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March 14, 2017

Dear Ms. Sokugawa:

The Land Use Commission was recently contacted by a representative, Wren Westcoatt,
of the company that currently owns/controls two projects that are covered by State Special
Permits SP15-405 (Waipi‘o PV, Ltd.) and SP15-406 (Kawailoa Solar, LLC). Mr. Westcoatt was
inquiring about the process to follow in order to request and obtain an extension to the start dates
for establishing the two projects.

Staff provided information regarding the two-step process for making amendments to a
Decision and Order covering a State Special Permit (“SP”) found in Sections 15-15-96.1 and 15-
15-95, Hawai'i Administrative Rules ("HAR").

The petitioner’s representative informed us that the County Planning Commission had
already heard and acted upon the extension request for SP15-405 in February 2017 and the
request for an extension for SP15-406 was scheduled for March 29, 2017,

Commission staff followed up with Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) staff to
coordinate receipt of the County Planning Commission’s complete record and decisions for both
dockets at the same time in order to process them on a single hearing date in the future. At that
time DPP staff indicated that SP15-405 was not processed as a modification of a SP but as a
minor change that DPP believed the County Planning Commission was empowered to grant.

DPP had determined that the language contained in Condition 5 (SP15-405) directed that
requests for extension of the project start date be submitted to the DPP Director and then that the
County Planning Commission was able to grant such a request. However, the County was
mistaken in this regard as the petitioner's request in both cases is for a modification of a
condition of the SP, which is subject to the requirements of section 15-15-96.1, HAR.

Condition 5 states:
“3. The Applicant shall establish the Project within two years of the date of the State
Land Use Commission’s (LUC) Decision and Order approving the SP. Requests for
extension of this deadline shall be submitted to the Director of DPP prior to the
expiration of the deadline. The Commission may grant an extension to the deadline to
establish the Project due to unforeseen circumstances that were beyond the control of the
Applicant. This SP shall be valid for a period of thirty-five (35) years from the date of the
State LUC's Decision and Order approving the SP, subject to further extensions upon a
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timely request for extension filed with the Commission at least one-hundred twenty (120)
days prior to the SP’s expiration.”

Reading the document in its entirety, the use of the term “(T)he Commission” is intended
to refer to the State Land Use Commission. DPP and the County Planning Commission have
mistakenly read the language of the condition to allow the County Planning Commission the
authority to grant any requested extension to the deadline to establish a project. Such a request
must therefore be made consistent with the process outlined in our administrative rules.

Section 15-15-96.1, HAR, indicates that requests for modification, release or deletion of a
condition is first submitted to the county planning commission and then the Land Use
Commission, and shall comply with Section 15-15-95, HAR. That section spells out the notice
and information requirements, guidelines for determining “unusual and reasonable uses,”
compliance with county planning commission rules, and ability to impose protective including
time limits for establishing and ending the proposed use. Specifically, Section 15-15-95(f),
HAR, states “(t)he county planning commission, with the concurrence of the commission, may
extend the time limit if it deems that circumstances warrant the granting of the extension.”

The time for establishing the proposed use in SP15-405 must also follow the procedures
outlined in the Land Use Commission’s administrative rules. This would include: notice of the
request to the Land Use Commission, the State Office of Planning, and the State Department of
Agriculture for review and comment; a decision by the County Planning Commission of their
decision along with a complete record and transcript of the proceedings. Should the Land Use
Commission receive a recommendation for a time extension request that did not follow the
appropriate process or was not supported by the record, then the Land Use Commission may
remand the request to the County Planning Commission for further proceedings.

The Land Use Commission and its staff would like to work with the County Planning
Commission and the Petitioner to determine the most efficient way to proceed forward to
preserve the legal integrity of the SP process. Should you have any questions please contact me
at 587-3822.

Sincerely,

el E. Orodenker
Executive Officer

Cc:  Deanl. Hazama, Chair - City & County Planning Commission
Leo Asuncion, State Office of Planning
Scott Enright, State Department of Agriculture
Wren Westcoatt, NRG Energy LLC via e-mail <wren.wescoatt@nrg.com>
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Kathy Sokugawa, Acting Director

City and County of Honolulu
Department of Planning and Permitting
650 South King Street, 7" Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

Attn: Raymond Young

Subject: Kawailoa Solar Project — Information Addendum

Modification of Special Use Permit (2014/SUP-6; SP15-406)
TMK 6-1-006:001 and 6-1-005:001
Kawailoa, O'ahu, Hawai'i

Dear Ms. Sckugawa:

We are providing an update of the Modification of Special Use Permit (SUP) (2014/SUP-
6, SP15-406) Application (April 21, 2017), which was submitted to the City and County
of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting. We are also providing additional
information for the project in response to comrespondence received from Raymond
Young received on April 28, 2017.

1.

2.

The appropriate filing fee is included with this submittal and has been noted as
such on the Master Application form.

Original signatures on the application form are included with this submittal as
Attachment 1.

This addendum letter supersedes a prior letter (April 11, 2017) to the Planning
Commission requesting withdraw of its approval of the extension of time from
consideration by the Land Use Commission. A copy of the April 11, 2017 letter is
provided as Attachment 2.

Map E200 has been revised in the updated Modification Application (May 5,
2017) to show the approved SUP area per surveyed metes and bounds.

The submittal ietter dated May 5, 2017, for Modification of Special Use Permit
(2014/SUP-6; SP15-406), has been revised to reflect the Applicant (Kawailoa
Solar, LLC), as shown on the executed Master Application Form.

One hard copy and one electronic copy of the Application and this letter
addendum is provided. Please advise the number of copies required for
processing/distribution of the Application.

Exhibit 2
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Ms. Kathy Sokugawa, Acting Director

Department of Planning and Permitting

Information Addendum: Modification of 2014/SUP-3; SP15-405
May 10, 2017

Page 2 of 2

The Applicant is continuing to make progress on the SUP approval Conditions detailed
in 2014/SUP-6; SP15-406. Condition 12 relating to submittal of an Archaeological
Monitoring Plan for the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) review and
acceptance prior to ground disturbing activities has been completed. A copy of the SHPD
approval letter of the Archaeological Inventory Survey and Archaeological Monitoring
Plan is provided as Attachment 3 and 4.

Please contact me at 441-2104 or Tracy Camuso at 441-2125 if you have questions.

Sincerely,
GROUP 70 INTERNATIONAL, INC., dba G70

2ff Overton, AICP, LEED AP

Principal

Attachment(s):
1. Executed Master Application Form
2. Letter to Planning Commission
3. SHPD Approval of Archaeological Inventory Survey
4. SHPD Approval of Archaeological Monitoring Plan

G70 // 925 BETHEL STREET, FIFTH FLOOR, HONOLULU, HI 96813 // 808.523.5846 // WWW.G70.DESIGN
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May 2, 2017

Department of Planning and Permitting
City and County of Honolulu

650 S. King Street, 7" Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Kawailoa Solar, LLC (2014/SUP-06; SP15-406)
Applicant Authorization for Consuitant

To Whom It May Concern:

Kawailoa Solar, LLC is the applicant and permittee involved in the above-
referenced Special Use Permit (SUP). Kawailoa Solar, LLC now seeks to modify the
SUP. Accordingly, Kawailoa Solar, LLC hereby authorizes its consultant, Group 70
International, Inc., to act as its agent on this application to modify the above-referenced
SUP.

Kawailoa Solar, LLC hereby acknowledges that Kawailoa Solar, LLC and its
successors shail be bound and subject to the SUP and its conditions.

If you have any gquestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards,

Craig Cornelius,
President
Kawailoa Solar, LLC



Attachment 2

-:- = = NRG Renew, LLC

100 California St, Suite 400
.:.. ) San Francisco, CA 94111
-.- -.-

April 11, 2017

Attention: Planning Commission
Department of Planning and Permitting
650 S. King Street, 7*" Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Kawailoa Solar, LLC SP15-406
Waipi‘o PV, Ltd. SP-405

To Whom It May Concern:

The above referenced State Special Use Permits ("SUPs”) are held by
Waipi‘o PV, Ltd. and Kawailoa Solar, LLC, (*"Waipio Project” and “Kawailoa
Project”, respectively), wholly owned subsidiaries previously held by
SunEdison. As you may know, SunEdison filed for bankruptcy and NRG
purchased both the Waipio and Kawailoa Projects.

NRG has worked with Hawaiian Electric Company ("HECO”") to reinstate
the Power Purchase Agreements (“"PPAs”) for both Projects, and will need to
finance, construct and interconnect both projects to the Oahu electrical grid
by 2019. Based on the additional time required to establish the Projects,
NRG is requesting a modification of the permit conditions (SP15-405,
condition #5; SP15-406, condition #6) to extend the deadline to complete
the projects from 2017 to 2019. Additionally while the respective physical
footprints and output of the projects will remain similar, NRG is requesting
certain minor technical modifications to the existing SUPs. For example, the
panel specifications indicated in the initial application were based on panels
manufactured by SunEdison. Because NRG will need to purchase panels
from a different manufacturer, the panel specifications differ, though the
area covered only changes slightly. In addition, the Waipio Project approved
fixed-tilt panels, but NRG will request that the Waipio Project SUP be
modified to allow horizontal-axis tracking panels, similar to the Kawailoa
Project. NRG believes that these minor changes will not alter the impacts of
either Project beyond what was analyzed and approved by the Planning
Commission and State Land Use Commission.

NRG requests that the minor modifications to the conditions be
processed as a request for modification of a condition under the Rules of the
Planning Commission ("PC Rule”), Subchapter 4, § 2-49. NRG will be



preparing the proper documentation to modify the above reference SUPs and
will submit any other information the Planning Commission may require for
its review of the condition modifications.

As you know, the Planning Commission acted on NRG’s original
request for an extension of time to establish the Waipio Project in February
2017, and the Land Use Commission has 45 days to approve or reject that
extension. To simplify the review process and in light of our additional
modifications to the Waipio Project’s SUP conditions, NRG requests that the
Planning Commission withdraw its approval of the extension of time to from
consideration by the Land Use Commission.

NRG is obligated to achieve certain performance milestones in its PPAs
with HECO, making the timely review and approval of these SUPs extremely
important for both Projects. As such, NRG would appreciate if the DPP and
the Planning Commission could use any means within its discretion to
expedite the processing of these requests.

Finally, NRG respectfully requests that both SUP modifications be
processed as expeditiously as possible. During prior meetings with the
Department of Planning and Permitting, the parties discussed and agreed to
an expedited timeline within the parameters of the rules and the
simultaneous review of both SUPs by the Planning Commission. NRG must
have the modifications approved in order to meet financing deadlines.

We thank you for your continued support of these energy projects.
Should you have any questions, please contact NRG as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Daniel von Allmen
Senior Analyst, Project Development

cc:
Land Use Commission
Ray Young, Department of Planning and Permitting
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February 2, 2014
Robert B. Rechtman, PhD LOG NO: 2014.05215
ASM Affiliates DOC NO: 15025102
507A East Lanikaula Street Archaeology
Hilo, HI 96720

Dear Dr. Rechtman:

SUBJECT: Chapter 6E-42 Historic Preservation Review —
Archaeological Inventory Survey for First Wind’s Kawailoa Solar Power Project
Kawailoa Ahupua‘a, Waialua District, Island of O*ahu
TMK: (1) 6-1-005:001, 6-1-006:001, and 6-1-007:001

Thank you for the opportunity to review your draft report titled An Archaeological Inventory Survey of First Wind's
Kawailoa Solar Power Project, Portions of TMKs: (1) 6-1-005:001, (1) 6-1-006:001, and (1) 6-1-007:001 Kawailoa
Ahupua ‘a, Waialua District, Island of O ‘ahu (Rechtman and Clark, November 2014). We received this submittal on
November 19, 2014, and minor revisions on January 14, 2015.

The project area is located within the coastal lowlands of Kawailoa Ahupua‘a. It is situated at the shoreward end of a
saddle-like plateau along the western edge of the Ko‘olau Mountains. ASM Affiliates, Inc. conducted the 360-acre
archaeological inventory survey (AIS) of the project area at the request of First Wind Energy, LCC (First Wind).
First Wind proposes to develop a solar power generation project. The project will occupy land owned by
Kamehameha Schools and leased to First Wind for the specific purpose of the development of alternative energy.
First Wind has already developed portions of this land as a wind power energy facility, including baseline
infrastructure (i.e., roads, drainage, and power connections). The solar panels will be constructed in four arrays
within former plantation fields. The former plantation roads widened and reinforced in support of the wind farm wilt
be used for construction, operation, and maintenance purposes. A new 100-foot corridor for the placement of
collection lines will be established, and two solar substations will be constructed within the existing wind power
project area; an AIS for one substation (Rechtman et al. 2011) was reviewed and accepted by SHPD on March 14,
2012 (Log No. 2012.0600, Doc. No. 1203RS17/1112NN05).

The AIS field work included a pedestrian survey involving 100% coverage of the project area which is comprised of
the following four separate solar array survey arcas: Waimea 5 (82 acres), Waimea 6 (113 acres), Waimea 8 (38
acres) and Waimea 26 (130 acres), and the 100-foot wide makai Collector Line Corridor. The survey further
documented previously-recorded Site 50-80-04-7171 and newly-recorded Site 50-30-04-7716, both of which are
within the makai Collector Line Corridor. Both sites ar¢ portions of plantation ditch systems. Site 7171 (Upper
Waimea Ditch Complex) was recorded by Rechtman et al. (2011). Tt extends beyond the current project area.
Portions within the current project area have already been impacted by construction activities associated with
development of the proposed Kawailoa Wind Farm (e.g., widening of Ashley Road) and other sections will
potentially be impacted by the makai collector line, the makai solar substation, and the development of the Waimea
5 solar array. Site 7716 (Lower Waimea Ditch Complex) extends the ¢ntire width of the current makai collector line
survey corridor and continues both to the north and south with an overall length of about 1.9 miles. The report
indicates that both sites were assessed as significant per Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) §13-284-6 under
Criterion “d” (have yielded, or is likely to yield, information important for research on prehistory or history). It
states that the project effect recommendation is “no historic properties affected,” however mitigation in the form of



Dr. Rechtman
February 2, 2015
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archaeological monitoring is recommended to address possible inadvertent finds. We concur with the site
significance assessments. Our project effect determination is no historic properties affected. We also concur with
archaeological monitoring being conducted during project construction to ensure proper documentation and
treatment of any inadvertent finds, including possible additional features related to Sites 7171 and 7716.

The report meets the standards set forth in HAR §13-276-5. It is accepted by SHPD. Please send one hardcopy
of the document, clearly marked FINAL, along with a copy of this review letter and a text-searchable PDF
version on CD to the Kapolei SHPD office, attention SHPD Library.

Per HAR §13-284-8(a)(1)C), the agreed-upon mitigation measure for this project is data recovery in the form of
archaeological monitoring. Pursuant to HAR §13-284-8(a)(3)(e), we look forward to receiving an archaeological
monitoring plan that meets HAR §13-279-4,

Please contact me at (808) 692-8019 or Susan.A.I ebo@hawaii.gov if you have any questions or concerns regarding
this letter.

Aloha,

e B

Susan A. Lebo, PhD
Oahu Lead Archaeologist
Acting Archaeology Branch Chief
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CHATRFERSON

DAVID Y. IGE
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION I
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601 KAMOKILA BLVD, STE 555
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February 9, 2016

Russell Y. Tsuji, Land Administer LOG NO: 2015.00284
Land Division DOC NO: 1602SL03
Department of Land and Natural Resources Archaeology

P.O. Box 621

Honolulu, HI 96809

Mr. George 1. Atta, Director

City and County of Honolulu
Department of Planning and Permitting
650 South King Street, 7th Floor

Honolulu, HI 96813
Dear Sirs:
SUBJECT: Chapter 6E-42 Historic Preservation Review — REVISED COMMENTS

Application for a Special Use Permit-Solar Energy Facility (2014/SUP-6)
Kawailoa Ahupua‘a, Waialua District, Island of O‘ahu
TMK: (1) 6-1-005:001 por., 6-1-006:001 por.

Thank you for the opportunity to update our earlier review of the subject application for a special use permit for
SunEdison (formerly First Wind) to develop a 50 MW solar farm on approximately 304 acres of 3,492 acres owned
by Kamehameha Schools (February 25, 2015; Log No. 2015.00284, Doc. No. 1502GC09).

In our previous letter we indicated that an archaeological inventory survey (AIS) was conducted in support of the
present project which was reviewed and accepted by the SHPD on February 2, 2015 (Log No. 2014.05215, Doc. No.
1502SL02). The AIS further documented previously-recorded Site 50-80-04-7171, and newly recorded Site 50-80-
04-7716, both of which are within the makai Collector Line Corridor. These two sites were assessed as significant
pursuant to Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) §13-284-6 under Criterion “d” (has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important for research on prehistory or history). SHPD requested an archaeological monitoring plan
be submitted to our office for review and acceptance pursuant to HAR §13-279-4 prior to any ground disturbance.

Based on current information, the proposed solar farm will occur within the same TMK parcels covered in the plan
titled Archaeological Monitoring Plan for the First Wind Kawailoa Wind Power Project Area (TMKs: 1-6-05:001,
003, 007, 014, 015, 016, 019, 020, 021, 022; 1-6-1-06:001; 1-6-1-07:001; 1-6-1-08:025; 1-6-2-02:001, 002, 025, 1-
6-2-09:001; and 1-6-2-11:001) (Rechtman 2012) which the SHPD reviewed and accepted on July 31, 2012 (Log
No. 2011.3311, Doc. No. 1208SL18). SHPD’s determination is mo historic properties affected with
implementation of the SHPD-accepted monitoring plan. The permit issuance process may proceed.

Please contact me at (808) 692-8019 or at Susan.A.Lebo@hawaii.gov if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Aloha,

Gt B Lk

Susan A. Lebo, PhD
Archaeological Branch Chief
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From: Young, Raymond

Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 1:55 PM

To: Wren Wescoatt (wren.wescoatt@nrg.com)

Ce: Jeff Overton; Kraintz, Franz; Takahashi, Eugene H.

Subject: Waipio and Kawailoa PV SUP Mod Application Review of SUP Applications
Importance: High

The following items will need to be clarified or corrected before | can prepare the files for acceptance and processing:

2014/5UP-03

1.

&

Filing fee pursuant to Ord. 14-4 (attached; I'm not aware of any provisions in the ordinance to allow collecting a
reduced amount or waiver of SUP fees)

Correct TMK for Waipio Solar LLC is 9-5-003: 017

Original signatures on Master Application Form (MAF)

Request to Planning Commission to withdraw its recent decision on extending SUP establishment deadline {see
attached)

Show the approved SUP area on Map E200 per metes and bounds map dated Sep 25, 2015 and approved on
Sep 30, and remove or relocate any proposed improvements (panels, fencing, undisclosed hatched area west of
the reservoir) that extend beyond the approved boundary (colored light blue) unless you plan to revise the
approved area in this amendment. If you plan to revise the approved area, you need to describe those revisions
in the SUP application. Label hatched area that is located west of the proposed reservoir. Please note that
although the LUC order approved 308.8 acres, the approved survey map of the SUP area is 308.116 acres and
this is the area where DPP intends to administer the requirements of the SUP (see attached).

Regarding the clarification of owners and authorizations, Section 15-15-95 of the LUC Rules states as follows:
“Any person....may petition the county planning commission...; provided that if the person is not the owner or
sole owner in fee simple of the land, the record shall include evidence that the person requesting the special
permit has written authorization of all fee simple owners to file the petition, which authorization shall also
include an acknowledgment that the owners and their successors shaii be bound by the special permit and its
conditions.” To avoid confusion, the application request letter should be coming from the applicant as shown
on the MAF and the land-owner is to provide written authorization to the applicant to file the petition. The
applicant may file an authorization for its consultants to represent the applicant. All such documents with
signatures on behalf of the applicant and owners should be originals. This is in preparation for the transmittal of
required originals and a copy to the LUC when the Planning Commission had made its decision. Please check
with LUC staff as to what they would like to include in your application to meet Sec. 15-15-95 of their rules.
Figure 2, page 2, of the glare analysis is illegible.

|0 paper copies, one paper original, and one digital copy on electronic media of the revised SUP application will
be needed for agency review.

2014/5UP-06 .

Lind

Filing fee pursuant to Ord. 14-4 (attached)

Original signatures on Master Application Form

Show the approved SUP area on Map E200 per metes and bounds survey map dated Feb 11, 2016 and approved
on Feb 26, 2016. Please note that although the LUC Order approved 382.2 acres, the approved survey map of
the SUP area is 299.809 acres and this area is where DPP intends to administer the requirements of the SUP (see
attached).



4. Regarding the clarification of owners and authorizations, please refer to ltem 6 above.

The above is my comments and is unofficial. If you want this in writing | will prepare letters based on the above
comments for Director’s approval.

Raymond Young

Staff Planner, Community Planning Branch
Department of Planning and Permitting
650 S. King St., 7th Fir.

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Ph. (808) 768-8049

Fax (808 768-6743

Email resyoung@honolulu.gov

L
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From: Wescoatt, Wren <Wren.Wescoatt@nrg.com>

Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 12:37 PM

To: Kraintz, Franz; Young, Raymond

Cc: Joshi, Aarty; von Allmen, Daniel; Sarah M. Simmons; Benjamin A. Kudo; Jeff Overton
Subject: Modifications of 2014/SUP-3 and 2014/SUP-6

Attachments: Waipio SUP Mod Letter_DPP_Final-CompleteApplication_red.pdf; Kawailoa SUP Mod

Letter_DPP_Final_CompleteApplication_red.pdf

Aloha Raymond & Franz,

Today, I will be submitting hard copies of applications for Modifications of the existing Special Use Permits for
Waipio and Kawailoa Solar projects (2014/SUP-3 and 2014/SUP-6, respectively). Attached are electronic
copies of both submittals for your convenience. Since these are modifications, we have included information
specific to the changes being requested. Unless addressed in this application, other aspects of the projects have
not changed from what was previously evaluated and approved.

As previously discussed, the applicant requests that both applications be processed in parallel, so that they may
be considered at the same hearing by the Planning Commission and later by the State Land Use

Commission. Timing of permit approval is critical for the financing and PPA milestones of these projects, so
any additional costs are incurred in expediting processing, the applicant is willing to to cover those costs.
Please confirm receipt of this email and advise if further information is needed, so that the applications may be
officially accepted as soon as practical.

Thanks,

Wren

Wren Wescoatt

Director of Project Development
NRG

wren.wescoatt@nre.com
808-780-1000
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April 21, 2017

M. Kathy Sokugawa, Acting Director
Department of Planning and Permitting
City and County of Honolulu

650 S. King Street, 7" Floor

Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Modification of Kawailoa Solar Project (2014/SUP-6; SP15-406)

Dear Acting Director Sokugawa:

Pursuant to the Special Use Permit granted for the Kawailoa Solar Project (2014/SUP-6; SP15-
406)(“Project”), Kawailoa Solar, LLC (“Permittee”) is applying for a modification of the existing permit, to
accommodate certain updates, time extensions and minor technical changes to the Project. This
application explains the planned changes in reference to the existing permit and identifies, for the
Department’s consideration, suggested revisions to the previous Findings of Fact and Decision and
Order. Updated exhibits are provided on the Project which include updated drawings of the Solar Energy
Facility (“SEF”). None of the proposed changes are expected to materially affect the potential impacts of
the Project as evaluated and described in the existing SUP.

This request for madification includes the following proposed changes:
1. Change of Ownership, Change of Property Owner

In March of 2015, the Permittee’s ultimate parent company, SunEdison filed for bankruptcy. NRG Renew
LLC (“NRG") purchased three of the subsidiary companies that were developing solar projects on Oahu:
Waipio PV, LLC, Kawailoa Solar, LLC and Lanikuhana Solar, LLC, through a court-approved acquisition in
October 2016. The Permittee for this project remains Kawailoa Solar, LLC, though it is now owned by
NRG. Permittee provided notice of this change in ownership in an Annual Compliance Report, which
was submitted in February 2017 to DPP with copies to the State Land Use Commission and State Office
of Planning. This may require updating the Findings of Fact to document this change in ownership.



2. Extension of Time to Establish Project, Term of Permit

Previously, the Project had executed a Power Purchase Agreement {“PPA”) with Hawaiian Electric
Company (“HECO”) which was approved by the Public Utilities Commission {“PUC”) and was scheduled
to start construction in 2015, with completion planned in late 2016. The SUP required that the SEF be
established no later than July 29, 2017 (2014/SUP-06, condition #6; SP15-405, condition #6), two years
after the permit approval date. Construction on the Project was halted in February 2015, as a result of
the termination of the Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) by Hawaiian Electric Company (“HECO”) and
the subsequent bankruptcy of SunEdison, which were circumstances beyond the control of the
Permittee.

The Permittee has resumed work on the development of substantially the same Project, but requires the
previous deadline to be extended in order to complete the SEF. NRG is in the process of re-negotiating
the PPA with HECO and will proceed with engineering, permitting and financing, to be followed by
construction in 2018 and completion in 2019. To enable NRG to pick up where the previous developer
left off, and complete essentially the same Project that was previously approved, and provide the same
benefit of Hawaii residents, the Permittee is requesting a modification of the time to establish the SEF,
from July 31, 2015 to December 31, 2019.

The term of the SUP was previously 35 years from the date of approval. Modern solar photovoltaic
projects are typically designed to operate for a period of 35 years. In conjunction with this request to
extend the time to construct the Project, the Permittee is also seeking to maintain the SUP’s term of 35
years, to begin at the approval date of this modification. Since the Project will begin operation 2-3 years
later than previously anticipated, updating the start date of the SUP would maintain the same 35-year
period that was authorized in the existing permit and would not alter the potential impacts of the
Project that were previously considered. Both of these extensions would require updating the Findings
of Fact and condition #6 of the Decision and Order. For convenience, a redline of the previous Decision
and Order is attached with proposed revisions for your consideration.

3. Project Technical Changes

The Permittee also plans to make the following minor technical changes to the design of the Project,
none of which materially alters the description or potential impacts that were previously considered.

A. Change in the number of solar panels. Previously, the Project planned to utilize solar panels or
“modules” manufactured by SunEdison. Since the bankruptcy of SunEdison, those modules are
no longer available or financeable, and the Permittee is evaluating alternative solar modules
from other manufacturers and will not make a final determination for several months. Modules
vary in size, and while the aggregate energy generated and area covered by the panels would be
approximately the same, the number of modules will vary depending on the final module
selected. For example, a larger-dimension 370w QCells panel would require approximately
169,000 modules and cover approximately 89 acres to produce the same amount of energy as a
smaller 122w First Solar panel which would require 525,000 modules and cover approximately
100 acres. Specifications of these two potential module types are included in this application.
The following table illustrates the number of modules that was planned in 2015 in the previous
design and indicates the range in number of modules planned in the preposed modification.
While the number of modules would vary depending on the size of the panel selected,the
aggregate area covered and potential impacts of the project would be approximately the same
as was previously evaluated in 2015.




B. Change in perimeter fencing material. Previously, the Solar arrays were to be enclosed by a

perimeter fence approximately 4 feet high composed of steel “hog wire” mesh. In order to
conform to industry standards for safety, the project now will use steel chain-link mash
approximately 6 feet high. Chain-link is commonly used in ground mounted solar projects to
restrict access to the medium-voltage electrical equipment. This change in Fencing will improve
the safety of the project but will not otherwise alter the footprint or potential impacts
previously considered. As specified previously, the perimeter fence will not include barbed wire.

The table below illustrates the project specifications approved in 2015, and as proposed in 2017,
including the changes listed above to module count and perimeter fencing:

Kawailoa Solar Project Specifications

2015 2017 Net Change
Net Capacity 49 MW 49 MW No change
Module Count 196,160 *169,000 -27,000 to +329,000 modules
525,000
Covered Area (acres) 95 *90-100 +/- 5 acres
Lot Coverage <1% *< 1% No change
Permitted Area (acres) 384 384 No change
Racks Tracking Tracking No change
Max Module Height (ft) 9.5 95 No change
Latest Completion Date 7/29/17 12/31/19 2.5 years
Perimeter Fencing 4’ hog-wire 6’ chain link Upta2’

* Module count, covered area and ot coverage will vary slightly depending on final module selected.

To facilitate the Department’s review of this application, the following exhibits are included:

Exhibit A: DPP Master Application Form

Exhibit B: Overall Site Layout Drawing (E200)

Exhibit C: Tracker Detail Drawing (E300)

Exhibit D: Module Specifications (QCells, First Solar)

Exhibit E: Landowner Authorization Letter

Exhibit F: Letter of Intent for Sheep Grazing

Exhibit G: Suggested revisions to the Findings of Fact and Decision and Order

Since the original permit fee ($15,000) was paid based on a permitted area of 384 acres, the Permittee
requests that the permit fee for this modification be based on the additionai acreage being requested.
This modification contemplates no additional acreage in permit area. Also, given the relatively minor
scope of changes, Permittee respectfully requests that this SUP modification be accepted and processed
as expeditiously as possible. During prior meetings with the Department of Planning and Permitting, the
parties discussed and agreed to an expedited timeline within the parameters of the rules and the
simultaneous review of both the Kawailoa Solar and Waipio Solar SUPs by the Planning Commission.
NRG must have the modifications approved in order to meet financing deadlines.



For questions or further information about this application, please contact Aarty Joshi at NRG
(aarty.joshi@nrg.com; 415-627-4656) or Wren Wescoatt {wren.wescoatt@ nrg,com; 808-780-1000).

Best regards,

|
A

X

Aarty loshi
Senior Manager, Environmental Permitting

CccC:

Wren Wescoatt, Director of Project Development
Raymand Young, Planning Division

Ben Kudo, Ashford & Wriston, LLC

Attached Exhibits:

DPP Master Application Form

Overall Site Plan

Tracker Detail Drawing (E300)

Module Specifications (QCells, First Solar)

Landowner Authorization Letter

Letter of Intent for Sheep Grazing

Suggested revisions to the Findings of Fact and Decision and Order
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