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DR12-49, Petition to ÿ'gn.}{e Lmpoÿant Agricultural Lands
Petitioner'.    Kunia    ÿ'o' i,lÿ{ge Farmlands
Location:    Kunia, Oahu, Hawaii
Land Area:   Approximately 854.23Acres
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The Office Planning (OP) appreciates Kunia Loa Ridge Farmlands' (Petitioner)
participation in the voluntary process for the designation of important agricultural lands (IAL).
The designation of the most productive agricultural lands in Hawaii will help to realize the vision
expressed in the Administration's New Day Plan, which calls for an agricultural renaissance in
Hawaii.

Having reviewed the Petition after consulting with other agencies and applying the
available information to the applicable IAL law, OP is unable to recommend at this time that the
Land Use Commission (LUC) designate the Kunia Loa Ridge Farmlands as IAL. Additional
information and clarification from the Petitioner is needed, particularly with respect to water
availability and the allowance of farm dwellings on the individual lots. The following is
provided in support of this recommendation.

Applicable Law. The State law for important agricultural lands is contained within
Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §§205-41 through 205-44. Lands being considered for IAL
designation must meet the definition of IAL, pursuant to HRS §205-42(a), which provides that
IAL lands:

"(1) Are capable of producing sustained high agricultural yields when
treated and managed according to accepted farming methods and
technology;
Contribute to the State's economic base and produce agricultural
commodities for export or local consumption; or
Are needed to promote the expansion of agricultural activities and
income for the future, even if currently not in production."
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