017 

 
Dear Ms. Butay: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 14, 2017 in response to the above 
referenced EISPN. A Traffic Impact Analysis Report (TIAR) has been conducted and will be 
included in the Draft EIS. Your comments were forwarded to the traffic engineer who conducted 
the TIAR. The following response is offered to your two comments pertaining to the TIAR: 
 

1. The TIAR and Draft EIS will address existing and future pedestrian and bicycle use along 
Kūhiō Highway, including future improvement needs.  

2. The gated unused access on the mauka side of Kūhiō Highway will be noted in the TIAR 
and Draft EIS. This access will be removed. No vehicular access from the subject 
property onto Kūhiō Highway will be allowed at this location. 
 

Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you for your input on 
the EISPN. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Leo R. Asuncion, Director 
Office of Planning 
State of Hawai‘i 
235 South Beretania Street, 6th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96804 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated January 18, 2018 

 
Dear Mr. Asuncion: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated January 18, 2018 providing comments on the EISPN 
referenced above. We offer the following responses to your comments: 
 

1. Thank you for attaching the “Issues of Concern in District Boundary Amendment 
Proceedings Based on LUC Decision‐Making Criteria.” The Draft EIS will address these 
issues and criteria.  

State agencies were consulted during the EISPN period and will continue to be informed 
and consulted through the environmental process. 

2. The Draft EIS will address the projected population increase for the Kawaihau region. 
The State Department of Education (DOE) has provided comments in response to the 
EISPN. We will continue to continue to communicate with the DOE regarding 
appropriate mitigation for this project. 

3. The Draft EIS will include a development schedule. Please note that this project involves 
the creation of a residential subdivision (with infrastructure) with 235 lots that will be 
available for sale. While we are able to estimate the completion of the subdivision 
improvements and absorption of the lots, the actual construction of homes on the lots 
will be up to the individual owners.  

4. The Draft EIS will include an analysis addressing project conformance with State Plan 
objectives, policies, and priority guidelines. 

5. The Draft EIS will include an assessment of how the proposed project conforms to CZM 
objectives and policies. 
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6. The Draft EIS will discuss area wetlands and streams, tsunami evacuation zone and flood 
zone. We appreciate your providing references to available resources and guidance 
documents on sediment and stormwater control, watersheds, stormwater impact 
assessments, and low impact development. 

 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Michael Moule, P.E. 
Chief, Engineering Division 
Department of Public Works 
County of Kaua‘i, State of Hawai‘i 
4444 Rice Street, Suite 275 
Līhu‘e, Hawai‘i 96766 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 21, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Moule: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter dated December 21, 2017. The Draft EIS will include a 
discussion of short term impacts on air quality, and downstream drainage areas, as requested in 
your Comments 1 and 2. A copy of your letter has been forwarded to the traffic engineer, who 
provided the following response to Comments 3, 4 and 5 pertaining to the Traffic Impact 
Analysis Report (TIAR): 
 

Comment 3. The Draft EIS will evaluate and discuss use of Keālia Road between the 
project site and Kuhio Highway. 
 
Comment 4.  The TIAR assumes the Kuhio Highway/Mailihuna Road roundabout is 
completed by 2020. 
 
Comment 5.  The TIAR includes trip generation and distribution for weekday AM and PM 
peak hours for all segments noted in your letter.  

 
The misspelling of Mailihuna Road will be corrected.  
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 



1

Leslie Kurisaki

From: Scott Ezer
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 11:39 AM
To: Leslie Kurisaki
Subject: FW: Kealia Mauka Homesites (4)4-7-004: por. 001  EISPN

FYI 
 

From: Moana Palama [mailto:moana@mskauai.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 4:16 AM 
To: Scott Ezer <sezer@hhf.com> 
Subject: FW: Kealia Mauka Homesites (4)4‐7‐004: por. 001 EISPN 
 

 
 

From: Jeremy Lee [mailto:jlee@kauai.gov]  
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 3:00 PM 
To: moana@mskauai.com 
Cc: Celia Mahikoa <cmahikoa@kauai.gov>; Lee Steinmetz <lsteinmetz@kauai.gov>; Michael Dahilig 
<mdahilig@kauai.gov>; Michael Moule <mmoule@kauai.gov> 
Subject: Kealia Mauka Homesites (4)4‐7‐004: por. 001 EISPN 
 

Ms. Palama, 
If your rezoning is permitted.  
The County of Kauai, Transportation Agency would like to be kept abreast of any development actions. 
A residential development of this size and its proximate location to existing bus service would make 
coordination key. 

 
Jeremy Kalawaia Lee 
The Kauai Bus 
Program Specialist III 
3220 Hoolako Street 
Lihue, HI 96766 
(808)246-8112 
jlee@kauai.gov 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Jeremy Kalawaia Lee 
Program Specialist III 
The Kaua‘i Bus 
3220 Hoolako Street 
Līhu‘e, Hawai‘i 96766 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Emailed comments sent December 18, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Lee: 
 
We have received a copy of your email to Ms. Moana Palama on December 18, 2017, providing 
comments on the above referenced EISPN. As requested, the County of Kaua‘i Transportation 
Agency will be kept abreast of any development actions. The Draft EIS will discuss County bus 
service in the area, and we hope you have an opportunity to review and comment on this 
document. 
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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Leslie Kurisaki

From: Lee Steinmetz <lsteinmetz@kauai.gov>
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 4:25 PM
To: moana@mskauai.com
Cc: Michael Dahilig; Celia Mahikoa; Lyle Tabata; Michael Moule; Leslie Kurisaki; Marie 

Williams; Lawrence.J.Dill@hawaii.gov; daniel.e.orodenker@hawaii.gov
Subject: RE: Kealia Mauka Homesites EISPN TMK (4) 4-7-004 por. 001

Sorry, resending, one of the email addresses was incorrect. 
Thanks, 
Lee 
 

From: Lee Steinmetz  
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 3:28 PM 
To: 'moana@mskauai.com' <moana@mskauai.com> 
Cc: Michael Dahilig <mdahilig@kauai.gov>; Celia Mahikoa <cmahikoa@kauai.gov>; Lyle Tabata <ltabata@kauai.gov>; 
Michael Moule <mmoule@kauai.gov>; 'daniel.e.orodenker@hawaiil.gov' <daniel.e.orodenker@hawaiil.gov>; 
'lkurisaki@hhf.com' <lkurisaki@hhf.com>; Marie Williams <mwilliams@kauai.gov>; Lawrence.J.Dill@hawaii.gov 
Subject: Kealia Mauka Homesites EISPN TMK (4) 4‐7‐004 por. 001 
 
Dear Ms. Palama, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Keālia Mauka Homesites EISPN. Related to 5.2.3, 
Roadways and Traffic, please include a multimodal analysis of the project to address the following: 

 Bicycle and pedestrian access from the project area to Keālia Beach and Ke Ala Hele Makalae, 
 Bicycle and pedestrian access from the project area to Kapa‘a Elementary School, Saint Catherine School, and 

Kapa‘a High School, 
 Bicycle and pedestrian access from the project area to the Kaua‘i Bus mainline, and potential improvements to 

bus stops serving the project area, 
 Onsite and offsite improvements that could support the mode shift goals found in the County of Kaua‘i 

Multimodal Land Transportation Plan 
 
Regards, 
Lee Steinmetz 
 
 
Lee Steinmetz 
County of Kauai Transportation Planner 
808.241.4978 
lsteinmetz@kauai.gov 
 

 
--  
This message has been scanned for viruses and  
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is  
believed to be clean.  



 

Pacific Guardian Center  |  733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590  |  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone: 808.545.2055  |  Facsimile: 808.545.2050  |  www.hhf.com  |  email: info@hhf.com 

   
 
 
 
March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Lee Steinmetz 
County of Kaua‘i Transportation Planner 
lsteinmetz@kauai.gov 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Emailed comments sent December 18, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. Lee: 
 
Thank you for your emailed comments sent December 18, 2017 in response to the above 
referenced EISPN. As requested, the Draft EIS will include a multimodal analysis of the project 
addressing bicycle and pedestrian access between the project site and Keālia Beach, Ke Ala Hele 
Makalae multi‐use path, area schools, and County bus stops. The Draft EIS will also address the 
County of Kaua‘i’s Multimodal Land Transportation Plan. 
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 



 
Kealia Kai Owners Association (KKHOA) 
C/O: Associa Hawaii  (Alina Kuznetsova) 
4‐1579 Kuhio Hwy., #102A, Kapaa, HI 96746 
Ph: (808) 629‐7163, (808) 821‐2122 

 

December 19, 2017 
 

State of Hawaii Land Use Commission 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 

P. O. Box 2359 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Attn: Mr. Daniel Orodenker 

 
 

SUBJECT:  Petition filed by Kealia Properties LLC, Docket No: A17‐803 
  For the proposed project identified as Kealia Mauka Homesites on Kauai 
  Comments and Concerns from the Kealia Kai Home Owners Association 

 

 
Dear Mr. Orodenker, 
 

On behalf of the Kealia Kai Home Owners Association (“KKHOA”), I hereby present to you and the Land 
Use Commission our comments and feedback regarding the petition filed with LUC by Kealia Properties 
LLC (“Developer”) proposing to build 235 home sites on 53.4 acres of land in Kealia, Kawaihau, Puna, 
Island of Kauai, State of Hawaii, with the TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004:001. 
 

At this point, we do not have enough information about the proposed development to fully apprise all 
of the owners at Kealia Kai and take a vote on whether we oppose or support this development. 
We look forward to discussions with the developer and obtaining additional information so we can fully 
understand the impacts of the proposed project on the area.  Thank you for including us in this process. 
 

As community members, we naturally have concerns, most but not all of which are raised in the Kealia 
Mauka October 2017 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Preparation Notice.  With some additional 
information and better defined plans for the development, we believe we can be supportive of the 
project, if our concerns are addressed. Thus, we are raising our concerns with you and plan to discuss 
them with the Developer as well. 
 

Concern #1 ‐ Traffic:  First and foremost, there is no doubt that the project will increase traffic in the 
already congested area in the North end of Kapaa.  Access to the project should be carefully evaluated 
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including necessary improvements to Kuhio Highway that need to be incorporated to safely 
accommodate the traffic along with signalized access points to the developments in the area.   
 

Concern #2 ‐ Density:  A plan with additional 235 homes in the North side of Kapaa is not ideal from 

our personal vantage point, but from the overall Island’s perspective, it is probably an acceptable 
tradeoff in order to provide needed, more affordable housing.  Having said that, 235 additional homes 
in that area is probably enough and would likely better serve the residents, if they were located closer 
to Kapaa.  The Developer owns significant land holdings closer to Kapaa without the agricultural 
characteristics of the proposed rezoning location.  Those lands also include rodeo grounds, equipment 
buildings, and the former location of the Kealia sugar mill, all of which are not in agricultural 
production. We would ask the developer to consider evaluating alternative locations on other land 
parcels that he owns for the proposed project.  
 
Concern #3 – View from Kuhio Highway:  The Kealia Mauka homes on Kuhio Highway, as planned, may 
be somewhat of an eyesore both from the Highway and from some homes at Kealia Kai.  We at Kealia 
Kai were required to maintain 300’ setbacks for residences from Kuhio Highway, install a large 
landscaped berm of Hau and Bougainvillea along our border with the Highway, and preserve critical 
view corridors from the Highway to minimize the view of our homes.  We would ask the equivalent 
from Kealia Mauka.  Specifically, we would ask that the 22 homes adjacent to Kuhio Highway (less than 
10% of the total) be eliminated and replaced with a green area, and a similar landscape berm of Hau 
and Bougainvillea.  We believe everyone on the Island, as well as the tourists, would prefer to see that 
in lieu of  having homes right on the Highway with what appears to be zero setback.  If the project is 
relocated closer to Kapaa near the rodeo grounds where a large grove of ironwood exists, that would 
effectively screen the development from view, if it were maintained. 
 

Other Concerns:  Other concerns we have are not as problematic in our view, but given the relatively 
short notice we have had about this planned development, we would like to better understand them 

and look forward to doing so both through review of the EIS when complete, additional studies and 
evaluations by the Developer, and discussions with the Developer.  Such additional concerns include: 

 Any potential adverse impact on the availability of public services (fire, police, paramedics, 
schools, etc.), public facilities, parks, drainage, waste water, and other County and State 
public services provided to the area. 

 Any potential adverse impact on potable water availability (private water sources serve the 
area), though our preliminary analysis suggests this is not a concern but we believe this 
should be confirmed (see Concern #2 above). 

 Any potential adverse impact on agricultural water quantity, allocation, easements, and 
interference with the infrastructure currently in place, for the Kealia Kai Subdivision which is 
agriculturally zoned and relies on irrigation water crossing the Developer’s property. 

 Excessive potential adverse impact on property values in our subdivision.  We do not 
expect Kealia Mauka to have a positive impact on our property values, and in fact expect it 
to be at least somewhat negative.  We just want some more time to ensure it would not 
be expected to have an excessive negative impact and believe location and design are 
critically important in this area. 
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 The permanent loss of quality agricultural lands and the impacts of the loss of resources 
that come from fertile soil that exists at the proposed rezoning location. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and suggestions. We hope that the most serious of 
them can be mitigated.  We look forward to further evaluation and discussion of this proposed 
development and rezoning application. 

 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, the Board of Directors of Kealia Kai HOA, or our subdivision 
management representative with any questions. 
 

Thank you. 

Best regards, 

Adrian Saralou 

 
Adrian Saralou 
Kealia Kai Home Owners Association 
President 



 

Pacific Guardian Center  |  733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590  |  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone: 808.545.2055  |  Facsimile: 808.545.2050  |  www.hhf.com  |  email: info@hhf.com 

   
 
 
March 15, 2018 
 
Ms. Adrian Saralou, President 
Keālia Kai Home Owners Association 
c/o Associa Hawai‘i 
4‐1579 Kūhiō Highway, #102A 
Kapa‘a, HI 96746 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Emailed comments sent December 18, 2017 

 
Dear Keālia Kai Home Owners: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter to the State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission (LUC) dated 
December 19, 2017. On behalf of the LUC, we offer the following responses to your comments: 
 
Concern #1‐‐Traffic.   
The Draft EIS will include a Traffic Impact Analysis Report (TIAR) which will estimate vehicle trips 
generated by the project during the AM and PM peak hours for a number of roadway segments 
in the vicinity of the project. The TIAR will include recommended roadway improvements to 
mitigate the project‐related increase in traffic. 
 
Concern #2—Density. 
The subject site is appropriate for residential development, as it is currently designed in the 
Kaua‘i General Plan Land Use Map (Kawaihau Planning District) for residential use, and is located 
adjacent to existing residential communities. 
 
Concern #3—View from Kūhiō Highway. 
The construction of a residential subdivision at the proposed site will alter the visual landscape 
and be visible from Kūhiō Highway. It will not be visible from most areas of Keālia Kai or from 
the shoreline. There will be a setback from Kūhiō Highway, and we will investigate including a 
landscape buffer to mitigate visual impacts. 
 
Other Concerns 
The Draft EIS will address the project’s impact on public services (fire, police, schools etc.) and 
utilities (water, sewer etc.). An economic and market study is being conducted and will be 
included in the Draft EIS. The objective of the proposed project is to provide residential house 
lots for local working families, and to satisfy the need for housing on the island. The impact of 
the loss of agricultural land will be discussed in the Draft EIS. 
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Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Ms. Jirair and Ms. Aderineh Saralou 
P.O. Box 687 
Kapa‘a, HI, 96746 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 21, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Saralou: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter to the State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission (LUC) dated 
December 21, 2017. On behalf of the LUC, we offer the following responses to your comments: 
 

 At the present time, the Petitioner has no intention of developing the remaining 2,000 
acres of the TMK parcel within which the proposed Keālia Kai Homesites project is 
located. The owner’s intent is to retain the area for agricultural activities. 

 The Draft EIS will discuss alternatives to the proposed project, including: 1) an 
agricultural subdivision; 2) variations in development density (lower density, greater 
density); 3) variations in project area (larger and smaller); and 4) offering turnkey homes 
for sale. The alternative for lower density (i.e., larger lot sizes) which you state “appears 
to fit the area more appropriately” would be more likely to attract out of state residents 
and offshore investors than the proposed action, according to the Kaua‘i County 
Planning Director and the project’s market and feasibility analysis. As such, it is less 
effective at accomplishing the owner’s objective to provide housing targeted to local 
Kaua‘i residents. 

 The proposed project is located adjacent to an existing residential subdivision, and is 
complementary to this existing use. The previous plan for a subdivision with fewer 
homes and larger lots is no longer proposed. 

 The Draft EIS will address the characteristics of the area and address the potential 
project impacts that you reference. These include impacts on agriculture, open space, 
traffic, public services, historic and scenic points, and economic and fiscal impacts. 

 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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  VIA EMAIL 
 
 
March 15, 2018 
 
 
Ms. Karen Gibbons 
 
alohakareng@yahoo.com 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Emailed comments sent December 18, 2017 

 
Dear Ms. Gibbons: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated December 18, 2017 on the above reference EISPN. We offer the 
following responses to your comments. 
 

1. You are correct that although the proposed Keālia Mauka house lots are intended for 
Kaua‘i residents, they could be purchased by anyone from anywhere. While possible, 
the lot sizes are smaller than those typically marketed to off‐island second home buyers 
and investors.  

2. According to the 2010 U.S. Census data, the average household size in the Kapa‘a area is 
3.15 residents. Assuming a similar household size for the 235 lots, this would result in 
approximately 740 residents. The majority are expected to be existing Kaua‘i families.  

3. The project area is designated in the Kaua‘i General Plan Land Use Map for residential 
use. It is also adjacent to an existing residential subdivision and appropriate for housing. 

4. The project access via the existing Keālia Road is proposed to minimize traffic impacts to 
Kūhiō Highway, and is preferable to adding another point of entry. In its comments to 
the EISPN, the State of Hawai‘i Department of Transportation indicated that no direct 
access shall be permitted from the site onto Kūhiō Highway. The Traffic Impact Analysis 
Report (TIAR) will look at the Keālia Road‐Kūhiō Highway intersection and recommend 
any necessary traffic mitigation measures. 

5. Noise impacts of the building of 235 houses will be discussed in the Draft EIS. 
6. Noise impacts generated by new subdivision residents will be discussed in the Draft EIS. 
7. Noise and traffic impacts from cars and trucks will be discussed in the Draft EIS. 
8. Visual impact from Kūhiō Highway, Keālia Beach and the multi‐use path will be 

addressed in the Draft EIS. 
9. The Draft EIS will fully address the Chapter 343 HRS significance criteria. 
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Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. We appreciate your input on 
the EISPN.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 



December 26, 2017 

Attn: Mr. Daniel Orodenker 
State Land Use Commission 

P. 0. Box 2359 

Honolulu, HI 96804 

Ross-boy and Cindi Link 

2306 Orrington Ave., Evanston IL 60201 

Kealia Kai Lots 1A/1B and 3A 

Ross-boy's mobile phone: (847) 420-0704 

Ross-boy's email: RossLink@outlook.com 

SUBJECT: Petition filed by Kealia Properties LLC, Docket No:A17-803 
For the proposed project identified as Kealia Mauka Homesites on Kauai 

Dear Mr. Orodenker, 

We own Lots lA/1B and 3A (formerly 2 & 3), comprising 3 of the 35 home sites in the Kealia Kai 

subdivision across the street from the proposed Kealia Mauka location. Following is our feedback 

regarding the petition filed with the LUC by Kealia Properties LLC proposing to build 235 home sites on 

53.4 acres of land in Kealia on the Island of Kauai, with TMK: (4) 4-7-004:001. We provided input to a 

feedback letter you may have received from our HOA, but our personal view is a little less negative 

than that of our HOA's, so we're providing our personal view here. 

We are not opposed to this project, but we have concerns about it, most but not all of which were 

raised in the Kealia Mauka October 2017 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Preparation Notice. 

We believe we could be supportive of the project if our concerns are addressed, so we are raising them 

with you and also plan to discuss them with the Developer. 

Concern #1 - Traffic: First and foremost, there is no doubt the project will increase traffic in the already 

congested area on the north end of Kapaa. 

Potential Solution(s): An additional traffic light would almost certainly be necessary. Other actions to 

mitigate traffic buildups may also be needed. 

Concern #2 - Density: An additional 235 homes on the north side of Kapaa is not ideal from our 

personal vantage points, but from the overall island's perspective, it is probably an acceptable tradeoff 

in order to provide needed, more affordable housing. Having said that, 235 additional homes in that 

area is probably enough. 

Potential Solution(s): We would ask that the Developer agree no further subdivision will occur in TMK 

4-7-004:001. 
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Concern #3 - View from Kuhio Highway: The Kealia Mauka homes on Kuhio Highway as planned will be 

somewhat of an eyesore both from the highway and from some homes at Kealia Kai. 

Potential Solution(s): We at Kealia Kai are required to maintain a 100' to 300' setback from Kuhio 

Highway, planted with a Hau and Bougainvillea berm to minimize views of our homes. We would ask 

something similar from Kealia Mauka. Specifically, we would ask that the 22 homes adjacent to Kuhio 

Highway (less than 10% of the total) be deleted and replaced with green area, Hau, and Bougainvillea. 

This would provide about a 120' setback to Kealia Mauka and we believe everyone on the island would 

prefer that to having 22 homes right on the highway with what appears to be zero setback. 

Other Concerns: Other concerns we have are not as problematic in our view, but given the relatively 

short notice we have had of this planned development, we would like to better understand them and 

look forward to doing so both through review of the EIS when complete and discussions with the 

Developer. Such additional concerns include: 

• Any potential adverse impact on the availability of public services (fire, police, paramedics, 

etc.), public facilities, drainage, waste water, and other public services provided to the area 

(medical care, etc). 

• Any potential adverse impact on potable water availability (private water sources serve the 

area), though our preliminary analysis suggests this is not a concern provided no further 

demands are made on the system (see Concern #2 above). 

• Any potential adverse impact on agricultural water quantity, allocation, easements, and 

interference with the infrastructure currently in place, for the Kealia Kai Subdivision which is 

agriculturally zoned and relies on irrigation water. 

• Excessive potential adverse impact on property values in our subdivision. We do not 

expect Kealia Mauka to have a positive impact on our property values, and in fact expect it 

to be at least somewhat negative. We just want some more time to ensure it would not 

be expected to have an excessive negative impact. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and suggestions for mitigating the most serious of 

them. We look forward to discussions with the Developer. Please feel free to contact us to discuss this 

matter further. 

Ross-boy and Cindi Link 
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March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Ross‐boy Link and Ms. Cindi Link 
2306 Orrington Ave. 
Evanston, IL 60201 
 
SUBJECT:  Keālia Mauka Homesites 
  Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) 

Kawaihau District, Kaua‘i; TMK: (4) 4‐7‐004: por 001 
Your Comment letter dated December 26, 2017 

 
Dear Mr. and Ms. Link: 
 
Thank you for your comment letter to the State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission (LUC) dated 
December 26, 2017. On behalf of the LUC, we offer the following responses to your comments: 
 
Concern #1‐‐Traffic 
The Draft EIS will include a Traffic Impact Analysis Report (TIAR) which will estimate vehicle trips 
generated by the project and evaluate impacts on a number of roadway segments in the project 
vicinity. The TIAR will include recommended roadway improvements to mitigate the project‐
related increase in traffic. 
 
Concern #2—Density 
The project proponent has no plans for further development in TMK 4‐7‐004:001. 
 
Concern #3—View from Kūhiō Highway 
The construction of a residential subdivision at the proposed site will alter the visual landscape 
and be visible from Kūhiō Highway and possibly from areas of Keālia Kai. There will be a setback 
from Kūhiō Highway, and we will investigate including a landscape buffer to mitigate visual 
impacts. 
 
Other Concerns 
The Draft EIS will address the project’s impact on public services (fire, police, schools etc.) and 
utilities (water, sewer etc.). An economic and market study is being conducted and will be 
included in the Draft EIS.  
 
Your letter and this response will be reproduced in the Draft EIS. Thank you for your input.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Ezer 
Principal 
 
cc:  Moana Palama, Hawai‘i Management Services LLC 
  Daniel Orodenker, State of Hawai‘i Land Use Commission 
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