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March 11, 2015 
 
Raymond Young 
Staff Planner, Community Plans Branch 
City and County of Honolulu, Department of Planning and Permitting 
650 South King Street, 7th Floor 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
rcsyoung@honolulu.gov 
 
 Re: Kawailoa Solar Farm 
 
Dear Mr. Young, 
 
Blue Planet Foundation is Hawai‘i-based nonprofit organization. We work to clear the path for 
local, clean, renewable power. We want to make our communities stronger, our energy more 
secure, our environment healthier, and our economy more robust. 
 
In the past decade, Hawai‘i has sent more than $40 Billion out of the state to pay for imported 
fossil fuels like oil and coal. Thankfully, cost-effective renewable energy is slowing this drain. 
Solar projects like the proposed Kawailoa solar farm can supply power to Hawai‘i’s people for 
less than 13.5 cents per kWh – substantially better than the 22 cents per kWh we pay for oil in 
existing power plants. These savings benefit all residents and sectors.  
 
New solar projects are also vital for achieving the state’s clean energy goals and mandates. Our 
analysis indicates that O‘ahu will require hundreds more megawatts of cost-effective solar 
power added to the grid, both as distributed rooftop generation and centralized utility-scale solar 
farms.  
 
Timing is critical. Federal support for renewable energy projects is currently scheduled to 
terminate in 2016. If we fail to approve and install the pending renewable energy projects before 
that deadline, Hawai‘i residents and businesses stand to lose hundreds of millions in federal 
dollars. 
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In addition to these broad economic benefits, using more solar power will mean cleaner power 
and a healthier environment. Life cycle greenhouse gas emissions analysis, accounting for 
emissions at each step of production, show that solar photovoltaic power is far cleaner than 
fossil fuel-fired power:1   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solar energy projects enjoy a low profile, silent operation, and lack of significant moving parts. 
This can render solar projects appropriate for a variety of environments. Solar projects are also, 
by their nature, an interim use of land; unlike large power plant buildings, solar panels can be 
more readily removed at the end of their useful or contractual life.  
 
The potential for dual-use of land also makes solar power a smart choice, because this strategy 
can protect the long-term value and possible uses of farmland.  In the nearer term, dual-use 
energy generation can also improve the viability of land for agriculture by providing infrastructure 

                                                
1 These data were compiled by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory’s (NREL) Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
Harmonization project. NREL experts systematically reviewed thousands of estimates of LCA GHG emissions  
published between 1970 and 2011. LCA estimates presented consider emissions from all stages in the lifecycle of an 
energy source, from component manufacturing, to operation of the generation facility to its decommissioning, and 
including acquisition, processing and transport of any required fuels. Note that for natural gas, the methane leakage 
rate implied by these estimates is much lower than leakage measured by some scientists. Thus, the total climate 
impact of natural gas emissions may be even greater than reflected in this chart. 
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and subsidizing land costs for complementary agricultural uses.  Together, these benefits can 
promote both food and energy sustainability.  
 
We believe that these characteristics should render solar projects far less objectionable than 
large, polluting, fossil fuel generating stations. Indeed, a recent poll of Hawai‘i residents by 
the University of Hawaii Center on the Family found overwhelming support solar power.  
92% of respondents favored solar power for Hawai‘i, with only 4% opposing.2   

 
 
With aloha, 

 
 
 
Richard Wallsgrove  
Program Director 

                                                
2 See http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/publications/brochures/9314e_14101012_COF_Renewable 
Energy_Report-FINAL.pdf. 














