
From: mark albers
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Against Ololwalu development
Date: 11/17/2015 11:45 AM

Aloha to the State Land Use Commission Panel,                                                      
                                                                                                            11/17/15

My husband and I,  and dozens of our friends and neighbors who live on the West 
side of Maui,  are strongly opposed to this 1700 proposed home project at Olowalu.  
There are so many reasons why this development would hurt Maui,  that it makes my
 head spin.  I will focus on just two.

The Olowalu reef is adjacent and very close to this proposed project.  It is a very 
large reef system and it,  along with all other reefs around the islands,  are struggling
 to stay alive.  They are barely hanging on. This is common knowledge.  We have 
seen the coral bleaching first hand because we are avid boaters and snorkelers.  
Would the development of these homes help our reefs?  It’s so obvious that just the 
runoff, dirt and debris from such a large project would cause even more damage to 
our delicate reefs and very possibly destroy them.  This fact alone is enough reason 
to put a stop to this development.
I strongly urge everyone to take a boat,  like the catamarans that leave Kaanapali 
every day,  out to this reef and snorkel there, to see for yourself what is at stake.  It 
is the only way to really understand what they are willing to destroy by going forward
 with this project.

Another damaging by-product of this project, would be the added 3000 to 4000 more
 vehicles on the westside Maui road system. There are already too many cars and 
frequent gridlock situations taking place, and a lot of unhappy visitors and residents 
alike are stuck in this traffic all too often.  There will never be a bypass road over the 
PALI !  The infrastructure of West Maui simply cannot absorb the impact this huge 
development would inflict on our community.

Please consider this:  Tourism is a very valuable revenue for Maui.  Why is Maui such 
a popular tourist destination right now?  A very large part is because of the climate,  
and the ocean water activities,  which include snorkeling and diving.

Large developmental projects like this will HURT us in many ways.  It would be a sad 
day indeed when scores of visitors stop coming to Maui,  because then our economy 
will indeed suffer.  Tourist will be spreading these words:  “ Maui used to be so nice 
and so beautiful.  The water was clean and the snorkeling was pretty good in places. 
 Now the coral is dead or dying!  Where are all the colorful tropical fish?  And there is
 so much traffic and gridlock now,  especially on the West side.  Maui is Pau,  like so 
many other islands.  It’s so sad.  Why did they allow all that development to get out 
of control?   We’re not going back.”

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Maui could be a worldwide leader of tropical islands by 
setting the example of making sure that the health of our Environment, our ocean 
and our land,  is placed ABOVE all other special interest?  The headline would say:  
Maui:  A Paradise that Saved Itself.   It is not too late to begin going down a 
better path,  a moral path,  towards our future…. The correct path….  A path of 
sustainability.  

mailto:omwao@cox.net
mailto:luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov


Maui NO KA OI !!  Maui is the best!  We want to be able to say that for years to 
come and we want it to be TRUE!

Sincerely, 

Suzanne and Mark Albers    Lahaina, Maui

  



From: Kaley Rehm
Reply To: Kaley Rehm
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Fw: #SaveOlowalu Action Alert: Submit Testimony to the LUC
Date: 11/17/2015 01:10 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I Kaley Lei Rehm live in Australia, but lived in Pukalani since 2006 till 2012 and
 oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because the Environmental Impact
 Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's concerns about the
 preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the
 degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle
 from Mauka to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain
 and foster its resources in order to sustainably support the community. In an
 ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural ecosystem, but instead they
 were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural land for
 short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of
 date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords.
 Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu
 Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a
 non-Hawaiian project.
Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet
 to be built in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone,
 there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will not be
 affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area will likely end up
 following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than
 affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no
 mention of where public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and
 how recreational beach users will be able to access the coastline. Furthermore, they
 are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the road from a popular
 surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at
 this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore
 environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there
 is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous
 lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of
 stress. Here on the West Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs
 several miles away. Will the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS
 Volume 1-Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no
 endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives
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 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we find endangered
 Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway. In addition,
 they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef
 area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas
 when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They
 completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often
 frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects this development
 project has on rare species of corals that are being proposed to be placed on the
 endangered species list.
In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very
 existence of the last well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old
 kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid Marine
 Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000 cars,
 waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and pesticides
 will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef ecosystem;
 coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this development will
 exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean acidification are causing.
 They say that this development will drive this priceless coral reef down the slippery
 slope to slime.
Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this
 project, they proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing units,
 and 500 market priced units. Since these original meetings, they have added 300-
350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls, and
 substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the promise of
 affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60
 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and kupuna to
 swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the
 developers act as if everyone wanted this project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional
 meetings with the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-win
 situations that can be reached with the citizens of Maui County.
I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for
 the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.
 
Mahalo for your time,
 
Kaley Lei Rehm
Kaleylei@yahoo.com
 



From: lonopelecabanilla
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Impact from olowalu town development
Date: 11/17/2015 01:40 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I Lono Cabanilla live in Lahaina and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development
 because the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the
 community's concerns about the preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices,
 traffic, fires, tsunamis and the degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just
 to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle
 from Mauka to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain
 and foster its resources in order to sustainably support the community. In an
 ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural ecosystem, but instead they
 were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural land for
 short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of
 date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords.
 Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu
 Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a
 non-Hawaiian project.

Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet
 to be built in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone,
 there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will not be
 affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area will likely end up
 following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than
 affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no
 mention of where public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and
 how recreational beach users will be able to access the coastline. Furthermore, they
 are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the road from a popular
 surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at
 this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore
 environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there
 is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous
 lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of
 stress. Here on the West Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs
 several miles away. Will the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS
 Volume 1-Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no
 endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives
 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we find endangered
 Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway. In addition,
 they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef
 area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas
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 when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They
 completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often
 frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects this development
 project has on rare species of corals that are being proposed to be placed on the
 endangered species list.

In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very
 existence of the last well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old
 kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid
 Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000
 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and
 pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef
 ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this
 development will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean
 acidification are causing. They say that this development will drive this priceless coral
 reef down the slippery slope to slime.

Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this
 project, they proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing
 units, and 500 market priced units. Since these original meetings, they have added
 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls,
 and substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the promise of
 affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60
 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and kupuna to
 swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the
 developers act as if everyone wanted this project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional
 meetings with the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-
win situations that can be reached with the citizens of Maui County.

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for
 the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.

 

Mahalo for your time,

 

Lono Cabanilla, 
Lonopelecabanilla@yahoo.com 



From: Jim Tierney
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu - Testimony of the Final-EIS, Reject the EIS
Date: 11/17/2015 02:10 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I  live in Kahana and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because
the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the
community's concerns.

Traffic is already bad going from Lahaina to the other side and this would
make it significantly worse. There’s no plan to mitigate the increased
traffic. This will make driving to points north of Olowalu even more
difficult… affecting those of us that live here, tourists (particularly
those trying to get to the airport), and hospitality workers. This is a
significant problem that affects a great many people, including the tourists
that drive the economy.

There’s already a significant coral bleaching event happening that’s
threatening our coral and the ecosystems it supports. This development would
seriously impact the biggest coral system we have and further endanger it.
Aside from our ecological responsibilities, diving and snorkeling are
important tourist activities. It is also one of the reasons Conde Naste
voted Maui the best island in the world. The more we damage our reefs, the
greater risk we have of diminishing Maui as a top travel destination.

There seems to be limited benefit from this development, as they’ve gone
back on their commitment of affordable housing, so it’s not something that
makes sense to do. Given the impact on existing residents on the West Side,
the Economic consequences, the Ecological damage, and lack of benefits… this
needs to be rejected.

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the
EIS for the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef
ecosystem.
 
Mahalo for your time,
 Jim Tierney
4435 Lower Honoapiilani Rd #206
Lahaina, HI 96761
415-577-5396 (cell) or 808-669-0878
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From: Jill LaBram
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS, Reject the EIS
Date: 11/17/2015 11:45 AM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I live in Launiupoko and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because the Environmental Impact
 Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's concerns about the preservation of Native Hawaiian
 cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name
 a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle from Mauka to Makai (the
 land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain and foster its resources in order to sustainably support
 the community. In an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural ecosystem, but instead they were a
 natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural land for short term profit. The use of the
 concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an
 ahupua’a system affords. Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu
 Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a non-Hawaiian project.

Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet to be built in other West
 Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone, there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority
 of the homes will not be affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area will likely end up
 following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than affordable housing for local
 families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no mention of where public parking
 will be placed near existing surfing locations and how recreational beach users will be able to access the
 coastline. Furthermore, they are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the road from a popular
 surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at this area and the potential
 affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5
 acre leach field and there is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous
 lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of stress. Here on the West
 Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs several miles away. Will the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS Volume 1-Part 2 page 22
 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the Master
 Plan for alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we find endangered Nene goose
 nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway. In addition, they choose to exclude the Endangered
 Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these
 resting areas when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They completely exclude
 the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include
 the effects this development project has on rare species of corals that are being proposed to be placed on the
 endangered species list.

In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very existence of the last well-developed
 coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With the
 exception of the paid Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000 cars,
 waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and pesticides will actually benefit the
 largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told
 us that this development will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean acidification are causing.
 They say that this development will drive this priceless coral reef down the slippery slope to slime.

Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this project, they proposed 500
 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing units, and 500 market priced units. Since these original
 meetings, they have added 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls,
 and substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the promise of affordable housing still
 remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families
 take their keiki and kupuna to swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet
 the developers act as if everyone wanted this project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional meetings with the community
 to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-win situations that can be reached with the citizens of Maui
 County.

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for the sake of future
 generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.

mailto:jill.labram@gmail.com
mailto:luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov


 

Mahalo for your time,

Jill LaBram, concerned citizen



From: Patitucci, Bart
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS, Reject the EIS
Date: 11/17/2015 02:39 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

My name is Bart Patitucci and live in Haiku and Olowalu is one of my favorite surf and
 snorkel spots on the island.  West Maui Mountains are so beautiful from the water
 because you can see the rugged details due to their proximity to the ocean.  This
 fall, because of the relatively wet summer, the mountains were so lush and green
 when usually they are brown.  I was surfing and as I watched the sun begin to rise
 over West Maui Mountains, I saw two Nenes flying in the distance.  I will never
 forget that memory, because the feeling of beauty and awe was so wonderful and
 powerful.  Olowalu should stay undeveloped to preserve the nature and incredible
 beauty that incompasses it.

I also oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because the Environmental
 Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's concerns about
 the preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the
 degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle
 from Mauka to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain
 and foster its resources in order to sustainably support the community. In an
 ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural ecosystem, but instead they
 were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural land for
 short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of
 date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords.
 Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu
 Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a
 non-Hawaiian project.

Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet
 to be built in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone,
 there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will not be
 affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area will likely end up
 following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than
 affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no
 mention of where public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and
 how recreational beach users will be able to access the coastline. Furthermore, they
 are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the road from a popular
 surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at
 this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore
 environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there
 is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous
 lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of
 stress. Here on the West Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs
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 several miles away. Will the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS
 Volume 1-Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no
 endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives
 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we find endangered
 Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway. In addition,
 they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef
 area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas
 when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They
 completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often
 frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects this development
 project has on rare species of corals that are being proposed to be placed on the
 endangered species list.

In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very
 existence of the last well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old
 kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid
 Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000
 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and
 pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef
 ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this
 development will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean
 acidification are causing. They say that this development will drive this priceless coral
 reef down the slippery slope to slime.

Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this
 project, they proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing
 units, and 500 market priced units. Since these original meetings, they have added
 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls,
 and substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the promise of
 affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60
 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and kupuna to
 swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the
 developers act as if everyone wanted this project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional
 meetings with the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-
win situations that can be reached with the citizens of Maui County.

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for
 the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.

 

Mahalo for your time,

Bart Patitucci

-- 
9th and 11th Grade Humanities Teacher
Kihei Charter School



300 Ohukai Rd. Suite #209
Kihei, HI 96753
808-875-0700
bpatitucci@kiheicharter.org
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From: Karolle Wall
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS
Date: 11/17/2015 02:43 PM
Attachments: olowalu reject EIS.docx

Letter is attached as well.  

Tuesday, November 17th, 2015

 

Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS,

 

Please Reject the EIS

 

 

 

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission

 

 

As a concerned part-time resident of Kihei, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to the proposed Olowalu town development. But mostly, I am writing as a 
grandmother who is concerned that her children’s, children’s children will not see a 
better Olowalu. 

As an avid snorkeler and underwater photographer who has spent a great deal of 
time on the reefs of Olowalu over the past 20 years, I have seen first hand the 
effects of poor management.  The reefs are dying. They are especially stressed by 
warmer waters (heavy bleaching) nutrient run-off, overfishing, garbage and 
sunscreen.   The 700 year old Kapuna that survive this year’s bleaching event will be 
needed more than ever to seed the reefs of Olowalu and beyond.  Healthier reefs 
mean more fish for fishers as well as snorkelers and divers – and a better habitat for 
the severely endangered monk seal to hopefully survive and eventually thrive in.  
Healthier reefs will also provide some protection against tsunamis – a threat that we 
all know to be very real.

 

And what about other endangered species? Sea turtles, Nene, native plants? 
Seabirds? They cannot speak for themselves.  They are barely surviving as it is. 
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Tuesday, November 17th, 2015



Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS,



Please Reject the EIS







Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission





As a concerned part-time resident of Kihei, I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Olowalu town development. But mostly, I am writing as a grandmother who is concerned that her children’s, children’s children will not see a better Olowalu. 



As we all know traffic to Lahaina and back is already intolerable and with the West Maui area continuing to grow it can only get worse.  Parking for surfers, snorkelers, beach goers and people stuck in traffic (wanting some relief from the endless wait) is not discussed sufficiently in the EIS.  



As an avid snorkeler and underwater photographer who has spent a great deal of time on the reefs of Olowalu over the past 20 years, I have seen first hand the effects of poor management.  The reefs are dying. They are especially stressed by warmer waters (heavy bleaching) nutrient run-off, overfishing, garbage and sunscreen.   The 700 year old Kapuna that survive this year’s bleaching event will be needed more than ever to seed the reefs of Olowalu and beyond.  Healthier reefs mean more fish for fishers as well as snorkelers and divers – and a better habitat for the severely endangered monk seal to hopefully survive and eventually thrive in.  Healthier reefs will also provide some protection against tsunamis – a threat that we all know to be very real. 



And what about other endangered species? Sea turtles, Nene, native plants? Seabirds? They cannot speak for themselves.  They are barely surviving as it is.  



Development can only make a bad situation worse. Especially since the development proposed seems to have grown since the last request for input.  There appears to be less emphasis on affordable housing and it would seem there is an addition of 3000 -3500 square feet of commercial space (for shopping? Other businesses?  How will these affect the number of visitors to the area (again more traffic, more fire risks, more potential medical emergencies and more utilization of precious natural resources).  



Which also brings me to the question of sewage treatment.  The report needs to address this far more clearly and ensure that none of the sewage byproduct enters the fragile ecosystem – heavy nutrients, prescription medications . . . so much of our waste can simply not be filtered out and eventually makes its way to the ocean.  



Clearly, I feel strongly that this development should be rejected in its entirety.  Not many visitors or part-time residents will be able to express their concerns. I am someone who lives here for five months every year. I volunteer for a number of organizations on Maui, and in that capacity I  converse with many people who make their home here for three to six months every year.  Most are not happy with the way Maui is developing.  They speak of the loss of coral habitat, fish, the inability to find recreational parking, traffic problems.  Many, who live in the Kihei area, like I do, simply avoid going to Lahaina as much as possible.  The thought of at least 4000 more people visiting and living in Olowalu will likely encourage more people to stay south in order to avoid traffic and overly crowded beaches.  

Please, please do not turn Olawalu into another Wailea.  Leave it be.  Work on protecting it, not threatening it further – or at the very least hold additional community meetings and work toward a much more equitable plan for both humans and non-humans alike.  

.  



 

Sincerely



Karolle Wall

808 419 8069





 







Development can only make a bad situation worse. Especially since the development 
proposed seems to have grown since the last request for input.  There appears to be 
less emphasis on affordable housing and it would seem there is an addition of 3000 
-3500 square feet of commercial space (for shopping? Other businesses?  How will 
these affect the number of visitors to the area (again more traffic, more fire risks, 
more potential medical emergencies and more utilization of precious natural 
resources). 

 

Which also brings me to the question of sewage treatment.  The report needs to 
address this far more clearly and ensure that none of the sewage byproduct enters 
the fragile ecosystem – heavy nutrients, prescription medications . . . so much of our 
waste can simply not be filtered out and eventually makes its way to the ocean. 

 

Clearly, I feel strongly that this development should be rejected in its entirety.  Not 
many visitors or part-time residents will be able to express their concerns. I am 
someone who lives here for five months every year. I volunteer for a number of 
organizations on Maui, and in that capacity I  converse with many people who make 
their home here for three to six months every year.  Most are not happy with the way
 Maui is developing.  They speak of the loss of coral habitat, fish, the inability to find 
recreational parking, traffic problems.  Many, who live in the Kihei area, like I do, 
simply avoid going to Lahaina as much as possible.  The thought of at least 4000 
more people visiting and living in Olowalu will likely encourage more people to stay 
south in order to avoid the already intolerable traffic and potentially  overly crowded 
beaches. 

Please, please do not turn Olawalu into another Wailea.  Leave it be.  Work on 
protecting it, not threatening it further – or at the very least hold additional 
community meetings and work toward a much more equitable plan for both humans 
and non-humans alike. 

. 

 

 

Sincerely

 

Karolle Wall

808 419 8069

 

 

 



 



From: Joseph Kohn
Sent By: outlook_945bcbf227049f41@outlook.com
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS, Reject the EIS
Date: 11/17/2015 11:45 AM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission, 
I live in Waiehu and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because the Environmental 
Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's concerns about the 
preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the degradation of 
vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 
To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle from Mauka 
to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain and foster its resources in
 order to sustainably support the community. In an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the 
natural ecosystem, but instead they were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize 
prime agricultural land for short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development 
model is out of date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords. 
Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu Mauka to 
Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a non-Hawaiian project. 
Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet to be built 
in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone, there are fire threats nearly
 every year, and a majority of the homes will not be affordable to the average local families here 
on Maui. This area will likely end up following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of 
vacation homes rather than affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental 
prices. 
The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no mention of where
 public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and how recreational beach users will 
be able to access the coastline. Furthermore, they are proposing to build a waste water treatment 
plant across the road from a popular surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on 
the culture of surfing at this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the 
nearshore environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there is 
no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous lava rock and 
add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of stress. Here on the West 
Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs several miles away. Will the leech field 
do the same? 
The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS Volume 1-
Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no endangered or threatened species
 or their habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the 
area where we find endangered Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new 
highway. In addition, they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent 
the reef area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas when 
4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They completely exclude 
the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they 
don’t include the effects this development project has on rare species of corals that are being 
proposed to be placed on the endangered species list. 
In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very existence of the last 
well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old kupuna coral colonies that seed 
adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the 
retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, 
additional fertilizers and pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless 
coral reef ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this development 
will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean acidification are causing. They say 
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that this development will drive this priceless coral reef down the slippery slope to slime. 
Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this project, they 
proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing units, and 500 market priced 
units. Since these original meetings, they have added 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial 
space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls, and substantially reduced the number of affordable 
housing units and the promise of affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They 
have also added a 60 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and 
kupuna to swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the 
developers act as if everyone wanted this project. 
Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional meetings with 
the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-win situations that can be 
reached with the citizens of Maui County. 
I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for the sake of 
future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem. 
Mahalo for your time, 

Joseph Kohn MD
1268 W Hiahia Pl
Wailuku, HI  96793-9762
808-359-6605
Joseph@WeAreOne.cc
www.WeAreOne.cc
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From: Riley Bond
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Oppose to the Proposed Olowalu Town Development
Date: 11/17/2015 11:59 AM

I, Riley Bond, live in Lahaina, Maui and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development because the 
Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's concerns about the 
preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the degradation of vital 
terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle from Mauka to 
Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain and foster its resources in order to 
sustainably support the community. In an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural 
ecosystem, but instead they were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural 
land for short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of date, false, 
and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords. Therefore, to use the ahupua’a 
system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the 
ahupua’a system in order to promote a non-Hawaiian project.
Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet to be built in other 
West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone, there are fire threats nearly every year, 
and a majority of the homes will not be affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area 
will likely end up following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than 
affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no mention of where public 
parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and how recreational beach users will be able to 
access the coastline. Furthermore, they are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the 
road from a popular surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at 
this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore environment. Furthermore, 
they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich 
water to percolate through the porous lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot 
afford this type of stress. Here on the West Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs 
several miles away. Will the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS Volume 1-Part 2 
page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no endangered or threatened species or their 
habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we 
find endangered Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway. In addition, they 
choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef area and utilize the beach
 as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach 
and coral reef ecosystems? They completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are
 often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects this development project has on rare
 species of corals that are being proposed to be placed on the endangered species list.
In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very existence of the last well-
developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent 
reefs. With the exception of the paid Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 
1700 homes, 3,000 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and 
pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef ecosystem; coral reef
 experts from across the globe have told us that this development will exacerbate the affects global 
climate change and ocean acidification are causing. They say that this development will drive this 
priceless coral reef down the slippery slope to slime.
Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this project, they 
proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing units, and 500 market priced units. 
Since these original meetings, they have added 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the 

mailto:rileybond11@aol.com
mailto:luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov


equivalent to 3 Maui Malls, and substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the 
promise of affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60 room hotel 
on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and kupuna to swim in protected waters of 
Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the developers act as if everyone wanted this 
project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional meetings with the 
community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-win situations that can be reached with the
 citizens of Maui County.
I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for the sake of future 
generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.
Mahalo for your time,
Riley Bond
49A KameEui Place.
Lahaina, HI 96761
rileybond11@aol.com
808-463-9255
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From: Dawn Hudson
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Please protect our precious ecosystem!
Date: 11/17/2015 01:04 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I, Dawn Hudson, live in Paia, and oppose the proposed Olowalu town
 development because the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate
 and fails to address the community's concerns about the preservation of
 Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the
 degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of
 a life cycle from Mauka to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an
 ahupua’a is to maintain and foster its resources in order to sustainably
 support the community. In an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate
 the natural ecosystem, but instead they were a natural part of it.
 Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural land for short term
 profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development model is out of
 date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a
 system affords. Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development
 model to urbanize Olowalu Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the
 ahupua’a system in order to promote a non-Hawaiian project. 

Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands
 of homes yet to be built in other West Maui locations; the area is in a
 tsunami inundation zone, there are fire threats nearly every year, and a
 majority of the homes will not be affordable to the average local families
 here on Maui. This area will likely end up following in Wailea’s footsteps
 and become a series of vacation homes rather than affordable housing
 for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu.
 There is no mention of where public parking will be placed near existing
 surfing locations and how recreational beach users will be able to access
 the coastline. Furthermore, they are proposing to build a waste water
 treatment plant across the road from a popular surf break. This EIS fails
 to consider the effects this has on the culture of surfing at this area and
 the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the nearshore
 environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach
 field and there is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to
 percolate through the porous lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the
 coral reef that cannot afford this type of stress. Here on the West Side of
 Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs several miles away. Will
 the leech field do the same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the
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 Final EIS Volume 1-Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says
 “There are no endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the
 Master Plan for alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of
 the area where we find endangered Nene goose nesting areas in the path
 of what will be the new highway. In addition, they choose to exclude the
 Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent the reef area and utilize
 the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas when
 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems?
 They completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that
 are often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects
 this development project has on rare species of corals that are being
 proposed to be placed on the endangered species list. 

In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the
 very existence of the last well-developed coral reef on the island. You
 find 700+ year old kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With
 the exception of the paid Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the
 retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000 cars, waste water treatment plant,
 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers and pesticides will actually
 benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral reef ecosystem;
 coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this
 development will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean
 acidification are causing. They say that this development will drive this
 priceless coral reef down the slippery slope to slime. 

Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to
 discuss this project, they proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500
 under market housing units, and 500 market priced units. Since these
 original meetings, they have added 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial
 space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls, and substantially reduced
 the number of affordable housing units and the promise of affordable
 housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a 60
 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and
 kupuna to swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t
 originally proposed, yet the developers act as if everyone wanted this
 project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold
 additional meetings with the community to talk about the proposed
 project and suitable win-win situations that can be reached with the
 citizens of Maui County. 

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and
 the EIS for the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral
 reef ecosystem.

 

Mahalo for your time,

 Dawn Hudson 

Resident of Paia, Maui 



Sent from my iPhone



From: Barbara Barry
Sent By: begoniabarry@gmail.com
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Please reject the proposed Olowalu Development. The EIS is flawed.
Date: 11/17/2015 03:32 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission, 
I, Barbara Barry live in Haiku, Hawaii and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development
 because the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the community's
 concerns about the preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and
 the degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few. 
To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life cycle from Mauka
 to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to maintain and foster its resources
 in order to sustainably support the community. In an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate
 the natural ecosystem, but instead they were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize
 prime agricultural land for short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development
 model is out of date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a system affords.
 Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to urbanize Olowalu Mauka to
 Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in order to promote a non-Hawaiian project. 
Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes yet to be built
 in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation zone, there are fire threats
 nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will not be affordable to the average local families
 here on Maui. This area will likely end up following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of
 vacation homes rather than affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental
 prices. 
The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no mention of where
 public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and how recreational beach users will
 be able to access the coastline. Furthermore, they are proposing to build a waste water treatment
 plant across the road from a popular surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on
 the culture of surfing at this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the
 nearshore environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach field and there is
 no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate through the porous lava rock and
 add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that cannot afford this type of stress. Here on the West
 Side of Maui we find the injection wells killing coral reefs several miles away. Will the leech field
 do the same? 
The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS Volume 1-
Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no endangered or threatened species
 or their habitat in the Master Plan for alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the
 area where we find endangered Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new
 highway. In addition, they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that frequent
 the reef area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to these resting areas when
 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef ecosystems? They completely exclude
 the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations that are often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they
 don’t include the effects this development project has on rare species of corals that are being
 proposed to be placed on the endangered species list. 
In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very existence of the last
 well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old kupuna coral colonies that seed
 adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the
 retention basin, 1700 homes, 3,000 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field,
 additional fertilizers and pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless
 coral reef ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this development
 will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean acidification are causing. They say
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 that this development will drive this priceless coral reef down the slippery slope to slime. 
Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this project, they
 proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing units, and 500 market priced
 units. Since these original meetings, they have added 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial
 space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls, and substantially reduced the number of affordable
 housing units and the promise of affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They
 have also added a 60 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and
 kupuna to swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed, yet the
 developers act as if everyone wanted this project. 
Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional meetings with
 the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-win situations that can be
 reached with the citizens of Maui County. 
I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for the sake of
 future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem. 
Mahalo for your time, 
Ms. Barbara Barry
1220 W. Kuiaha Rd.
Haiku, HI 96708



From: Jeff Hudson
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Protect our Ecosystem, Don't be a Criminal
Date: 11/17/2015 01:29 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

I, Jeff Hudson, live in Paia, and oppose the proposed Olowalu town development
 because the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address
 the community's concerns about the preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural
 practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis and the degradation of vital terrestrial and marine
 habitat, just to name a few. 

To Native Hawaiians, the ahapua’a system represents the revitalization of a life
 cycle from Mauka to Makai (the land to the sea). The priority of an ahupua’a is to
 maintain and foster its resources in order to sustainably support the community. In
 an ahupua’a system, people did not dominate the natural ecosystem, but instead
 they were a natural part of it. Hawaiians would never urbanize prime agricultural
 land for short term profit. The use of the concept ahupua’a as a development
 model is out of date, false, and completely opposite of the true value an ahupua’a
 system affords. Therefore, to use the ahupua’a system as a development model to
 urbanize Olowalu Mauka to Makai is a romanticized idea of the ahupua’a system in
 order to promote a non-Hawaiian project. 

Traffic to Lahaina is already unbearable and there are tens of thousands of homes
 yet to be built in other West Maui locations; the area is in a tsunami inundation
 zone, there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will not
 be affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area will likely end up
 following in Wailea’s footsteps and become a series of vacation homes rather than
 affordable housing for local families seeking relief from absurd rental prices. 

The EIS does not mention the impact on surfers that utilize Olowalu. There is no
 mention of where public parking will be placed near existing surfing locations and
 how recreational beach users will be able to access the coastline. Furthermore,
 they are proposing to build a waste water treatment plant across the road from a
 popular surf break. This EIS fails to consider the effects this has on the culture of
 surfing at this area and the potential affects a sewage spill may have on the
 nearshore environment. Furthermore, they are planning to have a 4.5 acre leach
 field and there is no mention of the potential for nutrient rich water to percolate
 through the porous lava rock and add excessive nutrients to the coral reef that
 cannot afford this type of stress. Here on the West Side of Maui we find the
 injection wells killing coral reefs several miles away. Will the leech field do the
 same? 

The EIS fails to address endangered species that frequent the area. In the Final EIS
 Volume 1-Part 2 page 22 section b. the proposed EIS says “There are no
 endangered or threatened species or their habitat in the Master Plan for
 alternatives 1 &2.” This is contrary to local knowledge of the area where we find
 endangered Nene goose nesting areas in the path of what will be the new highway.
 In addition, they choose to exclude the Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seals that
 frequent the reef area and utilize the beach as a resting area. What happens to
 these resting areas when 4000 more people are utilizing the beach and coral reef
 ecosystems? They completely exclude the endangered sea turtle cleaning stations
 that are often frequented by 20+ turtles. Lastly, they don’t include the effects this
 development project has on rare species of corals that are being proposed to be
 placed on the endangered species list. 

In addition to endangered coral species, this development threatens the very
 existence of the last well-developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year
 old kupuna coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. With the exception of the paid
 Marine Research Consultants Inc. who claim the retention basin, 1700 homes,
 3,000 cars, waste water treatment plant, 4.5 acre leach field, additional fertilizers
 and pesticides will actually benefit the largest, oldest, and extremely priceless coral
 reef ecosystem; coral reef experts from across the globe have told us that this
 development will exacerbate the affects global climate change and ocean
 acidification are causing. They say that this development will drive this priceless
 coral reef down the slippery slope to slime. 
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Lastly, when the 1,350 community members and GPAC originally met to discuss this
 project, they proposed 500 affordable housing units, 500 under market housing
 units, and 500 market priced units. Since these original meetings, they have added
 300-350,000 square ft. of commercial space that is the equivalent to 3 Maui Malls,
 and substantially reduced the number of affordable housing units and the promise
 of affordable housing still remains vague in this proposal. They have also added a
 60 room hotel on the point. This is an area that families take their keiki and kupuna
 to swim in protected waters of Olowalu. Much of this wasn’t originally proposed,
 yet the developers act as if everyone wanted this project.

Because of the multitude of reasons, this plan is terrible; it is time to hold additional
 meetings with the community to talk about the proposed project and suitable win-
win situations that can be reached with the citizens of Maui County. 

I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development and the EIS for
 the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef ecosystem.

 

Mahalo for your time,

 Jeff Hudson 

Resident of Paia, Maui 

Jeff Hudson



From: FloB2@aol.com
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Subject: Subject: OPPOSED - A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS, Reject it
Date: 11/17/2015 03:13 PM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,

 
My name is Florence Bahr and I live in Kihei, Maui, HI and oppose the proposed Olowalu town
 development because the Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate and fails to address the
 community's concerns about the preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, traffic, fires, tsunamis
 and the degradation of vital terrestrial and marine habitat, just to name a few.
 
My most serious concern is the degradation of the reef.  Builders always say they will take measures to
 protect the reef, but their measures fail.  They try but lots of silt and other runoff always gets into the
 ocean and harms our reefs.  Right now, our reefs are in trouble from bleaching and additional stress will
 be a serious consequence for Maui.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Florence Bahr
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From: sylvia frain
To: luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Cc: fitzformaui@gmail.com
Subject: "A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony of the Final-EIS" We reject the Olowalu Town Development
Date: 11/17/2015 11:42 AM

Aloha Members of the Land Use Commission,
 I, Sylvia Frain, live in Haiku and oppose the proposed Olowalu town
 development because it will be a disaster for Maui. Traffic to Lahaina is
 already unbearable and there are thousands of homes yet to be built in
 other West Maui locations, the area is in a tsunami inundation zone,
 there are fire threats nearly every year, and a majority of the homes will
 not be affordable to the average local families here on Maui. This area
 will likely end up becoming a ghost town of vacation homes like
 Launiaupoko and Wailea.

 In addition, this development threatens the very existence of the last
 well developed coral reef on the island. You find 700+ year old kupuna
 coral colonies that seed adjacent reefs. Coral experts worldwide have
 told us that this development will exacerbate the affects global climate
 change and ocean acidification cause.

 I ask you to stand with us and reject the Olowalu town development for
 the sake of future generations and a healthy thriving coral reef
 ecosystem.

 Mahalo,
Sylvia C. Frain

 Contact Info  
2034 Kaupakalua Rd
Haiku, HI 96708
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Ph.D. Candidate 
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Micronesia Area Research Center (MARC), Research Associate 
University of Guam Unibetsedåt Guåhan (UOG) Guåhan, Micronesia                                   
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