. Lanai’ mucrf\dvmr)'(lomlﬂlm
* . PO: Box 630400
: [ﬂm City, HE 9&763’-94

.-‘mmnon. Mr.&)mld(‘nma Chax,
Dear Mr Gm.thembers

sk you for vour request letter dated Scp!mber 8 2009 \\c have reviewed the ma:ord of
n Watcr Resource Management (Commission) decisions; the previous findings of fact
mﬁ;r dedsm!wb. and corrent data, plans, and studics, and do not see a justification for
ion procecdings at this time. We recognize that the comawmity ay have
éms, 35 does the Commission; and that you would appecciate the oppartunity (o refresh
ase accept this lewter 38 a preliminary statement of our position 16 keep these issues
:1;-due to our cuncmbudgct crisis, We cannot Justify wavel for this meeting.

our undcmaadmg thatthé: umiwatcr.hdvisury D‘onmttm {(LWAC) dcslmdmm -
‘oversight in licu of'a complrted Water Use and Development Plan (WUDP): The
ion'did conduct anaual meetings for a while, and has regularly pacticipated in the Working
 Advisory Committce (scu history below) Once the Plan passes byonfmame. approved.,
‘conditions will no r » Evenso, il new information or4he WUDP =w¢e the

we :wp:cpmdw mpm deumm pmdmgﬁfmﬂed.
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i o 3) To require a mwcslnmg: phn‘ this was met by a (ransmittal for thc .»\pnl 16. t997
T Cnmtbloumowng (amacked to submittsl as Exhibit 2).

4) The Commission 1 hold annual informational mectings: this was modified in 1997 10
hold meelings until thi tormation of a permarnent advisory group to monitor

1mp!cmmm=on of the Lanai Worhngﬁmup choﬂ agd modxﬁcd :g.::n in Ja.ndaq 2001 -

to participate in the Lanai Water Advi reetings) while:
rescrving the xight to ceturn To anoual meetings ifit seemed necessary. The Commission
- had also required qu:.rlcT’I)' reports on’ wa% msinagément aciivitics, and :cqncncd
that the Land Use Commission (LUC) pravide regukar updates of Lanaj-relafed issucs. °
Watershed activity repons weré wransniiited for 3 abour a year, but are rio fonges being’

transmitted. The LUC docs not provide regular updates; although staff of both
Conumss:ons have oona‘:itcdﬂn them. - Casile & kaa&mﬂs&:\hsmmtzm_w

nucmmveso urce i the ‘ iphafm!s o max:nalizeand lrmd
dw:lopmm continucs as. sch dukd. Water levels haw.-mt declin,

: progress of land de\'ctopmm
&mm__nmmm Tke Comm:mon shal! consider the following:

Whciher an increase in water use or awzhorized use migy cause the. umtbwn rate of wmfadrmaf
Jfrom the ground water sowrce (o, n'ath 90% o[ the sm(mmbtr yield q,“ i prqpawd water
m.fmaécmm ared.

:’[‘h: sustainable wckfmman: forthe ls!md of Lamr is 6 mpd for the I'ngh Jevel dike aquifers ~ 3
= for the Windward System and 3 for the Leeward. System. All wellsbut Well 6 arc in the
. Leeward System; ouly Well 6 in the Windward System. The July 31, 2009 12-MAV pumpage

* feom the Leewned System was just under 1.5 msd. Potential total pl..mpigv at build-put. for all
= soucces, including system losses, if conservation and alfernace soaroes-are mplmwnled. is
" estimated at 4.3 mgd. Thére is-2 concemn to appropriately-spread this pumpage between the two -
-2quifer systems. In addition, because these are high-level aqucrs. it is also relevant o cpmmlly
 “Tocate wellsin their respective compartments. as cach has its own capacity and flow paramefers,
- meavured chicfly I:y water levels as well as by chlur-.dcc and temperature. ; 4

Susmnab!r. yieldsin lungel aquifers are based on the overall water balance; and safewell
“capacity for cach well is measured by water levels against known pumpage. The Comzmsitzn s
ground water modeling effort in 1993 compered predictive wau:r_ levels-in a st af unique
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well opc.mmg gmdchms with “action” and “lowest allowable™ water levels for cach well, 1o
regulate pumpage. From this sandpoint, the water levels in all three brackish irigation, wells —
Wells 1.9, and 14.~are approaching “action™ levels. We-will look to the WUDP for gmduu on
what won]d bcd\eapmpcmc action.

% J?lere is an actual or l?reatemd water quality d!gradamn as &la'muml by the Deparrmem of
Hmlth

~ 3. Mzeri:cr ugulmm is necessary jo preserve the diminishing ground water mppl; far_fufm
mea’.s; asev. !dmced 6}- excessively dtdrnmg water levels.

15 uanil clxmaw conditions retumed toi normal. Potable Well §
aring:a histus’ lhc(wau:r level recovered i little, now

Jloride contents qr' exix:mg wells are inmwm:g to Imls which mfaﬂy rediice
their existing uses.

te brackish wells. wrren:ly avmgmg ‘about 325 mgd..#ﬁ mg/L. :nd ?75 mgf‘l..for
9,and 14, respectively. This mage-may be useful fora \-mely of uscs, although low:r
mbc:ner.:nd\\’elllhuhomdwimsﬂumof mmcm,m

ess, chloride u\rcls ham fem:med stable in allq!‘ lhcw mﬂs over lhc past two years of




Eanai Water .-\dwsory Co;mmluc
ed .
December 4, 2

6. Whether excissh pﬁw)zrabh’-flmfé ix ectaring.

We recognize high levels of system loss in tho various delivery: systems on Lanai, as noted in the
“ QOctober 19,2009 Draft Lanai-Water Use and Development Plan (LWUDP). The level of
‘pumpage required 1o compensate for system loss has shown some gradual decfine in waler levels.
which may be due to dmugm but this dacs not yet posc a threat to the resource. The !ong-l:rm
conversion of an extensive and antiquated i wngauon SY3Tem 10 a more targeted system seoving
modsm powble needs, reducing system los3, is taking time butis procecding. “There need 10 be
continuing cfforts to identify and stop leaks, climinate obsolele branchics of working service
systems, and to upgndes}ucm components 1o improve the system efliciency. This, together
‘with water conservation pracuccs. is & chief source of new supply to aect projected demand

Ttq The Commission's ground watci-model showed that maintenance ol the watershed
to promeie fog drip is probably u'& greatest concem, Jim Jumk's recenily updau:d fog-drip study
re-cmphasizes this. : <

7. Serious disputes re. q:mhgllre we of graund water mowws are accw'rmg

* A major result of designating @ ground water management arca wauld. b:xh:u cnd uses be
' approved as reasonablc and beneficial. There have been !ons-shnd.msdjswus as to whether

some of the zmounts being used are extravagant, wasteful, damuging o the aquifer, or
sustainable by a watershed in decline. The Commission is aware lbaLLanm Water Campa.ny is
proceeding with the Public Utility Commlsswa (PUC) 10 approve use pte charges to discourage
exiravagant use, and the company is continually upgrading its aging systém 1o reduce sctwal and
potential leakage, along with its modemiziog purposcs: The company bas invested heavilyin
[encing 10 exclude feral ungulatesfrom the primary ground water recharge area, and in replanting

. #lond-capiure trees, Because water levelsand chlorides have ot shown an immediate threat to

“~éKisting Water resources; and because of community and Company: efforts 10 addiess these issucs,

Commission has declined to:designate (he island’s aguifers as Waler managenient areas..

wr. it has récommended concerted ciforts 1o preparc 3 Water Uscand Dc\-'clcpm:m Plan

DP) to address the infrastructure and consumption issucs, participating in the commuity

comimittes plmxa; cffarts. It has requirced regular reponing of pumpage. chlorides, and water*

Icvcis. resulting in perhaps the best reporting of these prrametess statewide, and was conducting:

.-.nnuul cmnmmny i:pdatc mectings pending the adoption of s WUDP. The commission has

it would institwe public informational micetings to discuss mitigation measures if the total

\ulﬁammls reach 80% of the estimated sustsinable yield. b the Lecward Aquifer System, this

!Ww:hrr uarardhdopmm prqmu rhm have received. mxyﬁ'dem{ Siaie, or. county appmm‘
oray resudl in one of the above canditions,

The current mfmsw:mrc of Lanai Water'Company cannot supply the anncnpau:d full I:mld-out
of the project district plans. -Under current egulations alihongh end-0f pipe, watct usc peanits
are not currently réquired, pumpage from individual wells can be regulated to'avoid localized
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overpumpage and deterioration of water quality. This would effectively prevent end users from
overconsuming available water suppljes Aecommodm“\s full build out'would require reduction
of system loss, improved Conservation measuces, construction of new wells or expanded -
altemative sources, such as wastewaler reuse, to augmcm: tbc cxisung delivery sysum

Conclision:

There continue to be issucs of concem to the Commission. and a desire to adopt plans tor
address them before pumpage reaches levels that theeaten available resources. ‘As-of now, we do not
see the urgency of resuming annual meetings nor reopening designation procecdings. The impending
WUDP is a cdtical clement in this oqmuau. and the Commassmn reserves the right w recvaiuate’
these provisions in the posmons staled in this lerter.

If you have any questwns. please cnnmtmc at (808) 587-0214 or toll frec from Maui at
984-2400, extension 70214,

Sincercly,

Cliss






