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Attachments: Olowalu FEIS letterDLB.docx


Here is testimony from Donna Brown for the Olowalu FEIS. I am unable to 
attend in person as I have teaching duties that day.
Aloha, Donna Brown


-- 
Donna L. Brown
Coordinator- Marine Option Program Maui College
310 Ka'ahumanu Ave.
Kahului, HI 96732
808-984-3203
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To Hawaii Land Use Commission luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov                   November 16, 2015


Re:  A10-786 Olowalu Town - Testimony on the Final-EIS





Dear LUC Commissioners,





Please do not accept the FEIS for Olowalu town. 





Hawaii state law (HAR 11-200) specifies that an EIS “shall fully declare the environmental implications of the proposed action and shall discuss all relevant and feasible consequences of the action.”  Given the errors and omission of important details in this EIS, it is not possible to address all environmental and cultural implications and consequences of building the proposed Olowalu town.  Therefore, this FEIS should not be accepted as a final EIS. 





In reading the FEIS, I found many areas that were vague and didn’t address the issues.


The following areas are some of the areas not adequately addressed:


1. Damage to marine resources, specifically the coral reef fronting the proposed area.


I have been a University of Hawai`i research diver for 24 years and have done extensive research on the reef at Olowalu. I find the information in appendix E to be incomplete and misleading. The methods used are not scientifically rigorous and it is obvious that a thorough study was not done.  


2. Water usage.


It is not shown correctly how the aquafer and stream flow in Olowalu can support a development of this size. In addition to homes and businesses, there are agricultural lots which will require more water to grow crops.


3. Sewage treatment.


Maui has a problem with eutrophication of nearshore waters in all areas with sewage treatment plants. 


4. Runoff from construction and addition of impervious land.


There are claims of using best management practices to avoid runoff, but details are lacking.  Best management practices are still in development and have not been perfected. Many developments on Maui have used “Best Management Practices” but still had severe impacts to nearshore coral reefs. 


5. Traffic. 


Traffic into Lahaina is practically at a standstill almost every afternoon. The EIS doesn’t adequately address this issue for construction phase and after build-out with the addition of thousands more cars on the road. 


6. Loss of vital agricultural lands. 


A priority of Maui County is to preserve prime agricultural lands. The EIS doesn’t address how this can be mitigated. 





Sincerely, 


Donna Brown


82 S. Lauhoe Place


Lahaina, HI 96761


donnabro@hawaii.edu







