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Social Sustainability 
 
A community is composed of people, as well as places where they live; it is as much 
a social environment as a physical development.  Thus, communities must not only 
be environmentally sustainable, they must also be socially sustainable. 
 
A socially sustainable development supports more equitable distribution of 
resources, supports diversity within the community, meets the basic needs of 

residents and invests in social and human capital, thereby sustaining the quality of life and community 
livability for all residents into the future. 
 
Socially sustainable development includes the following: 

� recognizes, respects and values cultural and social diversity;  

� preserve and maintains a high quality of life for all of its residents;  

� meets basic needs of food, shelter, education, work, income and safe living and working; 

� is equitable, ensuring that the benefits of development are distributed fairly across society; 

� promotes education, creativity and the development of human potential; 

� preserves our cultural and biological heritage, thus strengthening our sense of connectedness to 
our history and environment; 

� is democratic, promoting citizen participation and involvement; 

� promotes the context of “Live Aloha,” with people living together harmoniously and in mutual 
support and respect for each other 
 

We saved the concept of Social Sustainability for the end of the analysis, to serve as a summary of the 
many socially-focused actions suggested in prior sections of this Sustainability Plan.  Following are just a 
few of the issues previously mentioned: 

� Affordable housing will be incorporated within the development, allowing for a diversity and mix 
of housing types and options 

� Complete streets with walkways and bile lanes, allowing for slow movement through the 
neighborhoods for easy social interaction 

� Space for the relocated County swimming pool 

� Allocation for commercial spaces, affording project residents the opportunity to work near 
where they live 

� Proximity to the Middle School affords multi-generation al interaction and learning 

� Cooperation with the State by making land available for the Kapa‘a Bypass Road, helping 
regional residents 

� Project layout and design will create an opportunity for both residents and the community to 
have a positive effect on their health through walkable and bikable transportation options. 

� Consistency with long range planning documents, implementing the community’s vision for the 
future 

Exhibit C 
 

Kapaʻa Highlands Agricultural Master Plan 
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Exhibit D 
 

Department of Water, Kauaʻi County  
Manger’s Report 12-10 
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